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TO  THE 

HON.  JABEZ   D.   HAMMOND, 

THIS  WORK 

IS  RESPECTFULLY  DEDICATED, 

AS    A    SLIGHT, 
THOUGH    NOT   INAPPROPRIATE    ACKNOWLEDGMENT, 

FOB   THE 

VALUABLE  INFORMATION,  AND  KIND  ADVICE, 

WHICH   HAVE   SO 

I 

MATERIALLY    CONTRIBUTED 

TO  DIMINISH  THE  LABOR  OF  ITS  PREPARATION. 


PEEEACE. 


In  a  Democratic  form  of  Government,  where  the 
people  are  themselves  the  sovereign  rulers,  it  is  nat- 
urally to  be  expected,  that  a  deep  and  pervading  in- 
terest in  the  movements  of  Statesmen  and  Politicians, 
will  be  at  all  times  manifested.  The  character  and 
conduct  of  those  individuals  who  are  honored  with 
the  public  confidence,  are  subjects  in  relation  to  which 
there  always  exists  a  desire  to  be  enlightened.  The 
nature  of  our  Institutions  is  such,  that  every  man 
becomes,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  politician  ;  and  no  one 
can  be  exalted  so  high,  as  not  to  feel  the  popular 
scrutiny,  or  yield  to  the  popular  will.  It  is  for  these 
reasons,  that  the  History  of  Political  Parties  becomes 
so  full  of  importance  to  the  intelligent  and  reflecting 
voter. 

The  Political  Histoiy  of  Mr.  Hammond  has  re- 
ceived, as  it  justly  merited,  a  large  share  of  public 
favor.     While  it   is  invaluable   to   the   professional 
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Politician,  its  size  unfortunately  prevents  its  general 
circulation  among  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  The 
followi  g  pages  have  been  written,  with  a  view  of 
remedying  this  difficulty,  and  of  placing  within  the 
reach  of  every  elector,  a  compendium  of  those  lessons 
of  practical  statesmanship,  and  those  political  organ- 
izations and  changes,  which  have  marked  the  bril- 
liant and  prosperous  career  of  our  noble  State. 

It  has  been  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Author,  to 
preserve  the  most  rigid  impartiality  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  work,  and  to  render  'equal  and  exact  jus- 
tice '  to  all  classes  of  his  fellow  citizens.  If  he  has 
failed  in  doing  this,  he  trusts  it  may  be  attributed, 
rather  to  his  inability  to  overcome  that  prejudice 
which  has  been  termed  '  the  besetting  sin '  of  the  par- 
tizan,  than  to  any  other,  or  more  censurable  motive. 
It  was  long  since  laid  down,  as  an  unvarying  max- 
im, that  '  the  logic  of  a  politician,  like  the  anvil  of  the 
blacksmith,  leans  all  upon  the  one  side';  and  the 
writer  of  these  pages  will  not  claim,  at  this  day,  to  be 
entirely  exempt  from  the  failings  which  are  incident 
to  mortality. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  frequent  references 
which  the  Author  has  found  it  necessary  to  make,  to 
the  work  of  Mr.  Hammond,  and  the  other  books 
which  he  has  consulted,  have  been  followed  by  an 
unintentional  similarity  in  the  ideas  attempted  to  be 
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conveyed,  or  in  the  forms  of  expression  which  have 
been  employed  ;  neither  is  it  at  all  unlikely,  that 
errors  have  been  overlooked,  which  the  reader  may 
readily  detect.  Such  as  it  is,  however,  this  book  is 
submitted  to  a  generous  and  discriminating  public, 
who  will  best  understand  how  to  excuse  its  imper- 
fections, and  to  profit  by  everything  useful  that  may 
be  found  in  its  pages. 


POLITICAL  PARTIES 


IN 


THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


CHAPTER    I. 

"1783 — Acknowledgment  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States, 
and  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britain — Meeting  of  Commission- 
ers at  Annapolis — Recommendation  of  a  National  Convention  by 
Congress— Controversy  in  relation  to  the  Grant  of  the  Import 
Duties  at  the  port  of  New-York  to  the  General  Government — 
Refusal  of  Gov.  Clinton  to  Convene  an  Extra  Session  of  the  Le- 
gislature— Alexander  Hamilton,  John  Jay,  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Philip  Schuyler,  George  Clinton,  Robert  Yates,  John  Lansing, 
Melancthon  Smith,  Samuel  Jones—- The  Conduct  of  the  Governor 
reviewed  in  the  New- York  Legislature,  and  his  course  approved 
by  a  large  majority — Messrs.  Yates,  Lansing,  and  Hamilton,  ap- 
pointed Delegates  to  the  National  Convention — Projects  of  the 
different  Parties  in  the  Convention — Withdrawal  of  Messrs.  Yates 
and  Lansing — Adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution — The  Pro- 
ject of  a  State  Convention  discussed  at  the  subsequent  session  of 
the  Legislature — The  Convention  called,  and  a  majority  of  Anti- 
Federalists  elected  as  Delegates — Debate  in  the  Convention  termi- 
nated by  the  intelligence  from  New-Hampshire,  and  the  Consti- 
tution Ratified  by  the  united  vote  of  the  Federalists,  and  a  portion 
AofGov.  Clinton's  friends — Adjournment  of  the  State  Convention 
— 17bS. 

The  existence  of  political  parties,  as  we  now  un- 
derstand the  term,  was  almost  entirely  unknown  in 
the  United  States,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  struggle  for  independence,  there  were, 
it  is  true,  a  few  families  in  each  of  the  States,  who, 
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either  from  motives  of  interest,  or  of  sincere  attach- 
ment to  the  British  Government,  were  disposed  to 
array  themselves  in  opposition  to  the  revolted  Colo- 
nists. The  outburst  of  public  enthusiasm  which 
greeted  the  promulgation  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, soon  compelled  them,  however,  openly  to 
take  sides  with  the  mother  country ;  and,  as  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  were  united,  heart  and  hand,  in 
the  determination  to  resist  the  arbitrary  enactments 
of  the  British  Parliament,  those  who  supported  the 
claims  of  England,  and  who  were  generally  designa- 
ted as  '-'Tories,"  were  regarded  and  treated,  on  all  sides, 
as  alien  enemies,  rather  than  citizens  of  this  country. 
The  one  great  idea — -that  of  securing  the  privileges 
and  blessings  of  Freedom- — prominent  in  the  minds  of 
men,  and  the  pervading  sentiment  of  admiration  for 
the  character  and  services  of  the  leader  of  the  Amer- 
ican armies,  prevented,  in  a  great  degree,  the  fritter- 
ing away  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  embryo 
Republic,  in  the  vain  and  unworthy  contests  of  mere 
partizanship.  Throughout  this  long  and  eventful 
period  in  the  history  of  the  country,  there  was  but 
one  party  deserving  the  name — the  party  of  Wash- 
ington and  of  Freedom  ! 

The  acknowledgment  of  our  independence  by  Great 
Britain,  and  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
1783,  at  once  led  to  the  formation  of  schemes,  and 
the  organization  of  factions,  having  in  view  the  ag- 
grandizement of  particular  individuals,  and  particu- 
lar sections  of  the  country ;  but  a  few  years'  experi- 
ence after  the  peace,  convinced  intelligent  and  reflect- 
ing men,  that  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  adopted  in 
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1777,  were  wholly  incompetent  to  preserve  the  integ- 
rity of  the  Union,  and  regulate  the  commerce  of  the 
nation,  and  its  intercourse  with  foreign  governments  ; 
and  that  a  new  plan  of  government,  or  constitution, 
ought  to  be  devised  and  adopted,  under  which  some 
power  should  be  created  to  act  upon  the  citizens  of 
each  State.  Various  opinions  and  theories  of  gov- 
ernment were  rife  in  the  world.  Political  economists 
seemed  to  spring  up  in  the  western  wilderness,  like 
Jonah's  gourd,  in  a  night.  The  natural  result  was, 
the  division  of  the  statesmen  and  politicians  of  the 
country  into  separate  organizations  ;  and  from  this 
period  may  we  date  the  rise  and  progress  of  political 
parties  in  this  State  and  nation. 

In  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  commission- 
ers from  several  States,  among  whom  was  General 
Alexander  Hamilton,  who  had  met  at  Annapolis,  in 
Maryland,  in  September,  1786,  "to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  consider  how  far  a  uniform  system  in  their 
commercial  intercourse  and  regulations  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  the  common  interest  and  permanent  hap- 
piness" of  all  the  States,  the  National  Congress,  in 
February,  1787,  resolved  that  it  was  expedient  that 
a  convention  of  delegates,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
several  States,  should  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
second  Monday  in  May,  then  next,  "for  the  sole  and 
express  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, and  reporting  to  Congress  and  the  several  Le- 
gislatures such  alterations  and  provisions  therein  as 
should,  when  airreed  to  in  Congress,  and  confirmed 
by  the  States,  under  the  Federal  Constitution,  be  ad- 
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equate  to  the  exigencies  of  Government,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Union."  The  views  and  opinions  of 
the  politicians  of  the  State  of  New- York  upon  the 
questions  connected  with  this  recommendation,  were 
developed  in  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  Le- 
gislature, convened  in  the  city  of  New- York  in  the 
winter  of  1787  ;  but  as  the  collection  of  import  du- 
ties at  the  port  of  New- York  contributed  largely  to 
the  first  organization  of  different  political  parties  in 
this  State,  it  will  be  well  to  revert  briefly  to  the  pre- 
vious action  of  the  Legislature  upon  this  subject. 

In  1781,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
New- York,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  Congress,  which  granted  to  the  United  States  the 
import  duties  at  the  port  of  New- York,  to  be  levied 
and  collected  "under  such  penalties  and  regulations, 
and  by  such  officers,  as  Congress  should  from  time  to 
time  make,  order,  and  appoint."  In  March,  1783, 
this  act  was  repealed,  and  a  new  act  passed,  granting 
the  duties  to  the  United  States,  but  directing  their  col- 
lection by  officers  who  should  be  appointed  by  the 
State  ;  which  was  subsequently  amended,  so  as  to  ren- 
der the  collectors  amenable  to,  and  removable  by,  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  the  Legislature  in  1786.  a  law  was  enacted 
granting  the  revenue  to  Congress,  but  reserving  to 
the  State  "  the  sole  power  of  levying  and  collecting 
the  duties."  This  law  was  treated  by  Congress  as  a 
nullity,  and  they  thereupon  "  passed  a  resolution  re- 
questing Governor  Clinton  to  convene  the  Legisla- 
ture, for  the  purpose  of  submitting  this  subject  again 
to  its  consideration."      The  Governor  replied  to  this 
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application  by  letter,  stating  that  it  would  afford  him 
pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request,  "but  that  he 
had  not  the  power  to  convene  the  Legislature  before 
the  time  fixed  by  law  for  their  stated  meeting,  except 
upon  "  extraordinary  occasions"  ;  and  as  the  present 
business  had  already  been  particularly  laid  before 
them,  and  so  recently  as  at  their  last  session  received 
their  determination,  it  cannot  come  within  that  de- 
scription." Among  the  most  active  friends  of  the 
unrestricted  grant  of  the  duties  to  the  United  States, 
was  Alexander  Hamilton,  subsequently  the  leader  of 
the  Federal  party  in  this  State,  and  the  principal  au- 
thor and  champion  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
With  him  were  associated  John  Jay,  one  of  the  first 
and  foremost  advocates  of  the  cause  of  independ- 
ence, and  a  man  of  great  legal  learning,  and  unblem- 
ished purity  of  character  ;  Robert  R.  Livingston,  a 
gentleman  of  fine  address,  the  head  of  a  powerful 
and  influential  family,  and  the  highest  judicial  officer 
in  the  State  ;  General  Schuyler,  of  Albany,  the  father- 
in-law  of  Hamilton  ;  the  Van  Rensselaer  family  ;  and 
many  others,  eminent  for  their  talents  and  standing 
in  the  community. 

In  the  front  rank  of  the  opposition  was  George 
Clinton,  who  had  probably  a  stronger  hold  on  the 
affections  of  the  people  than  any  other  citizen  of  the 
State.  His  father  was  an  emigrant  from  Ireland,  and 
settled  at  an  early  period  in  Little  Britain,  Orange 
county.  He  was  much  respected  for  his  patriotism 
and  private  virtues  ;  at  one  time  officiated  as  a  county 
judge;  and  was  a  colonel  in  the  British  army  which 
invaded  Canada  during  the   French  war.      George 
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was  the  youngest  son,  and  was  bred  a  lawyer.  Soon 
aft  or  the  completion  of  his  studies,  he  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
the  Colonial  Governor,  to  whom  the  Clinton  family 
are  said  to  have  been  distantly  related.  Notwith- 
standing this  connection  with  one  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  Crown,  he  was  one  of  the  earliest 
friends  of  the  American  cause.  He  possessed  a  clear 
and  logical  mind,  and  great  decision  of  character,  and 
was  thoroughly  indoctrinated  in  the  principles  of  the 
republican  school.  Without  any  of  the  adventitious 
aids  of  wealth  and  family  connections,  but  solely  ow- 
ing to  his  talents  and  private  virtues,  he  became  one 
of  the  most  conspicuous  patriots  of  the  day,  and  was 
almost  unanimously  elected  the  first  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New-York.  At  the  time  when  the  contro- 
versy in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution arose,  Governor  Clinton  had  been  repeatedly 
elected  to  the  first  office  in  the  State,  with  singular 
unanimity.  Among  the  most  prominent  of  his  friends 
and  supporters,  were  Robert  Yates,  afterwards  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  John  Lansing,  a  dele- 
gate from  this  State  in  the  Convention  that  formed 
the  Constitution,  and  subsequently  Chief  Justice  and 
Chancellor,  and  Mr.  Melancthon  Smith. 

The  position  occupied  by  Gov.  Clinton  and  his 
friends,  in  opposing  the  surrender  of  the  revenue  ac- 
cruing at  the  port  of  New- York,  which  already  gave 
promise  of  its  future  value  and  importance,  was,  that 
the  State,  as  an  independent  sovereignty,  associated 
with  the  other  colonies  only  for  the  purpose  of  mu- 
tual assistance  and  protection,  ought  not  to  give  up 
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this  source  of  wealth  to  the  nation  at  large  ;  and  this, 
in  fact,  had  become  the  settled  policy  of  the  State.  In 
his  speech  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  of  1787,  the  Governor  gave  a  statement  of  the 
application  which  Congress  had  made  to  him  to  call 
an  extra  meeting,  as  before  stated,  and  of  the  reasons 
which  had  impelled  him  to  refuse  a  compliance  with 
the  request.  Upon  this  body  devolved  the  duty  of 
deciding:,  whether  this  State  would  send  delegates  to 
the  National  Convention,  and  of  selecting  and  appoint- 
ing the  delegates,  in  case  of  an  affirmative  decision. 
The  importance  of  the  questions  to  be  brought  before 
the  State  Legislature,  induced  the  friends  of  a  national 
government  to  put  Gen.  Hamilton  in  nomination  for 
the  office  of  member  from  the  city  of  New-York. 
The  vigorous  exertions  of  the  merchants  of  that  city, 
and  of  his  political  friends,  secured  his  election.  Gen. 
Schuyler  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  Senate ; 
and  around  these  two  gentlemen,  the  opponents  of  the 
Governor,  in  each  house,  rallied.  Mr.  Hamilton  had 
been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee  to  draw  up 
an  answer  to  the  Executive  speech,  and  reported  one 
which  was  silent  in  respect  to  the  refusal  of  the  Gov- 
ernor to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature.  The 
friends  of  the  Governor,  the  leading  man  among 
whom  was  Samuel  Jones,  a  learned  and  able  lawyer, 
afterwards  Comptroller,  and  the  father  of  the  late 
Chancellor  Jones,  offered  an  amendment  to  the  an- 
swer, approving  of  the  conduct  of  Governor  Clinton. 
The  debate  on  the  question  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment was  conducted  with  great  ability,  and  some 
asperity,  on  both  sides.    The  most  prominent  speakers 
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were  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Jones.  The  true  point 
in  controversy  was,  whether  there  was  an  "extraor- 
dinary occasion"  for  convening  an  extra  session  of 
the  Legislature,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  but  during  the  progress  of  the  discussion  which 
ensued,  the  claims  of  the  Confederation  on  this  State, 
and  its  reciprocal  relations  to  the  Confederacy,  were  ex- 
amined and  considered.  On  the  question  being  taken, 
the  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  thirty-six  to 
nine,  showing  conclusively  that  the  Anti-Federalists 
held  a  powerful  preponderance  in  the  popular  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  In  the  Senate,  also,  a  large  ma- 
jority concurred  with  the  Governor.  The  Legislature 
decided  in  favor  of  sending  delegates  to  the  National 
Convention,  and  appointed  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Lansing, 
and  Gen.  Hamilton,  such  delegates.  The  two  gentle- 
men first  named,  were  selected  as  the  representatives 
of  the  majority,  who  were  opposed  to  any  material 
alteration  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  to  the 
formation  of  a  new  government ;  while  Gen.  Hamil- 
ton was  appointed,  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  concession,  as 
being  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  partizan  in  the 
ranks  of  the  opposition. 

The  National  Convention  assembled  at  Philadel- 
phia, at  the  time  appointed  by  Congress.  The  dele- 
gates in  attendance  were  found  to  be  divided  into 
three  classes.  One  portion  of  them  desired  to  confine 
the  Convention  to  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of 
the  Confederation.  The  delegates  from  New-York 
were  restricted  to  this  object,  by  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution under  which  they  were  appointed.  For  this 
reason,  Messrs.  Yates  and  Lansing  withdrew  from 
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the  Convention,  after  a  majority  of  the  members  had 
determined  to  abolish  the  Confederacy,  and  adopt  a 
new  form  of  government.  Mr.  Hamilton,  however, 
elected  to  remain,  on  his  own  responsibility.  The 
delegates  from  New- Jersey  and  Delaware,  and  the 
celebrated  Luther  Martin,  of  Maryland,  entertained 
similar  views  with  the  majority  of  the  New- York 
delegation.  The  plan  of  amendment  to  the  Articles 
of  Confederation  which  these  gentlemen  proposed, 
was,  the  creation  of  an  Executive  department,  to  con- 
sist of  one  or  more  persons,  who  were  to  possess  the 
power  of  appointing  certain  officers,  and  directing 
military  operations,  and  of  a  court  of  admiralty ;  and  a 
declaration  that  the  constitutional  acts  of  Congress, 
and  all  treaties,  should  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  States. 
They  further  proposed,  that  the  Federal  Executive 
should  be  authorized  to  call  forth  the  powers  of  the 
confederated  States,  to  compel  obedience  and  observ- 
ance of  such  acts  and  treaties.  The  party  in  the 
Convention  headed  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  went  to  the 
extreme  on  the  other  hand,  and  avowed  it  to  be  their 
desire  to  create  a  strong  government,  purely  national. 
Among  other  features  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  plan,  were- 
the  following:  the  election  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  serve  for  three  years  ;  the  divi- 
sion of  the  States  into  districts,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  electors  to  elect  the  Senators,  and  electors 
who  were  to  elect  Presidential  Electors  ;  that  the 
Senators  and  the  President  should  hold  their  offices 
during  good  behavior;  that  the  laws  of  the  States, 
contrary  to  Ukj  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  utterly  void;  and  that  the  Gov- 
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ernors  of  the  several  States  should  be  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate,  and  have  an  unqualified  veto  on 
all  laws  attempted  to  be  passed  by  the  State  Legisla- 
tures. The  project  of  a  judiciary  establishment  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Hamilton,  was,  in  substance,  finally 
adopted ;  and  his  ideas  in  relation  to  the  powers  of 
the  Executive,  in  making  treaties,  in  the  use  of  the 
veto,  and  the  appointment  of  officers,  were,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  incorporated  into  the  new  Con- 
stitution. 

Between  the  two  ultra  classes  in  the  Convention, 
a  third  party  was  formed,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
James  Madison,  of  Virginia.  The  scheme  of  sfovern- 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  Madison,  was  sketched  in  a 
series  of  resolutions  drawn  by  him,  and  presented 
by  Mr.  Randolph.  This  was  called  "  The  Virginia 
plan/'  and  proposed  the  formation  of  a  government, 
partly  national  and  partly  federal :  the  people  of  the 
Union  were  to  be  represented  in  one  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  States  in  the  other;  while  the 
national  Executive  was  to  be  created,  partly  by  the 
people,  and  partly  by  the  States.  A  sufficient  number 
of  the  ultras  on  either  side  having  yielded  to  this 
middle  course,  the  Constitution,  as  it  now  stands,  ex- 
clusive of  the  subsequent  amendments,  was  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  the  Convention,  and  recommended 
to  the  States. 

The  recommendation  of  the  National  Convention 
produced  little  effect  on  the  Anti-Federalists  in  this 
State.  They  regarded  the  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, as  a  measure  calculated  to  deprive  the  State 
of  the  commanding  influence  and   power  which  it 
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would  naturally  have  exerted,  from  its  comparative 
size  and  population,  and  reduce  it  to  a  level  with  the 
smallest  State  in  the  Union  ;  and  its  adoption  was, 
therefore,  opposed,  for  the  same  reasons  which  influ- 
enced them  in  refusing  to  surrender  the  revenue 
duties  to  the  United  States.  The  principal  ground  of 
opposition,  however,  was,  that  the  proposed  Consti- 
tution entirely  departed  from  the  principles  of  a  Con- 
federacy, and  constituted  a  consolidated  National 
Government  vested  with  extensive  powers,  operating 
not  upon  the  States,  but  upon  individuals  ;  that  it  di- 
vested the  States  of  their  sovereignty ;  that  it  clothed 
the  President  with  too  much  power  and  patronage  ; 
and  that  the  people  themselves  were  not  sufficiently 
protected  by  a  bill  of  rights.  Gov.  Clinton  and  his 
friends  adhered  strictly  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  this  State,  and 
contended  that  the  Convention  was  limited  to  the 
business  of  amending  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
and  had  no  power  to  create  a  new  Constitution.  In 
his  speech  to  the  Legislature  convened  in  1788,  al- 
though the  Constitution  had  been  long  before  that 
time  reported  and  published,  the  Governor  studiously 
avoided  all  allusion  to  the  subject.  On  the  17th  of 
January,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  Mr.  Egbert  Benson,  who  offered  a  resolution 
providing  for  calling  a  Convention  of  delegates  to 
be  elected  by  the  people,  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
commendation of  Congress,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Mr.  Schoonmaker,  a  member  from  Uister,  thereupon 
proposed  a  preamble  to  the  resolution,  setting  forth 
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the  ground  of  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Anti-Fede- 
ralists, to  the  action  of  the  National  Convention.  The 
adoption  of  this  preamble  was  supported  by  Mr.  Jones, 
but  the  resolution  finally  passed  both  branches  of  the 

Legislature. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  State  Convention 
took  place  in  the  spring  of  1788,  and  appears  to  have 
turned  solely  on  the  consideration,  whether  the  can- 
didates were  for  or  against  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  people  of  the  northern  and  middle 
counties  were  generally  against,  and  those  of  the 
southern  counties  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Many 
able  dissertations,  both  for  and  against  the  new  plan 
of  government,  were  published  at  this  time,  and  the 
numbers  of  the  Federalist,  written  by  Hamilton, 
Jay,  and  Madison,  were  extensively  circulated  and 
read. 

In  the  city  of  New- York,  John  Jay,  Alexander 
Hamilton,  Chancellor  Livingston,  Richard  Morris, 
then  Chief  Justice,  and  James  Duane,  Mayor  of  the 
city,  were  elected  as  delegates.  Mr.  Jay,  who  ran 
considerably  in  advance  of  his  ticket,  received  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  votes,  out  of 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  the 
whole  number  cast.  In  the  county  of  Albany, 
where  the  new  Constitution  had  been  publicly  burn- 
ed, Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Francis 
Nicoll,  J.  Eloodgood,  Peter  Gansevoort,  John  Lan- 
sing, Jr.,  Robert  Yates,  Henry  Outhout,  Peter  Vroo- 
man,  T.  A.  Ten  Eyck,  and  Derick  Swart,  the 
Anti-Federal  candidates,  were  elected.  Besides  the 
distinguished  men  chosen  from   the  cities  of  New- 
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York  and  Albany,  Gov.  Clinton  was  elected  from 
■the  county  of  Ulster,  Gen.  James  Clinton,  father 
•of  Dewitt  Clinton,  from  the  county  of  Orange,  Me 
lancthon  Smith  from  the  county  of  Dutchess,  and 
-other  eminent  citizens,  from  the  counties  on  the  North 
River.  The  result  throughout  the  State  was,  that 
New- York,  Westchester,  Kings,  and  Richmond,  elect- 
ed Federalists ;  the  counties  of  Albany,  Montgomery, 
Washington,  Columbia,  Dutchess,  Ulster,  and  Orange, 
Anti-Federalists  ;  and  the  delegates  from  Suffolk  and 
Queens  were  divided.  The  whole  number  of  dele- 
gates was  sixty-seven. 

The  State  Convention  was  organized  on  the  17th 
•of  June,  1788,  by  the  appointment  of  George  Clinton 
as  President.  Chancellor  Livingston  opened  the  de- 
bate, in  an  eloquent  address  to  the  Convention,  in 
which  he  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  the  Union  to 
this  State,  the  radical  defects  of  the  existing  Confed- 
eration,  and  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the 
questions  then  to  be  considered.  The  discussion  of 
the  various  clauses  of  the  Constitution  occupied  three 
weeks,  during  which  time  several  important  amend- 
ments, in  addition  to  those  which  had  been  proposed 
by  the  Convention  of  Massachusetts,  were  adopted. 
On  the  11th  of  July,  Mr.  Jay  moved  "  that  the  Con- 
stitution be  ratified,  and  that  whatever  amendments 
might  be  deemed  expedient,  should  be  recommended." 
This  motion  encountered  the  vigorous  opposition  of 
the  Anti-Federalists,  who  had  been  elected  with  the 
understanding,  that  unless  the  proposed  Constitution 
should  be  materially  altered,  they  would  vote  for  its 
rejection;   and  no  doubt  they  sincerely  believed  it 
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would  be  unsafe  to  adopt  it  without  such  alteration. 
They  therefore  proposed  to  amend  Mr.  Jay's  resolu- 
tion, so  that  it  should  read  "  that  the  Constitution  be 
ratified  on  the  condition  that  certain  specified  amend- 
ments should  be  made."  A  protracted  and  able  dis- 
cussion followed,  which  was  terminated  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  intelligence  that  the  Convention  of 
New-Hampshire  had  ratified  the  Constitution.  Nine 
States,  which  was  the  number  requisite  to  secure  the 
adoption,  having  signified  their  assent,  the  question 
with  the  New- York  Convention  was  not  whether  they 
should  ratify  the  Constitution,  but  whether  they  should 
secede  from  the  Union.  The  Federalists  then  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  amendment,  so  that  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Jay  would  read:  '-Resolved,  that  the 
Constitution  be  ratified,  in  full  confidence  that  the 
amendments  proposed  by  this  Convention  will  be 
adopted." 

To  this  resolution  a  number  of  the  Anti-Federalists, 
headed  by  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Melancthon  Smith, 
both  of  whom  had  been  elected  as  Anti-Federalists, 
and  the  latter  well  known  as  an  ardent  personal  friend 
and  admirer  of  Gov.  Clinton,  reluctantly  yielded  their 
assent.  This  course,  it  is  understood,  was  taken  un- 
der the  confidential  advisement  of  the  Governor ;  as 
he  and  his  friends,  though  firmly  convinced  that  New- 
York  was  sacrificing  too  much  political  power,  and 
surrendering  too  many  of  the  natural  advantages  of 
her  geographical  position,  could  not  but  foresee  that 
a  secession  from  the  Union,  at  this  crisis,  would  ex- 
pose the  State  to  imminent  perils  and  dangers,  which 
it  was  the  part  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  to  avoid. 


IN    NEW- YORK.  3l 

At  the  close  of  an  eloquent  speech  delivered  by  Mr. 
Livingston,  in  which,  after  re-affirming  his  sincere 
conviction  that  there  was  no  safety  under  the  Con- 
stitution unless  amended,  he  stated  that  he  felt  bound, 
as  an  American  and  a  Whig,  proud  of  his  country 
and  devoted  to  her  interests,  to  vote  for  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  with  the  bill  of  rights  and  amend- 
ments contained  in  it,  the  final  vote  wras  taken.  Fifty- 
seven  members,  exclusive  of  the  President,  [Gov. 
Clinton,]  were  present,  thirty  of  whom  voted  for  the 
ratification,  and  twenty-seven  against  it. 

The  decision  of  the  New-York  Convention  was 
made  on  the  26th  of  July,  178S.  Before  closing  the 
session,  Gov.  Clinton  addressed  the  Convention,  and, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  stated  that  the  proba- 
bility was,  that  the  body  of  the  people  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  Constitution  would  not  be  satisfied  ;  but 
that  he  would  exert  his  power  and  influence  to  keep 
up  peace  and  good  order  among  them.  A  circular 
letter,  drawn  by  Mr.  Jay,  addressed  to  the  other  States, 
and  requesting  their  co-operation  in  securing  the 
adoption  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  New- 
York  Convention,  was  then  read  and  subscribed  by 
all  the  members  present,  and  the  Convention  ad- 
journed without  dav. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


17gg — State  of  Parties  after  the  Adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion— Washington,  his  Political  Preferences  and  Appointments — 
Failure  of  the  New-York  Legislature  to  elect  United  States  Sena- 
tors, and  Division  of  the  State  into  Congressional  Districts — Nom- 
ination of  Robert  Yates  as  the  Federal  Candidate  for  Governor — 
Re-election  of  Gov.  Clinton,  and  the  Choice  ofa  Federal  Majority  in 
the  Legislature — State  Officers  in  17S9 — Council  of  Appointment, 
their  Powers  and  Mode  of  Election — The  Council  of  Revision 
Veto  the  Bill  providing  for  the  Choice  of  United  States  Senators — 
Philip  Schuyler  and  Rufus  King  elected  Senators — Robert  Yates 
appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  Associate  Judge — 
Funding  System  and  Bank  Project  of  Gen.  Hamilton — James  Kent 
— Aaron  Burr  appointed  to  succeed  Gen.  Schuyler  as  Senator — 
Census  of  the  State  and  new  Apportionment — Morgan  Lewis  ap- 
pointed Attorney  General — Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernor on  the  Sale  of  the  Public  Lands — Contest  between  Gov. 
Clinton  and  John  Jay — The  former  declared  elected  by  the  State 
Canvassers — Controversy  thereupon — Appointment  of  additional 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — Difficulty  between  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  Appointment — Address  of  Gov.  Clinton,  in  which 
he  declines  being  a  Candidate  for  re-election — 1795. 

With  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
party  spirit  was  for  a  time  almost  entirely  hushed. 
Viewed  in  its  true  light,  as  the  offspring  of  mutual 
concession  and  compromise  between  the  friends  of  a 
strong  consolidated  government  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  advocates  of  a  simple  confederation  of  the 
States  on  the  other,  this  great  work  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Convention  seemed  to  call  forth  a  general  ex- 
pression of  approbation.  The  original  distinction  be- 
tween the  Federalists  and  the  Republicans,  was  still 
preserved,  though  but  rarely  exhibited.  Between 
these   two  parties,  it   was,  no  doubt,  the  desire  of 
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Washington  to  remain  entirely  neutral.  The  char- 
acter  of  his  mind,  however,  which  was  eminently 
conservative,  in  the  better  sense  of  the  word,  induced 
him  to  look  with  disfavor  on  the  progress  of  that 
spirit  of  innovation  which  had  given  the  most  effect- 
ual impulse  to  the  Revolution,  through  fear  that  the 
rights  and  privileges  already  secured,  might  be  en- 
dangered, in  the  attempt  to  reach  •  the  utmost  bound 
of  civil  liberty.'  From  this  consideration,  in  addition 
to  the  feelings  of  personal  attachment  and  regard 
which  he  cherished  for  Gen.  Hamilton,  it  is  probable 
that  Washington  was  generally  persuaded,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  the  former,  to  bestow  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  National  Government,  in  the  State  of 
New- York,  upon  the  personal  enemies  or  political 
opponents  of  Gov.  Clinton.  In  addition  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Gen.  Hamilton  as  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  of  John  Jay  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  James  Duane  was  made  Judge,  Richard  Har- 
rison, Attorney,  and  William  S.  Smith,  Marshal,  for 
the  District  of  New-York.  All  of  these  gentlemen 
were  decidedly  active  in  their  opposition  to  Gov. 
Clinton ;  whosefriends  appear  to  have  been  wholly 
overlooked.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  Hamilton,  in  this  way,  to  destroy  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Governor,  and  overthrow  the  dominant 
party,  of  which  he  was  the  acknowledged  head  ;  but 
the  strong  hold  which  Clinton  possessed  upon  the 
affections  of  the  people,  and  the  patronage  of  the  State 
Government,  with  the  aid  of  the  majority  of  the  Leg- 
islature, who  were  his  warm  supporters,  enabled  him 
successfully  to  defy  all  opposition. 
3 
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On  the  13th  of  October,  1788,  Gov.  Clinton  issued  a 
proclamation,  requiring  the  Legislature  to  meet  at 
Albany,  on  the  8th  of  December ;  on  which  day  that 
body  assembled.  The  lower  house  was  organized, 
by  the  unanimous  choice  of  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  as 
Speaker.  In  his  speech  to  the  Legislature,  the  Gov- 
ernor reiterated  the  sentiment  which  he  had  previous- 
ly expressed,  that  the  Federal  Constitution  had  been 
ratified  "  on  the  express  confidence,  that  the  exercise 
of  different  powers  would  be  suspended  until  it  should, 
undergo  a  revision  by  a  general  convention  of  the 
States  ;"  but  it  is  scarcely  to  be  presumed  that  he 
seriously  entertained  the  idea  that  a  second  Conven- 
tion would  be  called.  On  the  contrary,  this  declara- 
tion may  rather  be  regarded  as  an  indirect  protest 
against  the  latitudinarian  notions  in  relation  to  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  which  began  to  be  mani- 
fested by  many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Fede- 
ral party.  That  the  Governor  had  this  object  in 
view,  as  a  means  of  combining;  and  strengthening"  the 
Republican  party,  appears  evident,  from  the  fact  that 
one  of  his  friends,  (Mr.  Jones.)  on  the  19th  day  of 
January  following,  introduced  a  bill  into  the  Assem- 
bly, providing  for  the  election  of  United  States  Sena- 
tors. The  two  houses  having  failed  to  agree  upon 
the  details  of  the  bill,  New-York  was  not  represented 
in  the  Senate  during  the  first  session  of  Congress. 
Presidential  Electors  were  chosen  at  this  session, 
and  the  State  divided  into  districts  for  the  election  of 
six  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
first  members  elected  under  the  new  Constitution, 
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were  Egbert  Benson,  William  Floyd,  John  Hathorn, 
Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Lawrence,  and  Peter 
Sylvester. 

As  the  term  of  office  of  Gov.  Clinton  was  to  expire 
in  July,  17S9,  active  preparations  began  to  be  made 
by  the  Federalists,  to  prevent  his  re-election.  Not- 
withstanding their  success  in  securing  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  and  the  prevalent  feeling  in  favor 
of  the  General  Government,  the  Federal  party  met 
with  considerable  difficultv,  in  selecting  a  candidate 
who  could  be  supported  with  any  chance  of  success. 
After  various  propositions  had  been  brought  forward 
and  discarded,  they  seem  to  have  concluded  that  it 
was  impossible  to  defeat  Gov.  Clinton,  unless  a  por- 
tion of  the  Anti-Federalists  could  be  drawn  off  from 
his  support.  For  this  purpose,  a  meeting  of  Federal- 
ists was  held  in  the  city  of  New-York,  on  the  11th 
of  February,  1789,  at  which  Robert  Yates,  then  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  previously 
well  known  as  a  leading  Anti-Federalist,  and  a  de- 
cided opponent  of  the  new  Constitution,  was  nomi- 
nated as  their  candidate  for  Governor.  At  this  meet- 
ing, Gen.  Hamilton,  Robert  Troup,  Wm.  Dtier,  Aaron 
Burr,  and  others,  were  appointed  a  committee  of  cor- 
respondence. On  the  24th  of  February,  Judge  Yates 
signified  his  acceptance  of  the  nomination.  On  the 
27th  of  the  same  month,  Chief  Justice  Morris,  who 
had  been  spoken  of  as  the  Federal  candidate,  and 
who  would  probably  have  been  more  acceptable  to 
the  great  majority  of  the  party,  publicly  declined.  In 
addition  to  the  defection  of  Col.  Burr,  and  other  Anti- 
Federalists,  who  took  ground  against  Gov.  Clinton, 
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meetings  were  held  at  Albany,  Schenectady,  and  other 
places,  by  persons  claiming  to  belong  to  the  same 
party,  who  resolved  to  support  Judge  Yates. 

The  election,  which  was  closely  contested,  came 
off  in  April,  and  resulted  in  the  re-election  of  Gov. 
Clinton,  and  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  Federal 
members  of  the  Assembly.  Under  the  State  Consti- 
tution then  in  existence,  none  but  freeholders  voted 
for  Governor :  and  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast, 
barely  exceeded  twelve  thousand,  Gov.  Clinton  re- 
ceiving six  thousand  three  hundred  ninety-one,  and 
Judge  Yates  five  thousand  nine  hundred  sixty- 
two.  The  counties  of  New- York,  Westchester,  Dutch- 
ess, Columbia,  Albany,  and  Montgomery,  gave  Fed- 
eral majorities.  The  county  of  Ulster,  in  which  Gov. 
Clinton  commenced  his  professional  and  political  ca- 
reer, gave  him  one  thousand  thirty-nine  votes,  out 
of  one  thousand  two  hundred  forty-five,  the  whole 
number  polled.  The  principal  State  officers  at  this 
time,  were  as  follows  :  Pierre  Van  Cortland,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor ;  R.  R.  Livingston,  Chancellor ;  Rich- 
ard Morris,  Chief  Justice ;  Robert  Yates,  and  John 
Sloss  Hobart,  Associate  Justices ;  Lewis  Allain  Scott, 
Secretary  of  State ;  Richard  Varick,  Attorney  Gene- 
ral ;  and  Simeon  Dewitt,  Surveyor  General.  The 
Council  of  Appointment  consisted  of  Samuel  Towns- 
end,  Peter  Van  Ness,  John  Hathorn,  and  John  Wil- 
liams, all  Anti-Federalists.  Of  this  body  the  Gov- 
ernor was  President,  by  virtue  of  his  office ;  and  he 
was  required  by  the  Constitution,  "  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council,  to  appoint  all  officers  " 
not  otherwise  provided  for  in  that  instrument.     The 
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remaining  members  of  the  Council  were  selected 
annually  by  the  Assembly,  from  the  Senators,  one 
being  chosen  from  each  district.  The  number 
of  Senatorial  districts  at  this  time,  was  four,  viz :  the 
Southern,  Middle,  Eastern,  and  Western. 

On  the  (5th  day  of  July,  the  Legislature  convened 
at  Albany,  in  pursuance  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
Governor,  for  the  purpose  of  making  provision  for 
the  election  of  United  States  Senators.  Gillian  Ver- 
planck,  a  member  elected  from  the  city  of  New- York, 
was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  without  oppo- 
sition. On  the  21st  of  July,  a  bill  was  passed  by  the 
two  houses,  providing  for  the  election  of  Senators  in 
Congress,  which  was  returned  by  the  Council  of  Re- 
vision, consisting  of  the  Chancellor,  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  Governor,  with  objections.  As 
the  Council  possessed  the  power  of  vetoing  all  laws, 
unless  passed  by  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  and  there  was  not  the  requisite  majority 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  it  was  lost.  At  a 
subsequent  day,  the  Legislature,  by  joint  resolution, 
appointed  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  and  Rufus  King, 
Senators.  The  latter  gentleman  had  recently  remov- 
ed from  Massachusetts,  which  Slate  he  had  previously 
represented  in  the  Continental  Congress,  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents. 

At  the  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1790, 
Philip  Livingston,  John  Cantine,  Philip  Schuyler,  and 
Edward  Savage,  were  elected  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment.  Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  South- 
ern, and  Gen.  Schuyler,  from  the  Western  District, 
were  Federalists:  Mr.  I  Jantine,  from  the  Middle,  and 
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Mr.  Savage,  from  the  Eastern  District,  were  Republi- 
cans. The  Republican  members  of  the  Council  pro- 
bably owed  their  election  to  the  fact,  that  all  the  Sena- 
tors from  their  respective  districts  belonged  to  the  same 
parly,  as  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  Federalists 
would  have  voluntarily  yielded  to  their  opponents 
the  entire  control  of  the  State  patronage.  The  offices 
becoming  vacant  during  the  existence  of  this  Council, 
were  generally  bestowed  on  Republicans.  Richard 
Morris  having  resigned  the  office  of  Chief  Justice, 
Robert  Yates  was  appointed  as  his  successor.  The 
vacancy  made  by  the  promotion  of  Judge  Yates,  was 
hlled  by  the  appointment  of  John  Lansing,  Jr.  The 
Federal  members  of  the  Council  supported  Egbert 
Benson,  and  the  Republicans  Mr.  Lansing,  who  was 
appointed  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Governor.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting  of  the  Council,  Abraham  Yates, 
Jr.,  was  appointed  Mayor  of  Albany,  Peter  Ganse- 
voort,  Sheriff,  and  Richard  Lush,  Clerk,  in  the  same 
manner. 

The  next  general  election  was  held  in  April,  1790, 
and  a  nominal  majority  of  Federal  members  were 
elected  to  both  houses  of  the  Legislature.  Party 
lines  were  not  very  distinctly  marked,  as  several 
of  the  members  who  had  been  elected  as  Feder- 
alists, were  friend]  y  to  Gov.  Clinton.  At  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress  held  in  New-York,  during  the 
summer  of  this  year,  the  Funding  System  of  Gen. 
Hamilton,  and  his  project  for  a  National  Bank,  which 
had  agitated  the  public  mind  from  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  the  Government,  were  the  prominent 
subjects  of  discussion.       The   Republicans   of  this 


IN    NEW- YORK.  39 

State  were  generally  opposed  to  the  assumption  by 
the  nation  of  the  State  debts,  and  the  chartering  of  a 
bank,  which  were  leading  features  of  Gen.  Hamilton's 
scheme.  When  the  vote  wras  taken,  a  majority  was 
found  in  both  branches  of  Congress  in  favor  of  the 
assumption.  Gen.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  King  voted  for 
the  measure-  The  New-York  delegation  in  the 
House  were  equally  divided. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  met  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  January  3, 1791.  John  Watts  was  unanimously 
elected  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  James  Kent,  the 
distinguished  jurist,  made  his  first  appearance  in  pub- 
lic life  at  this  session,  as  a  member  of  the  lower  house 
from  the  county  of  Dutchess.  Gen.  Schuyler  having 
prawn  for  the  short  term,  upon  his  election  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  his  term  of  office  would  expire 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1791  ;  consequently,  the  choice 
of  his  successor  devolved  upon  this  Legislature.  The 
incumbent  was  a  candidate  for  re-election,  and  Aaron 
Burr  was  his  competitor.  The  latter  was  nominated 
by  both  houses :  in .  the  Senate,  his  majority  was 
eight,  in  the  Assembly,  five.  The  politics  of  Col. 
Burr,  at  this  time,  it  would  be  difficult  to  define.  He 
was  considered  as  opposed  to  the  ultras  of  both 
parties ;  and,  several  years  afterwards,  he  frankly 
avowed  that  he  regarded  both  Clinton  and  Hamilton 
as  his  rivals.  A  portion  of  the  Federal  members  of 
the  Legislature  preferred  Burr  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  as 
the  latter,  although  enlarged  and  liberal  in  his  views, 
and  a  sincere  patriot,  was  believed  to  act  under  the 
influence  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  and  was  personally  un- 
popular, on  account  of  his  early  military  associations, 
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which  had  imparted  an  unprepossessing  austerity  to 
his  manners. 

On  account  of  the  large  increase  of  population  in 
the  State,  as  appeared  from  the  census  taken  in  1790, 
a  new  apportionment  of  the  representation  in  the 
Legislature,  and  a  new  division  of  the  Senatorial  dis- 
tricts, became  necessary.  The  whole  population  at 
the  time  the  census  was  taken,  was  three  hundred 
forty  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty;  and  the 
number  of  electors  for  Senators,  nineteen  thou- 
sand six  hundred  twenty-six.  This  subject  was 
brought  before  the  Legislature,  at  the  regular  ses- 
sion in  1791,  and  a  new  division  of  the  Senatorial 
districts  was  made,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  7th  day  of 
February.  Under  this  act,  the  counties  of  Suffolk, 
Queens.  Kings,  Richmond,  New- York,  and  Westches- 
ter, were  constituted  the  Southern  District,  and  entitled 
to  elect  eight  Senators ;  the  counties  of  Dutchess,  Ulster 
and  Orange,  were  constituted  the  Middle  District,  to 
elect  six  Senators;  the  counties  of  Columbia,  Rensse- 
laer, Washington,  and  Clinton,  were  constituted  the 
Eastern  District,  to  elect  five  Senators  ;  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Albany,  Montgomery,  Saratoga,  and  Ontario, 
were  constituted'  the  Western  District,  to  elect  five 
Senators.  At  this  session,  also,  three  new  counties 
were  erected  out  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  viz  : 
Herkimer,  Otsego,  and  Tioga  :  and  an  act  was  passed 
making  a  new  apportionment  of  the  representation  in 
the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Burr  having  been  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  his  office  of  Attorney  General,  to  which  he 
had  been  appointed  on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Varick, 
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in  September,  1789,  was  declared  vacant  by  the  Coun- 
cil; and  Morgan  Lewis,  a  connection  of  the  "Livings- 
ton family,"  who  had  recently  changed  their  politics, 
was  appointed  his  successor,  on  the  Sth  of  November, 

179,1. 

At  the  general  election  in  April,  1791,  the  Repub- 
licans, owing  partly  to  local  and  personal  considera- 
tions, gained  considerable  strength  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Melancthon  Smith  was  returned  as  a  mem- 
ber, from  the  strong  Federal  county  of  New- York  ; 
his  colleagues  were  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  and 
other  equally  zealous  Federalists.  The  regular 
session  of  that  body,  which  was  held  at  New- 
York,  commenced  January  5th,  1792.  Mr.  Watts 
was  re-elected  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  In  his  an- 
nual speech  to  the  Legislature,  the  Governor  stated 
that  large  quantities  of  "  the  waste  and  unappropria- 
ted lands"  belonging  to  the  State,  had  been  sold  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office,  and  recom- 
mended that  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  State  debts,  and  the  surplus  invested 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  annual  income  should  be 
used  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses.  The  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  were,  the  Governor, 
L.  A.  Scott,  Secretary  of  State,  Aaron  Burr,  Attorney 
General,  Girard  Bancker,  Treasurer,  and  Peter  T. 
Curtcnius,  Auditor.  The  agency  of  the  Governor 
in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  which  was  made  un- 
der an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  in  1791,  confer- 
ring unlimited  powers  on  the  Commissioners,  formed 
the  foundation  of  a  violent  attack  which  was  made  on 
him  during  this  session.     The  whole  quantity  of  land 
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sold,  amounted  to  five  million  five  hundred  forty- 
two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  ; 
the  receipts  were  one  million  thirty  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars.  Among  the  sales, 
was  one  made  to  Alexander  McComb.  of  three  mil- 
lion  six  hundred  thirty-five  thousand  and  two  hun- 
dred acres,  at  eight  pence  per  acre,  payable  in  five 
annual  instalments,  without  interest.  Other  parcels 
were  sold,  at  prices  ranging  from  one  shilling  to  three 
shillings  per  acre.  The  report  of  the  Commissioners 
having  been  taken  up  for  consideration,  Col.  Talbot, 
a  member  of  the  Assembly  from  Montgomery  county, 
offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  severely  censuring  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  by  whom  the  sales  had  been 
made.  In  the  course  of  the  protracted  and  acrimoni- 
ous debate  which  ensued,  Gov.  Clinton  and  his  im- 
mediate friends  were  charged  with  having  been  per- 
sonally interested  in  the  sales  to  McComb,  which 
was  subsequently  denied  by  that  gentleman  under 
oath.  This  charge  was  not  attempted  to  be  sustained 
by  any  proof,  although  it  is  doubtless  true  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Commissioners  was  highly  injudicious ; 
yet  it  was  unqualifiedly  asserted  on  their  behalf,  that 
no  higher  offers  could  be  obtained  than  those  accepted 
by  them.  The  resolutions  of  Col.  Talbot  were  finally 
rejected,  and  on  the  10th  of  April,  Melancthon  Smith 
introduced  into  the  Assembly  a  resolution  approving 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners,  which  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  thirty-five  to  twenty. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  of  those 
who  instituted  this  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Gov. 
Clinton,  the  opposite  party  were  thereby  emboldened 
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to  make  vigorous  efforts  to  defeat  him  at  the  election 
in  April.  Early  in  the  winter,  Judge  Yates  had  pos- 
itively declined  being  again  a  candidate  ;  and  Chan- 
cellor Livingston,  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the 
patroon,  who  were  also  spoken  of,  had  both  refused. 
In  this  state  of  things,  all  eyes  were  anxiously  turned 
on  John  Jay,  who  was  put  in  nomination  by  his 
Federal  friends,  in  connection  with  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer  as  the  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor, 
at  a  meeting  of  Federalists  held  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1792.  Judge  Yates  at- 
tended this  meeting,  and  expressed  his  determination 
to  support  the  Federal  candidates.  On  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, a  Republican  meeting  was  held  in  the  same 
city,  at  which  Gov.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van  Cortland  were 
nominated  for  re-election.  A  number  of  moderate 
men,  of  both  parties,  preferred  Col.  Burr  for  Governor, 
on  the  ground  that  "  he  did  not  belong  to  either 
party  " ;  but  the  enthusiastic  spirit  which  was  mani- 
fested by  the  Federal  and  Republican  parties  through- 
out the  State,  in  support  of  their  respective  candidates, 
induced  him  to  announce  in  the  newspapers,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  that  he  was  not  a  candidate. 

The  gubernatorial  election  was  held  in  April,  1792, 
and  was  warmly  contested  on  both  sides.  By  the 
laws  of  the  State,  the  votes  for  Governor,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  and  Senators,  were  canvassed  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  con- 
sisting of  twelve  persons,  six  of  whom  were  chosen 
by  each  house.  The  canvassers  officiating  this  year, 
were  David  Gelston,  Thomas  Tillotson,  Melancthon 
Smith,  Daniel  Graham,  P.  Van  Cortland,  Jr.,  David 
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McCarty,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Samuel  Jones,  Isaac 
Rosevelt,  Leonard  Gansevoort.  and  Joshua  Sands. 
Owing  to  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the  canvass- 
ers, as  to  the  right  of  canvassing  and  allowing  the 
votes  given  in  the  counties  of  Otsego,  Clinton,  and 
Tioga,  the  matter  was  referred  to  Rums  King  and 
Aaron  Burr,  the  two  State  Senators.  The  ballots 
taken  in  the  county  of  Otsego,  were  received  and  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  a  sheriff  holding 
over  until  his  successor  had  taken  the  oath  of  office ; 
the  votes  taken  in  the  county  of  Clinton,  were  deliv- 
ered into  the  Secretary's  office,  by  a  person  who  had 
no  deputation,  but  who  had  received  the  box  contain- 
ing them  from  the  Sheriff  of  the  county ;  the  box 
containing  the  votes  of  the  county  of  Tioga,  was 
delivered  by  the  clerk  of  the  special  deputy  appointed 
by  the  Sheriff.  Mr.  King  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  votes  from  all  three  counties  ought  to  be  canvass- 
ed. Mr.  Burr  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the  votes 
of  Clinton  county  ought  to  be  allowed,  but  thought 
that  those  taken  in  Otsego  and  Tioaa  should  be  re- 
jected.  A  majority  of  the  canvassers,  viz :  Messrs. 
Gelston,  Tiilotson,  Smith,  Graham,  Van  Cortland, 
McCarty,  and  Havens,  decided  to  reject  the  votes  from 
the  three  counties,  and  declared  George  Clinton  duly 
elected  Governor,  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
eight.  The  minority  of  the  board,  Messrs.  Jones, 
Rosevelt,  Gansevoort,  and  Sands,  protested,  in  writing, 
against  this  decision.  The  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion consisted  in  the  fact,  that  the  county  of  Otsego 
had  given  about  four  hundred  majority  against  Gov. 
Clinton ;    and  that  the  votes  of  Clinton  and  Tiosra 
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would  not  materially  diminish  that  majority ;  there- 
fore, if  the  votes  from  the  three  counties  had  been 
allowed,  Mr.  Jay  would  have  been  declared  elected. 

Party  feeling  at  this  time  ran  very  high,  and  when 
the  decision  of  the  State  canvassers  was  made  known, 
it  o-ave  rise  to  the  most  violent  criminations  and  re- 
criminations.  Gov.  Clinton  was  denounced  as  a 
usurper,  and  the  canvassing  committee  were  charged 
with  acting  under  the  influence  of  sinister  and  cor- 
rupt motives.  That  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the 
electors  in  the  State  was  set  aside  by  the  decision  of 
the  canvassers,  cannot  be  denied.  Indeed,  the  sub- 
sequent defeat  of  the  Republican  party,  was  a  signifi- 
cant rebuke  of  the  conduct  of  Gov.  Clinton  and  his 
friends.  Had  the  influence  of  the  Governor  been  ex- 
erted, the  canvassers  would  doubtless  have  made  a 
different  decision.  But  it  is  probable,  that  a  keen 
sense  of  the  injustice  of  the  attack  made  upon  him  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  which 
had  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  swell  the  vote  of 
the  Federal  candidate,  induced  him  to  remain  silent 
while  the  wrong  was  being  committed  ;  yet  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  he  did  not  exhibit  the  same  magna- 
nimity of  character,  in  his  course  upon  this  question, 
which  distinguished  Mr.  Jay  on  another  memorable 
occasion.  During  the  Presidential  contest  of  1S00, 
the  Federal  party  had  become  disheartened  and  di- 
vided, and  it  was  found  that  the  electoral  vote  of  New- 
York  could  alone  prevent  the  election  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son. Mr.  Jay,  who  was  then  Governor  of  the  State 
was  applied  to  by  his  political  friends,  to  convene  an 
extra  session  of  the  existing  Legislature,  a  majority 
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of  which  were  Federalists,  with  the  view  of  choos- 
ing electors,  in  anticipation  of  the  regular  session  of 
the  succeeding  Legislature,  who  would  undoubtedly 
make  choice  of  electors  friendly  to  Mr.  Jefferson.  In  a 
private  letter,  urging  this  course,  which  was  addressed 
to  the  Governor  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  the  latter  remark- 
ed :  "  In  times  like  these  in  which  we  live,  it  will  not 
do  to  be  over-scrupulous.  It  is  easy  to  sacrifice  the 
substantial  interests  of  society,  by  a  strict  adherence  to 
ordinary  rules."  Mr.  Jay,  with  a  moral  courage  and  a 
manliness  worthy  of  high  commendation,  refused 
to  be  made  a  party  to  such  a  proceeding,  and  up- 
on the  letter  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  afterwards  found 
among  his  papers,  he  made  the  following  endorse- 
ment :  "  Proposing  a  measure  for  party  purposes, 
which  I  think  it  would  not  become  me  to  adopt" ; 
thus  adding  another,  to  the  many  circumstances, 
which  go  to  stiow,  that  throughout  his  whole  public 
career,  he  was  rather,  the  passive  recipient  of  political 
honors,  than  the  active  and  zealous  partizan. 

At  the  time  the  decision  of  the  canvassing  com- 
mittee was  made,  Mr.  Jay  was  holding  a  Circuit 
Court  in  Vermont.  On  his  return  to  this  State,  he 
was,  every  where  on  his  route,  received  by  his  friends 
with  flattering  demonstrations  of  respect.  Immedi- 
ately after  his  arrival  in  New- York,  a  public  meeting 
was  called  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, on  the  attempt  which  had  been  made  to  deprive 
him  of  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  elected,  "  in 
contempt,"  as  was  said,  "  of  the  sacred  voice  of  the 
people,  in  defiance  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  uniform  practice  and  settled  principles  of 
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law."  Mr.  Jay's  replies  to  the  expressions  of  confi- 
dence and  esteem  which  he  received  from  his  friends, 
were  uniformly  written  in  a  mild  and  conciliatory 
tone,  and  he  steadily  set  his  face  against  any  popular 
commotion  or  disturbance.  Gov.  Clinton  took  the 
oath  of  office  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  on  the  19th  was 
present  at  a  public  dinner  tendered  him  by  his  politi- 
cal friends  in  New- York,  at  which  the  conduct  of  his 
opponents  was  animadverted  upon  with  no  little  sever- 
ity. The  reply  of  the  Governor  to  the  address  of 
the  Chairman,  was  exceedingly  mild,  but  dignified. 

About  this  time,  a  new  distinguishing  feature  of  the 
two  great  parties  in  the  country  was  first  manifested. 
The  Republicans  were  charged  by  the  Federalists, 
with  beinc:  leagued  with  the  French  Jacobins,  and 
with  favoring  the  Agrarian  doctrines,  and  loose  theo- 
ries in  politics  and  morals,  which  were  then  alarm- 
ingly prevalent  in  France  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Federalists  were  accused  of  entertaining  senti- 
ments favorable  to  the  policy  and  government  of 
England,  and  incompatible  with  a  proper  regard  for 
liberty,  as  well  in  this  country  as  in  France.  The 
feelings  growing  out  of  these  reciprocal  accusations 
afterwards  took  such  deep  root,  that  the  Republicans 
openly  identified  themselves  as  being  the  friends  of 
France,  and  the  Federalists  avowed  similar  prefer- 
ences for  the  British  nation. 

Owinc;  to  the  large  increase  of  the  population,  and 
the  business  of  the  courts,  it  was  deemed  advisable, 
by  the  Council,  in  the  summer  of  1792,  to  appoint  a 
fourth  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  The 
appointment  was  first  tendered  to  Aaron  Burr,  who 
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declined  accepting  it.  The  office  was  then  conferred 
on  Morgan  Lewis,  and  the  vacancy  thus  created  in 
the  Attorney  Generalship,  was  rilled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Nathaniel  Lawrence.  All  these  appoint- 
ments were  made  by  the  votes  of  Messrs.  Pye  and 
Van  Cortland,  the  two  Republican  members  of  the 
Council,  and  the  casting  vote  of  Gov.  Clinton.  On 
the  6th  of  November  the  Legislature  met  in  New- 
York,  the  session  having  been  appointed  thus  early, 
by  the  Governor,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  electors 
for  President  and  Vice  President.  Mr.  Watts  was 
again  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  The  can- 
vassing question  was  immediately  raised  by  the  Fed- 
eralists in  the  Senate,  who  objected  to  the  right  of 
John  Livingston,  the  Republican  candidate,  declared 
elected  in  the  Eastern  District,  to  take  his  seat  in  that 
body.  The  principal  speakers  on  the  subject,  were 
Mr.  Williams  of  Washington  county,  on  the  Demo- 
cratic side,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Jones,  who  had  recently 
changed  his  political  associations,  and  become  a  zeal- 
ous Federalist,  on  the  side  of  the  opposition.  The 
question  was  decided  in  favor  of  Mr.  Livingston,  by  a 
majority  of  one.  The  vote,  a  strict  party  one,  stood 
twelve  to  eleven.  On  the  13th  of  November,  the 
same  question  was  brought  up  in  the  Assembly,  by 
the  appearance  at  the  bar  of  about  eighty  gentlemen, 
claiming  to  be  deputies  from  different  sections  of  the 
State  :;  to  solicit  a  legislative  remedy  for  the  late  out- 
rage said  to  have  been  committed  on  the  right  of  suf- 
frage  by  a  majority  of  the  Canvassing  Committee." 
The  memorial  of  these  deputies  was  presented,  and  a 
lengthy  investigation  of  the  subject  matter  of  their 
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complaints  was  thereupon  had,  which  resulted  in  a 
vote  of  the  Assembly  approving  the  proceedings  of 
the  majority  of  the  canvassers.  While  this  subject 
was  under  consideration,  a  memorial  was  presented 
by  the  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton,  against  William  Coop- 
.er,  First  Judge  of  Otsego  County,  asking  for  his  im- 
peachment. Upon  the  inquiry  which  ensued,  suffi- 
cient facts  were  not  elicited  to  found  an  impeachment, 
although  it  appeared  that  he  had  encouraged  illegal 
voting  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jay,  and  in  other  respects 
misconducted  himself,  as  a  citizen.  The  Presiden- 
tial Electors  chosen  at  this  session,  were  John  Wood- 
hull,  Edward  Savage,  Johanus  Brown,  William  Floyd. 
Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  David  Van  Ness,  Samuel  Clark, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  Volkert  Veeder,  Samuel  Ward, 
and  Samuel  Osgood,  who  were  all  Republicans. 

The  Federal  party  succeeded,  at  the  April  election 
in  1793,  by  a  triumphant  majority.  The  Republican 
candidates  were  elected  in  the  Middle  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict, and  the  remaining  Districts  returned  Federal 
Senators.  In  the  following  summer,  Mr.  Genet,  the 
French  Minister,  visited  New-York,  and  was  cordial- 
ly received  by  the  Republicans  of  that  city,  who  ap- . 
pointed  a  committee  to  address  him.  Mr.  Genet  was 
highly  complimented  in  the  address,  and  the  French 
people  were  assured  of  the  deep  sympathy  entertained 
for  them  by  the  Republican  party.  The  Federalists 
also  held  a  meeting,  and  passed  a  series  of  spirited 
resolutions,  in  support  of  the  neutral  attitude  assumed 
by  the  United  States  Government,  in  respect  to  the 
war  then  waging  in  Europe. 

The  Legislature  met  at  Albany  on  the  7th  of  Jan- 


50  POLITICAL    PARTIES 

uary,  1794,  and  James  Watson,  of  New- York,  was 

chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  In  his  speech  to 
the  two  houses,  the  Governor  alluded  to  the  war  in 
Europe,  and  expressed  the  wish  that  peace  might  be 
preserved  ;  at  the  same  time  complaining  of  the  delay- 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  surrendering  the  West- 
ern ports,  according  to  the  treaty  of  17S3.  He  also 
recommended  a  thorough  revision  of  the  criminal 
code  of  the  State.  After  the  withdrawal  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Senate,  from  the  Assembty  Chamber, 
Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  a  Federal  member  from  New- 
York,  moved  that  the  House  proceed,  forthwith,  to 
choose  a  Council  of  Appointment,  and  delivered  a  most 
violent  speech  against  the  course  of  Governor  Clinton 
and  the  existing  Council.  Ambrose  Spencer,  and 
other  Federal  members,  supported  the  motion.  The 
most  active  members  on  the  opposite  side  were,  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Suffolk,  and  Mr.  Comstock.  of  Saratoga,  who 
advocated  a  postponement  of  the  question  until  the 
next  morning.  This  was  earnestly  resisted  by  Mr. 
Hoffman,  who  stated  that  the  appointment  of  a  fifth 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  had  become  necessary  ; 
and  that,  if  a  selection  were  made  by  the  existing 
Council,  a  very  unsuitable  man  would  be  chosen. 
The  Federalists  desired  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
Egbert  Benson  as  one  of  the  Judges,  while  the  Re- 
publicans  were  generally  in  favor  of  Peter  W.  Yates. 
Gov.  Clinton,  it  is  said,  was  opposed  to  appointing  a 
fifth  Judge,  which  was  probably  the  case  ;  for,  had  he 
entertained  the  contrary  opinion,  the  appointment 
might  have  been  made,  while  Mr.  Hoffman's  motion 
was   pending   in  the  House.     Notwithstanding  the 
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vigorous  opposition  of  the  Republican  members,  the 
motion  was  carried,  and  a  new  Council  appointed, 
consisting  of  Philip  Schuyler,  Zina  Hitchcock,  and 
Selah  Strong,  Federalists,  and  Reuben  Hopkins,  a 
Republican.  Shortly  after,  Egbert  Benson  was  ap- 
pointed a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Govern- 
or having  refused  to  make  the  nomination,  it  was 
done  by  one  of  the  Federal  members;  and,  a  majority 
having  voted  for  Mr.  Benson,  lie  was  declared  ap- 
pointed. Gov.  Clinton  protested  against  this  proceed- 
ing", and  insisted  that  he  possessed  the  exclusive  rig-ht 
of  nomination.  On  the  last  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Council,  the  Governor  drew  up  a  formal  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  majority  in  making  appoint- 
ments, which  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  In  1801,  a  controversy  arose  between  Gov. 
Jay  and  the  Council,  a  majority  of  whom  were  then 
Republicans,  in  which  he  took  the  same  ground  pre- 
viously maintained  by  Gov.  Clinton,  and  insisted  upon 
the  exclusive  right  to  make  nominations.  The  pro- 
test of  Gov.  Clinton  called  forth  a  lengthy  reply  from 
the  Federal  members  of  the  Council,  who  endeavored 
to  convict  him  of  inconsistency.  This  charge  was 
not  sustained  by  the  facts  adduced  ;  and  it  needs  only 
a  candid  examination,  to  convince  any  unprejudiced 
mind,  that  Clinton  and  Jay  were  correct  in  their  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution. 

The  election  in  1794  terminated  in  favor  of  the 
Federalists.  More  than  five  thousand  voles  were 
cast  for  Stephen  Van  1  i  nsselaer  and  John  Fr<  y,  the 
Federal  nominees  for  Senators,  in  the  Western  Dis- 
trict;  while  the  oppo  candidates   received   but 
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about  two  hundred  and  forty.  The  Legislature  met 
at  Poughkeepsie,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1795.  The 
candidate  for  the  Speakership  were,  Gen.  North,  of 
Duan  \  m  gh,  and  Mr.  Watson,  the  late  Speaker ;  both 
of  wWj&  A  ^re  Federalists.  The  former  was  elected, 
by  a  Vv  .-' K;  <  Thirty-three  to  twenty-eight.  Gov.  Clin- 
ton was  at  this  time  confined  to  his  house,  at  Green- 
wich, by  sickness,  and,  instead  of  the  usual  speech, 
sent  a  written  message  to  the  Legislature,  in  which 
he  again  recommended  the  amelioration  of  the  crimi- 
nal  code,  and  that  legislative  aid  should  be  extended 
to  the  Common  Schools.  Acting  upon  this  sugges- 
tion, the  Legislature  passed  a  law,  appropriating  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  five  years, 
and  directing  its  apportionment  among  the  several 
counties.  The  act  also  provided,  that  the  board  of 
Supervisors  in  each  county  should  apportion  the 
amount  among  the  towns,  and  that,  in  addition  there- 
to, a  sum  equal  to  one-half  of  its  share  of  the  public 
money  should  be  assessed  and  raised  in  each  town, 
for  the  support  of  its  own  schools.  On  the  27th  of 
January,  Rufus  King  was  re-elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March, 
then  next,  at  which  time  his  term  of  office  would  ex- 
pire. A  few  days  afterwards,  Gov.  Clinton  published 
an  eloquent  and  feeling  address,  to  the  Freeholders  of 
the  State,  in  whicU  he  declined  being  a  candidate  for 
re-election.  The  reasons  which  he  alledged  were, 
that  he  had  held  elective  offices  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  daring  which  time  the  duties  of  the  various 
trusts  devolved  upon  him,  prevented  that  attention 
to  his  private  affairs  which  they  now  imperatively 
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required,  and  that  the  impaired  state  of  his  health 
rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  retire  from  active 
business.  Lieut.  Gov.  Van  Cortland  also  declined 
being  a  candidate  for  re-election,  on  account  of  his 
advanced  age. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


1795 —  tion  of  John  Jay  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  as  the 

Federal  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor — Rob- 
ert Yate3  and  William  Floyd,  supported  by  the  Democratic  party 
— Gubernatorial  Election — Triumph  of  the  Federalists — Arrival 
of  Governor  Jay  in  New- York — Publication  of  the  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  and  its  consequences — Session  of  the  Legislature 
in  1796 — Returns  of  the  Census  taken  in  1795 — Jacob  RadclifT — 
J  ::"!es  Kent — E  |  dization  of  Senatorial  Districts — Attempt  to 
abolish  Slavery — Conduct  of  the  French  Government,  and  their 
.its  in  this  country,  and  its  effect  upon  the  spring  election 
of  1790 — Choice  of  Presidential  Electors  by  the  State  Legisla- 
ture— Preference  of  Gen.  Hamilton  for  Thomas  Pincknev,  instead 
of  John  Adams — Apathy  in  the  Democratic  Party — John  Law- 
rence appointed  United  States  Senator — Edward  Livingston  and 
fr.  Jay's  Treaty — Legislative  Session  of  1797 — Office  of  Comp- 
troller created — Seat  of  Government  permanently  fixed  at  Albany 
— Gen.  Schuyler  elected  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate — 
The  British  Treaty — The  Livingston  Family — Election  in  1797 
— Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell — Dewitt  Clinton — Session  of  the  Le- 
gislature in  1798 — Gen.  Schuyler's  resignation  as  United  States 
Senator,  and  appointment  of  Judge  Hobart — John  Lansing,  Jr., 
appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  James  Kent  an  Associate  Judge, 
of  the  Supreme  Court — Re-nomination  of  Jay  and  Van  Rensselaer 
— Spring  Election— Gov.  Jay  re-elected,  and  the  Federalists  gen- 
erally successful — Apprehensions  of  a  war  with  France — James 
Watson  elected  United  States  Senator — Disaffection  in  the  Fede- 
ral ranks — Opinions  of  leading  Federalists  as  to  the  permanence 
of  Democratic  institutions — Alien  and  Sedition  laws — Virginia 
and  Kentucky  Resolutions — Erastus  RDot — Charter  of  the  Man- 
hattan Banking  Company — Election  in  April,  1799 — Death  of 
George  Washington — Legislative  session  of 1S00 — April  Election 
— Difficulty  between  Gov.  Jay  and  the  Council — A  State  Conven- 
tion recommended — Presidential  Election  of  1800 — Conduct  of 
Gen.  Hamilton — Intrigues  of  Col.  Burr — Choice  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
— Retirement  of  Gov.  Jay — 1801. 

The  refusal  of  Gov.  Clinton  to  become  a  candidate 
for  re-election,  rendered  it  certain  that  a  change  would 
be  produced  at  the  ensuing  election.      The  Federal 
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party  were  anxious  to  nominate  Mr.  Jay.  His  con- 
ceded fitness  for  the  office  of  Governor,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  been  defeated  in  1792,  were 
powerful  arguments  in  his  favor.  On  the  other  hand, 
were  the  prevailing  sympathy  for  the  French  Repub- 
lic, and  the  strong  prejudices  against  Great  Britain, 
which  it  was  feared  might  be  aroused  against  him,  if 
he  should  conclude  a  treaty  with  England,  where  he 
had  been  sent  with  that  object  in  view.  It  was 
thought,  however,  as  eventually  proved  to  be  the 
case,  that  the  contents  of  the  treaty  would  not  be 
known  in  this  country,  until  after  the  election.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  Federalists,  at  a  Legislative  Caucus, 
nominated  John  Jay,  for  Governor,  and  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  This  nomina- 
tion was  made  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Jay. 
After  considerable  difficulty,  the  Democratic  party 
finally  determined  to  support  Chief  Justice  Yates, 
who  had  been  the  Federal  candidate  in  1789,  in  op- 
position to  Gov.  Clinton,  for  Governor,  and  William 
Floyd,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  Col.  Burr  had  been 
again  spoken  of  by  his  friends,  but  a  majority  of  both 
parties  were  decidedly  opposed  to  him.  The  result 
of  the  April  election  was,  as  might  have  been  antici- 
pated from  the  political  course  of  Judge  Yates,  Mr. 
Jay  receiving  a  large  majority  of  the  votes,  and 
being  declared  elected.  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  was  elect- 
ed Lieutenant  Governor,  and  a  Federal  majority  cho- 
sen in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  The  Sena* 
tors  elected  \vr\-t\  John  D.  Coe,  Richard  Hatfield^ 
Philip  Livingston,  Ambrose  Spencer,  and  JohnFhey, 
all  of  whom  were  Federalists.      Dewitt  Clinton  was 
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one  of  the  Republican  candidates  for  member  of  As- 
sembly in  the  city  of  New- York,  but  was  defeated. 

Two  days  after  the  result  of  the  State  canvass  was 
made  known,  Mr.  Jay  arrived  in  New- York,  and  was 
received  by  "  a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  assembled 
to  welcome  their  new  Governor."  with  flattering  evi- 
dences  of  their  regard  and  esteem.  On  the  2d  of  July, 
the  treaty  which  he  had  negotiated  was  published  at 
Philadelphia,  and  the  long  pent  indignation  of  the 
Republican  party  burst  forth  with  ten-fold  fury.  Mr. 
Jay  was  burnt  in  effigy,  by  the  mob  in  Philadelphia. 
Public  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  Union,  at 
which  the  treaty,  and  the  negotiator,  were  alike  de- 
nounced. In  New- York,  an  immense  crowd  attend- 
ed a  meeting  in  the  open  air,  and,  after  adopting 
some  violent  resolutions,  marched,  with  the  American 
and  French  colors  flying,  in  front  of  the  Governor's 
house,  and  there  burned  the  treaty.  In  attempting 
to  address  the  meeting,  Gen.  Hamilton  was  pelted 
with  stones,  and  compelled  to  leave  the  ground. 
These  outrages,  Ave  re  neither  countenanced  or 
approved  by  the  candid  and  reflecting  members 
of  the  Republican  party.  Although  Mr.  Jay's  politi- 
cal opponents,  to  a  man,  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  with  his  views  on  other 
important  subjects,  his  integrity  and  patriotism  were 
never  seriously  questioned.  Had  the  contents  of  the  t 
treaty  been  published  previous  to  the  election,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  he  would  have  been  defeated^. 
Indeed,  the  public  feeling  was  so  strongly  set  against 
it,  that  at  the  Congressional  election  in  December, 
1795,  Edward  Livingston,  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
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a  warm  friend  of  the  French  revolution,  was  elected 
from  New- York,  in  opposition  to  James  Watson,  one 
of  the  most  popular  Federalists  in  that  city. 

The  Legislature  convened  in  New  York,  on  the 
6th  of  January,  1796.  Gen.  North  was  re-elected 
Speaker.  In  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
Gov.  Jay  avowed  his  determination  "  to  regard  all 
his  fellow-citizens  with  an  equal  eye,  and  to  cherish 
and  advance  merit,  wherever  found."  This  declara- 
tion was  a  noble  one,  in  theory,  but  the  Governor,  like 
all  other  party  men,  found  himself  unable  to  reduce 
it  to  practice.  He  also  requested  the  Legislature  to 
pass  a  law,  declaratory  of  the  exclusive  right  of  the 
Governor  to  make  nominations  in  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, and  recommended  that  the  Chancellor  and 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  pensioned 
whenever  they  became  ineligible,  on  account  of  age, 
to  hold  their  respective  offices.  No  definite  action 
was  had  by  the  Legislature,  on  either  of  these  ques- 
tions. The  Council  of  Appointment  chosen  this  year, 
consisted  of  Joshua  Sands,  Abraham  Schenck,  Eben- 
ezer  Russell,  and  Michael  Myers,  all  Federalists  ex- 
cept Mr.  Schenck.  During  this  session,  a  bill  was 
passed  dividing  the  State  into  districts,  for  the  trial  of 
criminal  cases  at  the  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 
and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  At- 
torney Generals  in  each  district.  Jacob  RadclirY  was 
appointed  to  this  office,  for  the  district  comprising  the 
counties  of  Dutchess,  Orange,  and  Ulster ;  and  Am- 
brose Spencer,  for  the  district  composed  of  Columbia, 
Rensselaer,  &c.  At  the  same  time,  James  Kent,  then 
of  the  city  of  New- York,  was  appointed  a  Master  in 
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Chancery.  The  census  taken  in  1795,  was  returned 
to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1796  ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
whole  number  of  freeholders  in  the  State  was  thirty- 
six  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 
the  voters  for  members  of  Assembly,  sixty-six  thou- 
sand and  seventeen.  According  to  the  Constitution, 
it  now  became  necessary  to  elect  twenty  additional 
Senators,  seventeen  of  whom  were  to  be  chosen  in  the 
Western  District.  For  the  purpose  of  equalizing  the 
districts,  an  act  was  passed,  annexing  the  counties  of 
Albany  and  Saratoga  to  the  Eastern  District.  At 
this  session,  also,  a  bill  was  introduced  "for  the  grad- 
ual abolition  of  slavery,"  upon  the  suggestion  of  Gov. 
Jav,  as  it  is  said.  A  lon^  and  animated  discussion 
arose  on  the  merits  of  this  question,  which  was  dis- 
posed of  in  the  end  by  the  passage  of  a  resolution, 
declaring  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  deprive  any  citi- 
zen of  his  property,  unless  a  reasonable  compensation 
should  be  paid  to  him  by  the  State.  The  vote  on  the 
resolution  stood  thirty-one  to  thirty-one,  and  was  de- 
cided by  the  casting  vote  of  Mr.  Foote,  afterwards 
First  Judge  of  the  county  of  Delaware,  who  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  violent  and  dictatorial  conduct  of  the  French 
Minister,  and  the  Government  which  lie  represented, 
so  far  diminished  the  excitement  in  relation  to  the 
British  treaty,  that  the  election  in  the  spring  of  1796 
terminated  highly  favorable  to  the  Federalists.  In 
the  Southern  District,  Messrs.  Haight,  Onderdonk, 
Strong,  and  Watson,  the  Federal  nominees,  were  elect- 
ed to  the  Senate  by  nearly  fifteen  hundred  majority. 
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Robert  Sands  and  William  Thomson,  Federalists,  and 
C.  Tappan,  Republican,  were  elected  in  the  Middle 
District,  by  a  close  vote.  In  the  Eastern  District,  E. 
Clarke,  M.  Vail,  J.  Savage,  P.  Sylvester  and  A.  Ten 
Eyck,  the  Federal  candidates,  were  elected  by  deci- 
ded majorities.  In  the  Western  District,  Jedediah 
Sanger,  James  Gordon.  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Thomas 
Morris,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  John  Richardson,  Johannes 
Dietz,  Vincent  Matthews,  Jacob  Morris,  Leonard 
Brown,  Francis  Nicol,  Joseph  White,  and  Abraham 
Arndt,  all  Federalists,  were  elected  almost  without 
opposition.  The  Legislature  met  in  New- York  on 
the  1st  of  November,  in  order  to  make  choice  of  Pres- 
idential Electors.  Gulian  "Verplanck,  of  New- York, 
was  elected  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  In  his  open- 
ing speech,  Gov.  Jay  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
noble  patriotism,  and  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  which  shone  so  brightly  in 
the  character  of  Washington,  and  which  were  never 
more  conspicuous  than  upon  his  refusal  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  for  a  third  term. 

Gov.  Jay,  and  the  great  body  of  the  Federalists  in 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  were  in  favor  of 
John  Adams,  as  Gen.  Washington's  successor,  while 
Gen.  Hamilton  appears,  from  a  communication  pub- 
lished by  him  in  1800,  to  have  preferred  Thomas 
Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Federal  candidate  1 
for  Vice  President.  The  Republican  party  in  this 
State  were  desirous  that  Thomas  Jefferson  should  be 
elected  President,  and  George  Clinton  Vice  President ; 
but  they  had  become  so  disheartened,  on  account  of 
the  result  of  the  spring  election,  that  very  little  inter- 
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est  was  manifested  in  their  ranks.  At  an  early  day 
in  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  Presidential  Electors 
were  chosen,  who.  of  coarse,  gave  the  twelve  votes  of 
the  State  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Pinckney ;  the  former 
of  whom  was  elected  over  Mr.  Jefferson  by  three  ma- 
jority. Under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  it  then  stood,  Mr.  Pinckney  having  fallen  behind 
Mr.  Jefferson,  the  latter  was  elected  Vice  President. 
Before  the  adjournment  of  the  New- York  Legislature, 
John  Lawrence,  then  a  District  Jud^e  of  the  United 
States,  was  elected  a  State  Senator,  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  appointment  of  Rufus  King 
as  Minister  to  England. 

Prior  to  the  Congressional  election  in  1796,  con- 
siderable dissatisfaction  began  to  be  exhibited,  on  ac- 
count of  the  management  of  our  foreign  affairs  by  the 
National  Government,  and  particularly  in  relation  to 
the  French  Republic.  Edward  Livingston,  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Republican  party,  it  will 
be  recollected,  had  been  chosen  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  city  of  New- York,  in  1 795.  During  his  term 
of  service,  he  had  received  an  address  from  a  majority 
of  his  constituents,  many  of  whom  were  actuated  by  a 
sincere  desire  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  and  others, 
undoubtedly,  influenced,  by  the  leaven  of  Toryism 
left  by  the  English  occupation,  to  support  Mr.  Jay's 
treaty.  In  relation  to  his  course  on  this  occasion,  he 
afterwards  said  :  "  I  took  on  myself,  for  the  first  time 
in  my  whole  representative  career,  to  disregard  the 
wishes  of  my  constituents.  I  attacked  the  treaty,  and 
spared  no  effort  to  prevent  its  adoption.  The  issue 
justified  the  line  of  conduct  I  held.     Enlightened  by 
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the  discussion,  and  by  the  press,  my  constituents  voted 
me  their  thanks  for  the  course  I  had  pursued."  At 
the  December  election,  in  1796,  Mr.  Livingston  was 
again  put  in  nomination  and  re-elected  by  a  triumph- 
ant vote.  The  Republicans  also  elected  J.  N.  Ha- 
vens from  Suffolk,  Lucas  Elmondorrf  from  Ulster,  and 
Philip  Yan  Cortland  from  Westchester,  as  members 
of  Congress,  notwithstanding  the  active  opposition  of 
the  Federal  party. 

The  Legislature  re-assembled  at  Albany  on  the  3rd 
of  January,  1797,  and  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month 
Andrew  Onderdonk,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Leonard  Gan- 
sevoort,  and  Thomas  Morris,  all  Federalists,  were 
elected  members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment.  An 
act  was  passed  at  this  session  abolishing  the  office  of 
Auditor,  and  substituting  that  of  Comptroller ;  who 
was  clothed  with  additional  powers,  and  required  to 
perform  other  duties.  By  this  act,  the  Comptroller 
was,  in  fact,  constituted  the  chief  financial  officer  of 
the  State.  The  first  incumbent  of  the  office  was 
Samuel  Jones,  who  was  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment a  member  of  the  State  Senate.  The  county  of 
Delaware  was  erected  this  year,  from  the  counties  of 
Albany  and  Lister,  and  a  law  was  passed  fixing  the 
seat  of  Government  permanently  at  Albany.  Three 
days  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  Gen. 
Schuyler  was  elected  to  succeed  Aaron  Burr,  whose 
term  of  service  in  the  United  States  Senate  expired  this 
year.  On  the  occasion  of  this  appointment,  Gen. 
Schuyler  delivered  a  feeling  address  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  which  he  alluded  to  the  many  tokens  of  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  his  fellow-citizens,  which  he 
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had  received  during  the  forty  years  he  had  been  in 
the  public  service,  and  expressed  the  most  friendly 
sentiments  towards  those  who  differed  from  him  in 
relation  to  public  men  and  measures,  and  his  sincere 
desire  for  the  preservation  of  our  civil  institutions, 
and  for  the  prosperity  of  the  State. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1797,  a  celebration  of  the 
ninth  anniversary  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between 
France  and  America,  was  held  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  at  which  a  large  number  of  French  citizens, 
and  many  of  the  most  prominent  Republicans  in  the 
State,  were  present.  One  of  the  regular  toasts  drank 
on  the  occasion  was :  u  The  British  Treaty:  may 
it  be  an  awful  lesson,  how  to  trust  to  the  justice  and 
magnanimity  of  those  who  ever  have,  and  still  do 
seek,  the  ruin  of  our  Commerce  and  destruction  of 
our  Liberty/'  Chancellor  Livingston,  who  attended 
the  meeting,  gave  the  following  toast :  "  May  the 
present  coolness  between  France  and  America,  pro- 
duce, like  the  quarrels  of  lovers,  a  renewal  of  love  !"' 
This  gentleman,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  was  one  of 
the  most  ardent  supporters  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion at  the  Poughkeepsie  Convention,  in  1788.  About 
the  year  1790,  he  and  his  immediate  connections, 
known  as  the  "  Livingston  family/'  with  the  excep- .. 
tion  of  a  portion  of  them  who  resided  in  Columbia 
county,  shifted  their  position,  and  became  zealous  Re- 
publicans.  Chancellor  Livingston  was  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  men  in  the  State,  and  possessed  talents 
highly  respectable,  both  as  a  lawyer  and  a  statesman. 
It  is  said  that  the  chansfe  in  his  nolitical  course  was 
prompted  by  jealousy  of  the  growing  influence  of 
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Gen.  Hamilton,  and  disappointment  in  not  being- 
made  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  ;  although 
the  reason  which  he  himself  alledged  was.  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  funding  of  the  National  Debt,  and  the 
chartering  of  a  National  Bank. 

The  Republican  party  gained  considerable  ground' 
at  the  April  election,  in  1797.  Ezra  L'Hommediu, 
previously  elected  as  a  Federalist,  but  who  now  acted 
with  the  Democratic  party,  was  returned  as  a  Senator 
from  the  Southern  District.  Messrs.  Van  Vechten, 
Ten  Eyck,  Van  Schoonhoven  and  Clark,  elected  in  the 
Eastern  District,  and  Messrs.  Phelps,  Morris  and  My- 
ers, in  the  Western  District,  were  all  Federalists. 
The  Republican  candidates  for  the  Assembly,  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  were  elected  by  an  average  major- 
ity of  one  thousand.  Among  them,  were  Aaron  Burr, 
Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  and  Dewitt  Clinton.  Mr. 
Clinton  was  the  son  of  Gen.  James  Clinton,  and  a 
nephew  of  George  Clinton.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Columbia  College,  where  he  distinguished  himself  by 
his  scholarship  and  talents,  and  commenced  reading 
law  in  the  office  of  Samuel  Jones  ;  but  afterwards, 
upon  the  death  of  an  elder  brother,  who  had  occupied 
the  station,  he  was  appointed  Private  Secretary  to  his 
uncle,  then  Governor  of  the  State.  He  identified  him- 
self with  the  Republican  party  at  an  early  age,  and 
was  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  active  and  useful 
members.  The  interference  of  the  French  Minister 
in  our  domestic  affairs,  and  the  course  of  the  leading 
.  Republicans,  in  expressing  their  sympathy  with  the 
French  Revolutionists,  at  one  time  induced  him  so 
far  to  waver  in  his  political  faith,  that  many  promi- 
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nent  Federalists,  among  whom  was  Gen.  Hamilton, 
entertained  strong  hopes  that  he  would  unite  with  the 
Federal  party.  In  this  expectation,  however,  they 
were  disappointed,  for  it  appears  that  he  never  lost  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  Republican  friends.  At 
the  time  of  his  election  to  the  Legislature,  he  was  about 
twenty-eight  years  old. 

The  annual  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced 
at  Albany,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1798.  Derick  Ten 
Eyck,  the  Federal  candidate,  was  elected  Speaker, 
over  William  Dunning,  a  Republican  member,  by 
fifty-nine  to  forty-two,  a  strict  party  vote.  The  Gover- 
nor's speech  introduced  no  new  topics  of  special  im- 
portance ;  neither  did  it  allude  to  the  political  ques- 
tions upon  which  the  two  parties  were  divided.  On 
the  3d  of  January,  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  William 
Thomson,  Moses  Vail,  and  Joseph  White,  were  elect- 
ed members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment.  Mr. 
Spencer  offered  a  resolution,  at  an  early  day  in  the 
session,  declaring  the  seat  of  Samuel  Jones  in  the  Sen- 
ate to  be  vacant,  in  consequence  of  his  acceptance  of 
the  office  of  Comptroller.  The  resolution  gave  rise 
to  considerable  debate,  but  was  finally  defeated  by  a 
large  majority.  On  the  12th  of  January,  John  Sloss 
Hobart,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Gen.  Schuyler  as  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate.  Judge  Hobart  was  not  bred  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  but  had  been  appointed  a  Judge  in 
1777,  on  account  of  his  sterling  patriotism  and 
sound  judgment.  The  fact  that  he  did  not  belong  to 
the  legal  profession,  was  the  reason  that  Robert  Yates 
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had  been  appointed  Chief  Justice,  when  the  former 
was  the  senior  Judge.  Soon  after  the  election  of  Judge 
Hobart  to  the  Senate,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Leg- 
islature, in  which  he  spoke  very  feelingly  of  the  sa- 
crifices he  had  made,  during  the  time  he  had  occupied 
a  place  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  sta- 
ted that  he  accepted  the  office  of  Senator,  in  the  full 
confidence  that  the  Legislature  would  "not  suffer  an 
old  servant  to  drink  of  the  bitter  cup  of  poverty  and 
distress,  in  the  evening  of  his  life."  An  attempt  was 
made,  at  this  session,  to  pass  a  law  making  some  pecu- 
niary provision  for  Judge  Hobart,  and  Chief  Justice 
Yates,  whose  term  of  office  was  also  about  to  expire, 
and  who  subsequently  died  poor  ;  but  nothing  effect- 
ual was  ever  done  in  regard  to  the  subject. 

In  the  month  of  February,  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  was 
appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  James  Kent  one  of  the 
Associate  Judges,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
During  the  winter,  also,  Robert  McClellan,  afterwards 
a  defaulter,  was  appointed  Treasurer,  and  Daniel 
Hale,  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Scott,  de- 
ceased. Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  session,  Ambrose 
Spencer  left  the  Federal  party,  and  united  with  the 
Republicans.  The  Legislature  adjourned  on  the  7th  of 
April,  and,  shortly  after,  Judge  Hobart  was  appointed 
by  the  President,  District  Judge  for  the  District  of  New- 
York  ;  and  Gov.  Jay  appointed  Gen.  William  North 
to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  Senate  during  the  recess. 

Preparations  were  made,  early  in  the  season,  for  the 
spring  election.     On  the  6th  of  March,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Federal  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  John 
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Jay  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  were  nominated  for 
re-election.  The  Republicans  nominated  Chancellor 
Livingston,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Jay,  but,  as  it  was 
understood,  generally  concurred  in  the  support  of  Mr- 
Van  Rensselaer.  The  election  passed  off  very  quietly. 
The  dissatisfaction  in  relation  to  the  unpopular  meas- 
ures of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  which  soon 
after  produced  a  political  revolution  in  the  country, 
had  not  yet  extended  very  far,  owing-  in  some  degree, 
perhaps,  to  the  offensive  conduct  of  the  French  Re- 
public toward  the  American  Government ;  and  Gov. 
Jay  was  re-elected  by  the  large  majority  of  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty  votes,  although  the  re- 
sult, in  other  respects,  indicated  quite  plainly,  that  the 
Republican  party  were  every  day  gaining  additional 
strength.  Dewitt  Clinton  and  David  Gelston  were 
elected  to  the  Senate,  from  the  Southern  District ; 
Ambrose  Spencer,  John  Schenck,  and  Ebenezer  Foote, 
from  the  Middle :  Leonard  Gansevoort,  John  Frey, 
and  John  Sanders,  from  the  Eastern ;  and  William 
Beekman,  Frederick  Getman,  and  Thomas  R.  Goldr 
from  the  Western  District.  The  Republican  candi- 
dates for  members,  among  whom  were  Aaron  Burr 
and  John  Swartwout,  were  elected  in  the  city  of 
New- York.  Washington  county  also  returned  Demo- 
cratic members.  Several  gentlemen,  afterwards  prom- 
inent members  of  the  Democratic  party,  made  their 
first  appearance  in  public  life  this  year,  as  members  of 
the  lower  house.  Among  them  were,  David  Thom- 
as, of  Washington  county,  Erastus  Root,  of  Delaware, 
Archibald  Mc  In  tyre,  of  Montgomery,  Obadiah  Ger- 
man, of  Chenango,  and  Jedediah  Peck,  of  Otsego. 
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The  Legislature  met  at  Albany  in  the  month  of 
August,  1798,  in  pursuance  of  the  proclamation  of 
the  Governor.  Derick  Ten  Broeck  was  chosen 
Speaker.  The  Governor's  speech  was  mainly  con- 
fined to  national  affairs,  and  warmly  urged  upon  the 
Legislature  the  importance  of  making  preparations 
for  the  anticipated  war  with  France,  growing  out 
of  the  depredations  upon  American  commerce  by 
French  cruisers  ;  the  refusal  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory to  receive  Mr.  Pinckney,  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiary ;  and  the  indignity  subsequently  shown 
to  John  Marshall  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  who  had 
been  sent  out  to  join  Mr.  Pinckney,  as  Envoys  Extra- 
ordinary, in  attempting  to  extort  money  as  a  prelimi- 
narystep  to  negotiation.  The  conduct  of  the  French 
Government,  and  the  dictatorial  tone  of  their  agents 
in  this  country,  had  justly  excited  the  public  indigna- 
tion, and  the  recommendations  of  Gov.  Jay  were  at 
once  adopted  by  the  Legislature.  At  this  session, 
James  Watson  was  chosen  as  the  successor  of  Judge 
Hobart,  in  the  United  States  Senate,  whose  place  had 
been  temporarily  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Gen. 
North.  John  Tayler  was  supported  by  the  Demo- 
crats, in  opposition  to  Mr.  Watson.  In  the  Assembly, 
the  vote  stood  fifty-seven  for  Mr.  Watson,  and  forty- 
eight  for  Mr.  Tayler. 

The  Legislature  re-assembled  at  Albany,  on  the 
2d  day  of  January,  1799.  The  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment chosen  this  year,  consisted  of  Wm.  Dunning, 
Ebenezcr  Foote,  Ebenezer  Clark,  and  John  Frey. 
Mr.  Dunning  was  the  only  Republican  member  of  the 
Council,  and  owed  his  election  to  the  fact,  that  his 
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District  (the  Southern)  was  represented  entirely  by- 
Democratic  Senators.  At  this  session,  a  bill  was  in- 
troduced into  the  Assembly,  dividing  the  State  into 
districts,  for  the  election  of  Presidential  Electors 
by  the  people,  and  directing  the  State  Senators  to 
be  chosen  in  single  districts.  This  project  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Republican  members,  in 
the  hope  of  securing  a  part  of  the  electoral  college, 
as  it  was  feared  that  the  Federalists  would  elect  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  in  April, 
1S00.  The  measure  was  also  supported  by  some 
eight  or  ten  members  who  had  been  elected  as  Fed- 
eralists, but  who  generally  voted  with  the  Democratic 
party ;  the  most  prominent  of  whom  were,  Obadiah 
German,  Judge  Peck,  and  Mr.  McKinstry  of  Hudson. 
They  were,  in  the  political  parlance  of  the  day,  usu- 
ally denominated  as  trimmers;  and,  it  is  said,  that  it 
required  all  the  tact  and  address  of  Col.  Burr  to 
manage  them.  This  charge,  however,  is  scarcely 
warranted  by  the  subsequent  conduct  of  these  gentle- 
men. Indeed,  it  is  well  known  that,  early  in  1798,  a ' 
large  portion  of  the  Federal  party  began  to  have  seri- 
ous misgivings  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  General  Government.  Many  of  the 
leading  Federalists  were,  even  at  that  late  day,  in 
the  habit  of  openly  expressing  their  doubts  of  the 
success  of  our  Democratic  institutions.  At  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Government,  Gen.  Hamilton,  and  others, 
had  avowed  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  capacity 
of  man  for  self-government ;  and  the  former  had  said,  in 
a  speech  delivered  in  New- York,  that  the  people  were 
"  their  worst  enemies."    He  also  spoke  of  the  Consti- 
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tution,  in  a  letter  written  to  Timothy  Pickering,  after 
its  adoption,  as  being  an  u  experiment"  reluctantly 
yielded  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people.  Gov.  Jay,  in 
his  letter  to  Gen.  Washington,  dated  March  7,  1787, 
expressed  similar  sentiments  ;  and  when  it  was  per- 
ceived that  these  two  leaders  of  the  Federal  party, 
were  almost  the  sole  dispensers  of  the  patronage  of 
the  General  and  State  Governments,  in  New- York,  a 
feeling  of  distrust  began  to  pervade  the  minds  of  the 
more  liberal  Federalists.  The  decided  opposition  of 
the  prominent  Republicans  in  the  Union,  among  whom 
were  Thomas  Jefferson,  Benjamin  Franklin,  George 
Clinton,  and  Samuel  Adams,  to  the  measures  of  the 
existing  Federal  administration — to  the  standingarmy 
raised  in  time  of  peace — the  alien  and  sedition  laws — 
and  the  revival  of  the  odious  stamp  duty — contributed 
largely  to  increase  the  number  of  their  adherents,  and 
ultimately  enabled  them,  in  the  great  contest  of  1800, 
to  achieve  a  triumphant  victory  over  their  opponents. 
Notwithstanding  the  nominal  Federal  majority  in  the 
Assembly,  the  bill  providing  for  the  division  of  the 
State  into  districts,  passed  that  body,  but  was  defeat- 
ed in  the  Senate. 

At  this  session,  also,  the  celebrated  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky Resolutions,  drawn  by  Mr.  Madison,  which  de- 
nounced the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  other  leading 
measures  of  the  administration  of  the  elder  Adams, 
were  communicated  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Governor. 
On  taking  the  subject  up  in  the  Assembly,  Mr.  King, 
a  Federal  member,  offered  a  joint  resolution,  declar- 
ing that  the  right  of  deciding  on  the  constitutional- 
ity of  all  laws  belonged  to  the  National  Judiciary,  and 
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that  the  individual  States  could  not  assume  that  right, 
without  destroying  the  independence  of  the  General 
Government.  This  extraordinary  doctrine  was  ear- 
nestly and  ably  combatted,  by  Erastus  Root,  and 
others,  but  the  resolution  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of 
fifty  to  forty-three.  In  the  Senate,  there  were  but 
seven  votes  against  it,  viz  :  Messrs.  Adison.  Dunning. 
L'Hommedieu,  J.  Schenck,  Spencer.  Tappan,  and 
Tillotson.  Dewitt  Clinton  was  absent,  at  the  time 
the  vote  was  taken,  but  would,  undoubtedly,  have 
opposed  the  resolution,  had  he  been  present.  Judge 
Spencer,  who  had  formerly  been  an  active  Federal- 
ist, changed  his  political  associations  towards  the 
close  of  the  session  of  1798,  and  was  understood  to 
belong  to  the  Democratic  party  at  the  time  of  his 
re-election  to  the  Senate,  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 

A  bill  passed  the  Assembly  during  the  session  of 
1799,  providing  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery, 
but  was  rejected  in  the  Senate.  Judge  Peck  intro- 
duced a  bill  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  which 
was  defeated  by  a  decisive  vote.  A  few  days  previ- 
ous to  the  adjournment,  the  notorious  bill,  chartering 
the  Manhattan  Bank,  was  passed.  This  act  was  en- 
titled, "an  act  for  supplying  the  city  of  New- York 
with  pure  and  wholesome  water,"  and  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  members  were  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  provision  conferring  banking  powers  upon  the 
company.  The  most  active  agent  in  maturing  this 
scheme,  was  Col. Burr:  who,  with  his  political  friends, 
afterwards  obtained  a  majority  of  the  stock,  and  con- 
trolled the  operations  of  the  company. 

The  election  in  April,  1799,  resulted  unfavorably* 
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to  the  Democratic  party.  This  result  was  produced, 
in  part,  by  the  disclosure  of  the  fraudulent  means 
which  were  used  in  obtaining  the  charter  of  the  Man- 
hattan Bank.  The  Republican  ticket  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Col.  Burr,  was 
defeated  by  about  nine  hundred  majority.  In  Colum- 
bia county,  also,  the  Federal  ticket  succeeded,  contra- 
ry to  the  expectations  of  the  opposition.  Judge  Peck 
was  returned  from  Otsego,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of 
Judge  Cooper,  and  other  influential  Federalists.  The 
Federal  candidates  for  Senators,  Messrs.  Hatfield  and 
Coles,  were  elected  in  the  Southern  District.  In  the 
Middle  District,  Isaac  Bloom,  John  Hathorn,  and  John 
Suffern,  Republicans,  were  elected.  Zina  Hitchcock, 
Ebenezer  Russell,  and  Moses  Vail,  from  the  Eastern 
District ;  and  Moss  Kent  and  Vincent  Matthews, 
from  the  Western,  were  elected  by  the  Federalists. 

During  the  summer  of  1799,  the  prosecutions  which 
were  instituted  under  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
turned  the  current  of  public  opinion  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Charles  Holt,  printer  of 
the  Bee,  an  influential  Democratic  journal,  published 
at  New-London,  Connecticut,  was  prosecuted  and  im- 
prisoned. A  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  New- Jersey,  was  fined 
one  hundred  dollars,  for  expressing  the  wish  that  the 
wadding  of  the  cannon,  fired  on  the  occasion  of  Mr. 
Adams'  passing  through  Newark,  had  lodged  in  the 
President's  backside.  Judge  Peck,  of  Otsego  county, 
was  also  prosecuted,  for  circulating  a  petition,  written 
by  Gen.  John  Armstrong,  in  his  usual  caustic  style, 
for  the  repeal  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws.  These, 
and  similar  circumstances,  contributed,  in  a  wonder- 
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ful  degree,  to  increase  the  feeling  of  antipathy  to  the 
measures  of  the  Federal  party,  and  eventually  threw 
them  into  a  minority  in  the  State  and  nation. 

George  Washington  died  at  Mount  Vernon,  on  the 
9th  day  of  December,  1799.     The  intelligence  of  his 
dissolution  flew,  like  an  electric  shock,  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  Union  to  the  other.    The  embittered  par- 
tizan feelings  of  the  hour  were  at  once  hushed,  in  view 
of  the  irreparable  loss  which  the  nation  had  sustained.  / 
The  strife  of  party,  and  the  fierce  contests  of  opposing 
factions,  gave  way  to  the  spontaneous  tributes  of  grate- 
ful affection,  which  swelled  in  every  heart,  and  trem- 
bled on  every  lip.    The  eventful  career  of  "the  Cincin-  \ 
natus  of  the  West,"  had'been  invested  with  an  air  of 
moral  grandeur,  without  parallel  in  the  history  of  the 
world :  and  it  was,  indeed,  most  appropriate,  that  its 
close  should  be  attended  with  the  blessings  of  his 
countrymen,  and  that  his  services  and  fame  should 
be  embalmed  in  the  memories  of  a  free  and  happy 
people.     The  recollection  of  such  a  life —the  specta- 
cle of  such  a  death — might  well  put  to  shame  the 
fondest  hopes  of  the  demagogue,  and  the  brightest  as- 
pirations of  the  statesman. 

The  New- York  Legislature  assembled  at  Albany, 
on  the  28th  day  of  January,  1800.  Mr.  Ten  Broeck 
was  re-elected  Speaker.  The  Governors  speech  al- 
luded, in  just  and  eloquent  terms,  to  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  Gen.  Washington,  and  recommended  further 
statutory  provisions  for  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and  sundry  amendments  of  the  existing  laws  of  the 
State.  Samuel  Haight,  Robert  Sands,  James  Gordon, 
and  Thomas  R.  Gold,  were  elected  members  of  the 
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Council  of  Appointment,  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
salary  of  the  Comptroller  was  reduced  at  this  session, 
from  three  thousand  to  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  In  consequence  of  this  reduction,  Mr.  Jones 
declined  a  re-appointment,  and  John  V.  Henry,  a 
member  of  Assembly  from  Albany,  and  afterwards 
known  as  a  successful  lawyer,  was  selected  to  fill  the 
office.  Judge  Peck  again  brought  forward  his  plan 
for  dividing  the  State  into  districts,  and  the  choice  of 
Presidential  Electors  by  the  people.  The  bill  encoun- 
tered the  zealous  opposition  of  the  Federalists,  and 
was  rejected  in  the  Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-five 
to  forty-seven.  On  the  3rd  day  of  April,  Governeur 
Morris  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  United 
States  Senate,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Watson.  Peter  Gansevoort,  of  Albany,  was  supported 
as  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  members.  The 
Legislature  adjourned  on  the  8th  of  April,  to  meet 
again  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November. 

The  April  election  terminated  in  the  signal  triumph  - 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Their  candidates  for  the  * 
Assembly  were  elected  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
they  also  carried  three  of  the  four  Senatorial  Districts. 
Six  of  the  ten  Congressmen  chosen  at  this  election, 
were  Republicans.  The  Eastern  District  returned 
James  Gordon  and  Stephen  Fink,  as  Senators.  Wm. 
Dunning,  Jonathan  Purdy,  and  Benjamin  Hunting, 
were  elected  in  the  Southern  District ;  David  Van 
Ness,  Solomon  Sutherland,  John  C.  Hogcboom,  Jaco- 
bus S.  Bruyn,  and  James  W.  Wilkin,  in  the  Middle  ; 
and  Robert  Roseboom  and  Jedediah  Sanger,  in  the 
Western  District.     All  the  Senators  elect,  with  the  ex- 
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ception  of  those  from  the  Eastern  District,  and  Mr.  San- 
ger, who  was  supported  by  the  Federalists,  and  after- 
wards acted  with  them,  were  Republicans.  Consider- 
able tact  was  manifested  in  selecting  the  Republican 
ticket  in  New- York  city.  The  rivalry  between  the  j 
two  families,  of  the  Livingstons  and  Clintons,  and  the/ 
jealousy  which  both  entertained  of  Col.  Burr,  required^ 
the  most  careful  management.  Throuali  the  adroit- 
ness  of  Col.  Burr,  a  ticket  was  finally  selected,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  placed  Gov.  Clinton.  Brockholst 
Livingston,  John  Swartwout,  the  intimate  friend  of 
Burr,  Gen.  Horatio  Gates,  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  rev- 
olution, John  Broome,  subsequently  Lieut.  Governor 
of  the  State,  Henry  Rutgers,  and  Samuel  Osgood, 
were  among  the  other  candidates.  It  was  an  easy  mat- 
ter to  unite  the  Democratic  party  in  support  of  such  a 
combination  of  talent  and  influence,  and  the  result 
proved  the  fitness  of  the  selection.  Col.  Burr  himself, 
was  elected  a  member  from  the  county  of  Orange. 
Smith  Thompson,  late  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  entered  into  public 
life  this  year,  as  a  member  from  Dutchess  county. 

The  result  of  the  New- York  canvass,  rendered  the 
election  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  President,  almost  a  mat- 
ter of  certainty.  Congress  was  in  session  at  this 
time,  and  arrangements  were  immediately  set  on  foot 
by  the  Republican  members,  to  promote  the  election 
of  their  candidates.  As  there  was  not  a  dissenting 
voice  heard  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  only  be- 
came necessary  to  fix  upon  a  candidate  for  the  Vice 
Presidency  ;  and,  at  an  informal  caucus,  held  at  Phil- 
adelphia in  the  month  of  May.  it  was  agreed  that 
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that  officer  should  be  taken  from  New- York.  The 
names  of  Chance) lor  Livingston,  Gov.  Clinton,  and 
Col.  Burr,  were  mentioned  ;  but  as  the  state  of  public 
feeling  in  New- York  was  not  then  known,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  postpone  all  definite  action,  until 
Mr.  Gallatin  had  corresponded  with  his  friends  at 
home.  That  gentleman  accordingly  addressed  a 
letter  to  Com.  Nickolson,  making  the  necessary  in- 
quiries. The  Commodore  was  soon  convinced,  that 
the  deafness  of  Chancellor  Livingston  rendered  him 
altogether  impracticable,  and  decided  on  recommend- 
ing the  nomination  of  Gov.  Clinton,  who  had  earnest- 
ly refused  the  use  of  his  name,  on  account  of  his  ad- 
vanced age,  impaired  health,  and  the  situation  of  his 
family,  but  finally  gave  his  consent,  with  the  under- 
standing that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  resign,  when 
he  felt  it  to  be  necessary  for  him  so  to  do.  On  show- 
ing the  letter  which  he  had  written,  to  Col.  Burr,  the 
latter  expressed  some  dissatisfaction  with  the  Com- 
modore's recommendation,  and  the  interview  ended 
in  the  substitution  of  the  name  of  Burr,  for  that  of 
Gov.  Clinton.  Whatever  may  have  been  Gov.  Clin- 
ton's views  in  regard  to  this  ungenerous  treatment, 
he  supported  the  nomination  of  Jefferson  and  Burr, 
with  perfect  good  faith,  both  in  the  Legislature  and 
out  of  it. 

On  the  7th  day  of  May,  Gen.  Hamilton,  at  the  in- 
stigation of  a  caucus  of  his  political  friends,  held  in 
the  city  of  New- York,  addressed  a  letter  to  Gov.  Jay, 
warmly  urging  upon  him  the  importance  of  calling 
an  extra  session  of  the  existing  Legislature,  a  majori- 
ty of  which  were  Federalists,  for  the  purpose  of  fore- 
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stalling  the  action  of  their  successors  in  the  choice  of 
Presidential  Electors,  or  of  dividing  the  State  into 
Electoral  Districts,  in  the  hope  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Electors  might  be  secured  to  defeat  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son. Gov.  Jay,  as  has  been  previously  mentioned, 
refused  to  listen  to  the  entreaties  of  Gen.  Hamilton  ; 
which  put  an  end  to  this  attempt  to  frustrate  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  The  conduct  of  Gen.  Hamilton 
during  the  Presidential  canvass,  furnishes  many  strong 
arguments  to  show  that  he  regarded  President  Adams 
as  a  rival  in  the  affections  of  the  northern  Fed- 
eralists. On  the  22d  of  October,  1800,  a  few  days 
previous  to  the  choice  of  Presidential  Electors,  a  pam- 
phlet, attacking  "  the  public  conduct  and  character  of 
John  Adams,"  in  the  most  vindictive  language,  which 
was  written  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  in  the  form  of  a  letter, 
and  doubtless  intended  for  his  confidential  friends, 
was  made  public,  and  widely  circulated  throughout 
the  Union.  The  letter  spoke  of  Mr.  Adams  as  being 
"a  man  of  an  imagination  sublimated  and  eccentric, 
propitious  neither  to  the  regular  display  of  a  sound 
judgment,  nor  to  steady  perseverance  in  a  systematic 
plan  of  conduct ;  and  to  this  defect  is  added  the  un- 
fortunate foible,  of  a  vanity  without  bounds,  and  a 
jealousy  capable  of  discoloring  every  object."  The 
writer  also  avowed  his  preference  for  Mr.  Pinckney, 
of  South  Carolina,  at  the  election  in  1796 ;  and,  while 
he  did  not  "  advise  the  withholding  from  Mr.  Adams 
a  single  vote"  at  the  then  approaching  election,  he 
claimed  "an  equal  support"  for  Mr.  Pinckney.  How 
far  the  statements  in  this  letter,  and  the  conduct  of 
Gen.  Hamilton  himself,  warranted  the  charge  which 
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was  then  made  against  him,  that  he  desired  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Southern  man,  in  order  to  hasten  his  own  ele- 
vation to  the  Presidential  chair,  the  reader  will  deter- 
mine. 

The  new  Legislature  convened  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  November.  Samuel  Osgood,  of  New-York, 
was  chosen  Speaker.  The  two  houses  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  business  of  the  session :  the  choice 
of  Presidential  Electors.  The  Senate  nominated 
Federal,  and  the  Assembly  Republican  Electors.  On 
joint  ballot,  the  following  gentlemen,  all  of  whom 
were  Republicans,  were  elected,  by  twenty-two  major- 
ity, viz :  Isaac  Ledyard,  Anthony  Lispenard,  Pierre 
Van  Cortland,  Jr.,  James  Burt,  Gilbert  Livingston, 
Thomas  Jenkins,  Peter  Yan  Ness,  Robert  Ellis,  John 
Woodworth,  Jeremiah  Yan  Rensselaer,  Jacob  Acker, 
and  Wm.  Floyd ;  and  on  the  6th  of  November,  Gen. 
John  Armstrong  was  unanimously  elected  a  United 
States  Senator,  in  the  place  of  John  Lawrence,  who  had 
resigned.  On  the  7th  of  November,  a  resolution  was 
offered  in  the  House,  providing  for  the  election  of  a 
Council  of  Appointment.  In  1794,  the  Federalists 
contended  that  the  members  of  the  Council  held  their 
offices  only  until  the  election  of  their  successors, 
while  the  Republicans  held  that  the  term  of  office 
continued  one  year.  Upon  the  introduction  of  this 
resolution,  a  violent  debate  arose,  in  the  course  of 
which  the  two  parties  reversed  the  positions  which 
they  had  formerly  occupied.  The  discussion  closed 
with  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton, Ambrose  Spencer,  Robert  Roseboom,  and  John 
Sanders,  were  elected  members  of  the  Council  for  the 
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ensuing  year.  Mr.  Sanders  was  the  only  Federal 
among-  the  number.  The  old  Council,  however,  un- 
like their  Republican  predecessors  in  1794,  continued 
to  act  until  the  close  of  the  year,  notwithstanding 
they  had  once  advocated  the  doctrine  that  it  was  "  a 
dangerous  and  unconstitutional  usurpation  of  power." 
The  Legislature  adjourned  on  the  8th  of  November; 
to  the  last  Tuesday  in  January  ;  at  which  time  it  re- 
assembled. 

But  little  business  of  importance  was  transacted,  in 
either  house,  during  the  winter  session  of  1801.  On 
the  11th  day  of  February,  Gov.  Jay  met  the  new 
Council  of  Appointment.  The  Governor  nominated 
Jesse  Thompson,  for  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Dutch- 
ess, and  the  Council  refused  to  concur  in  the  nomina- 
tion. He  then  nominated  seven  other  persons,  in  suc- 
cession, for  the  office,  who  were  all  rejected.  At 
the  same  meeting,  other  nominations  were  made 
which  were  approved.  The  Council  then  adjourned 
to  the  18th  of  February,  at  which  time  Robert  Wil- 
liams, a  Republican,  was  appointed  Sheriff  of  Dutch- 
ess. On  the  24th,  another  meeting  was  held,  at  which 
the  Governor  nominated  Benjamin  Jackson,  as  Sheriff 
of  Orange  county.  The  Council  rejected  this  nomi- 
nation, and  several  others,  which  were  made  for  the 
same  offi^ht  Dewitt  Clinton  then  nominated  John 
Blake,  Jr.  ^he  Governor  declined  putting  the  ques- 
tion, and  nominated  John  Nickolson  ;  whereupon  the 
Republican  members  of  the  Council  refused  to  vote. 
Mr.  Jay  then  stated  that  he  desired  time  to  consider 
upon  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  and  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned.     They  were  never  convened  again  du- 
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ring  the  administration  of  Gov.  Jay.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  same  questions  which  had  previously  arisen 
between  Gov.  Clinton  and  a  Federal  Council,  were 
those  upon  which  Gov.  Jay  and  the  Republican 
Council  now  disagreed.  The  Governor  insisted  on 
the  exclusive  right  of  nomination,  and  the  Council 
claimed  a  concurrent  right.  On  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary, Gov.  Jay  sent  a  message  to  the  Legislature,  set- 
tinsr  forth  the  difficulties  between  himself  and  the 
Council,  and  asking  their  direction  in  the  premises. 
A  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Assembly,  declaring 
that  the  question  was  a  constitutional  one,  which  it 
belonged  to  the  Governor  and  Council  to  decide.  The 
Governor  also  addressed  the  Chancellor,  and  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  requesting  their  opinion ;  which 
they  unanimously  declined  giving,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  wholly  an  extra  judicial  matter.  On  the  17th 
of  March,  Messrs.  Clinton,  Spencer,  and  Roseboom, 
addressed  a  communication  to  the  Assembly,  in  which 
they  went  into  a  train  of  argument  to  establish  the 
right  of  the  Council  to  make  nominations,  and  in- 
stanced the  appointment  of  Judge  Benson  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  Clinton.  This  communication 
reflected,  in  pretty  severe  terms,  on  the  conduct  and 
motives  of  Gov.  Jay,  and  is  said  to  have  been  written 
by  Judge  Spencer. 

Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  a 
bill  was  passed,  directing  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  be  raised,  by  four  successive  lot- 
teries ;  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  which 
should  be  distributed  by  the  Regents  of  the  Universi- 
ty, among  the  academies ;  and  the  residue  appropria- 
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ted  for  the  encouragement  of  common  schools.  The 
most  active  members  in  procuring  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  were  Judge  Peck,  of  Otsego,  and  Adam 
Comstock,  of  Saratoga.  The  dispute  between  the 
Governor  and  Council,  rendered  it  desirable  that  this 
vexed  question  of  the  right  of  nomination  should  be 
settled,  and,  for  this  purpose,  an  alteration  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  suggested.  As  that  instrument  contained 
no  provision  for  its  amendment,  the  Legislature  passed 
a  law  on  the  Gth  of  April,  entitled,  "  An  act  recom- 
mending a  Convention."  By  this  law,  all  freemen, 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  were  allowed  to  vote 
for  delegates  to  attend  a  Convention,  to  be  held  at 
Albany,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
in  relation  to  members  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly, 
and  the  powers  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment. 

During  the  winter  of  ISO  1,  the  singular  and  unex- 
pected result  of  the  Presidential  election,  occasioned 
no  little  excitement.  Upon  canvassing  the  votes,  it 
was  found  that  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Burr  had  each 
received  seventy-three  votes,  Mr.  Adams  sixty-five, 
and  Mr.  Pinckney  sixty-three.  There  was,  of  course, 
no  election  by  the  Electors,  and  the  matter  was  re-  \ 
ferred  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  vote 
was  taken  in  that  body,  by  States.  Eight  out  of  the 
sixteen  States  were  Republican,  six  Federal,  and 
two  equally  divided.  A  majority  of  the  whole  was 
necessary  to  a  choice.  In  this  condition  of  things, 
the  charge  was  brought  against  Col.  Burr,  of  intri- 
guing to  secure  his  own  election,  in  preference  to  that 
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of  Mr.  Jefferson.     Indeed,  it  appears  from  the  state- 
ment of  Jonathan  Dayton,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Federal  party  in  New- Jersey,  that  the  Electors  of 
that  State,  who  were  Federals,  had  previously  en- 
tered into  an  arrangement  with  Col.  Burr,  to  vote  for 
him,  in  case  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Adams  was  rendered 
certain,  even  with  the  vote  of  that  State,  and  to  leave 
off  the  name  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  would  have  se- 
cured his  election.     This  plan  was  not  carried  into 
effect,  for  the  reason  that  the  result  in  Pennsylvania 
was  different  from  what  had  been  anticipated.     Mr. 
Burr,  and  his  intimate  friend  and  adviser,  William 
P.  Van  Ness,  were  in  Albany  while  the  exciting  scenes 
of  the  Presidential  contest  were  transpiring  at  Wash- 
ington.    Previous  to  the  election  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  latter  addressed  a  letter  to  Edward 
Livingston,  a  member  of  Congress  from  this  State,  in 
which  he  stated  that  "  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  of  this  State,  that  after  some  trials  in  the 
House,  Mr.  Jefferson  should  be  given  up  for  Mr.  Burr." 
These,  and  other  facts,  were  adduced  in  support  of  the  | 
charge  of  bad  faith  made  against  Col.  Burr,  and  were  \ 
commented  on,  at  length,  in  the  "View"  of  his  political 
conduct,  written  by  Mr.  Cheetham,  and  published  in 
1802.     Judge  Van  Vess,  on  the  other  hand,  denied 
the  imputation  of  sinister  motives,  in  a  pamphlet  writ- 
ten by  him  over  the  signature  of  'Aristides'.     It  was 
impossible  to  convict  Col.  Burr  of  an  overt  act  of 
treachery  to  the  Republican  party  ;  still,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  he  was  cognizant  of  the  movements 
which  would  be  made  at  Washington,  inasmuch  as  a 
confidential  friend  of  his,  David  A.  Ogden,  was  there 
6 
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during  the  whole  time,  and  probably  had  some  pre- 
vious communication  with  him.  The  warmest  friends 
of  Col.  Burr  cannot  deny,  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
have  prevented  the  result  which  ensued.  He  was  not 
the  candidate  of  the  party  for  the  Presidency,  although, 
under  the  existing  law,  he  might  have  been  chosen 
by  the  House  ;  and  everything  goes  to  show,  that, he 
was  willing  to  be  used  b}?-  the  Federalists  to  defeat 
Mr.  Jefferson.  After  balloting  thirty-six  times,  the 
contest  finally  terminated  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son as  President,  and  Mr.  Buit  as  Vice  President. 
This  result  was  produced  by  Mr.  Bayard,  a  Federal 
member  from  Delaware,  who  changed  his  vote,  from 
Burr  to  Jefferson. 

The  rejoicings  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this 
State,  over  the  result  of  the  election,  were  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  character,  and  vigorous  preparations  were 
at  once  made,  for  the  success  of  the  Republican  ticket 
at  the  approaching  Gubernatorial  election.  Gov.  Jay 
had  previously,  on  several  occasions,  signified  his  in- 
tention to  retire  to  private  life,  at  the  close  of  his  offi- 
cial term,  and,  in  December,  1800,  he  had  declined  a 
re-appointment  to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  tendered  to  him  by  Mr.  Adams.  His 
views  were  feelingly  expressed,  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Federal  members  of  the  Legislature,  in  reply 
to  their  solicitations  to  become  a  candidate  for  another 
term.  His  determination  could  not  be  shaken  ;  and 
he  left  the  public  service,  amid  the  regrets  of  the  party 
which  had  elevated  him  to  the  high  station  he  had 
occupied,  and  with  the  sincere  respect  and  esteem  of 
by  far  the  larger  portion  of  his  political  opponents. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


1S01 — George  Clinton  elected  Governor,  and  Jeremiah  Van  Rensse" 
laer  Lieutenant  Governor — Details  of  the  April  Election— Elec- 
tion of  Delegates  to  the  State  Convention — William  P.  Van  Ness, 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins — Proceedings  of  the  Convention — Proposed 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution — Gov.  Clinton  and  the  old  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment — Divisions  of  the  Republican  Party — Move- 
ments of  Dewitt  Clinton  and  Ambrose  Spencer — the  Clinton  and 
Livingston  families — Sylvanus  Miller,  Thomas  Tillotson,  Elisha 
Jenkins— Removals  of  the  Council— Controversy  betweehMr.  Spen- 
cer, and  Judge  Foote,  of  Delaware  county— The  Central  Appointing 
Power — Resignation  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  and  Appointment 
of  John  Lansing,  Jr. —  Morgan  Lewis  appointed  Chief  Justice, 
and  Brockholst  Livingston  and  Smith  Thompson,  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Courts-Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1802 — Dewitt  Clin- 
ton appointed  United  States  Senator — New  apportionment  of  the 
Members  of  Assembly — Election  in  April,  1S02 — Col.  Burr  aban- 
doned by  a  majority  of  the  Republican  party — Cheetham's  Review 
of  Burr's  Conduct — Pamphlet  cf  Judge  Va«  Ness — Duel  between 
Dewitt  Clinton  and  John  Swartwout — Legislature  of  1803 — Solo- 
mon Southwick — Gen.  Bailey  elected  United  States  Senator,  over 
Mr.  Woodworth ,  the  regular  candidate  of  the  Republican  Caucus — 
Abraham  Van  Vechten — Charter  of  the  New-York  State  Bank — 
April  Election  in  1803 — Success  of  the  Democratic  Party  through- 
out the  Union — Dewitt  Clinton  appointed  Mayor  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  and  Gen.  Bailey  Postmaster — Legislature  of  1804 — 
John  Armstrongand  John  Smith  elected  United  States  Senators — 
Ambrose  Spencer  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
John  Woodworth  Attorney  General — The  Restraining  Law — Pros- 
ecution of  Harry  Croswell  for  Libel — Nomination  of  ( leorge  Clin- 
ton as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Vice  President — V  .  ;:a 
ected  by  the  Republicans  as  their  candidate  fur  Gov- 
ernor— Col.  Burr  the  opposing  candidate— 1804. 

( 1 1  :<  >im;  e  Cli  nton  and  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  were 
put  in  nomination  for  the  offices  of  Governor  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  at  an  early  day,  by  the  Repub- 
lican members  of  the  Legislature.  After  the  declen- 
sion of  Gov.  Jay.  the  Federalists  nominated  Stephen 
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Van  Rensselaer  and  James  Watson.  At  the  election 
in  April,  1801,  Mr.  Clinton  was  elected  Governor,  by 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  majority, 
and  the  general  result  was  highly  favorable  to  the  De- 
mocratic party.  A  large  majority  of  the  members  of 
Assembly  elected  were  Republicans.  The  Senators 
chosen,  were  equally  divided.  Ezra  L'Hommedieu 
from  the  Southern;  James  G.  Graham,  Jacobus  S. 
Bruyn,  and  Peter  Van  Bergen,  from  the  Middle;  and 
John  Tayler  and  Christopher  Hutten,  from  the  Eastern 
District,  were  Republicans.  Abraham  Van  Vechten, 
Ebenezer  Clark,  and  James  Van  Schoonhoven,  from 
the  Eastern  ;  and  Lemuel  Chipman,  John  Myers,  and 
Isaac  Foote,  from  the  Western  District,  were  Feder- 
alists. The  result  in  the  Western  District  was  wholly 
unexpected,  as  it  had  given  a  Democratic  majority  in 
1800,  and  was  probably  occasioned  by  local  causes, 
not  particularly  connected  with  political  questions. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  State  Convention, 
called  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature, 
came  off  in  August,  1801.  Several  gentlemen  who 
subsequently  took  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of 
the  State,  were  elected  members  of  the  Convention. 
John  V.  Henry  was  chosen  from  Albany  county; 
Dewitt  Clinton,  from  Kings  ;  Smith  Thompson,  from 
Dutchess  ;  Aaron  Burr,  from  Orange  county ;  and 
William  P.  Van  Ness,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  af- 
terwards Governor  of  the  State,  from  the  city  of  New- 
York.  A  large  majority  of  the  delegates  were  Re- 
publicans. The  Convention  met  at  Albany,  on  the 
13th  day  of  October,  and  organized  by  the  unani- 
mous election  of  Col.  Burr,  as  President.     The  busi- 
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ness  of  the  Convention  was  restricted  by  the  act,  to  two 
subjects."   The  reduction  and  limitation  of  the  number 
of  members  of  the  two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  was 
soon  disposed  of,  by  the  adoption  of  amendments,  pro- 
viding "  that  the  number  of  members  of  Assembly,  here- 
after to  be  elected,  shall  be  one  hundred,  and  shall  never 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;"  and  that  the  Senate 
should  consist  of  thirty-two  members,  to  be  appor- 
tioned  by  the   Legislature  among  "  the  four  great 
Districts  of  the  State."     The  Legislature  were  also 
authorized,  on  the  return  of  every  census,  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  of  Assembly,  at  the  rate  of 
two  members  for  every  year,  until  the  whole  number 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.     The  remaining 
question,  as  to  the  construction  of  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  in  relation  to  the  right  of  nomination  to 
office,  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Henry 
argued  in  favor  of  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Govern- 
or to  make  nominations,  and  Dewitt  Clinton  took  the 
opposite  ground.     The  debate  was  ended,  as  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  singular  position  which 
both  parties  had  occupied  on  this  subject,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  an  amendment,  declaring  "  that  by  the  true 
construction  of  the  twenty-third  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  State,  the  right  to  nominate  all  offi- 
cers, other  than  those  who  by  the  Constitution  are 
directed  to  be  otherwise  appointed,  is  vested  concur- 
rently in  the  person  administering  the  government 
of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  and  in  each  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment."     But  four- 
teen members  voted  against  the  adoption  of  the  last 
amendment,  among  whom  was  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
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who  subsequently,  in  the  Convention  of  1821,  con- 
gratulated himself,  that,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
six,  he  had  resisted  this  encroachment  on  the  rights 
of  the  Executive.  Dewitt  Clinton  also  lived  to  re- 
grot,  from  his  own  experience,  that  he  had  sanctioned 
so  violent  a  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

The  old  Council  of  Appointment  continued  in  of- 
fice after  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Jay's  term,  in  July, 
and  were  called  together  by  Gov.  Clinton,  on  the  8th 
of  August,  and  on  several  subsequent  occasions.  The 
movements  of  this  Council  created  no  little  disturb- 
ance in  the  public  mind,  and  exercised  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  politics  of  the  State  for  a  series  of 
years.  The  Republican  party  in  New- York  may  be 
said  to  have  had,  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speak- 
ing, three  separate  leaders.  These  were,  the  Clin- 
tons, the  Livingtons,  and  Aaron  Burr.  The  friends 
of  Gov.  Clinton  were  by  far  the  most  numerous ;  the 
Livingstons  possessed  more  influence,  on  account  of 
their  great  wealth  ;  and  Col.  Burr  was  supported  by 
a  small  number  of  zealous  personal  adherents,  and 
devoted  admirers  of  his  unrivalled  talents,  as  a  politi- 
cal tactician  and  manager.  The  Clintons  were  rep- 
resented in  the  Council,  by  the  nephew  of  the  Gov- 
ernor; and  the  Livingstons,  by  their  relative,  Mr. 
Spencer.  Mr.  Roseboom,  the  other  Republican  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a 
very  shrewd  politician,  and  was  easily  persuaded  to 
follow  the  lead  of  Messrs.  Clinton  and  Spencer,  on  all 
important  questions.  These  two  gentlemen  were 
then  in  the  meridian  of  life  ;  both  were  active,  tal- 
ented, and  ambitious.     Previous  to  the  meeting  of 
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the  Council  in  August,  the  conduct  of  Col.  Burr  dur- 
ing the  late  Presidential  election,  had  been  severely 
criticised,  and,  it  would  seem,  that  he  had  already- 
lost  the  confidence  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  Dewitt  Clinton  had  also  publicly  avowed 
the  opinion,  that  the  principal  Executive  offices  in  the 
State,  ought  to  be  filled  bv  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration,  and  the  more  unimportant  offices  propor- 
tionately distributed  between  the  two  parties.  The 
result  was,  that  all  the  important  appointments  were 
divided  among  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons,  and 
their  personal  friends  and  supporters. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council,  several  gentle- 
men were  apppointed  to  office,  whom  Gov.  Jay  had 
previously  refused  to  nominate.  Sylvanus  Miller, 
then  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  and  through 
life  the  unwavering  friend  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  was 
appointed  Surrogate  of  New-York.  Edward  Liv- 
ingston, then  a  representative  in  Congress,  was  cre- 
ated Mayor  of  the  city.  Doct.  Thomas  Tillotson,  a 
connection  of  the  Livingston  family,  by  marriage, 
was  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  place  of 
Daniel  Hale,  removed.  Elisha  Jenkins,  a  merchant 
in  the  city  of  Hudson,  was  made  Comptroller,  in  the 
place  of  John  V.  Henry,  also  removed.  Mr.  Henry 
refused,  ever  after,  to  accept  any  office,  and  devoted 
himself  wholly  to  his  profession.     Various  other  re- 

iova!s  from  minor  offices,  were  made  at  this  meeting 
of  the  Council,  for  which  no  reason  was  given,  ex- 
cept that  the  political  opinions  of  the  incumbents 
differed  from  those  of  the  majority.  Gov.  Clinton  did 
not  concur  in  the  propriety  of  these  removals,  and 


88  POLITICAL    PARTIES 

caused  his  protest  against  the  same  to  be  entered  on 
the  journal.  In  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  he  re- 
fused to  sign  the  minutes  of  the  Council. 

A  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  the  11th  of 
August,  at  which  Richard  Riker  was  appointed  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  in  the  place  of  Cadwallader  D.  Colden  * 
Teunis  Wortman,  Clerk  of  the  city  of  New- York,  in 
the  place  of  Robert  Benson  ;  John  B.  Prevost,  Re- 
corder, in  the  place  of  Richard  Harrison  ;  and  John 
McKisson,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit,  in  the  place  of  Wil- 
liam Coleman,  who  afterwards  established  the  Eve- 
ning Post,  under  the  patronage  of  Gen.  Hamilton, 
and  was  understood  to  promulgate  the  sentiments  of 
that  gentleman  through  its  columns. 

At  the  subsequent  meetings  of  the  Council,  a  great 
number  of  removals  and  appointments  were  made,  in 
addition  to  those  above  enumerated     Among  others,. 
Ebenezer   Foote,   a  gentleman   of  very  respectable 
standing,  and  a  Federalist  of  considerable  influence,, 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  Clerk  of  Delaware 
county,  and  Philip  Gebhard  appointed  his  successor.. 
This  removal  was  animadverted  upon  by  the  Federal 
press,  and  was  defended  by  a  writer  in  the  Albany 
Register,  over  the  signature  of  "  Friend  of  Justice," 
who  charged  Mr.  Foote  with  official  misconduct,  in 
causing  Mr.  Gebhard;s  name  to  be  stricken  from  the 
roll  of  Attorneys  of  the  Delaware  Common  Pleas. 
This   article  led    to  a  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Foote  and  Mr.  Spencer ;    the  latter  of  whom  was 
charged  with  being  the  author  of  the  communication. 
In  his  reply  to  Mr.  Foote,  Mr.  Spencer  denied  the  au- 
thorship of  the  article,  and,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Foote's 
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removal,  said  :  "  It  was  an  act  of  justice  to  the  public, 
inasmuch  as  in  removing  you,  the  veriest  hypocrite 
and  the  most  malignant  villain  in  the  State,  was  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  perpetrating  mischief.  *  *  * 
If,  as  you  insinuate,  your  interests  have  by  your  re- 
moval been  materially  affected,  then,  sir,  like  many 
men  more  honest  than  yourself,  earn  your  bread  by 
the  sweat  of  your  brow."  Mr.  Foote  replied  to  this 
severe,  and  scarcely  merited  rebuke,  by  attempting 
to  give  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Spencer's  life,  and  charged 
him,  among  other  things,  with  having  deserted  the 
Federal  party,  in  consequence  of  Gov.  Jay's  refusal  to 
nominate  him  to  the  office  of  Comptroller.  This 
charge  was  not  substantiated  by  any  proof,  although 
Mr.  Spencer  absolved  the  whole  world  "  from  the  in- 
junctions of  secrecy,  and  the  restraints  of  delicacy,  on 
the  subject,"  and  was  doubtless  made  without  any 
foundation  whatsoever,  except  mere  surmise. 

The  twenty-eighth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
1777  required,  that  "  new  commissions  should  be  is- 
sued to  Judges  of  the  County  Courts,  other  than  the 
First  Judge,  and  to  Justices  of  the  Peace,  once  at  the 
least  in  three  years."  Under  this  provision,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  existing  Council  of  Appointment  thought 
proper  to  issue  new  commissions  to  most  of  the  coun- 
ties in  the  State,  in  which  the  Federal  Judges  and 
Justices  were  omitted,  and  the  names  of  Republicans 
inserted  in  their  stead.  In  this  way  was  the  machin- 
ery of  the  appointing  power  first  set  in  motion,  and  it 
continued  to  strengthen  itself,  until  every  nook  and 
corner  of  the  State  was  made  to  feel  its  influence. 
The  dispensation  of  the  Executive  patronage  soon  be- 
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came,  as  it  were,  a  political  solar  system  of  itself; 
every  town  and  county  possessing,  in  the  persons  of 
a  few  leading  and  active  Republicans,  the  lesser  lu- 
minaries, which  borrowed  the  light,  and  reflected  the 
radiance,  of  the  great  central  sun  at  Albany.  The 
sanctity  of  justice  was  invaded,  in  the  prostitution  of  its 
ministrations  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  political  as- 
pirants, and  the  ermine  of  the  bench  polluted  by  the 
contaminations  which  were  inseparable  from  the  par- 
tizan  contests  of  the  day. 

During  this  year,  Chancellor  Livingston  became 
incompetent  to  hold  his  office,  on  account  of  his  age, 
and  was  succeeded  by  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  then  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  Livingston  was 
subsequently  appointed  Minister  to  France,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  negotiating  the  treaty  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  The  vacancies  on  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  occasioned  by  the  pro- 
motion of  Judge  Lansing,  and  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Benson,  who  had  been  made  a  Judge  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  were  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Morgan  Lewis,  a  connection  of  the  Liv- 
ingston family,  as  Chief  Justice ;  and  of  Brock- 
hoist  Livingston,  as  an  Associate  Judge.  Smith 
Thompson,  who  married  a  Livingston,  was  also  ap- 
pointed an  Associate  Judge  of  that  Court. 

The  next  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on 
the  26th  day  of  January,  1802.  Thomas  Storm,  of 
New- York,  was  chosen  Speaker.  Benjamin  Hunting, 
James  W.  Wilkin,  Edward  Savage,  and  Lemuel 
Chipman,  were  elected  members  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment.     Gen.  Armstrong  resigned  his  seat  in 
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the  United  States  Senate,  early  in  the  session,  and,  on 
the  4th  of  February,  Dewitt  Clinton  was  appointed 
his  successor.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Coun- 
cil, Ambrose  Spencer  was  appointed  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  who  had  resigned  the 
office.  William  Stewart,  of  Tioga  county,  a  brother- 
in-law  of  Gov.  Clinton,  was  restored  to  the  office  of 
District  Attorney  of  the  counties  of  Ontario,  Tioga, 
&c,  from  which  he  had  been  removed  by  the  Federal 
Council  during  Gov.  Jay's  administration,  and  which 
had  become  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Nathaniel 
W.  Howell.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
1802,  but  little  business  of  importance  was  transact- 
ed, except  the  apportionment  of  the  members  of  As- 
sembly among  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  ac- 
cording to  their  population.  A  resolution  was  also 
introduced,  by  Mr.  Clinton,  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  pro- 
vided for  the  division  of  the  State  into  single  Electo- 
ral Districts,  and  required  the  electors  to  designate 
on  the  ballot,  which  candidate  was  their  choice  for 
President,  and  which  for  Vice  President.  This  reso- 
lution was  adopted. 

The  Republican  party  succeeded  in  electing  all  the 
Senators,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of  Assembly, 
at  the  election  in  April,  1S02.  No  Senators  were 
elected  in  the  Eastern  District  this  year.  John 
Schenck  was  chosen  in  the  Southern  District ;  Solo- 
mon Sutherland  and  Abraham  Adriance,  in  the  Mid- 
dle; and  Jacob  Snell,  Matthias  B.  Talmadge,  Asa 
Dan  forth,  Joseph  Annin,  and  George  Tiffany,  in  the 
Western  District. 
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Soon  after  the  spring  election,  Col.  Burr  was 
openly  denounced  by  the  majority  of  the  Democratic 
party.  The  American  Citizen,  their  organ  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  denounced  him  as  a  traitor  to  the 
cause,  and  charged  him  with  intriguing  to  defeat  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  to  secure  his  own  election  to  the  Presi- 
dency. James  Cheetham,  an  Englishman  by  birth, 
and  a  vigorous  political  writer,  was  the  senior  editor 
of  this  paper,  and  was  supposed  to  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Dewitt  Clinton.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  which  had  been  established  by 
Col.  Burr  and  his  friends,  and  was  edited  by  Dr.  Irving, 
a  gentleman  of  very  creditable  literary  attainments, 
accused  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons  of  being  influ- 
enced by  an  unworthy  ambition,  and  of  corruptly 
parcelling  out  the  offices  in  the  State,  among  their 
own  relatives  and  friends.  It  was  also  alledged,  that 
the  opposition  to  Col.  Burr  arose  from  a  desire  to 
place  a  favorite  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  families 
in  the  position  he  occupied.  This  controversy  was 
carried  to  the  extreme,  on  both  sides,  and  seriously 
affected  the  social  and  pecuniary,  as  well  as  political 
relations,  of  those  who  were  more  prominently  con- 
nected with  it.  The  Manhattan  Bank  was  at  this 
time  controlled  by  the  opponents  of  Col.  Burr,  who 
succeeded  in  removing  him,  and  his  attached  personal 
and  political  friend,  Col.  John  Swartwout,  from  the 
board  of  Directors.  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston 
was  the  successful  candidate  over  Mr.  Swartwout. 
While  this  controversy  was  pending,  a  serious  diffi- 
culty arose  between  Dewitt  Clinton  and  Mr.  Swart- 
wout.    The  former  had  applied  to  Mr.  S.  the  offens- 
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ive  epithets  of  "  liar,"  "  scoundrel,"  and  "  villain,"  in 
reference  to  the  charge  brought  against  himself,  of 
opposing  Col.  Burr  from  selfish  and  unworthy  mo- 
tives, whereupon  he  received  and  accepted  a  chal- 
lenge from  Mr.  Swartwout.  Five  shots  were  ex- 
changed at  the  meeting,  and  Mr.  Swartwout  was 
twice  wounded.  Mr.  Clinton  declared  that  he  had 
no  personal  enmity  towards  his  opponent,  and  the  lat- 
ter was  finally  compelled  to  quit  the  field,  upon  the 
earnest  remonstrance  of  the  surgeons  in  attendance. 

The  celebrated  pamphlet,  written  by  Mr.  Cheetham, 
entitled  "A  view  of  the  Political  Conduct  of  Aaron 
Burr,"  was  published  during  this  season,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  another  pamphlet,  reviewing  the  course 
of  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons,  signed  "  Aristides," 
and  written  by  William  P.  Van  Ness.  These  pam- 
phlets reiterated  the  charges  against  Col.  Burr,  the 
Clintons,  and  Livingstons,  of  which  we  have  before 
spoken,  and  were  written  in  an  extremely  vitupera- 
tive tone.  Many  new  facts  were  adduced  by  Mr. 
Cheetham,  which  bore  strongly  against  Col.  Burr,  and 
left  little  doubt  in  the  minds  of  a  great  majority  of 
his  countrymen,  that  his  integrity  as  a  politician  was 
deservedly  suspected.  The  malignant  feelings  of  the 
writer  were  so  palpable  in  the  production  of  Mr.  Van 
Ness,  that  it  failed  of  producing  that  counteracting  in- 
fluence for  which  it  was  probably  designed.  Still,  it 
must  be  admitted,  that  the  charge  brought  against  the 
Clintons  and  Livingstons,  of  dividing  the  offices 
among  themselves,  was  sustained  by  the  facts.  Most 
of  the  more  valuable  offices  were  held  by  the  mem- 
bers, or  connections,  of  these  two  families ;  and,  it  may 
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be  added,  as  a  palliating  circumstance,  at  least,  that 
they  were,  in  general,  exceedingly  well  filled.  The 
Republican  press  out  of  the  city  of  New- York,  for  a 
long  time  declined  to  interfere  in  this  controversy  ; 
but  the  violent  manner  in  which  Dewitt  Clinton  and 
Ambrose  Spencer,  the  acknowledged  leaders  of  the 
party,  had  been  denounced  by  Col.  Burr,  Mr.  Van 
Ness,  and  others,  induced  Mr.  Barber,  the  editor  of  the 
Albany  Register,  on  the  16th  of  November,  to  declare 
that  Mr.  Burr  had  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  Re- 
publicans of  the  State.  The  Democratic  journals  in 
the  interior,  with  a  very  fewexceptions,  fully  concurred 
with  the  Register  in  this  declaration. 

The  State  Legislature  assembled  at  Albany,  on  the 
24th  day  of  January,  1803.  A  very4arge  majority  of 
the  Republican  members  were  opposed  to  Col.  Burr. 
Mr.  Storm  was  re-elected  Speaker.  Solomon  South- 
wick,  then  a  young  man,  of  line  talents  and  pleasing 
address,  and  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Barber,  the  pro- 
prietor and  editor  of  the  Albany  Register,  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  forty-two,  to  thirty- 
one  for  Mr.  Van  Ingen.  the  old  Federal  incumbent  ; 
some  ten  or  eleven  Republican  members  voting,  with 
the  Federalists,  for  the  latter  gentleman.  As  the  term 
of  service  of  Governeur  Morris  was  to  expire  on  the 
3rd  of  March,  an  active  and  spirited  canvass  was 
had,  for  his  successor.  Theodorus  Bailey,  of  Dutch- 
ess county,  and  John  Woodworth,  of  Rensselaer, 
were  the  Republican  candidates.  At  the  Republi- 
can caucus,  held  on  the  evening  preceding  the 
election,  which  took  place  on  the  1st  of  February, 
Mr.  Bailey  had  thirty  votes,  and  Mr.  Woodworth  forty- 
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five.  Matthias  B.  Talmadge,  a  Senator  from  the  West- 
ern District,  and  the  brother-in-law  of  Gen.  Bailey, 
with  James  Burt,  a  member  of  the  House,  from  Or- 
ange county,  and  a  number  of  other  Republican  Sen- 
ators and  representatives,  entered  into}  j  coalition  with 
the  Federalists,  to  elect  Mr.  Bailey,  who  was  in  Con- 
gress during  the  Presidential  contest  of  1801,  and  was 
said  to  be  friendly  to  Burr,  although  he  was  afterwards 
appointed  Postmaster  at  New- York,  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
The  vote  on  Senator,  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  stood, 
for  Woodworth  fifty-three,  Morris  eighteen,  and  Bai- 
ley nineteen.  Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Senate, 
a  caucus  of  the  Federal  members  was  held,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  Abraham  VanVechten,  at  which 
it  was  decided  to  support  Mr.  Bailey,  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Woodworth.  When  the  nomination  of  a  Senator 
was  brought  up  in  the  Senate,  the  Federalists  voted 
for  Mr.  Morris  ;  consequently,  there  was  no  choice. 
A  resolution  was  then  offered,  that  Mr.  Bailey  be  nomi- 
nated on  the  part  of  that  body,  which  was  adopted  by 
the  votes  of  Messrs.  Adriance,  Bruyn,  Gordon,  Hat- 
field, Hathorn,  Hunting,  L'Hommedieu,  Suffern,  and 
Talmadge,  Republicans,  and  Messrs.  Chipman,  Foote, 
Hitchcock,  Kent,  Lawyer,  Van  Schoonhoven,  and 
Van  Vechten,  Federalists.  Upon  comparing  nomina- 
tions, it  was  found  that  the  two  houses  disagreed  : 
whereupon  a  joint  ballot  was  had,  the  result  of  which 
was,  that  Mr.  Woodworth  had  fifty-seven  votes,  and 
Mr.  Bailey  fifty-nine;  the  Federalists  uniting  with 
Mr.  Talmadge,  Mr.  Burt,  and  their  friends,  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  anti-caucus  candidate. 

During  this  session,  a  deficiency  in  the  accounts  of 
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the  Treasurer,  Robert  Mc  Clellan,  who  was  appointed 
while  Mr.  Jay  was  Governor,  to  the  amount  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars,  was  discovered,  and  Abraham 
G.  Lansing,  a  brother  of  the  Chancellor,  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  office;  in  his  stead.     A  more  rigid  system  of 
testing  the  correctness  of  the  accounts  of  the  financial 
officers  of  the  State,  was  at  the  same  time  adopted. 
The  New- York  State  Bank,  at  Albany,  was  incorpo- 
rated this  year,  by  an  act  which  passed  the  Legisla- 
ture on  the  19th  day  of  March.     There  were,  at  this 
time,  but  three  banks  north  and  west  of  the  city  of 
New- York  :  the  Bank  of  Albany,  chartered  in  1792, 
with  a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars  ;  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  at  Hudson,  chartered 
in  1793,  with  a  capital  of  one   hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  Farmers'  Bank,  between 
Lansingburgh  and  Troy.      The  Bank  of  New- York, 
which  received  a  charter  from  the  State  in  1791,  pos- 
sessed a  capital  of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  was 
principally  controlled  by  Federalists.      The  stock  of 
the  Manhattan  Company,  of  which  mention  has  al- 
ready been  made,  was  principally  owned  by  members 
of  the  Republican  party.      The  applicants  for  the 
charter  of  the  New-York  State  Bank,  a  large  majority 
of  whom  claimed  to  be  Republicans,  represented  that 
the  Bank  of  Albany  was  under  the  entire  control  o 
the  Federalists,  and  that  its  influence  was  exerted  to 
oppress  business  men  connected  with  the  Republican 
party.      The  petitioners  also  desired  a  lease  of  the 
salt  springs  in  the  State,  for  a  period  of  years ;  stipu- 
lating that  salt  should  always  be  in  readiness  for  sale, 
at  the  works  in  Salina.  at  a  price  not  exceeding  five 
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shillings  per  bushel,  and  to  pay  the  State  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  a  year  rent,  for  the  first  ten 
years ;  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the 
second  ten  years  ;  and  four  thousand  dollars  annually 
thereafter.  Among  the  petitioners  were,  John  Tayler, 
Elisha  Jenkins,  Thomas  Tillotson,  and  Ambrose  Spen- 
cer. Elkanah  Watson  was  the  most  efficient  agent 
of  the  company  in  procuring  the  charter  of  this 
avowed  political  machine,  and  in  drilling  the  mem- 
bers into  its  support.  The  clause  in  relation  to  the 
salt  works  was  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  before  its  final 
passage ;  the  Western  members  having  protested 
against  conferring  this  important  monopoly  on  the 
company.  In  order  to  insure  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
a  pledge  was  given  to  some  of  the  members,  that 
those  who  voted  for  it  should  have  stock  in  the  bank. 
This  was  the  origin  of  a  corrupt  practice,  which  af- 
terwards exercised  a  powerful  influence  on  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  State.  The  bills  to  charter  the  Merchants' 
Bank  of  New- York,  and  the  Mercantile  Company  of 
Albany,  failed  of  becoming  laws  at  this  session,  in 
consequence,  as  was  said,  of  the  desertion  of  the 
friends  of  the  New- York  State  Bank,  after  they  had 
carried  their  own  favorite  measure. 

The  Council  of  Appointment  chosen  at  the  session 
of  1803,  consisted  of  Ebenezer  Purdy,  John  C.  Hoge- 
boom,  Jacobus  Van  Schoonhoven,  and  Jacob  Snell. 

The  Democratic  party  were  successful  at  the  April 
elections,  in  New- York,  and  in  most  of  the  other 
States  in  the  Union.  This  result  was  mainly  pro- 
duced by  the  great  personal  popularity  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son at  the  South,  the  repeal  of  the  sedition  law,  and 
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the  general  prosperity  of  the  country.  John  Broome 
was  elected  Senator  in  the  Southern  District ;  Robert 
Johnson,  Joshua  H.  Brett,  and  James  Burt,  in  the 
Middle  ;  John  Tayler,  John  Wood  worth,  Edward 
Savage,  Simon  Veeder,  and  Thomas  Treadwell,  in 
the  Eastern ;  and  Caleb  Hyde  in  the  Western  District. 
All  the  Senators  elect  were  Republicans.  The  House  of 
Assembly  was  composed  of  eighty- three  Republicans, 
and  seventeen  Federalists. 

Edward  Livingston  resigned  the  office  of  Mayor  of 
New- York,  in  the  summer  of  1803,  on  account  of  its 
being  incompatible  with  the  office  of  United  States 
Attorney  for  the  district,  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed, by  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  emoluments  of  the 
Mayoralty  were  at  that  time  very  considerable,  and 
the  office  was  eagerly  sought  after  by  men  of  the 
highest  standing.  Morgan  Lewis,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  Dewitt  Clinton,  were  both 
candidates  for  the  office.  The  latter  finally  received 
the  appointment,  and  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Clinton  had  discharged 
the  duties  of  Senator,  in  a  manner  highly  creditable 
to  his  constituents,  and  his  talents  and  character  were 
held  in  high  esteem.  His  prospects,  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  were  never  fairer,  than  at  the  very 
period  when  he  determined  upon  leaving  the  Senate. 
His  pecuniary  circumstances  were  not  such  as  to 
require  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  Mayor ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  proved  in  the  end  to  be  extremely 
disastrous  to  him  in  this  respect.  The  only  reason 
which  can  be  offered,  for  his  voluntary  return  to  a 
participation  in  the  broils  and  contests  of  the  differ- 
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ent  factions  in  the  State,  is,  that  he  had  been  so  long 
identified  with  the  movements  of  the  Democratic 
party,  he  feared  to  entrust  the  operation  of  its  ma- 
chinery to  other  hands,  lest  it  might  be  exerted  to 
his  injury.  After  his  return  to  New- York,  his  well 
known  liberality,  and  generosity  of  character,  were 
taken  advantage  of  by  his  friends,  whose  paper  he 
endorsed  so  freely  that  he  afterwards  became  embar- 
rassed with  debts,  which  troubled  him  constantly  to 
the  end  of  his  life.  Gen.  Bailey  also  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  his  being  appointed 
Postmaster  at  New- York. 

The  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on  the 
31st  day  of  January,  1804.  Alexander  Sheldon,  of 
Montgomery  county,  was  chosen  Speaker,  and  Mr. 
Southwick  was  again  elected  Clerk.  The  Governor 
announced,  in  his  speech,  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment to  the  United  States  Constitution,  requiring  the 
Electors  to  designate  their  candidates  for  President, 
and  Vice-President ;  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  fact,  that  the  State  was  unrepre- 
sented in  the  United  States  Senate.  On  the  2d  of 
February,  the  vacancies  in  the  Senate  were  filled  by 
the  election  of  John  Armstrong  and  John  Smith. 

On  the  3rd  day  of  February,  Ambrose  Spencer  was 
appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  place 
of  Jacob  Radcliff,  who  had  resigned  the  office,  and 
John  Woodworth  was  appointed  Attorney  General. 
At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Council,  William  W.  Van 
Ness,  a  talented  young  lawyer,  and  active  Federalist, 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  Surrogate  of  Columbia 
county. 
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On  the  16th  of  February,  John  Broome,  Abraham 
Adriance,  Thomas  Tread  well,  and  Caleb  Hyde,  were 
elected  members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment.  At 
this  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  restraining  law, 
prohibiting  unincorporated  companies  from  exercising 
the  power  of  banking,  was  passed.  An  attempt  was 
also  made  to  pass  a  bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Emmott, 
a  Federal  member  from  the  county  of  Dutchess, 
declaratory  of  the  common  law  in  relation  to  giving 
the  truth  in  evidence  in  prosecutions  for  libel,  and 
constituting  the  jury,  in  this  and  other  criminal  cases, 
judges  of  the  law  and  the  fact.  This  bill  was  intro- 
duced, in  consequence  of  the  conviction  of  Harry 
Croswell,  the  publisher  of  a  Federal  paper  at  Hudson, 
called  the  Balance,  at  the  February  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  for  a  libel  upon  Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr. 
Croswell  was  ably  defended  by  Wm.  W.  Van  Ness, 
Richard  Harrison,  and  Alexander  Hamilton.  Mr. 
Hamilton  made  one  of  his  most  brilliant  speeches  on 
this  occasion,  which  was  fated  to  be  his  last  at  the 
seat  of  government  of  the  State.  Mr.  Emmott's  bill 
failed  of  becoming  a  law,  in  consequence  of  various 
differences  of  opinion  in  relation  to  its  details. 

Preparations  were  made  early  in  the  winter  for  th^ 
Gubernatorial  election  in  April.  The  great  majority 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  Union,  having  entirely 
abandoned  Col.  Burr,  George  Clinton  was  selected  as 
the  Republican  candidate  for  Vice  President,  with  great 
unanimity.  This  nomination  rendered  it  necessary  to 
fix  upon  a  new  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor. 
At  a  caucus  of  the  Republican  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature, of  which  Ebenezer  Purdy  was  Chairman, 
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and  Samuel  Southwick,  Secretary,  John  Lansing  was 
nominated  as  their  candidate  for  Governor,  and  John 
Broome  for  Lieut.  Governor.  A  meeting  of  the  lead- 
ing Federalists,  in  Albany,  was  held  on  the  16th  of 
February,  at  which  Gen.  Hamilton  was  present,  and 
advised  his  friends  to  vote  for  Chancellor  Lansing, 
"in  case  they  had  no  candidate  of  their  own,"  for  tne 
reason  that  "  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  'Mr. 
Burr,"  whose  friends  were  determined  on  bringing  him 
forward,  in  opposition  to  the  regular  Republican  can- 
didate. The  arguments  of  Gen.  Hamilton  failed  to 
convince  his  hearers,  and  it  was  even  assorted  by 
some  of  them,  that  he  was  actuated  by  u  personal 
resentment  towards  Col.  Burr." 

On  the  18th  of  February,  Chancellor  Lansing 
declined  the  nomination  of  the  Republican  caucus, 
although  he  had  first  signified  his  acceptance.  On 
the  same  day,  the  friends  of  Col.  Burr,  in  the  Legis- 
lature, held  a  meeting,  and  nominated  ther  favorite 
as  a  candidate  for  Governor.  On  the  2C.h  of  the 
same  month,  this  nomination  was  approved  at  a 
meeting  held  in  New- York,  in  the  proceedings  of 
which,  Marinus  Willet,  Ezekiel  Robins,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  George  Gardner,  David  M.  Wescott,  and  Peter 
Townsend,  participated.  A  public  meeting  was  soon 
after  held  in  Albany,  at  which  Burr  was  re-nominated 
for  Governor,  and  Oliver  Phelps  was  brought  for- 
ward as  the  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor.  The 
friends  of  Col.  Burr  were  not  numerous,  but  many  of 
them  were  talented  and  influential,  and  zealous  and 
indefatigable  in  their  efforts.  In  addition  to  those 
whose  names  have  been  mentioned,  James  Burt  and 
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Joseph  Annin,  of  the  Senate,  William  Tabor,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  from  Dutchess  county,  John  Van 
Ness  Yates,  of  Albany,  Erastus  Root,  of  Delaware, 
and  Peter  B.  Porter,  then  Clerk  of  Ontario  county, 
all  active  Republicans,  were  warmly  enlisted  in  his 
favor. 

The  declension  of  Chancellor  Lansing,  and  the 
avowed  determination  of  the  Federalists,  with  a 
very1  few  exceptions,  to  support  Col.  Burr,  had  the 
tendency  to  dishearten  the  Republican  party,  in  the 
first  instance.  Dewitt  Clinton  was  regarded  as  too 
young  a  man  for  the  office  of  Governor,  and  the 
recent  Federalism  of  Judge  Spencer  constituted  a 
serious  objection  to  his  nomination.  Morgan  Lewis, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  finally 
selected,  m  the  room  of  Mr.  Lansing,  and  an  address 
in  his  favor  was  drawn  up,  and  signed,  by  one  hun- 
dred and  four,  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
members  of  the  Legislature. 

\ 
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CHAPTER  V. 


1804 — Defeat  of  Col.  Burr,  and  Election  of  Morgan  Lewis — Pros- 
pects of  Burr,  and  his  antipathy  to  Hamilton — Gen.  Hamilton's 
course  at  the  April  election — Correspondence  and  Due/1  with 
Burr — Judge  Kent  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins a  Judge,  of  the  Supreme  Court — Re-election  of  Jefferson — 
George  Clinton  chosen  Vice  President — Legislative  ?ession  of 
1805 — Corrupt  means  used  to  procure  the  Charter  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank — Improvement  of  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State 
— William  W.  Van  Ness — Obadiah  German — Dissatisfaction  of  the 
Clintons,  and  Judge  Spencer,  with  the  Administration  of  Gov. 
Lewis — April  Election — Joseph  C.  Yates — Controversy  between 
the  Clintonians  and  the  Lewisites — Course  of  the  Republican 
journals  in  the  State — Jesse  Buel — Conduct  jf  Dewitt  Clinton — 
Attempt  to  unite  with  the  Burrites — Legislature  of  1S06 — A 
Clintonian  Council  elected — Removal  of  the  Lewisites  from  office 
— Archibald  Mclntyre — Activity  of  Gov.  Lewis'  friends  during 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1806 — Meeting  of  the  Legislature  in 
1807 — The  Lewisites  and  Federalists  elect  a  new  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment— Restoration  of  the  Lewisites  to  office — The  Federal- 
ists and  Burrites  ;  lso  taken  into  favor — William  W.  Van  Ness 
appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court — Caucus  held  by  the 
majority  of  the  Republicans,  to  nominate  candidates  for  Governor 
and  Lieut.  Governor — Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  John  Broome, 
put  in  nomination — Lewisite  Caucus — Re-nomination  of  Gov. 
Lewis— 1807. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Governor,  at 
the  election  in  April,  1804,  was  fifty- two  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-eight  ;  of  which,  Morgan 
Lewis  received  thirty  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  and  Aaron  Bnrr  twenty-two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  The  defection  of  Col. 
Burr's  Republican  friends  was  fully  counterbalanced, 
by  the  votes  of  those  Federalists  who  concurred  with 
Gen.  Hamilton  in  opinion,  and  others,  who  had  de- 
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termined  on  leaving  a  party  which  now  appeared  to- 
be  in  a  hopeless  minority.  The  Republicans  secured 
a  large  majority  of  the  Assembly,  and  elected  all  their 
Senators,  viz :  Ebenezer  Purdy,  and  Thomas  Thomas, 
from  the  Southern  District ;  Samuel  Brewster,  and  Ste- 
phen Hogeboom,  from  the  Middle  ;  Stephen  Thomas, 
from  the  Eastern ;  and  Jedediah  Peck,  and  Henry 
Huntington,  from  the  Western  District.  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins  was  chosen  a  member  of  Congress  from 
the  city  of  New- York,  at  this  election  ;  and  William 
W.  Van  Ness,  a  young  man  of  promising  abilities,, 
was  elected  to  the  Assembly,  from  Columbia  county. 

The  political  fortunes  of  Col.  Burr  were  completely 
prostrated  by  this  defeat.  Whatever  hopes  of  ad-] 
vancement  he  might  previously  have  entertained,, 
they  must  have  been  entirely  dissipated  by  this  un- 
favorable verdict  of  the  citizens  of  his  own  State. 
Disappointed  in  all  his  ambitious  aspirations,  and 
thwarted,  at  every  turn,  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  whose 
friends,  Messrs.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  and  Morris,  of 
Vermont,  had  elected  Mr.  Jefferson  President,  and 
whose  eloquent  denunciations  of  his  political  course 
had  defeated  him  in  the  recent  Gubernatorial  contest, 
he  seems  at  once  to  have  turned  all  his  energies  towards 
accomplishing  the  ruin  of  his  great  rival ;  and  a  spirit 
of  revenge  was  excited,  and  nursed  in  his  bosom, 
which  was  never  allayed  until  this  obstacle  had  been 
removed  from  his  path. 

The  alledged  ground  of  offense,  which  led  to  the: 
duel  between  Hamilton  and  Burr,  was  a  remark  in  an 
electioneering   letter,  written   by  Doct.  Charles   D- 
Cooper,  of  Albany;  in  which  the  writer  stated,  that 
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Gen.  Hamilton  dined  at  Judge  Tayler's,  while  in  attend- 
ance at  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  February, 
1804,  and  on  that  occasion  declared  himself  opposed  to 
Col.  Burr,  and  expressed  a  preference  for  Chancellor 
Lansing.  Mr.  Cooper  also  said,  that  "he  could  detail 
a  still  more  despicable  opinion"  of  Burr,  which  Ham- 
ilton had  avowed.  The  letter  in  question,  coming  as 
it  did  from  an  inmate  of  Judge  Tayler's  family,  and 
the  husband  of  his  adopted  daughter,  bore  such  an 
appearance  of  authenticity,  that  on  the  ISth  day  of 
July,  and  immediately  after  it  came  to  his  knowledge, 
Burr  addressed  a  note  to  Hamilton,  demanding  "a 
prompt  and  unqualified  acknowledgment,  or  denial, 
of  having  said  anything  which  warranted  such  an 
expression"  as  that  above  stated.  Gen.  Hamilton,  in 
his  reply,  dated  on  the  20th  of  July,  affirmed,  that  the 
charge  of  Col.  Burr  was  "  too  vague  and  indefinite" 
to  require  "an  express  admission  or  denial;"  and 
added,  that  he  was  ready  to  avow,  or  deny,  any  de- 
clarations imputed  to  him,  which  should  be  specifically 
pointed  out.  This  note,  unfortunately  for  its  author, 
although  we  could  hardly  expect  anything  different 
from  an  independent  and  high  minded  man,  conclud- 
ed as  follows :  "  I  trust,  on  further  reflection,  you 
will  see  the  matter  in  the  same  liofht  with  me.  If 
not,  I  can  only  regret  the  circumstance,  and  must 
abide  the  consequences ;"  thus  plainly  inviting  the 
hostile  meeting  which  ensued.  This  reply  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  still  more  offensive  note  from  Burr,  which 
was  answered  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  put  a  paper  into  the  hands  of  his  friend,  Mr. 
Pendleton,  to  be  communicated  to  Col.  Burr,  in  which 
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he  declared  his  readiness  to  give  a  definite  reply  to 
any  note  couched  in  proper  language,  and  his  ability 
to  show,  that  the  conversation  alluded  to  by  Doct. 
Cooper  was  solely  of  a  political  character,  and  uncon- 
nected with  any  imputations  upon  Mr.  Burr's  conduct 
as  a  private  citizen.  This  last  letter  of  Hamilton 
was  followed  by  a  note  from  Burr,  treating  the  reply 
of  the  former  as  a  '-mere  evasion,"  and  demanding 
satisfaction.  The  challenge  was  accepted,  and  was 
soon  followed  by  a  meeting  at  Hoboken,  which  ter- 
minated fatally  to  Gen.  Hamilton.  The  death  of 
this  great  man,  whose  fame  and  public  services  were 
acknowledged  by  men  of  all  parties,  who  united  in 
paying  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory,  in- 
flamed the  public  mind  to  such  a  degree,  that  Bun- 
was  compelled  to  fly  from  the  scorn  and  reproaches 
that  followed  him.  and  was  exiled  from  New- York 
and  New- Jersey,  as  a  murderer. 

Gov.  Lewis  called  the  Council  of  Appointment 
together,  immediately  after  his  inauguration.  Judge 
Kent  was  appointed  Chief  Justice,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Governor,  and 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  then  only  thirty  years  of 
age,  was  selected  as  an  Associate  Judge.  At  the  same 
meeting,  Peter  B.  Porter  was  removed  from  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  Ontario  county,  on  account,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed, of  his  friendship  for  Col.  Burr.  On  the  10th 
of  November,  another  session  of  the  Council  was  held, 
at  which,  Maturin  Livingston,  a  brother-in-law  of 
Gov.  Lewis,  was  appointed  Recorder  of  the  city  of 
New- York. 

The  Legislature  met  in  November,  for  the  purpose 
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of  choosing  Presidential  Electors.  Mr.  Sheldon  was 
re-elected  Speaker.  After  the  choice  of  Electors, 
Doct.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  a  learned  but  eccentric 
man,  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate,  in  the 
place  of  Gen.  Armstrong,  whom  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
appointed  Minister  to  France.  The  result  of  the 
Presidential  election  was  an  almost  unanimous  ex- 
pression of  confidence  in  the  national  administration  ; 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Clinton  receiving  all  the  elect- 
oral votes,  with  the  exception  of  fourteen,  which  were 
given  for  Charles  C.  Pinckney  and  Rufus  King. 

The   regular   annual  session  of  the  Legislature 
commenced  on  the  22d  day  of  January,  1805.     John 
Schenck,  Joshua H.  Brett,  Jedediah  Peck,  and  Stephen 
Thorn,  were  elected  members  of  the  Council  of  Ap-L 
pointment.  L~ 

The  Joint  Stock  Company,  composing  the  M"an 
chant's  Bank,  renewed  their  application  for  a  char?ls" 
at  this  session.      This   Company,  which  consisi)tec^ 
mainly  of  merchants,  had  been  in  operation  foitne 
number  of  years,  and  had  done  a  safe  and  prosperoen> 
business.     Dewitt  Clinton,  and  his  friends  who  weict' 
interested  in  the  Manhattan  Company,  John  Taylei*1 
Ambrose   Spencer,   and   other   leading   Republicans1 
connected  with  the  State  Bank  at  Albany,  opposed 
the  application,  for  two  reasons,  viz :  that  the  addi- 
tional bank  capital  contemplated  in  the  charter,  was 
not  required  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  that,  as  it 
would  be  under  the  control  of  Federalists,  the  Repub- 
lican party  would  be  injured  thereby.    This  unjust  re- 
sistance to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  followed  by  still 
more  indefensible  acts  on  the  part  of  the  applicants. 
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Upon  an  investigation  subsequently  made,  in  relation 
to  the  means  employed  to  obtain  the  charter,  it  ap- 
peared, that  John  Ballard,  Gurdon  Huntington,  and 
Peter  Betts,  members  of  the  Legislature,  had  been 
told,  that  if  they  would  vote  for  the  bill,  they  should 
have  the  right  to  subscribe  for  a  certain  number  of 
shares,  which  would  be  guarantied  to  be  worth  twenty- 
five  per  cent  advance.  It  was  also  proven,  that  Ebe- 
nezer  Purdy,  a  member  of  the  Senate,  had  made  the 
offer  to  Stephen  Thorn,  also  a  Senator,  to  subscribe 
for  thirty  shares,  and  agreed  to  advance  him  five 
pounds  for  each  share,  and  a  similar  offer  to  Obadiah 
German,  to  take  fifty  shares,  with  a  guaranty  that  he 
should  realize  one  thousand  dollars  profit.  These 
facts  were  shown,  by  the  depositions  of  the  gentlemen 
W)  whom  the  offers  had  been  made,  and  led  to  serious 
thupute  and  altercation.  Notwithstanding  the  con- 
anc"sive   character    of    the    testimony,   showing   the 

(rupt  means  employed  by  the  agents  of  the  bank, 
tog  bill  was  finally  passed ;  all  the  Federal  Senators, 
Kel  Messrs.  Purdy,  Savage,  Hogeboom,  Burt,  and 
ocaer  Republicans,  voted  in  its  favor.  Gov.  Lewis, 
Jnd  his  brother-in-law,  Maturin  Livingston,  supported 
the  application.  The  manner  in  which  this  bill  was 
forced  through  the  forms  of  legislation,  excited  the 
public  mind  to  such  a  degree,  that  no  other  bank 
charters  were  granted  for  a  series  of  years. 

On  the  2d  day  of  April,  an  act  was  passed,  in 
pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  Gov.  Lewis, 
appropriating  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  first  five  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  the  public  lands  belonging  to 
the  State,  which  should  be  sold,  as  a  permanent  fund 
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for  the  support  of  common  schools.  But  little  other 
business  of  importance  was  transacted  during  the 
session.  The  Federal  party  in  the  Assembly,  were 
headed  by  William  W.  Van  Ness,  whose  eloquence 
and  fascinating  address  rendered  him  highly  popular 
with  his  party  friends.  The  leading  man  in  the 
Democratic  ranks,  was  Obadiah  German,  of  Chenan- 
go county,  an  uneducated,  but  strong-minded  and 
clear-headed  politician. 

The  friends  of  Messrs.  Clinton  and  Spencer  began 
to  manifest  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  administra- 
tion of  Gov.  Lewis,  before  the  close  of  the  session ;  but 
nothing  definite  transpired,  previous  to  the  adjourn- 
ment. In  the  city  of  New- York,  the  charter  of  the 
Merchants'  Bank  was  made  the  principal  theme  of 
discussion,  prior  to  the  April  election.  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton, and  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  were  the  Republican 
candidates  for  State  Senators,  in  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict, and  were  nominated  at  a  meeting  which  adopted 
an  address,  reflecting  in  pretty  severe  terms  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Legislature.  The  American  Citizen, 
also,  took  strong  and  decided  ground  upon  the  subject, 
and  openly  charged  the  Senate  with  corruption.  An 
attempt  was  made,  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Van 
Vechten,  a  Federal  Senator,  to  indict  the  editor,  Mr. 
Cheetham,  for  a  libel,  but  the  Grand  Jury  of  New- 
York  refused  to  find  a  bill.  Judge  Hobart  died  this 
year,  and  the  office  of  District  Judge  was  conferred 
on  Matthias  B.  Talmadge ;  Brockholst  Livingston 
having  declined  the  appointment,  which  was  tendered 
to  him  by  the  President. 

At  the  April  election,  two  Republicans  were  sup- 
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ported  for  Senators,  in  the  Eastern  District,  in  oppo- 
sition to  each  other.  Joseph  C.  Yates,  afterwards 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Governor  of  the 
State,  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  Schenec- 
tady, and  Mr.  Quackenboss  was  the  candidate  of  the 
Albany  democrats.  The  Albany  Register  treated 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Yates  as  irregular,  and  a  large 
majority  of  the  Republicans  in  the  district  voted  for 
Mr.  Quackenboss  ;  but  as  the  whole  Federal  strength 
was  thrown  in  favor  of  the  former,  he  was  elected. 
The  Senators  chosen  at  this  election  were.  Messrs. 
Clinton,  and  L'Hommedieu,  from  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict ;  Peter  C.  Adams,  and  James  G.  Graham,  from 
the  Middle ;  Joseph  C.  Yates,  Adam  Comstock,  and 
John  Veeder,  from  the  Eastern  ;  and  Nathaniel  Locke, 
and  John  Nicholas,  from  the  Western  District.  The 
Republicans  maintained  a  large  preponderance  in  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Soon  after  the  spring  election,  the  differences  be- 
tween Messrs.  Clinton  and  Spencer,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  Gov.  Lewis  on  the  other,  which  do  not  appear  to 
have  interfered  with  the  canvass,  began  to  be  made 
public.  The  American  Citizen,  and  the  Albany  Regis- 
ter, the  leading  Democratic  journals  in  the  State,  came 
out  openly  against  the  Governor,  and  those  Republi- 
cans who  continued  to  act  with  him.  On  the  other 
side,  the  Poughkeepsie  Journal,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  controlled  by  Doct.  Tillotson,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  denounced  Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer,  in 
the  severest  terms.  This  paper  was,  in  the  course  of 
the  summer,  united  with  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
Mr.  Burr's  organ  in  New- York,  and  afterwards  ap- 
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peared  under  the  name  of  "  The  Poughkeepsie  Ba- 
rometer." The  Plebeian,  also,  a  Republican  paper  in 
Ulster  county,  conducted  by  Jesse  Buel,  took  ground 
with  the  Governor.  The  ostensible  ground  of  com- 
plaint against  Gov.  Lewis,  was  his  conduct  in  favoring 
the  charter  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  and  his  all  edged 
unfitness  for  the  office  which  he  held ;  but  the  real 
cause  of  the  disaffection  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  his  friends, 
was,  undoubtedly,  jealousy  of  the  increasing  popu- 
larity and  influence  of  the  Livingston  family,  whose 
members  filled  a  large  proportion  of  the  best  offices 
in  the  State.  Mr.  Clinton  was  an  ambitious  man, 
indefatigable  and  persevering,  and  determined  on 
putting  his  own  shoulder  to  the  car  which  should 
bear  him  onward  to  fortune  and  fame.  Whatever  he 
did,  he  did  with  all  his  might.  When  he  had  once 
determined  upon  a  certain  plan  of  operations,  he  left 
nothing  untried, which  could  insure  his  success. 

During  the  summer  of  1805,  Mr.  Clinton  made 
great  efforts  to  strengthen  himself;  and  the  friends  of 
the  Governor  were  equally  active.  Although  a  nu- 
merical majority  of  the  Republican  members  elected  to 
the  Legislature  were  friendly  to  Clinton,  the  influence 
of  the  Livingstons  detached  a  great  number  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Democratic  party  from  his  support.  As  it 
was  feared  that  the  Federalists  would  unite  with  the 
adherents  of  Gov.  Lewis,  and  thus  give  them  the 
control  of  the  State,  efforts  were  made  to  induce  the 
Burrites  to  join  their  forces  with  the  Clintonians. 
Several  interviews  were  had  between  Gen.  Bailey,  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  John  Swartwout;  and, 
subsequently,  on   the  24th   of  January,   1806,  Mr. 
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Clinton  met  Col.  Swartwout,  Matthew  L.  Davis, 
Peter  Irving,  and  Ezekiel  Robins,  the  most  influential 
and  zealous  Burrites  in  the  city  of  New- York,  at  the 
house  of  his  friend,  Gen.  Bailey.  On  the  20th  of 
February,  a  meeting  of  leading  Clintonians  and  Burr- 
ites was  held  at  Dyde's  Hotel,  near  New- York,  at 
which  the  union  of  the  Republican  party  was  the 
principal  theme  of  discussion.  On  the  24th  of  the 
same  month,  a  large  gathering  of  Republicans,  com- 
posed of  Burrites,  Clintonians,  and  the  friends  of  the 
Governor,  was  held  at  Martling's  Long  Room,  in  the 
city,  at  which  the  proceedings  of  the  former  meeting 
were  emphatically  denounced.  Mr.  Clinton  himself, 
a  few  days  afterwards,  signified  his  approbation  of 
the  course  pursued  at  Martling's,  but  his  opponents 
were  for  along  time  known,  throughout  the  State,  as 
1  Martling  Men.' 

The  Legislature  met  on  the  28th  day  of  January, 
1806.  Mr.  Sheldon  was  again  chosen  Speaker,  and 
Mr.  Southwick,  Clerk.  The  case  of  Stephen  Arnold, 
who  had  been  convicted  in  Montgomery  county,  of 
murder,  in  punishing  a  child  so  severely  as  to  cause 
death,  for  refusing  to  spell  or  pronounce  a  word,  and 
whom  the  Governor  had  reprieved  on  the  day  he  was 
to  have  been  executed,  was  brought  before  the  Legis- 
lature. The  conduct  of  the  Governor,  who  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  the  case  was  one  of  man- 
slaughter, instead  of  murder,  furnished  his  opponents 
with  a  powerful  argument  to  excite  the  public  indig- 
nation against  him.  After  some  discussion,  a  law 
was  passed,  commuting  the  sentence  to  imprisonment 
for  life,  several  of  the  Governors  enemies  voting  in 
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its  favor.  At  a  caucus  of  the  Republican  members  of 
the  Legislature,  Dewitt  Clinton,  Robert  Johnson,  Adam 
Comstock,  and  Henry  Huntington,  were  nominated 
to  form  a  Council  of  Appointment,  and  were  after- 
wards elected  by  the  House.  This  unusual  course 
of  holding  a  o-eneral  caucus,  instead  of  allowing:  the 
Republicans  from  each  district  to  select  their  own 
candidate,  as  had  previously  been  the  custom,  was 
adopted  in  order  to  secure  the  election  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
a  majority  of  the  Democratic  members,  from  his  dis- 
trict, being  opposed  to  him.  Gov.  Lewis'  friends  pro- 
tested, but  without  effect,  against  this  infraction  of  an 
established  usage. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  Mr.  Clinton  offered  a  reso- 
lution in  the  Senate,  for  the  expulsion  of  Ebenezer 
Purdy,  alledging  that  he  had  been  bribed  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  at  the  previous  session, 
and  had  attempted  to  bribe  Messrs.  Thorn,  and  Ger- 
man. No  action  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  except 
to  fix  on  a  day  for  its  consideration,  as  Mr.  Purdy 
resigned  his  seat  on  the  next  day  after  it  was  offered, 
A  bill,  introduced  by  Richard  Riker,  of  New- York, 
for  the  prevention  of  bribery,  and  having  especial  refer- 
ence to  the  same  case,  was  passed  on  the  7th  of  April. 

The  Council  of  Appointment  commenced  their  war 
of  extermination  against  the  Livingston  interest,  on 
the  26th  of  March,  by  the  removal  of  Maturin  Liv- 
ingston from  the  Recordership  of  New- York,  and 
the  appointment  of  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck,  one  of  the 
most  active  agents  in  getting  up  the  Martling  meet- 
ing, to  fill  the  vacancy.  Thomas  Tillotson  was  re- 
moved from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  to  make 
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room  for  Elisha  Jenkins.  The  office  of  Comptroller, 
which  Mr.  Jenkins  had  vacated,  was  bestowed  on 
Archibald  Mclntyre.  Gov.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton, who,  although  a  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  a 
careful  and  discreet  politician,  protested  against  these 
removals  :  but  the  majority  of  the  Council  were  de- 
termined to  do  the  work  thoroughly,  and  proceeded 
to  remove  a  large  number  of  Sheriffs,  Clerks,  Surro- 
gates, County  Judges,  and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
filled  their  places  with  men  known  to  be  opposed  to 
the  re-election  of  Gov.  Lewis. 

The  Federalists  did  not  remain  indifferent  spectar. 
tors  of  the  struggle  between  the  rival  interests  in  the- 
Democratic  party.  On  the  contrary,  they  soon  ral-f 
lied  around  William  W.  Van  Ness,  and  other  leading 
men  in  their  ranks,  who  proved  to  be  the  most  active 
and  efficient  supporters  of  the  Governor.  The  result 
of  the  April  election,  therefore,  was  the  choice  of  a 
majority  of  members,  including  Federalists,  friendly 
to  Gov.  Lewis.  The  Senators  chosen  this  year  were, 
Benjamin  Coe,  and  Jonathan  Ward,  from  the  South- 
ern District ;  Elisha  Barlow,  and  James  Burt,  from 
the  Middle  ;  Jacob  Snell.  from  the  Eastern  ;  and 
John  Ballard,  Salmon  Buel,  and  Jacob  Gebhard,  from 
the  Western  District.  The  Senators  from  the  Middle 
and  Eastern  Districts,  attached  themselves  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's party,  who  were  called  Lewisites,  or  l  Quids.' 
At  the  corporation  election  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
the  Lewisites  and  Federalists  secured  a  majority  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  forthwith  removed  all 
the  Clintonians  holding  office  under  the  city  govern- 
ment. 
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Gov.  Lewis'  friends  made  active  exertions,  during 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1806,  to  increase  their 
strength ;  and,  as  it  was  evident  he  could  not  be 
re-nominated  by  a  majority  of  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  a  meeting  was  held  in  New- 
York,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1807,  at  which  he 
was  put  in  nomination  as  the  Republican  candidate 
for  Governor.  Circular  letters  were  also  addressed 
to  all  the  doubtful  Republican  members,  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  requesting  them  to 
call  on  Abraham  G.  Lansing,  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
and  a  warm  friend  of  the  Governor,  as  soon  as  they 
arrived  in  Albany.  The  session  commenced  on  the 
27th  day  of  January,  and  Andrew  McCord,  of  Orange 
county,  the  Lewisite  candidate  for  Speaker,  was  elected 
over  Mr.  Sheldon,  who  was  supported  by  the  Clinto- 
nians,  by  eleven  majority.  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  a  son 
of  the  Treasurer,  had  six  majority  over  Mr.  South- 
wick,  for  Clerk.  On  the  28th  of  January,  the  As- 
sembly elected  a  Lewisite  Council,  by  an  average 
majority  of  nine,  consisting  of  Thomas  Thomas, 
James  Burt,  Edward  Savage,  and  John  Nicholas. 
After  the  result  of  these  votes,  which  was  produced 
by  a  union  of  the  Federal  and  Lewisite  forces,  it 
was  charged  by  the  Clintonians,  that  a  bargain  had 
been  made,  by  which  William  W.  Van  Ness  was  to 
be  appointed  Attorney  General.  Whether  the  charge 
was  true  or  false,  is  now  mere  matter  of  conjecture, 
as  the  appointment  was  never  made.  That  there  was 
some  understanding  in  relation  to  the  division  of  the 
spoils,  is  highly  probable,  as  Mr.  Van  Ness,  on  the 
9th  day  of  June  following,  was  appointed  a  Judge  of 
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the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  in  the  place  of  Brock- 
hoist  Livingston,  who  had  been  removed  to  the  bench 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  by  the  same 
Council  who  were  indebted  for  their  election  to  the 
influence  and  the  votes  of  himself  and  his  friends. 

The  Legislature  re-elected  Gen.  Smith,  to  serve 
another  term  in  the  United  States  Senate ;  the  two 
divisions  of  the  Democratic  party  having  united  for 
the  purposes  of  the  election. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council  elected  this 
winter,  the  Lewisites  commenced  the  work  of  remov- 
ing the  Clintonians,  and  restoring  their  friends  to 
office.  Dewitt  Clinton  was  removed  from  the  Mayor- 
alty of  the  city  of  New-York,  and  Marinus  Willeft 
appointed.  The  appointment  was  first  tendered  to 
Smith  Thompson,  who  declined  accepting  it.  Matu- 
rin  Livingston,  and  Thomas  Tillotson,  were  restored 
to  the  offices  of  Recorder  of  New- York,  and  Secretary 
of  State,  from  which  they  had  been  removed  by  the 
previous  Council  ;  and  Ogden  Edwards  was  ap- 
pointed Surrogate  of  New- York,  in  the  place  of  Syl- 
vanus  Miller,  removed.  The  Federalists  and  Burrites 
came  in  for  their  share  of  the  offices  ;  Thomas  Mor- 
ris,  an  active  Federal  leader,  was  appointed  Clerk  of 
the  city  of  New-York,  in  the  place  of  Teunis  Wort- 
man,  removed,  and  Isaac  Kibbe,  one  of  the  most  noisy 
partizans  of  Col.  Burr,  was  made  Harbor  Master.  Al- 
though the  conduct  of  this  Council  was  severely  cen- 
sured by  the  Clintonians,  it  was  defended  by  the 
Lewisites  on  the  other  hand,  as  being  fully  warranted 
by  the  proscriptive  course  of  their  predecessors.  So 
far  as  it  partook  of  the  character  of  retributive  justice, 
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it  was,  perhaps,  defensible,  in  a  party  point  of  view  j 
but  we  are  constrained  to  believe  that  the  interests  of 
the  State  were  not  regarded,  as  they  were  not  pro- 
moted, by  the  operations  of  either  Council. 

The  majority  of  the  Republican  members  of  the 
Legislature,  held  their  caucus  for  the  nomination  01 
a  candidate  for  Governor,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th 
of  February.  The  selection  of  a  name  which  would 
bring  out  the  whole  strength  of  the  Anti-Lewisites, 
was  a  matter  attended  with  some  difficulty.  Dewitt 
Clinton  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
been  so  intimately  identified  with  the  removals  from 
office,  which  had  taken  place  during  the  two  or  three 
previous  years,  as  to  have  excited  animosities  and 
heart-burnings,  among  those  who  had  been  proscribed, 
and  their  personal  friends,  that  would  seriously  preju- 
dice his  success.  It  was  also  urged  against  his  nomi- 
nation, that  his  conduct  was  too  dictatorial ;  that  the 
interests  of  the  party  seemed  to  be  regarded  by  him  as 
inseparable  from  his  own  ;  and  that  his  manners  and 
deportment  were  cold  and  unprepossessing.  Judge 
Spencer  was  now  a  member  of  the  Clinton  family, 
he  having  married  a  sister  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  as  his 
second  wife  ;  and,  in  all  the  political  operations  of  the 
last  several  years,  he  had  been  the  faithful  Achates 
of  his  brother-in-law.  His  name,  therefore,  was  equally 
out  of  the  question.  The  caucus  finally  selected  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  who  was  yet  hardly  known  as  a  politi- 
cian ;  but  from  his  position  as  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  added  to  his  naturally  estimable  qualities  of  head 
and  heart,  had  become  extensively  acquainted,  while 
holding  the  circuits  in  the  different  counties  of  the 
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State,  and  was  every  where  held  in  the  highest  es- 
teem and  regard.  Another  consideration,  probably, 
had  no  little  influence  upon  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Tompkins,  whose  talents  were  of  a  superior  charac- 
ter, and  promised  to  become  exceedingly  formidable 
lo  those  who  attempted  to  use  him  to  subserve  their 
own  individual  ends  :  the  fact,  that  he  had  no  family 
connections,  whose  claims  upon  their  relative,  in  the 
dispensation  of  the  Executive  patronage,  could  possi- 
bly interfere  with  those  of  the  Clintons.  Lieut.  Gov. 
Broome  was  nominated  for  re-election,  at  this  caucus  ; 
and  before  its  adjournment,  an  address  was  adopted, 
which  was  signed  by  sixty-five  Republican  members 
of  the  Legislature. 

At  the  Lewisite  Republican  caucus,  held  a  few  days 
afterwards,  Gov.  Lewis,  and  Thomas  Storm,  were 
nominated  as  their  candidates  for  Governor,  and 
Lieut.  Governor.  The  address  adopted  on  this  oc- 
casion, was  signed  by  forty-five  members. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


1807 — Causes  of  Chancellor  Lansing's  refusal  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion for  Governor  in  ISOi — Defeat  of  Gov.  Lewis,  and  election  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins — Trial  of  Col.  Burr  for  treason;  his  subse- 
quent conduct  and  death — Orders  of  the  English  Council,  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  Embargo  law — Course  of  the  Clin- 
tons— Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1808 — Joseph  C.  Yates  ap- 
pointed a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court — Removal  of  Mr.  Wood- 
worth,  and  appointment  of  Matthias  B.  Hildreth  as  Attorney 
General — David  Thomas  elected  Treasurer,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Lansing — John  W.  Taylor,  Samuel  Young,  Martin  Van  Buren — 
Nomination  of  James  Madison,  and  George  Clinton,  as  the  Re- 
publican candidates  for  President,  and  Vice  President — Disaf- 
fection of  the  Clintons — April  Election  in  180$ — Effect  of  the 
Embargo  law  on  the  result — Attempt  of  Gov.  Lewis,  and  the 
Livingston  family,  to  prostrate  Dewitt  Clinton — Session  of  the 
Legislature  in  November,  and  choice  of  Presidential  Electors — 
Election  of  Madison  and  Clinton — Meetings  of  the  Martling  Men 
in  New-York — Annual  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1809 — Dewitt 
Clinton  and  the  Federalists — Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Daniel  Ca- 
dy,  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer — Nathan  Sanford,  Roger  Skinner, 
Obadiah  German,  Derick  L.  Van  Antwerp — Mr.  German  elected 
to  succeed  Doct.  Mitchell  in  the  United  States  Senate — Treaty 
between  Mr.  Erskine  and  the  American  Government;  its  disa- 
vowal by  Great  Britain,  and  effect  on  the  politics  of  this  country 
— April  Election  of  1809 — Success  of  the  Federalists — The  Bal- 
ance and  New- York  Journal — The  Columbian — Nomination  of 
.J "nas  Piatt,  as  the  Federal  candidate  for  Governor,  and  Nicholas 
Fish,  for  Lieutenant  Governor — Legislative  session  of  1810 — Re- 
movals made  by  the  Federal  Council — Preparations  for  the  April 
election — Re-nomination  of  Tompkins  and  Broome — 1S10. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  April  election,  in 
1807,  an  exposition  was  made  by  Chancellor  Lansing, 
of  the  circumstances  attending  his  nomination,  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  Governor,  in  the  winter  of 
1804,  and  his  refusal  to  accept  it.  He  alledged,  on 
his  part,  that  an  attempt  \\r;>s  made  by  ( Jeorge  ( 'linton, 
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then  Governor  of  the  State,  to  induce  him  to  pledge 
himself  to  "a  particular  course  of  conduct  in  the 
administration  of  the  government  of  the  State," 
and  the  appointment  of  Dewitt  Clinton  as  his  suc- 
cessor in  the  office  of  Chancellor.  The  Vice  President 
peremptorily  denied  the  allegations  of  the  Chancellor  ; 
and  Dewitt  Clinton  himself,  who  afterwards  took 
part  in  the  controversy,  affirmed  that  he  never  desired 
the  office.  The  Clintons  were  probably  anxious  to 
have  the  patronage  of  the  State  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  not  inimical  to  them,  but  it  can  hardly  be 
possible  that  the  younger  one  was  willing  to  receive 
a  judicial  appointment,  which  must  always  be  a  mere 
secondary  position,  in  the  estimation  of  the  leader  of 
a  political  party. 

The  Federalists  made  no  nomination  for  the  Gu- 
bernatorial election.  The  great  body  of  them  sup- 
ported Gov.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Storm ;  but  a  very  large 
number,  who  had  become  disheartened  on  account  of 
their  repeated  reverses,  and  saw  but  little  prospect  of 
redeeming  the  waning  fortunes  of  the  party,  abandon- 
ed their  old  associations,  and  took  ground  in  favor  of 
the  nominee  of  the  regular  Democratic  caucus.  The 
election  was  conducted  with  much  warmth  and  spirit, 
and  terminated  in  the  choice  of  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins, whose  majority,  over  Gov.  Lewis,  was  four  thou- 
sand and  eighty-five.  The  whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  was  sixty-six  thousand  and  sixty-three.  Dewitt 
Clinton,  elected  to  the  Senate  from  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict;  John  Tayler,  John  McLean,  Charles  Selden, 
and  Isaac  Kellogo-.  from  the  Eastern ;  and  William 
Floyd  and  Alexander  Rhae5  from  the  Western,  were 
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Clintonian  Republicans.  Robert  Williams  and  Joshua 
H.  Brett,  were  the  Lewisite  candidates  in  the  Middle 
District,  and  were  elected. 

On  the  22d  day  of  May,  1807,  the  trial  of  Col. 
Burr,  on  a  charge  "of  treason  against  the  United 
States,  and  of  a  misdemeanor  in  preparing  and  setting 
on  foot,  within  the  United  States,  the  means  of  a  mili- 
tary expedition  against  Mexico,"  came  on  before  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  at  Richmond,  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  presiding.  A  protracted  and  tedious 
investigation  was  had,  both  of  the  testimony  adduced 
by  the  prosecution,  and  the  legal  questions  involved 
in  the  case.  It  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  Burr  had 
commenced  his  operations  early  in  the  spring  of 
1805  ;  that  he  had  been  almost  constantly  engaged 
in  traveling  through  the  United  States ;  that  his 
emissaries  and  agents  were  at  work  in  Mexico  ;  that 
prominent  individuals  in  England,  and  men  of  char- 
acter and  wealth  in  this  country,  favored  his  enter- 
prise ;  that  he  had  had  secret  and  confidential  inter- 
course with  General  Wilkinson,  and  other  officers  in 
the  regular  service ;  and  that  he  was  connected  with 
an  assemblage  of  men  which  had  taken  place  on 
Blennerhasset's  Island,  and  with  the  collection  of 
provisions  and  munitions  of  war  at  several  points  on 
the  Ohio  and  Cumberland  rivers ;  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  fasten  upon  him  the  commission  of  any 
overt  act  of  treason.  He  was  ably  defended  by  Luther 
Martin,  and  Messrs.  Wickham,  Baker,  Botts,  and  Ran- 
dolph. On  the  other  side,  were  Messrs.  Mc  Ray,  Hay, 
and  William  Wirt.  Under  the  charge  of  the  Court, 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  on  the 
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indictment.  Whether  it  was  the  p  an  of  Col.  Burr 
to  seize  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  to  revolutionize  the 
territory  attached  to  it,  and  to  separate  the  Western 
from  the  Atlantic  States  ;  or  the  conquest  of  Mexico, 
although  Spain  was  then  at  peace  with  this  country; 
or  a  combination  and  modification  of  the  two ;  still 
remains  a  doubtful  matter.  Generals  Wilkinson  and 
Eaton  testified  that  Burr  had  made  overtures  to  them, 
in  which  he  had  hinted,  in  pretty  plain  terms,  at  the 
separation  of  the  States  ;  and  a  letter  written  by  him, 
in  ciphers,  to  Wilkinson,  was  produced  by  the  latter, 
on  the  trial,  and  its  contents  introduced  in  evidence. 
But  it  was  afterwards  charged,  and  admitted,  that  the 
letter  in  question  was  altered  before  its  interpretation  ; 
and  Gen.  Eaton  confessed,  on  his  cross  examination, 
that  he  had  recommended  to  the  President,  the  ap- 
pointment of  Burr  on  a  foreign  embassy,  after  he  had 
been  made  acquainted  with  his  designs.  The  testi- 
mony of  both  gentlemen,  as  to  the  treasonable  plans 
of  Col.  Burr,  was,  notwithstanding,  positive  and  dis- 
tinct ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  as  to  give  foundation  to 
the  opinion,  which  was  generally  current  after  Burr's 
discharge,  that  he  had  escaped  from  the  consequences 
of  his  acts,  by  means  of  a  technical  quibble. 

Col.  Burr  sailed  for  Europe  in  the  year  following 
his  acquittal,  and  attempted  to  enlist  the  English  Go- 
vernment in  an  expedition  against  Mexico.  Failing 
in  this,  and  being  suspected  of  a  connection  with 
some  dangerous  schemes  on  foot,  he  continued  his 
journey  to  Sweeden,  from  whence  he  crossed  over  to 
France,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  assistance  from  Na- 
poleon.    But  the  mark  of  Cain  seemed  to  have  been 
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firmly  imprinted  on  his  brow.  Wherever  he  went, 
he  was  received  with  coldness  and  distrust.  Liter- 
ally bankrupt,  in  fortune  and  in  friends,  he  wandered 
about  Europe  for  several  years,  exposed  to  hardships, 
and  suffering  privations,  which  he  could  never  have  an- 
ticipated amid  the  excitement  of  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion in  1800.  when  no  man  in  the  nation,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  more  popular  than 
himself.  He  returned  to  New- York  in  1812,  and  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  the  law,  which  he  pursued  with 
very  respectable  success,  until  near  the  period  of  his 
death,  which  took  place  on  the  14th  day  of  September, 
1836,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age. 

The  war  between  France  and  the  other  European 
powers,  was  continued  during  the  year  1807,  without 
cessation,  and  as  there  was  a  great  demand  for  iVmer- 
ican  produce,  the  carrying  trade  of  the  vessels  owned 
in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  had  now  become 
highly  profitable.  The  jealousy  entertained  by  the 
British  Government  towards  the  United  States,  led  to 
the  adoption  of  an  order  in  Council,  by  the  terms  of 
which  all  intercourse  between  France  and  America 
was  suppressed.  The  French  authorities,  by  way  of 
retaliation,  issued  the  celebrated  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  under  which  American  vessels,  trading  with 
England,  were  liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation. 
After  an  unsuccessful  remonstrance  against  the  con- 
duct of  France  and  England,  Mr.  Jefferson  recom- 
mended the  famous  Embargo  on  all  American  ship- 
ping— a  measure,  which,  so  far  as  it  affected  the 
national  policy,  was  certainly  wise  and  proper,  as  it 
cut  off  at  once  the  necessary  supplies  of  the  belligerent 
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powers  ;  but  in  its  operation  upon  private  interests,  it 
was,  no  doubt,  exceedingly  injurious.  Immediately 
after  the  passage  of  the  Embargo  Act,  in  Congress,  a 
public  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  New-York,  at 
which  Dewitt  Clinton  presided.  Resolutions  were 
adopted,  disapproving  of  the  Act :  and  the  American 
Citizen,  the  Clintonian  paper  in  the  city,  unsparingly 
denounced  it.  The  Federalists,  throughout  the 
Union,  took  the  same  ground,  while  the  Republicans, 
generally,  approved  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  course.  Dewitt 
Clinton  also  changed  his  ground,  early  in  1808  :  but 
Mr.  Cheetham,  the  editor  of  the  Citizen,  continued 
his  opposition  to  the  measure,  and  charged  Mr.  C. 
with  bad  faith,  in  deserting  him  at  such  a  crisis. 

Alexander  Sheldon  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  As- 
sembly, at  the  annual  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
1808.  Daniel  Rodman  was  elected  over  Mr.  Lansing, 
the  former  Clerk,  by  thirty-nine  majority.  Gov. 
Tompkins  reviewed,  at  length,  the  policy  of  the  Em- 
bargo Act,  in  his  speech  to  the  two  houses,  and  de- 
fended the  course  of  the  National  Government  with 
o;reat  ability.  An  answer  to  the  speech,  in  accordance 
with  the  Governor's  viewsj  was  adopted  in  the  Assem- 
blv,  after  an  animated  discussion,  by  a  vote  of  sixty- 
two  to  twenty-two.  On  the  1st  day  of  February, 
Benjamin  Coe,  Peter  C.  Adams,  John  Yeecler,  and 
Nathan  Smith,  were  elected  members  of  the  Council 
of  Appointment,  and  immediately  commenced  re- 
moving the  Lewisites  from  office.  Dr.  Tillotson 
gave  place  to  Mr.  Jenkins,  who  wTas  again  appointed 
Secretary  of  State.  Dewitt  Clinton  was  restored  to 
the  Mayoralty,  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck  to  the  Recorder- 
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ship,  and  Sylvanus  Miller  to  the  office  of  Surrogate, 
of  the  city  of  New- York.  The  vacancy  on  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Gov.  Tompkins,  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Joseph  C.  Yates.  Mr.  Woodworth  was  removed  from 
the  office  of  Attorney  General,  on  account  of  his  ad- 
herence to  Gov.  Lewis,  and  Matthias  B.  Hildreth,  of 
Montgomery  county,  appointed  in  his  place.  The 
Legislature  was  determined  not  to  be  outdone  by  the 
Council,  and,  as  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  received 
his  appointment  from  them,  Mr.  Lansing  was  remov- 
ed, and  David  Thomas  elected  to  succeed  him. 

John  W.  Taylor  and  Samuel  Young,  were  appoint- 
ed Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  town  of  Ballston, 
Saratoga  county,  on  the  18th  of  March ;  and  new 
commissions  were  sent  to  Justices  throughout  the 
State,  wherever  it  was  necessary  that  the  influence  of 
the  central  power  should  be  felt.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  Martin  Van  Buren  was  appointed  Surrogate 
of  Columbia  county.  He  was  then  a  young  man, 
but  he  had  early  given  indications  that  he  possessed 
abilities  of  a  superior  order,  and  was  now  an  active 
politician  in  the  county  where  he  resided. 

Before  the  close  of  the  session  of  Congress,  held  in 
the'  winter  of  180S,  a  caucus  of  the  Republican  mem- 
bers was  held,  at  which  James  Madison  was  nomin- 
ated for  President,  and  George  Clinton  for  Vice 
President.  The  New- York  Republicans,  and  espe- 
cially the  Clintons,  and  their  immediate  friends,  had 
confidently  looked  forward  to  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Clinton,  as  the  successor  of  Jefferson.  Mr.  C.  himself 
hesitated  about  the  acceptance  of  the  nomination  of 
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Vice  President,  but  did  not  decline  in  the  end.  The 
subsequent  dispute  and  hostility,  between  Devvitt 
Clinton  and  ':  the  Virginia  dynasty,"  had  its  origin 
in  this  alledged  injustice  to  his  uncle.  Seventeen 
Republican  members  of  Congress  protested  against 
the  nomination  of  the.  caucus,  among  whom  were 
John  Russell,  Josiah  Masters,  George  Clinton,  Jr.,  the 
brother  of  Dewitt,  and  Peter  Swart,  of  this  State.  The 
Albany  Register  expressed  a  preference  for  Mr.  Clinton, 
as  President,  but  did  not  attempt  to  impeach  the  sound- 
ness of  Mr.  Madison's  opinions  on  political  questions. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  State  Legislature,  an 
address  was  adopted,  and  signed  by  eighty-nine  mem- 
bers, approving  of  the  measures  of  the  National  and 
State  administrations,  and  urging  the  support  of  Mad- 
ison and  Clinton. 

The  Federal  party  made  a  vigorous  rally  at  the 
April  election.  The  reduction  in  the  prices  of  pro- 
duce, the  single  article  of  wheat  having  fallen  from 
two  dollars  to  seventy-five  cents  per  bushel,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Embargo  Act,  operated  powerfully  in 
their  favor ;  but,  as  all  the  official  patronage  was  in 
the  hands  of  their  opponents,  they  were  only  able  to 
reduce  the  Republican  majority  in  the  Legislature. 
David  Hopkins,  the  Federal  candidate,  was  elected 
to  the  Senate  in  the  Eastern  District ;  and  Edward 
P.  Livingston,  a  Lewisite,  in  the  Middle  District. 
Benjamin  Coe  and  William  W.  Gilbert,  elected  from 
the  Southern,  and  Luther  Rich,  Francis  Bloodgood, 
Sylvester  Smally,  Walter  Martin,  and  Silas  Halsey, 
from  the  Western  District,  were  Republicans. 

Gov.  Lewis  and  the  Livingston  family,  and  a  ma- 
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jority  of  their  friends,  in  connection  with  Col.  Swart- 
wout.  Matthew  L.  Davis,  and  other  leading  Burrites 
in  New- York,  came  ont  in  support  of  Mr.  Madison, 
shortly  after  his  nomination,  and  vehemently  attacked 
the  two  Clintons,  and  Judge  Spencer,  on  account  of 
their  original  opposition  to  the  embargo  law  ;  and 
charged  them  with  hypocrisy  in  professing  different 
opinions,  at  this  time,  and  with  being  secretly  hostile 
to  Mr.  Madison.  Several  appointments  made  by  the 
General  Government,  during  the  summer,  were  con- 
ferred on  Burrites  and  Lewisites,  or  persons  known  to 
be  opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and  a  Washington  paper, 
edited  by  a  clerk  in  Mr.  Madison's  office,  who  was 
then  Secretary  of  State,  denounced  the  Clintons  in 
unmeasured  terms.  A  number  of  influential  Repub- 
lican journals,  in  different  sections  of  the  Union,  took 
the  same  ground.  Mr.  Barber,  the  editor  of  the  Albany 
Register,  died  on  the  15th  of  July,  and  was  succeeded 
in  the  management  of  the  paper,  by  Solomon  South- 
wick,  a  devoted  personal  friend  of  Dewitt  Clinton. 

The  Legislature  of  New-York  met  on  the  1st  dav 
of  November,  in  order  to  choose  Presidential  Electors. 
James  W.  Wilkin,  of  Orange  county,  was  chosen 
Speaker.  The  vote  stood,  for  Wilkin,  sixty  ;  for  Van 
Rensselaer,  the  Federal  candidate,  forty-five.  A  dis- 
position was  manifested,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
vwarmest  friends  of  George  Clinton,  to  choose  Electors 
who  would  "ive  the  vote  of  the  State  to  him  for 
President;  but  this  course  was  overruled  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Republican  members  of  the  two  houses, 
who  would  not  concur  in  any  such  arrangement. 
The  result  was,  that  Electors  were  chosen  without 
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reference  to  their  individual  opinions  on  the  Presiden- 
tial question.  Ambrose  Spencer  and  Henry  Huntington 
headed  the  Electoral  ticket.  Six  of  the  Electors  voted 
for  George  Clinton,  for  President,  and  the  residue  for 
Mr.  Madison.  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Clinton,  were 
eventually  chosen  to  fill  the  offices  for  which  they  had 
been  nominated  ;  Mr.  Madison  receiving  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  votes,  and  Mr.  Clinton  one  hundred  and 
thirteen.  The  opposing  Federal  candidates  were, 
Charles  C.  Pinckney,  and  Rufus  King,  each  of  whom 
received  forty-eight  votes.  John  Langdon  received 
nine  votes,  for  Vice  President :  James  Madison,  three  ; 
and  James  Monroe,  three. 

After  the  election  of  Mr.  Madison,  the  Lewisites 
continued  their  operations  to  destroy  the  influence  of 
Dewitt  Clinton.  By  far  the  greater  share  of  the  power 
he  had  previously  wielded,  was  derived  from  his  sup- 
posed position,  as  the  supreme  dispenser  of  the  Execu- 
tive patronage  of  the  State.  As  soon  as  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins became  fairly  seated  in  the  chair  of  State,  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Clinton  began  sensibly  to  diminish. 
It  was  very  natural  that  the  Governor  should  seek  to 
render  himself  popular,  and  this  was  impossible,  so 
long  as  another  individual  was  regarded  as  the  power 
behind  the  throne,  who  controlled  all  the  appointments 
to  office.  The  Lewisites,  too,  were  officious  in  under- 
mining Mr.  Clinton's  popularity,  and  the  disappointed 
place-hunter  was  sure  to  be  told,  that  all  the  blame 
was  justly  chargeable  to  that  gentleman  ;  while  the 
fortunate  seeker  for  office  was  taught  to  look  up  to 
Gov.  Tompkins  as  his  friend  and  benefactor. 

Early  in  the  fall  and  winter,  meetings  of  the  Mart- 
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ling  Men  began  to  be  held  in  New- York,  which 
appeared  to  have  for  their  object,  the  political  over- 
throw of  Mr.  Clinton.  Mangle  Minthorne,  the  father- 
in-law  of  Tompkins,  was  generally  the  Chairman  of 
these  meetings,  and  it  was  suspected  that  the  Governor 
encouraged  them  in  secret,  although  he  professed,  in 
public,  to  disapprove  of  their  movements. 

A  short  time  before  the  annual  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature,  a  public  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  National 
administration  was  called,  in  New- York,  which  fur- 
nished an  occasion  for  an  attack  on  Mr.  Clinton. 
The  organ  of  his  opponents  in  that  city,  the  Public 
Advertiser,  came  out  with  a  violent  philippic,  in 
which  it  was  stated,  that  "  an  abominable  intrigue  was 
said  to  be  in  contemplation  to  place  Mr.  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton in  the  chair  of  the  intended  Republican  meeting ;" 
that  "a  measure  so  obnoxious  to  the  Republicans, 
would  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  meeting;''  and 
that  he  must  establish  a  reputation  for  uniformity  and 
consistency  of  character,  before  he  could  "  expect  to 
attain  the  honorable  station  of  a  Republican  Chair- 
man." The  Albany  Register  pronounced  the  article 
in  the  Advertiser,  an  unqualified  libel ;  and  averred 
that  it  was  well  known  in  New-York,  that  Mr.  Clin- 
ton was  to  leave  for  Albany,  before  the  day  appointed 
for  the  meeting. 

The  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced 
on  the  27th  day  of  January,  1809.  On  the  31st  inst., 
Mr.  Clintqn  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  in  the 
Senate,  approving  of  the  measures  of  the  National 
administration,  and  accompanied  their  introduction 
with  an  able  and  eloquent  speech,  in  which  he  re- 
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viewed  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  passage  of 
the  Embargo  law,  and  the  seditious  conduct  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  other  Eastern  States.  It  was  on  this 
occasion,  that,  in  the  course  of  a  severe  and  cutting 
rebuke  on  the  conduct  of  the  Federal  party,  he  charged 
them  with  always  acting  on  the  principle,  that  it  was 
'better  to  reign  in  hell,  than  serve  in  heaven.'  This 
quotation  was  afterwards  used  against  Mr.  Clinton 
himself,  during  the  canvass  preceding  the  subsequent 
Presidential  election,  with  powerful  effect.  The  Fed- 
eralists in  the  Assembly,  introduced  counter  resolutions 
to  those  of  Mr.  Clinton,  which  led  to  an  animated  de- 
bate, that  was  ably  conducted  on  both  sides.  The 
principal  Federal  speakers  were,  Abraham  Van  Vech- 
ten,  Daniel  Cady,  and  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer.  The 
views  of  the  Republican  party  were  defended  by  Na- 
than Sanford,  Roger  Skinner,  Obadiah  German,  and 
Derick  L.  Van  Antwerp.  Mr.  Clinton's  resolutions 
were  adopted  in  the  Senate,  without  a  division, 
and  passed  the  House  by  a  vote  of  sixty-one  to  forty- 
one. 

Jonathan  Ward,  James  G.  Graham,  Isaac  Kellogg, 
and  Alexander  Rhae,  were  chosen  members  of  the 
Council  of  Appointment.  The  Council  made  no 
changes  of  importance  this  year,  except  that  Solomon 
Southwick  was  made  Sheriff  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Albany.  Before  the  close  of  the  session,  the  Leg- 
islature elected  Obadiah  German,  as  the  successor  of 
Doct.  Mitchell  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

The  contest  between  the  Federal  and  Republican 
parties  was  conducted  with  great  asperity,  during  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1809.     The  injurious  effects  of 
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the  Embargo  law  upon  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, furnished  the  Federalists  with  numerous  pal- 
pable arguments,  which  they  used  with  great  ef- 
fect. But  as  they  went  so  far  in  denouncing  the 
National  administration,  as  to  condemn  it  for  not 
going  to  war  with  France,  the  old  prejudices  of  1798 
were  at  once  revived  ;  and  when  the  Federalists,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Eastern  States,  began  to  urge  that  we 
had  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  Great  Britain, 
the  Republicans  naturally  indulged  the  hope  that  they 
would  be  able  to  maintain  their  ground,  even  in  de- 
fense of  so  unpopular  a  measure.  Early  in  the 
month  of  April,  Mr.  Erskine,  the  British  Embassador 
at  Washington,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  providing  for  the  repeal  of 
the  orders  in  Council  affecting  the  American  trade, 
on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1809.  A  proclamation  was 
immediately  issued,  setting  forth  the  conditions  of 
the  treaty  ;  and  copies  of  it  were  forthwith  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  State  of  New- York  ;  but 
they  arrived  too  late  to  affect  the  election,  and  the 
Federalists,  in  many  cases,  denied  the  authenticity  of 
the  document,  and  pronounced  it  an  electioneering 
trick  of  the  enemy.  For  the  first  time,  since  1799, 
the  Federalists  succeeded  in  electing  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  Assembly.  The  vote  on  Senators,  which 
was  given  by  freeholders  only,  showed  a  Repub- 
lican majority  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-one.  The 
Republicans  elected  Israel  Carl,  in  the  Southern  ; 
and  Samuel  Haight  and  Johannus  Bruyn,  in  the 
Middle  District.  Daniel  Parris  and  John  Stearns, 
from   the  Eastern    District ;   and   Jonas  Piatt,  Seth 
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Phelps,  and  Amos  Hall,  from  the  Western,  were  Fed- 
eralists. 

The  Republicans  were  so  much  elated  at  the  pros- 
pect of  the  repeal  of  the  Embargo  law,  that  the  10th 
day  of  June  was  celebrated  as  a  day  of  triumph,  in 
all  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in  the  State,  and 
Mr.  Madison  and  his  Republican  friends  and  advisers 
were  lauded  to  the  skies;  but  these  rejoicings  were 
soon  brought  to  a  close,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  intel- 
ligence that  the  British  Government  had  disavowed 
the  act  of  their  Minister.  The  Federalists  thereupon 
charged  Mr.  Madison  with  having  entered  into  the 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine  from  corrupt  motives, 
and  in  the  full  knowledge  that  the  latter  had  no 
power  to  treat.  This  charge,  although  evidently  un- 
founded, produced  some  impression,  but  it  failed  of 
removing  entirely  the  odium  which  public  opinion 
deservedly  attached  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Croswell,  who  had  formerly  been  indicted  for 
a  libel  on  Mr.  Jefferson,  removed  this  year  to  Albany, 
and  commenced  the  publication  of  a  Federal  paper, 
entitled  "  The  Balance  and  New -York  Journal/' 
The  American  Citizen,  had  lonsr  since  lost  caste 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  Charles  Holt,  one  of 
the  victims  of  the  sedition  law  in  Connecticut,  estab- 
lished a  Clintonian  Republican  paper  in  New- York, 
under  the  name  of  "  The  Columbian." 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1810,  the  Federalists  com- 
menced the  campaign,  previous  to  the  April  election, 
by  the  nomination  of  Jonas  Piatt  as  their  candidate 
for  Governor,  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, of  which  Abraham  Van  Yechten  was  Chairman. 
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Gen.  Piatt  was  one  of  the  Senators  elect  from  the 
Western  District,  and  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  in 
the  county  of  Oneida.  Nicholas  Fish  was  nominated, 
at  a  subsequent  day,  as  the  Federal  candidate  for 
Lieut.  Governor. 

The  Legislature  convened  on  the  30th  day  of  Jan- 
iiary.  William  North,  of  Dnanesburgh,  was  chosen 
Speaker,  by  fourteen  majority,  over  William  Liv- 
ingston, the  Republican  candidate.  Gov.  Tompkins1 
speech  justified  the  measures  of  the  National  admin- 
istration, and  advised  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures  in  the  State,  and  the  improvement  of 
the  common  schools.  The  first  business  in  order, 
was  the  choice  of  a  Council  of  Appointment.  There 
was  not  a  single  Senator  from  either  the  Southern 
or  Middle  Districts,  who  had  been  chosen  as  a  Fed- 
eralist, and  the  Assembly  finally  elected  Israel  Carl, 
from  the  Southern,  and  Robert  Williams,  from  the 
Middle  District.  The  Federal  members  chosen  were, 
Daniel  Parris,  and  Amos  Hall.  Mr.  Carl's  integrity, 
as  a  politician,  was  above  suspicion ;  but  Mr.  Wil- 
liams readily  listened  to  the  overtures  of  the  opposi- 
tion, and  united  with  them  in  bestowing  the  offices, 
in  the  gift  of  the  Council,  on  the  most  clamorous  par- 
tizans  in  the  Federal  ranks.  It  is  sufficient  to  add, 
that  this  desertion  of  his  party,  at  so  important  a 
crisis,  was  looked  upon  with  so  much  abhorrence, 
that  he  was  never  again  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Council,  after  re- 
removing  the  various  incumbents,  Abraham  Van 
Vechtcn    was   appointed  Attorney  General  j    Daniel 
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Hale,  Secretary  of  State  ;  Theodore  V.  W.  Graham, 
Recorder  of  Albany  ;  Jacob  RadclifF,  Mayor  of  New- 
York  ;  Josiah  O.  Hoffman,  Recorder  ;  John  W.  Mul- 
ligan, Surrogate  ;  and  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  of  that  city.  James  Talmadge  was 
removed  from  the  office  of  Surrogate  of  Dutchess 
county,  to  make  room  for  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  the  son- 
in-law  of  Mr.  Williams.  Mr.  Oakley  was  a  young 
lawyer,  of  promising  abilities,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New- York.  The  Council  made  thorough  work  of 
the  removals  from  office;  and  County  Clerks,  Judges, 
Sheriffs,  District  Attorneys,  Surrogates,  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  were  constantly  made  to  feel  its  power. 
The  answer  to  the  Governor's  speech  elicited  a 
lengthy  debate  in  the  Assembly.  The  Federal  side 
of  the  question  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Van  Vech- 
ten,  Cadyr  and  Grosvenor,  who  openly  avowed  the 
opinion,  that  we  had  less  cause  of  offense  toward 
Great  Britain,  than  we  had  toward  France.  The 
Republican  speakers  were,  Doct.  Mitchell,  of  New- 
York,  and  Messrs.  Skinner,  Van  Antwerp,  and  Corn- 
stock.  The  answer  reported  by  the  Federal  com- 
mittee was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-nine  to  forty- 
six.  In  the  Senate,  the  Federalists  were  in  a  small 
minority ;  and  although  Gen.  Piatt,  and  Mr.  Parris, 
resisted  the  adoption  of  an  answer  sustaining  the 
views  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  it  was  carried  by  a  strong 
vote  ;  the  substitute,  offered  by  Gen.  Piatt,  receiving 
but  six  votes,  to  twenty-three  in  opposition.  The 
message  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  the  policy  of  Mr. 
Madison's   administration,   were   ably   defended   by 
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Dewitt  Clinton,  and  Judge  Tayler.  No  public  busi- 
ness of  general  importance  was  transacted  at  this 
session.  Previous  to  the  adjournment,  Abraham  G. 
Lansing,  who  had  proved  a  faithful  and  efficient  offi- 
cer, was  again  chosen  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

The  activity  of  the  Federalists,  in  making  prepa- 
rations for  the  approaching  election,  induced  serious 
apprehensions  in  the  minds  of  the  intelligent  and 
reflecting  men  in  the  Republican  party,  that  their 
prospects  of  success  were  extremely  doubtful.  The 
former,  of  course,  regarded  it  as  a  life  and  death  strug- 
gle with  them,  and  they  made  every  effort  in  their 
power  to  increase  their  strength.  The  Republican 
party  were  by  no  means  disheartened,  and  at  the 
caucus  held  by  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  on 
the  5th  of  February,  Tompkins  and  Broome  were  re- 
nominated, without  a  dissenting  voice.  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton drew  up  the  address  adopted  on  the  occasion, 
which  was  signed  by  all  the  Republican  members. 
Gov.  Lewis  was  put  in  nomination  in  the  Southern 
District,  on  the  same  ticket  with  Gov.  Tompkins,  as 
a  candidate  for  Senator. 


/ 

136  POLITICAL    PARTIES 


CHAPTER  VII. 


2310 — April  Election — Activity  of  both  Parties — Influence  of  the' 
National  Government — The  Non-Intercourse  system  substituted 
for  the  Embargo  law — Re-election  of  Gov.  Tompkins — The  Mart- 
ling  Men — Dewitt  Clinton,  as  a  political  leader— Death  of  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Broome — Session  of  the  Legislature  in  181 1 — 
Movements  of  the  Republican  Council — Casting  vote  of  George 
Clinton,  on  the  Bill  to  re-charter  the  United  States  Bank — Dewitt 
Clinton  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Lieutenant 
Governor — The  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank — Efforts  of  the 
Martling  Men  to  defeat  Mr.  Clinton,  and  their  nomination  of  Ma- 
rinus  Willet — Tammany  Hall — Nicholas  Fish  nominated  for  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  by  the  Federalists — April  Election  of  1S11 — Elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Clinton — General  success  of  the  Democratic  party — 
Difficulties  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States — Dewitt 
Clinton's  determination  to  oppose  Mr.  Madison's  re-election — 
Legislature  of  1S12 — Bank  of  America — Attempt  to  bribe  mem- 
bers of  the  two  houses — Prorogation  of  the  Legislature  by  Gov. 
Tompkins — The  Albany  Register,  and  Mr.  Clinton's  friends,  op- 
posed to  the  Governor — April  Election — Federal  majority  in  the 
Assembly — Death  of  George  Clinton — Re-assembling  of  the  Leg- 
islature— Charter  of  the  Bank  of  America — Nomination  of  De- 
witt Clinton,  as  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  in  New- 
York,  for  President — Opposition  to  the  nomination  in  the  Demo- 
cratic ranks — Declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain — Mr. 
Clinton  supported  by  the  Federalists — Meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
and  choice  of  Clintonian  Electors — Re-election  of  Madison — The 
Tammany  Society — The  National  Advocate — Henry  Wheaton — 
Legislature  of  1S13 — Rufus  King  elected  United  States  Senator — 
Thomas  Addis  Emmett  appointed  Attorney  General — Gideon 
Hawley — Tbe  Federal  Council — Re-nomination  of  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins— Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  the  Federal  candidate  for  Governor 
—1813. 

The  annual  election  in  April,  1S10,  was  conducted 
with  much  warmth  and  activity.  The  remo- 
val of  the  Republicans  from  office  had  the  natural 
tendency  to  call  out  all  their  forces.     The  Federal- 
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ists  were  equally  determined  on  maintaining  the  as- 
cendancy which  they  had  acquired  after  so  many 
reverses  and  disappointments :  but  the  substitution  of 
the  Non-Intercourse  system  for  the  Embargo  law,  the 
refusal  of  Great  Britain  to  carry  Mr.  Erskine's  treaty 
into  effect,  and  the  influence  of  the  National  adminis- 
tration, were  insurmountable  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
their  success.  The  Republican  party  achieved  a 
complete  triumph  in  the  State.  Seventy-nine  thou- 
sand live  hundred  and  seventy-eight  votes  were  cast 
for  Governor.  Mr.  Tompkins  received  forty-three 
thousand  and  ninety-four,  and  Mr.  Piatt  thirty-six 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-four.  The  Repub- 
licans elected  their  candidates  for  the  Senate,  in  all 
the  Districts,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  House  of 
Assembly.  The  following  were  the  Senators  chosen 
at  this  election,  viz :  Ebenezer  White,  in  the  Southern 
District ;  James  W.  Wilkin,  and  Morgan  Lewis,  in 
the  Middle ;  Henry  Yates,  Jr.,  in  the  Eastern ;  and 
Nathan  Smith,  Reuben  Humphrey,  Henry  A.  Town- 
send,  and  Philetus  Swift,  in  the  Western. 

The  operations  of  the  Martling  Men  against  Dewitt 
Clinton,  during  the  summer  of  1810,  were  persever- 
ingly  continued.  Many  of  these  persons  were  in  the 
confidence  of  several  of  the  members  of  Mr.  Madison's 
administration,  and  were  secretly  aided  in  their  move- 
ments by  the  influence  of  the  General  Government. 
Mr.  Clinton  possessed,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  some 
of  the  most  important  attributes  which  go  to  make  up 
the  character  of  the  leader  of  a  political  party.  His 
unflinching  reliance  on  his  own  energies,  and  the 
proud  independence,  and  indomitable  spirit,  which  he 
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displayed  in  directing  the  efforts  of  his  friends,  who 
looked  up  to  him  as  their  guide,  and  who  trusted  in 
him  to  carry  them  safe  through  every  emergency,  and 
sustain  them  in  every  crisis,  must  command  our  ad- 
miration. But  the  great  defect  in  his  constitution, 
was  the  tendency  to  forget,  and  to  neglect,  the  means 
which  were  necessary  to  his  support.  He  was 
too  apt  to  imagine  that  he  could  mould  every  thing, 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  in  conformity  to  his  wish- 
es. He  disdained  to  rely  on  those  resources  which, 
more  than  all  others,  are  necessary  to  a  party  chief; 
and,  like  the  gallant  Harry  Percy,  he  fancied  he  was 
a  host  in  himself,  but  in  the  hour  of  his  need,  the 
spirits  whom  he  summoned  would  not  always  re- 
spond to  his  call.  The  efforts  of  the  Martling  Men, 
he  treated,  and  without  doubt  in  all  sincerity,  with 
undisguised  contempt ;  when  they  were  cautiously, 
but  successfully,  laying  their  plans  for  his  eventual 
prostration. 

Lieut.  Governor  Broome,  who  had  been  re-elected 
in  April  of  this  year,  died  in  the  month  of  August. 
He  was  an  estimable  man.  and  a  good  citizen,  and  his 
loss  was  regretted  by  a  large  number  of  personal 
friends  in  both  parties. 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  29th  day  of 
January,  1811.  Nathan  Sanford,  of  New- York,  was 
chosen  Speaker,  by  thirty-one  majority,  over  the  Fed- 
eral candidate.  Stephen  North,  of  Delaware  county, 
was  elected  Clerk.  On  the  30th  instant,  Benjamin 
Coe,  James  W.  Wilkin,  John  McLean,  and  Philetus 
Swift,  were  chosen  members  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment.    The  election  of  this  Council  was  follow- 
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cd  by  proceedings  similar  to  those  which  had  been  wit- 
nessed for  two  or  three  years  previous.  Removals  and 
restorations  were  the  order  of  the  day.  Mr.  Hildreth 
was  re-appointed  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Jenkins 
again  became  Secretary  of  State.  The  Mayoralty  of 
New- York  was  restored  to  Mr.  Clinton ;  and  Mr.  Yates 
was  re-appointed  Recorder  of  Albany.  Every  officer  in 
the  State,  of  any  consequence,  with  but  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, was  made  to  undergo  the  torture  of  the  offi- 
cial guillotine ;  and,  in  some  instances,  the  friends  of 
Gov.  Lewis  were  taught  to  feel,  from  their  own  expe- 
rience, that  they  were  as  insecure  in  their  places  as 
the  most  open  and  avowed  Federalists. 

The  impaired  health  of  Mr.  Sanford  compelled  him 
to  resign  the  office  of  Speaker,  on  the  14th  of  Febru- 
ary.    William  Ross  was  chosen  to  fill  his  place. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  Congress,  during  the  win- 
ter of  1811,  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  which  expired  that  year.  The 
proceedings  of  the  two  houses,  while  the  question  was 
pending,  excited  considerable  attention  ;  and  the 
speeches  on  both  sides,  which  were  remarkable  for 
the  display  of  a  high  order  of  talent,  were  read  with 
avidity.  The  bill  finally  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, but  was  rejected  in  the  Senate,  by  the 
casting  vote  of  George  Clinton,  the  Vice  President. 
This  act  brought  down  upon  that  gentleman  the 
severe  censure  of  a  number  of  Mr.  Madison's  friends, 
who  wielded  an  immense  influence  in  the  country, 
but  it  ultimately  proved  to  be  highly  popular  with  a 
large  majority  of  his  countrymen. 

Early  in  the  session  of  the  New-York  Legislature, 
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an  act  was  passed,  providing  for  the  election  of  a 
Lieut.  Governor  ;  and,  on  the  14th  of  March,  Dewitt 
Clinton  was  put  in  nomination  for  the  office,  at  a 
caucus  of  the  Republican  members.     This  selection 
was  made  with  great  unanimity.     The  office  itself 
was  merely  one  of  honor,  and  brought  with  it  no 
pecuniary  emoluments  ;   but  it  is  probable  that  Mr. 
Clinton  was  anxious  to  have  some  ostensible  reason 
for  being  at  Albany  during  the  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  taking  a  part  in  the  political  movements 
which   were   constantly    going   on   at    the   Capitol. 
Before  the  close  of  the  session,  the  Mechanics  and 
Farmers'  Bank,  of  Albany,  obtained  a  charter.     By 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  President, 
and  a  majority  of  the  Directors,  were  required  to  be 
mechanics.     These  provisions  were  repealed  in  1836. 
Solomon  Southwick,  who  was,  at  this  time,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  large  share  of  public  favor  and  pa- 
tronage, as  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Albany 
Register,  the  official  Democratic  journal  in  the  State, 
was  the  first  President  of  the  institution. 

Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  in 
New- York,  that  Mr.  Clinton  had  been  put  in  nomi- 
nation as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, a  meeting  was  called  in  Marking's  Long  Room, 
a  public  house  fronting  the  Park,  now  better  known 
by  the  name  of  Tammany  Hall.  Mangle  Minthorne 
presided  at  this  meeting,  and  John  Bingham  officiated 
as  Secretary.  After  adopting  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, setting  forth  their  reasons  for  believing  that 
Dewitt  Clinton  was  '■  determined  to  establish,  in  his 
person,  a  pernicious  family  aristocracy;  that  devotion 
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to  him  had  been,  in  a  great  measure,  made  the  ex- 
clusive test  of  merit,  and  the  only  passport  to  promo- 
tion" ;  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  election  of  Mr. 
Madison  to  the  Presidency,  and  could  no  longer  be 
considered  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  ;  Mari- 
nus  Willett,  an  active  Lewisite,  was  nominated  as 
the  Republican  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  promote  his  election,  consist- 
ing of  Teunis  Wortman,  a  warm  friend  of  Clinton  in 
the  contest  with  Burr,  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  John 
Ferguson,  and  Matthew  L.  Davis.  Col.  Willett  had 
been  an  officer  in  the  American  service,  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  possessed  considerable  influ- 
ence and  popularity.  It  was  confidently  asserted,  in 
the  course  of  this  struggle  between  the  opposing 
factions  in  the  Republican  ranks,  that  President  Mad- 
ison favored  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and,  as  if 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  allegation,  Nathan  Sanford, 
the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  in  New- 
York,  publicly  acted  with  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Willett. 
Soon  after  the  Martling  meeting,  the  Clintonians 
assembled  at  the  Union  Hotel,  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
proving the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton  ;  but  before 
they  had  proceeded  to  business,  the  Martling  Men 
rushed  in,  and  compelled  them  to  separate  in  con- 
fusion. The  Federalists  selected  Nicholas  Fish  as 
their  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor.  Previous  to  the 
election,  the  manner  of  nominating  the  Republican  can- 
didates for  Senators  was  changed.  Instead  of  allow- 
ing  the  members  of  Assembly  from  each  District  to 
make  the  selection,  District  Conventions  were  held, 
composed  of  delegates  from  the  different  counties. 
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But  little  animation  prevailed  at  the  election,  ex- 
cept in  the  city  of  New- York,  where  a  large  number 
of  Mr.  Clinton's  opponents  voted  for  the  Federal  can- 
didate. The  Federal  Assembly  ticket  also  succeeded 
in  that  city,  by  over  fourteen  hundred  majority  ;  Sam- 
uel Jones,  Jr.,  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  of  New- York,  and  Peter  W.  RadclifT,  were 
anions:  the  members  elect.  The  Senators  elected  this 
year  were,  Nathan  Sanford.  from  the  Southern  ;  Wil- 
liam Taber,  and  Erastus  Root,  from  the  Middle  ;  John 
Tayler,  Ruggles  Hubbard,  Elisha  Arnold,  and  Ketchel 
Bishop,  from  the  Eastern ;  and  Casper  M.  Rouse,  from 
the  Western  District  :  all  Republicans.  Notwith- 
standing there  were  two  candidates  arrayed  against 
him,  Mr.  Clinton  was  chosen  Lieut.  Governor,  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  breach  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  which  commenced  in  1806,  continued  gradu- 
ally to  widen,  down  to  the  year  1811.  when  it  began 
to  assume  a  far  more  serious  and  threatening  aspect. 
On  the  first  day  of  March,  Mr.  Pinckney,  the  Ameri- 
can Minister,  formally  took  leave  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent. After  this  termination  of  our  diplomatic  inter- 
course, it  was  generally  thought  that  a  rupture  with 
the  English  Government  was  inevitable.  The  Ameri- 
can harbors  were  filled  with  French  vessels,  which 
were  fitted  out  as  privateers,  and  did  considerable 
damage  to  the  English  shipping.  On  the  16th  of 
May,  the  frigate  President,  commanded  by  Commo- 
dore Rodgers,  was  attacked  by  the  British  sloop  of 
war,  Little  Belt,  whose  officers  vainly  imagined  they 
Avere  a  match  for  a  far  superior  force.     The  Little 


IN    NEW-YORK.  143 

Belt  lost  thirty-two  men,  killed  and  wounded,  in  the 
action,  and  was  then  magnanimously  permitted  to 
return  to  its  harbor.  The  intelligence  of  this  colli- 
sion inflamed  the  feelings,  and  aroused  the  patriotism, 
of  the  American  people,  to  the  highest  pitch.  The 
right  of  search  claimed  by  the  British  Government 
and  resisted  by  the  American,  affected  too  nearly  the 
national  honor,  to  be  yielded  without  a  struggle  ;  and 
an  accommodation  of  this,  and  other  questions  in  dis- 
pute, was  rendered  more  difficult,  on  account  of  the 
refusal  to  recall  the  objectionable  orders  in  Councilr 
which  was  insisted  upon  by  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States,  as  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  any 
definite  arrangement.  President  Madison  seems,  at 
first,  to  have  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  the  Non- 
Intercourse  system  would  eventually  bring  the  British 
Government  to  terms ;  and,  therefore,  did  not  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  decided  and  energetic  measures. 
This  alledged  dilatoriness  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive, was  severely  censured  by  many  of  his  warmest 
friends ;  and  upon  the  urgent  remonstrances  of  Mr. 
Clay,  and  others,  he  was  induced,  in  his  annual  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  to  call  their  attention  to  the  impera- 
tive necessity  of  increasing  the  army,  and  raising 
money,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests,  and 
defending  the  rights  of  the  nation. 

Among  others  who  complained  of  the  inefficiency 
of  Mr.  Madison,  was  Dewitt  Clinton,  who,  early  in 
the  summer  of  1811,  began  to  make  preparations  for 
taking  the  field  as  the  opposing  candidate,  at  the 
ensuing  Presidential  election.  In  the  then  excited 
state  of  public  feeling,  it  would  have  been  no  difficult 
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matter  to  persuade  a  large  number  of  the  most  ardent 
Democrats,  that  the  prudence  and  caution  of  the  Pres- 
ident, were  indubitable  evidences  of  mental  weakness 
and  cowardice;  but  when  it  was  discovered  that  Mr. 
Clinton  was  acting  in  concert  with  the  leaders  of  the 
Federal  party,  whom  he  had  so  bitterly  denounced 
on  a  former  occasion,  he  was  abandoned  by  nearly 
all  his  Republican  friends,  with  the  exception  of  his 
more  devoted  personal  adherents  in  this  State.  The 
New- York  Legislature  had  passed  an  act  during  the 
session  of  1811,  appointing  Governeur  Morris,  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  Dewitt  Clinton,  William  North,  Sim- 
eon Dewitt,  Thomas  Eddy,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Robert 
R.  Livingston,  and  Robert  Fulton,  Commissioners  to 
make  application  to  Congress,  or  to  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritory, or  to  private  individuals,  or  companies,  to  co- 
operate with  New-York,  or  to  furnish  means,  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  project  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion between  the  Hudson  river  and  the  Western  lakes. 
This  was  the  first,  step  taken  towards  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Canal  system  of  this  State,  and,  although 
far  from  being  a  party  measure  in  its  inception,  afford- 
ed an  opportunity  to  the  MartJing  Men,  especially 
after  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Morris  visited  Washington 
together  in  December,  shortly  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  of  Congress,  to  charge  the  former 
with  making  electioneering  journeys,  and  with  favor- 
ing the  canal  project,  rather  as  a  political  hobby  to 
ride  into  power,  than  as  a  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

Another  project,  originating  with  a  number  of  Fed- 
eralists, and  a  few  of  Mr.  Clinton's  friends,  attracted 
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considerable  attention  during  the  summer  of  1811. 
The  failure  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  obtain  a  re- 
charter,  having  thrown  a  large  amount  of  capital  out 
of  circulation,  a  plan  was  formed  to  establish  a  bank- 
ing institution  in  the  city  of  New- York,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  six  millions  of  dollars.  Inasmuch  as  a  majority 
of  the  Legislature  were  Republicans,  and  would,  of 
course,  be  jealous  of  any  attempt  to  charter  a  company 
possessing  so  much  power,  to  be  wielded  by  their  po- 
litical opponents,  David  Thomas,  a  Republican  mem- 
ber of  Congress  in  1798,  and  subsequently  Treasurer 
of  the  State,  and  Solomon  Southwick,  the  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Albany  Register,  were  selected  as  the 
confidential  agents  of  the  company,  to  operate  upon 
the  Democratic  members,  in  advance  of  the  approach- 
ing winter  session. 

The  Legislature  convened  on  the  28th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1812.  Alexander  Sheldon,  the  old  Republican 
Speaker,  from  Montgomery  county,  was  again  chosen, 
and  Samuel  North  was  elected  Clerk.  The  Governor, 
in  his  speech  to  the  two  houses,  called  their  attention 
to  the  anticipated  application  for  an  increase  of  the 
banking  capital  of  the  State,  and  expressed  his  seri- 
ous doubts,  whether  or  no  banks  had  not  already  been 
"  multiplied  to  an  alarming  extent ;"  but  no  allusion 
was  made  to  the  projected  internal  improvement 
scheme,  or  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners, 
under  the  law  passed  at  the  previous  session.  The 
Council  of  Appointment  chosen  this  year,  consisted  of 
William  W.  Gilbert,  Johannus  Bruyn,  Henry  Yates, 
Jr.,  and  Francis  A.  Bloodgood,  who  were  friendly  to 
Mr.  Clinton,  and  disposed  to  carry  out  his  wishes. 
10 
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Oil  the  Sth  day  of  February,  David  Thomas  was 
appointed  State  Treasurer,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Lan- 
sing, by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  that  day. 
This  appointment  was  regarded  as  a  secret  movement 
to  strengthen  the  bank  interest,  by  a  portion  of  the 
Democratic  members,  upwards  of  twenty  of  whom 
refused  to  vote  for  Mr.  Thomas. 

The  application  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank 
of  America,  was  made  at  an  early  day  in  the  session. 
Besides  other  inducements  held  out  to  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  petition,  a  bonus  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  offered  for  the  charter,  to  be  paid  and 
distributed  in  the  following  manner:  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  Common  School  fund ; 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Literature  fund  ; 
and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Treasury  of 
the  State,  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  provided  no  other 
bank  charter  should  be  granted  in  the  mean  time.  It 
Avas  also  proposed  to  loan  one  million  of  dollars  to  the 
State,  at  five  per  cent,  interest,  for  the  construction  of 
canals  ;  and  the  same  amount  to  farmers,  at  six  per 
cent.  These  proposals  were  printed  in  hand-bill 
form,  and  were  circulated  all  over  the  State.  Gov. 
Tompkins,  Judge  Spencer,  Judge  Tayler,  and  other 
prominent  Republicans,  came  out  openly  and  decidedly 
against  the  measure.  Dewitt  Clinton  also  announced 
his  objections  to  granting  the  charter,  but  at  the  same 
time  declared,  that  he  should  not  be  drawn  into  a 
quarrel  with  those  of  his  friends  who  chose  to  advo- 
cate it.  This  determination  led  to  an  estrangement 
between  himself  and  his  brother-in-law,  Judge  Spen- 
cer, who  was  charged  with  being  actuated  by  selfish 
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motives,  on  account  of  his  connection  with  the  State 
Bank,  and  the  Manhattan  Company,  which  ultimately 
led  to  the  most  bitter  personal  hostility.  Gen. 
Thomas,  Mr.  Southwick,  and  other  active  agents,  in 
the  attempt  to  procure  the  charter,  were  loud  in  their 
praises  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  avowed  their  preferences 
for  him  as  the  candidate  for  the  next  Presidency. 
Influences  of  this  character,  and  others  still  more  cor- 
rupt and  indefensible,  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
members.  The  whole  business  of  legislation  was  re- 
tarded, and  a  regular  system  of  bribery,  almost  with- 
out parallel  in  the  history  of  civilized  governments, 
was  established  and  carried  on,  until  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill  in  the  Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-eight  to 
thirty-nine.  The  attempts  of  the  agents  of  the 
company  to  obtain  votes  for  the  charter,  by  means  of 
the  most  shameless  bribery  and  corruption,  were  made 
known  before  the  bill  went  to  the  Senate,  and  a  motion 
was  made  in  that  body,  when  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  reject  it,  which  was  lost ;  thirteen  Senators 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  fifteen  in  the  negative. 
The  result  of  the  vote  in  committee,  and  the  fact 
that  Edward  P.  Livingston,  a  friend  of  the  bill,  occu- 
pied the  Chair,  and  had  not  voted,  rendered  it  certain 
that  the  charter  would  be  granted,  if  means  were  not' 
taken  to  prevent  it.  Accordingly,  Gov.  Tompkins, 
on  the  27th  day  of  March,  sent  a  message  to  the  Leg- 
islature, proroguing  it  until  the  21st  of  May.  Imme- 
diately upon  the  reception  of  the  message,  a  scene  of 
violence  and  confusion  ensued,  which,  at  one  time, 
promised  to  beget  anarchy  and  violence.  The  Gov- 
ernor, who  had  only  exercised  the  power  vested  in 
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him  by  the  Constitution  of  1777,  was  denounced  in 
unmeasured  terms,  as  a  tyrant  and  usurper.  All  the 
prejudices  that  could  possibly  be  arrayed  against  him, 
were  seized  upon  with  avidity,  and  it  was  earnestly 
asserted,  on  the  part  of  the  bank  men,  that  Mr. 
Tompkins  was  looking  forward  to  his  own  elevation 
to  the  Presidency,  at  some  future  time ;  and  that  his 
only  object  in  proroguing  the  Legislature,  was  to 
prevent  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton  by  a  Legisla- 
tive caucus,  in  anticipation  of  the  selection  of  Mr. 
Madison  by  the  Democratic  members  of  Congress. 
This  charge  was  wholly  unsupported  by  proof,  and 
the  prorogation  certainly  could  not  have  produced 
any  such  effect,  as  a  caucus  might  have  been  held 
just  as  well  after  it,  as  at  any  other  time,  if 
the  bank  men,  who  professed  to  be  friendly  to  Mr. 
Clinton,  had  not  expressly  refused  to  attend,  as  was 
the  case.  The  reason  assigned  by  the  Governor  for 
the  prorogation,  was,  that  sufficient  proof  had  been 
made  to  him,  that  the  applicants  for  the  charter  had 
corrupted,  or  attempted  to  corrupt,  the  members  of 
the  Legislature ;  and,  in  this  view  of  the  case,  the 
exercise  of  this  extraordinary  power  was  justifiable. 
That  the  proof  to  which  the  Governor  alluded  was 
of  the  most  convincing  character,  is  pretty  evident, 
from  the  fact,  that  John  Martin,  one  of  the  agents  of 
the  bank,  was  afterwards  convicted  of  attempting  to 
bribe  certain  of  the  members,  and  sentenced  to  the 
State  prison.  Gen.  Thomas  was  indicted  for  an  at- 
tempt to  bribe  Casper  M.  Rouse,  a  Senator  from  the 
ounty  of  Chenango,  and,  on  the  trial,  it  appeared  that 
in  the  fall  of  1811,  he  had  distinctly  made  the  offer 
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to  Mr.  Rouse,  to  take  ten  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  con- 
templated bank  ;  and  upon  the  refusal  of  the  latter  to 
accept  the  offer,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a 
friend  to  banks,  and  had  no  money  to  invest  in  them, 
Mr.  Thomas  pledged  himself  that  Rouse  should  real- 
ize one  thousand  dollars  profit  on  the  stock.     It  like- 
wise appeared,  that  sometime  in  March,  1812,  when 
it  was  feared  that  there  would  be  an  investigation  of 
the  corrupt  means  used  by  the  friends  of  the  bank, 
Mr.  Thomas  went  so  far  as  to  assure  Rouse,  that  he 
should  have  the  one  thousand  dollars,  at  the  same 
time  requesting  him  not  to  divulge  what  had  trans- 
pired between  them.    It  was  successfully  urged,  on  the 
part  of  the  defense,  that  Rouse's  conduct  was  wholly 
inconsistent  with  the  testimony  against  Thomas,  as 
he  had  supported  the  latter  for  State  Treasurer,  in 
February,  1812.     The  prejudice  excited  in  this  man- 
ner against  Rouse,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  well 
meaning  man,  though  not  very  cautious  or  shrewd, 
operated  so  far  with  the  jury  as  to  secure  the  acquittal  of 
Thomas,  who  afterwards  denied  the  facts  stated  by 
Rouse,  in  an  extrajudicial  affidavit.    Solomon  South- 
wick  was  also  indicted  and  tried,  in  Montgomery 
county,  for  an  attempt  to  bribe  Doct.  Sheldon,  the 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly.     The  testimony  against 
Mr.  Southwick  was  positive,  and  almost  conclusive, 
but  the  jury  were  beset  with   the  same  argument 
which  produced  such  an  influence  in  the  case  of  Gen. 
Thomas,  viz:  that  Doct.  Sheldon  had  voted  for  South- 
wick as  a  Regent  of  the  University,  long  after  the 
attempt  to  bribe,  charged  in  the  indictment ;  and.  con- 
sequently, they  found  the  defendant  not  guilty. 
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Before  the  members  left  Albany,  after  the  proroga- 
tion, an  address  to  their  constituents  was  adopted,  and 
signed  by  thirty-nine  Republicans,  approving  of  the 
measure.  Twenty-eight  members,  belonging  to  the 
same  party,  published  a  formal  protest  against  the 
course  of  the  Governor.  The  Albany  Register  im- 
mediately took  ground  against  Gov.  Tompkins,  Judge 
Spencer,  Judge  Tayler,  Mr.  Jenkins,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  their  friends,  all  of  whom  it  attacked  with 
great  severity.  Judge  Spencer,  and  his  friends,  soon 
after  established  a  paper,  under  the  name  of  "  The 
Albany  Republican,"  to  defend  themselves  against 
the  charges  made  in  the  Register,  which  was  kept  in 
existence  a  few  months,  but  discontinued  during  the 
following  summer. 

The  April  election  found  the  Republican  party 
completely  divided  :  and  the  Federalists  were  en- 
abled, without  much  exertion,  to  secure  a  small  ma- 
jority  in  the  Assembly.  The  Republicans  still  pre- 
served a  majority  on  joint  ballot.  Two  Republican 
tickets  were  supported  in  the  Southern  and  Eastern 
Senatorial  Districts.  In  the  Southern  District,  the 
Clintonian  candidates  received  nearly  double  the 
number  of  votes  cast  for  the  Martling  ticket.  Peter 
W.  Radcliff,  and  Elbert  H.  Jones,  elected  to  the  Sen- 
ate from  the  Southern  District,  and  Gerrit  Wendell, 
from  the  Eastern  District,  were  Federalists.  Martin 
Van  Buren,  chosen  in  the  Middle  District,  and  Francis 
A.  Bloodgood,  Archibald  S.  Clarke,  Russel  At  water, 
and  Henry  Hager,  in  the  Western  District,  were  Re- 
publicans. 

George  Clinton,  the  Vice  President  of  the  United 
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States,  died  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  Few  men  ever  possessed, 
in  a  greater  degree,  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a 
political  party.  For  a  series  of  years,  he  had  been 
recognized  as  the  leader  of  the  New-York  Republi- 
cans. Their  suffrages,  and  influence,  had  elevated 
him  to  various  places  of  trust  and  honor,  and  his  death 
elicited  a  general  and  sincere  expression  of  regret. 

Prior  to  the  re-assembling  of  the  Legislature,  an 
attempt  was  made  by  John  C.  Spencer,  Eli  Hill,  and 
others,  to  procure  the  appointment  of  two  additional 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  the  purpose  of 
arresting,  and  preventing,  the  passage  of  the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  America.  Judges  Lansing, 
Kent,  Thompson,  and  Van  Ness,  who  constituted  a 
majority  of  the  Council  of  Revision,  were  understood 
to  be  friendly  to  the  charter;  while  the  Governor,  and 
Judges  Spencer  and  Yates,  were  opposed.  The  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment  had  the  power  to  create  as  many 
additional  Judges  as  they  thought  proper ;  but  they 
wisely  refrained  from  committing  one  wrong,  with  a 
view  of  preventing  another,  even  though  of  a  much 
graver  character. 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  21st  of  May, 
and  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
incorporating  the  Bank.  Erastus  Root,  of  Delaware 
county,  vehemently  opposed  its  passage,  and  de- 
nounced the  conduct  of  the  friends  of  the  bank  in  the 
strongest  terms.  The  other  side  of  the  question  was 
principally  maintained  by  Morgan  Lewis,  the  late  Gov- 
ernor.   The  hill  finally  passed,  by  the  following  vote  : 

Ayes — Arnold,  Bishop,  Haight,  I  Tall, Hopkins,  Hum- 
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phries,  Lewis,  Livingston.  Martin,  Parris,  Phelps, 
Piatt,  Rich,  Smally,  Smith,  Stearns,  and  Taber — sev- 
enteen. Nays — Bloodgood,  Carl,  Coe,  Gilbert,  Hub- 
bard, Root,  Rouse,  Sanford,  Tayler,  Tovvnsend,  White, 
Wilkin,  and  Yates — thirteen. 

The  Federal  members  of  both  houses  supported  the 
bill,  with  a  single  exception — Mr.  Lorrillard,  of  New- 
York.  An  investigation  of  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  application  for  the  charter,  was  had  in  the  As- 
sembly, before  the  final  adjournment,  and,  from  the  af- 
fidavits of  Silas  Holmes,  Nathaniel  Cobb,  Bennet  Bick- 
nell,  A.  C.  Comstock,  and  Isaac  Ogden,  all  members  of 
that  body,  it  appears  that  the  charge  made  against  the 
friends  and  agents  of  the  bank,  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, was  established,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  every 
candid  and  impartial  man. 

On  the  28th  day  of  May,  a  caucus  of  the  Republi- 
can members  was  held,  at  which  Dewitt  Clinton  was 
nominated,  as  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  this  State  for  the  Presidency.  Gov.  Lewis,  Na- 
than Sanford,  and  others,  did  not  attend  the  caucus  ; 
and  the  Martling  Men  were  subsequently  very  active 
in  their  opposition.  Judge  Spencer,  and  Judge  Tay- 
ler, at  first  declined  taking  any  part  in  the  matter,  but 
afterwards  acquiesced  in  the  nomination.  Gen.  Root 
made  an  able  and  eloquent  speech  against  the  nomi- 
nation, at  a  preliminary  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  He  expressed  his  sincere  admiration  of  the 
character  and  abilities  of  Clinton,  but  he  argued  with 
great  earnestness,  that  that  gentleman  could  not  suc- 
ceed as  the  Republican  candidate ;  and  that  as  the. 
Federal  candidate,  he  ought  not  to  be  supported. 
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The  Legislature  adjourned  on  the  20th  day  of  June, 
and  on  the  same  day  an  act  was  passed  in  Congress, 
declaring  war  against  Great  Britain.  The  vote  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  stood  seventy-nine  to 
forty-nine.  Most  of  the  Democratic  members  from 
this  State  voted  against  the  measure,  on  the  ground, 
as  they  alledged,  that  the  country  was  not  prepared 
for  a  war,  and  that  extensive  preparations  were  neces- 
sary, before  a  belligerent  attitude  could,  with  any 
propriety,  be  assumed.  Mr.  German,  one  of  the  New- 
York  Senators  in  Congress,  and  a  warm  and  decided 
friend  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  opposed  the  war  in  a  speech, 
and  voted  against  the  bill.  It  was  said  that  he 
represented  the  views  and  feelings  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
and  the  charge  was  made  against  the  latter,  though 
upon  conjecture  solely,  that  he  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  act  at  this  time,  through  fear  that  it  would 
have  the  tendency  to  increase  Mr.  Madison's  strength, 
and  be  certain  to  defeat  his  own  election.  A  large 
majority  of  the  Republicans  in  the  other  States  in  the 
Union,  warmly  approved  of  the  declaration  ;  and  it 
eventually  proved  to  be  highly  popular  with  the  party. 

In  the  month  of  August,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett, 
the  eloquent  Irish  advocate,  was  appointed  Attorney 
General  of  the  State,  in  the  place  of  Matthias  B.  Hil- 
dreth,  deceased. 

An  attempt  was  made,  in  September,  to  induce  Mr. 
Clinton  to  withdraw  from  the  Presidential  canvass. 
An  interview  was  had  between  Gen.  King,  a  Repub- 
lican from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  of  considerable 
influence,  and  Judge  Spencer  and  Judge  Tayler,  for 
the  purpose  of  accomplishing  this  object;  and  a  letter 
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was  written  by  the  two  latter  gentlemen,  to  Richard 
Riker,  of  New-York,  an  active  and  leading  member 
of  the  Clintonian  Committee,  in  which  they  recom- 
mended the  immediate  adoption  of  this  course.     Mr. 
Riker  replied  to  the  letter,  on  the  7th  day  of  October, 
affirming  that  the  people  had  made  Mr.  Clinton  a  can- 
didate, and  that  his  name  could  not  be  withdrawn. 
This  correspondence  was  published,  and  occasioned 
no  little  excitement  in  the  political  circles  of  the  State. 
The  Legislature  convened  on  the  2d  day  of  Novem- 
ber, for  the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President.     Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  a  Federal  mem- 
ber from  Columbia  county,  was  elected  Speaker,  by 
thirteen  majority,  over  William  Ross,  the  Republican 
candidate.     James  Van  Ingen  was  chosen  Clerk.     It 
was  soon  discovered,  that  some  twenty  of  the  Repub- 
lican members  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  Gen.  Root,  would  not  consent,  in  any  event,  to  vote 
for  Clintonian  Electors.      Through  the  tact  and  ad- 
dress of  Martin  Van  Buren,  who  appeared  in  public 
life  for  the  first  time  at  this  session,  and  supported 
Mr.  Clinton  as  the  regular  Republican  candidate  in 
this  State,  a  Clintonian  ticket  was  selected,  and  after- 
wards nominated  in  the  Senate.     The  Assembly  made 
choice  of  Federal  Electors.     On  a  joint  ballot  of  the 
two  houses,  the  Clintonian  ticket  received  seventy- 
four  votes,  the   Federal  forty-five,  and   there  were 
twenty-eight  blank  votes.     Gen.  Root,  and  the  other 
friends  of  Mr.  Madison,  cast  the  blank  tickets  ;  and  a 
portion  of  the  Federalists  voted  for  the  Clintonian 
Electors,  in  order  to  secure  their  nomination. 

A  new  apportionment  of  the  members  of  Congress 
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was  made  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature, 
under  the  census  taken  in  1810.  The  Congressional 
election  was  therefore  postponed  until  December, 
when  the  Federalists  succeeded  in  electing  twenty  of 
the  thirty  members  chosen  from  this  State.  Egbert 
Benson,  then  far  advanced  in  life,  was  one  of  the 
number.  The  result  of  this  election  elevated  the 
hopes  of  the  Federalists,  and  was  a  source  of  deep 
mortification  to  their  opponents. 

Among  the  numerous  combinations  and  factions 
that  were  arrayed  against  Mr.  Clinton,  in  the  con- 
test of  1812,  was  the  Tammany  Society,  or  Columbi- 
an Order,  in  the  city  of  New- York.  This  institution 
was  founded  by  William  Mooney,  an  upholsterer,  du- 
ring the  administration  of  Washington,  in  opposition 
to  the  Cincinnati  Society,  which  was  said  to  be  aris- 
tocratical  in  its  tendency.  It  derives  its  name  from 
the  Indian  Chief  Tammany,  u  whose  attachment  to 
liberty  was  greater  than  his  love  of  life."  Its  pre- 
siding officer  is  a  Grand  Sachem,  who,  with  thirteen 
other  Sachems,  form  a  Grand  Council,  by  whom  the 
operations  of  the  Society  are  conducted.  In  the  regu- 
lations of  the  Order,  the  year  is  divided  into  seasons, 
viz  :  the  season  of  snow,  the  season  of  blossoms,  and 
the  season  of  fruits.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  for- 
mation of  this  institution  was,  to  counteract  the  cen- 
tralizing tendencies  of  the  Federal  system,  and  every 
member  was  required,  at  his  initiation,  to  repeat  and 
subscribe  an  asseveration,  that  he  would  "  sustain  the 
State  institutions,  and  resist  a  consolidation  of  power 
in  the  General  Government."  Most  persons  of  influ- 
ence andstanding  in  New-York,werc,  at  first, members 
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of  the  Society ;  and,  as  it  was  not  connected  with  party 
politics,  its  anniversary,  which  was  held  on  the  12th 
of  May,  was  regarded  as  a  holyday.  The  opposition 
of  President  Washington  to  "self-created  societies," 
afterwards  induced  a  large  proportion  of  its  members 
to  abandon  it,  and  it  then  began  to  assume  a  party 
character,  and  took  ground  in  favor  of  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son. The  institution  gradually  increased  in  numbers, 
and  in  1812,  its  members,  many  of  whom  were  the 
leaders  of  the  Martling  Men,  made  a  powerful  rally 
in  support  of  Mr.  Madison. 

Upon  the  final  canvass  at  Washington,  it  appeared 
that  James  Madison  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  the  regular 
Democratic  candidates  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, had  each  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
votes  ;  and  that  Dewitt  Clinton  had  received  eighty- 
nine  votes  for  President,  and  Jared  Ingersoll  fifty-seven 
for  Vice  President.  The  votes  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New- York, 
New- Jersey,  Delaware,  and  five  of  those  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  were  given  to  Mr.  Clinton. 

The  Tammany,  or  Martling  party,  held  a  meeting 
in  New- York,  in  January,  1813,  prior  to  the  session 
of  the  Legislature,  in  order  to  prevent  the  re-nomina- 
tion of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Lieut.  Governor.  Jona- 
than Thompson  was  Chairman  of  the  meeting,  and 
John  L.  Broome,  Secretary.  A  resolution  was  adopted, 
recommending  a  State  Convention  to  be  held,  for  the 
nomination  of  Republican  candidates  for  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor.  A  new  paper,  called  the 
National  Advocate,  was  established  in  New- York,  at 
the  same  time,  which  was  known  as  the  organ  of  the 
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Tammany  party.  It  was  edited  by  Henry  Wheaton, 
of  Rhode  Island,  afterwards  a  distinguished  lawyer 
in  this  State,  and,  at  present,  the  American  Minister  to 
the  Prussian  Government. 

The  winter  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced 
on  the  12th  day  of  January ;  and  on  the  same  day, 
Peter  W.  Radcliff,  James  W.  Wilkin,  John  Stearns, 
and  Jonas  Piatt,  were  elected  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment.  Gen.  Wilkin,  the  only  Republi- 
can in  the  Council,  was  selected  for  the  reason,  that 
his  District  was  represented  entirely  by  Democrats. 
On  the  14th  of  January,  the  old  Republican  Council 
held  their  last  meeting,  at  which  Gideon  Hawley  was 
appointed  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  passed  by  the  preceding  Legisla- 
ture. The  election  of  a  United  States  Senator,  in 
the  place  of  Gen.  Smith,  took  place  in  the  early  part 
of  the  session.  Rufus  King  was  nominated  by  the 
Federalists  in  the  Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-five  to 
forty-four.  James  W.  Wilkin  was  nominated  by  the 
Senate.  Upon  the  joint  ballot  which  ensued,  Mr. 
King,  contrary  to  public  expectation,  was  chosen,  by 
seven  majority.  The  vote  stood,  for  King  sixty-eight, 
for  Wilkin  sixty-one,  and  there  were  three  blanks. 
The  Tammany  party  asserted,  that  this  vote  was  the 
consideration,  given  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton,  for 
the  Federal  support  he  received  at  the  Presidential 
election.  Mr.  Wilkin  himself,  did  not  attribute  his 
defeat  to  this  cause  ;  and,  in  1817,  he  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  then  a  member  of  Congress 
from  Otsego  county,  in  which  he  declared  his  utter 
disbelief  in  the  report,  which  was  put  in  circulation  in 
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order  to  defeat  Mr.  Clinton,  who  was  at  that  time  the 
Republican  candidate  for  Governor.  The  supporters 
of  Mr.  Clinton  declared,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it 
was  the  result  of  the  combination  between  Thomas, 
Southwick,  and  others,  to  obtain  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  America,  in  1S12,  and  that  the  Federalists 
had  voted  for  the  act  of  incorporation,  with  the  express 
understanding  that  they  should  have  the  next  Senator. 
The  latter  charge  was  probably  not  far  from  the  truth, 
although  it  was  never  suspected  that  Mr.  King  was  a 
party  to  the  transaction. 

Robert  R.  Livingston,  late  Chancellor  of  the  State, 
died  on  the  28th  day  of  January,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year 
of  his  age.  By  his  death,  and  the  removal  of  Edward 
Livingston  from  the  State,  and  the  appointment  of 
Brockholst  Livingston  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  the  family  lost  most  of 
their  influence  in  New- York. 

The  new  Council  met  on  the  8th  day  of  Febru- 
ary ;  and  it  immediately  became  evident,  that  the  Fed- 
eral members  were  divided  in  their  views.  Mr.  Piatt 
moved  the  re-appointment  of  Dewitt  Clinton  as  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  New- York.  This  motion  was  strenu- 
ously resisted  by  Mr.  RadclirT,  whose  brother  had  for- 
merlv  been  removed  to  make  room  for  Mr.  Clinton, 
on  the  ground  that  he  wished  to  have  the  office  bestow- 
ed upon  some  person  belonging  to  the  Federal  party. 
The  object  of  Gen.  Piatt,  who  was  one  of  the  most 
influential,  and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  most 
cautious  and  sagacious  leaders  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Federalists,  must  have  been,  to  prevent  Mr.  Clinton, 
whom  he  had  recently  supported  for  the  Presidency. 


f 

IN    NEW-YORK.  159 

from  supposing  that  his  Federal  friends  were  anxious 
to  dissolve  their  partial  connection  with  him,  when  is 
was  already  understood  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
re-election  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  that  his  influence 
might  be  of  great  service  to  them  at  the  approaching 
election.  On  the  13th  of  February,  Mr.  Emmett  was 
removed  from  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  and 
Abraham  Van  Vechten  appointed  in  his  place.  Sev- 
eral of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  were  removed  from 
lucrative  offices  in  the  city  of  New-York  ;  but,  in  some 
instances,  Federalists  were  selected  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies, who  were  friendly  to  Mr.  Clinton,  and  had  favored 
his  re-appointment.  Among  others  of  this  class,  Josiah 
O.  Hoffman  was  made  Recorder  of  the  city.  Before 
the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  Council 
had  removed  most  of  the  Republican  office-holders  in 
the  State,  and  appointed  Federalists  in  their  stead. 

The  Bank  of  America  made  application  at  this 
session,  to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  the  bonus 
to  the  State,  and  for  a  reduction  of  their  capital.  The 
application  at  once  encountered  the  determined  oppo- 
sition of  those  who  were  formerly  hostile  to  the  bank, 
and  it  was  alledged  that  corrupt  means  were  again 
employed,  by  the  friends  of  the  institution,  to  accom- 
plish the  object  they  had  in  view.  This  allegation 
was  not  supported  by  proof,  and  the  Legislature  passed 
a  bill,  reducing  the  capital,  and  changing  the  amount 
of  the  bonus  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  Common  School  fund. 

Charles  Z.  Piatt,  a  Federalist,  was  appointed  Treas- 
urer of  the  State,  in  the  place  of  Gen.  Thomas,  on  the 
10th  day  of  February. 
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An  effort  was  made,  during  the  winter,  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  resolution  authorizing  a  loan  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  National  Government, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it  to  carry  on  the  war. 
The  banks  in  the  Eastern  States,  which  were  almost 
entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Federalists,  absolute- 
ly refused  to  lend  money  to  the  General  Administra- 
tion, and  to  recognize  the  treasury  notes  issued  to 
the  public  creditor,  as  currency.  The  State  banks, 
south  and  west  of  New-England,  made  liberal  ad- 
vances to  the  Government,  but  were  finally  com- 
pelled to  suspend  specie  payments,  when  their  paper 
began  rapidly  to  depreciate.  The  proposition  intro- 
duced into  the  New- York  Legislature,  was  advocated 
in  the  Senate,  with  great  ability,  by  Gov.  Lewis, 
Gen.  Root,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  subsequently, 
passed  that  body.  In  the  Assembly,  the  resolution 
was  warmly  and  successfully  opposed  by  Mr.  Van 
Vechten,  the  Attorney  General,  Elisha  "Williams,  an 
able  lawyer  from  Columbia  county,  and  Daniel  Cady, 
of  Montgomery.  The  Federal  speakers  availed  them- 
selves of  the  reverses  which  the  Americans  had  sus- 
tained during  the  campaign  in  Canada,  in  the  fall  of 
1812,  to  support  the  charge  preferred  against  Mr. 
Madison,  and  his  Republican  friends,  of  recklessness 
in  involving  the  country  in  a  war,  while  in  such  an 
unprepared  condition.  The  principal  delegates  on  the 
Democratic  side,  in  the  Assembly,  were  John  W. 
Taylor,  of  Saratoga,  and  "William  Ross,  of  Orange 
county. 

The  Republican  caucus,  for  the  selection  of  candi- 
dates for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor,  was  held  on 
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the  4th  of  February.  Mr.  Tompkins  was  re-nomi- 
nated, without  a  dissenting  voice.  A  portion  of  the 
members  were  desirous  of  continuing  Mr.  Clinton  in 
the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor.  Judge  Spencer, 
Elisha  Jenkins,  and  others,  were  decided  in  their  op- 
position to  his  nomination  ;  and  Gov.  Tompkins  and 
Mr.  Van  Buren  probably  concurred  with  them  in 
opinion,  although  they  took  no  active  part,  either  one 
way  or  the  other.  The  final  vote  in  the  caucus  stood, 
sixteen  for  Mr.  Clinton,  and  thirty-two  for  John  Tay- 
ler,  who  was  declared  nominated.  The  address 
adopted  by  the  meeting,  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  contained  an  able  exposition'  of  the  diffi- 
culties between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
and  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  electors  of  the  country 
to  support  the  National  and  State  administrations  in 
this  critical  emergency. 

The  Federal  caucus  was  held  on  the  11th  day  of 
February,  and  was  numerously  attended.  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  for 
Governor,  and  George  Huntington,  of  Oneida  county, 
for  Lieutenant  Governor. 


II 
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CHAT  TEE  VIII. 


1313 — Opposition  of  Dewitt  Clinton  and  his  friends,  to  President 
Madison  and  Gov.  Tompkins — Re-election  of  Tompkins — Fede- 
ral majority  in  the  Assembly — The  Albany  Argus — Jesse  Buel — 
Popularity  of  Gov.  Tompkins — Movements  in  anticipation  of  the 
Presidential  Election — Judge  Spencer's  influence  with  Madison — 
Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1S14 — David  B.  Ogden — Samuel 
Jones,  Jr. — Charles  King — John  Savage — Samuel  Young — Aaron 
Hack  ley — William  C.  Bouck — The  Governor's  Speech — Loan  to 
the  citizens  of  Buffalo — .lodge  Kent  appointed  Chancellor,  and 
Smith  Thompson  Chief  Justice — Course  of  the  Federalists  in  the 
Legislature,  in  relation  to  the  war — Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  State,  and  Jonas  Piatt,  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court — Answers  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  to  the  Governor's 
speech — Appropriations  to  Union  College, and  other  institutions — 
Improvement  of  the  Common  Schools — April  Election — Burning 
of  the  Public  Buildings  at  Washington — Efforts  of  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins and  Dewitt  Clinton  to  aid  the  National  Government — Extra 
session  of  the  Legislature — Laws  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  militia, 
and  to  encourage  privateering — Classification  Law — Defense  of 
New-York — Opposition  of  the  Federalists  to  war  measures — 
The  Hartford  Convention — The  New-York  Federalists — Legisla- 
ture of  1815 — Mr.  Van  Buren  appointed  Attorney  General — Jeal- 
ousy between  Judge  Spencer  and  Mr.  Van  Buren — Nathan  San- 
ford  elected  United  States  Senator — Treaty  of  Peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States — Gulian  C.  Verplanck — Hugh. 
Maxwell — Prospects  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  his  removal  from  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  New- York — April  Election — Jealousy  between 
the  Virginia  and  New-York  Republicans — Contest  for  the  Presi- 
dency— Legislature  of  1816 — Contested  seat  between  Peter  Allen 
and  Henry  Fellows — The  Erie  Canal — Nomination  of  Rufus  King 
and  George  Tibbits,  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor,  by 
the  Federalists — Re-nomination  and  re-election  of  Tompkins  and 
Tayler — April  Election — Reconciliation  of  Judge  Spencer  and 
Dewitt  Clinton — James  Monroe  elected  President,  and  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President — Legislature  of  1S17 — Abolition  of 
Slavery  in  this  State — Resignation  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  nom- 
ination of  Dewitt  Clinton  by  the  Republicans — Peter  B.  Porter 
supported  by  the  Tammany  party  in  New- York — 1S17. 

The  Federalists  had  confidently  counted  on  their 
success  at  the  April  election,  in  1813,  ever  since  the 
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result  of  the  Congressional  canvass  in  December. 
They  were  considerably  emboldened  in  their  expec- 
tations, when  the  proceedings  of  the  Republican  cau- 
cus were  followed  by  an  address,  signed  by  Philip 
Van  Cortland,  Obadiah  German,  and  thirty-nine  other 
friends  of  Mr.  Clinton,  attacking  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Madison,  and  charging  Gov.  Tompkins  and 
Judge  Tayler  with  being  the  mere  tools  of  the  Na- 
tional Executive.  This  address  was  written  with 
great  power,  and  was  generally  ascribed  to  Mr.  Clin- 
ton. It  is  sufficient  to  say  of  it,  that  its  appearance 
was  not  followed  by  any  increased  manifestation  of 
public  confidence  in  the  writer. 

The  election  was  conducted  with  spirit  and  anima- 
tion, and  terminated,  contrary  to  the  general  expec- 
tation, in  the  defeat  of  the  Federal  party,  and  the  re- 
election of  Gov.  Tompkins,  who  was  now  regarded 
as  almost  invincible.  There  were  eighty-three  thou- 
sand and  forty-two  votes  cast  for  Governor :  Mr. 
Tompkins  received  forty-three  thousand,  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four,  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  thirty- 
nine  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  eighteen.  The 
Republicans  also  succeeded  in  three  of  the  four  Sen- 
atorial Districts;  but  the  Federalists  maintained  their 
ascendancy  in  the  Assembly,  in  consequence  of  the 
election  of  the  Federal  candidates  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  by  a  small  majority.  Jonathan  Dayton  was 
elected  a  Senator  from  the  Southern  District ;  Lucas 
Elmendorff  and  Samuel  C.  Ver  Bryck,  wer<>  chosen 
in  the  Middle  District  ;  James  Cochran  and  Samuel 
Stewart,  in  the  Eastern;  and  Farrand  Stranahan, 
Henry  Bloom,  and  Perley  G.  Keyes,  in  the  Western 
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District.     Messrs.    Cochran   and  Stewart,  were  the 
only  Federalists  elected. 

In  the  summer  of  1813,  the  Albany  Argus  was 
established  by  the  friends  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  who 
had  been  opposed  by  the  Register,  with  much  bitter- 
ness, during  the  contest  in  April.  The  Argus  was 
originally  placed  under  the  charge  of  Jesse  Buel. 

The  election  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  in  despite  of  the 
unfavorable  circumstances  by  which  he  was  surround- 
ed, increased  his  popularity  and  influence,  not  only 
in  this  State,  but  also  in  the  nation  at  large.  The 
Republican  party  in  the  Union,  regarded  'the  Farmer's 
Boy,'  which  was  the  soubriquet  generally  applied  to 
him  by  his  party  friends,  as  the  savior  of  the  country. 
The  continued  adherence  of  the  great  State  of  New- 
York  to  the  National  administration,  was  a  matter  of 
deep  concern,  and  it  was  exceedingly  natural,  that 
Mr.  Madison  and  his  friends  should  have  hailed  the 
result  in  this  State  as  their  deliverance  from  a  dis- 
graceful peace,  and  the  complete  prostration  of  the 
party.  The  success  of  Gov.  Tompkins  was  attributed, 
and,  in  a  great  degree,  with  perfect  justice,  to  his  own 
personal  popularity.  Few  men  were  his  equals  in 
the  possession  of  that  skill  in  the  management  of  a 
party,  which  is  so  essential  to  its  leader.  He  was 
affable  and  courteous,  in  his  manners;  he  always 
had  a  kind  word  for  every  one ;  and  never  forgot  the 
name  or  face  of  a  person  with  whom  he  conversed. 
United  to  these  qualities,  he  possessed  more  than  an 
average  share  of  talent,  and  was  extremely  cautious 
and  deliberate  in  what  he  said  and  did.  Although 
neither  he  or  his  friends  took  any  very  decided  steps, 
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it  was  evident  that  he  had  fixed  his  eye  upon  the 
Presidency,  soon  after  the  April  election.  The  defeat 
of  Mr.  Clinton,  in  1812,  and  the  refusal  of  the  Repub- 
lican caucus  to  re-nominate  him  as  their  candidate 
for  Lieutenant  Governor,  rendered  his  prospects  so 
hopeless,  that  he  was  no  longer  to  be  feared  as  a  rival. 
Judge  Spencer  had  openly7  announced  his  determina- 
tion to  support  John  Armstrong,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Madison.  He  had  also 
persuaded  the  President  to  remove  Mr.  Curtenius  from 
the  office  of  Marshal  of  New-York,  and  to  appoint 
Gen.  Smith  to  fill  the  vacancy;  and,  upon  his  solicita- 
tion, also,  Mr.  HafT  was  appointed  Surveyor  of  the  port, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Schenck,  removed.  These  changes 
were  made  for  the  reason,  that  the  old  incumbents 
were  friendly  to  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
Judge  Spencer  designed,  in  this  way,  to  increase  his 
own  influence,  and  thus  promote  the  nomination  of 
Gen.  Armstrong.  Gov.  Tompkins,  doubtless,  sus- 
pected the  motives  which  dictated  these  movements, 
and  as  it  was  hardly  to  have  been  expected  that  he 
would  be  content  to  overlook  his  own  claims,  he  did 
not,  by  any  means,  lament  the  increase  of  the  unkind 
feelings  which  be^an  to  be  manifested  toward  Mr. 
Spencer,  by  many  of  the  most  influential  Republi- 
cans, and  which  eventually  destroyed  his  usefulness 
and  popularity  with  the  party. 

The  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on  the 
25th  day  of  January,  1814.  James  Emott,  of  Dutch- 
ess county,  the  Federal  candidate  for  Speaker,  was 
elected,  by  ten  majority,  over  ^!r.  Ross,  the  Republi- 
can candidate.    The  leading  Federal  members  of  the 
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House  at  this  session,  were  David  B.  Ogden,  Samuel 
Jones,  Jr.,  Charles  King,  and  Jacob  R.  Yan  Rensselaer; 
those  on  the  Republican  side,  were  John  Savage,  the 
late  Chief  Justice,  Samuel  Young,  Aaron  Hackley, 
and  William  C.  Bouck,  afterwards  Governor  of  the 
State. 

The   speech   of  Gov.  Tompkins  was  principally 
occupied  with  national  matters,  and  recommended 
that  the  quota  of  the  direct  tax  ordered  to  be  raised 
by  a  law  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expenses  of  conducting  the  war,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  should 
be  obtained  by  a  loan  from  the  Bank  of  America,  and 
other  banks,  which  was  to  be  re-paid  by  levying  a 
tax  upon  the  people  of  the  State.     Immediately  after 
the  reference  of  the  Governor's  speech  in  the  Assem- 
bly, a  joint  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Yan  Rens- 
selaer, providing  for  the  loan  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  a  large  portion  of  which  had 
been  burnt  by  the  British,  in  the  fall  of  1812.     Mr. 
Ross  made  an  attempt  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution,  which  was  successfully  resisted.    In 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  it  was  alledged  by  the 
Republican  members,  that  the  Federalists  had  origin- 
ated this  movement,  in  order  to  counteract  the  unfa- 
vorable impression  generally  entertained  of  their  pre- 
vious opposition  to  the  war,  and  to  make  political  capi- 
tal in  the  Western  District.    The  resolution  was  adop- 
ted in  its  original  shape,  and  the  names  of  three  Com- 
missioners inserted  to  distribute  the  money,  all  of  whom 
were  Federalists.    When  the  resolution  was  taken  up  in 
the  Senate,  it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  names 
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of  the  Federal  Commissioners,  and  inserting  Republi- 
cans. This  amendment  led  to  a  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  houses,  which  came  very  near  pre- 
venting the  passage  of  the  resolution  in  any  shape. 

A  new  Council  of  Appointment  was  also  chosen  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  consisting  of  Elbert  H. 
Jones,  Morgan  Lewis,  Samuel  Stewart,  and  Henry 
A.  Townsend.  Messrs.  Jones  and  Stewart  were  Fed- 
eralists ;  Mr.  Lewis  was  now  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  General  administration,  and  cpiite  friendly  to  Gov. 
Tompkins  ;  Mr.  Townsend  was  a  Clintonian,  and 
one  of  the  Senators  who  had  voted  for  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  America.  The  office  of  Chancellor  be- 
came vacant  a  short  time  before  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  office  of  the  old  Council,  Mr.  Lansing  having 
reached  the  age  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  and 
Judge  Kent  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Smith 
Thompson  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice. 

On  the  2Sth  day  of  January,  Charles  King,  a  Fed- 
eral member  from  New- York,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing series  of  resolutions,  in  relation  to  the  brilliant 
naval  victories  achieved  by  our  gallant  tars,  in  the 
fall  of  1813,  viz: 

"  Resolved,  That  although  we  cannot  approve  of 
the  disastrous  and  destructive  war  in  which  we  are 
engaged^  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  New-York,  feel  great  satisfaction  in  express- 
ing their  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  Com.  Perry, 
and  his  gallant  associates,  in  their  action  with  the 
British  squadron  upon  Lake  Erie,  on  tin;  llth  of  Sep- 
tember last,  ami  the  high  sense  they  entertain  of  the. 

LMllantry  of  Lieut.  Burroughs,  of  the  United  States 
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brig  Enterprise,  who  died  after  conquering  a  vessel 
of  equal  force  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

"  That  they  deeply  lament  the  Kill  of  Captains 
Lawrence  and  Allen,  by  which  their  country  is  de- 
prived of  the  services  of  two  officers  who  had  already 
so  highly  entitled  themselves  to  its  admiration  and 
Gratitude. 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  conduct 
of  our  naval  commanders  and  seamen,  during  this 
ruinous  war,  ought  to  satisfy  every  reflecting  mind, 
that  our  commercial  rights  are  to  be  defended  and 
maintained  by  a  navy,  and  not  by  embargoes  and 
commercial  restrictions." 

The  resolutions  having  been  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration, Mr.  Savage  and  Mr.  Young  made  ineffectual 
attempts  to  strike  out  the  words,  in  the  first  and  third 
resolutions,  which  we  have  placed  in  italics.  The 
amendments  offered  by  these  gentlemen  were  re- 
jected by  a  party  vote,  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 
In  the  course  of  the  animated  discussion,  previous  to 
the  final  vote,  it  was  charged  upon  the  Federalists, 
that  they  were  hypocritical  and  insincere  in  express- 
ino-  so  much  interest  in  our  naval  victories  and  de- 
feats,  when,  at  the  same  time,  they  manifested  no 
feeling,  whatsoever,  in  respect  to  the  achievements  of 
the  American  forces  in  the  land  service :  but  the  speak- 
ers on  that  side  defended  themsolves,  with  great  dex- 
terity, by  pointing  to  the  well  known  preferences  of 
the  Federal  party  for  a  naval  force,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  their  efforts  to 
secure  its  augmentation  at  several  subsequent  periods. 

Bills  for  the  repeal  of  the  restraining  law,  were  in- 
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troduced  into  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  into 
the  House,  by  John  B.  Coles,  a  Federal  member,  on 
the  31st  day  of  February,  both  of  which  were  subse- 
quently defeated. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  new  Council  of  x^ppointment, 
held  on  the  3rd  of  February,  Elisha  Jenkins  was  re- 
moved from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  Jacob 
R.  Van  Rensselaer  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The 
question  of  the  selection  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  the  place  of  Chancellor  Kent,  occasioned 
considerable  difficulty  in  the  Council,  and  produced 
some  excitement  in  the  Legislature.  The  principal 
candidate  of  the  Federalists  for  the  office,  was  Jonas 
Piatt ;  but  as  they  did  not  have  a  majority  in  the 
Council,  they  were  unable  to  accomplish  any  thing 
without  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Townsend,  who  was 
considered  the  representative  of  Mr.  Clinton.  With 
a  view  of  embarrassing  the  latter  gentleman,  Mr. 
Lewis,  who  now  acted  in  concert  with  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins, nominated  Richard  Riker,  of  New- York,  one  of 
the  most  ardent  and  devoted  adherents  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton for  the  last  ten  years,  and,  at  that  time,  unwaver- 
ing in  the  support  of  his  friend.  Mr.  Piatt,  however, 
was  appointed,  by  the  vote  of  Mr.  Townsend,  and 
Mr.  Riker  at  once  separated  himself  from  Mr.  Clinton. 

The  answer  of  the  Assembly  to  the  Governor's 
speech,  reflected,  in  severe  terms,  upon  the  policy 
pursued  by  the  National  administration,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  Governor.  It  was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of 
fifty-five  to  forty-one.  The  reply  of  the  Senate, 
which  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  contained  a 
general  and  unqualified  endorsement  of  both  the  Na- 
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tional  and  State  administrations,  and  concluded  with 
the  following  eloquent  and  patriotic  sentiments  : 

"  That,  on  questions  of  general  policy,  or  the  fitness 
of  individuals  for  particular  stations,  we  shall  ever  be 
exempted  from  differences  of  opinion,  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. Divisions  like  these  are  inseparable  from  the 
blessings  of  our  free  Constitution ;  and  although  some 
times  carried  to  an  excess,  which  all  good  men  must 
deplore,  they  are,  notwithstanding,  generally  produc- 
tive of  much  National  good.  But  to  suppose  that  a 
people,  jealous  of  their  rights,  and  proud  of  their  Na- 
tional character,  would,  on  a  question  of  resisting  the 
aggressions  of  an  open  enemy — aggressions  which 
have  polluted  our  soil,  and  which  threaten  the  sub- 
version of  those  inestimable  political  institutions 
which  have  been  consecrated  to  freedom  bv  the  blood 
and  suffering  of  their  fathers — that  on  a  question  of 
such  vital  interest,  so  well  calculated  to  excite  all  the 
patriotism,  to  arouse  all  the  spirit,  and  to  call  into 
action  all  the  energies  of  the  nation,  they  would 
waste  their  strength  in  useless  collisions  with  each 
other,  would  be  a  reflection  upon  their  discernment 
and  their  character  which  they  can  never  merit." 

The  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  in  relation 
to  the  assumption  of  the  quota  of  the  tax,  was  acted 
upon  in  the  Senate,  and  a  bill  passed  that  body  ma- 
king provision  therefor.  The  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  in  the  Assembly,  reported  their 
objections  to  the  bill,  and  avowed  it  to  be  "  their  firm 
conviction,  that  instead  of  wasting  the  resources  of 
the  State,  by  granting  them  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, it  was  the  solemn  and  imperious  duty  of  the 
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Legislature,  to  seek  the  reimbursement  of  the  ex- 
penses already  incurred  by  this  State,  on  account  of 
the  war."  The  bill  was  afterwards  rejected,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hyde,  by  a  party  vote. 

A  law  was  passed  at  this  session,  through  the  exer- 
tions of  Dr.  Nott,  granting  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  Union  College,  in  addition  to  pre- 
vious grants,  and  making  liberal  donations  to  Colum- 
bia and  Hamilton  Colleges,  and  other  scientific  insti- 
tutions. An  act  for  the  improvement  of  the  Common 
School  system,  drawn  by  Mr.  Hawley,  the  capable  and 
efficient  Superintendent,  was  passed  the  15th  of  April. 
Applications  were  made  to  the  Legislature  during  the 
winter,  for  sixteen  bank  charters,  a  few  of  which  pass- 
ed the  Assembly,  but  all  were  defeated  in  the  Senate. 

Solomon  Southwick  was  put  in  nomination  at  a 
meeting  of  his  personal  friends,  who  styled  them- 
selves Clintonians,  held  in  the  city  of  Albany,  previ- 
ous to  the  April  election,  in  opposition  to  Guer  Van 
Schoonhoven,  one  of  the  regular  Republican  candi- 
dates for  Senator.  The  two  parties  were  pretty  equally 
divided  in  the  District,  and  the  result  was,  that  Geo. 
Tibbits,  one  of  the  Federal  candidates,  and  Mr.  Van 
Schoonhoven,  were  elected.  The  remaining  Senators 
chosen  this  year  were,  Darius  Crosby,  from  the  South- 
ern District ;  Moses  I.  Cantine,  and  William  Ross, 
from  the  Middle;  and  Philetus  Swift,  Chauncey 
Loomis,  Bennett  Bicknell,  and  John  I.  Pendeigust, 
from  the  Western  ;  all  of  whom  were  Republicans. 
The  Republican  party  also  succeeded  in  electing  a 
large  majority  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  and 
twenty  out  of  the  thirty  members  of  Congress. 
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The  brilliant  achievements  of  the  American  forces 
under  the  command  of  Generals  Brown  and  Scott, 
during  the  summer  campaign  in  Canada,  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  disastrous  defeat  at  Bladensburgh,  on 
the  23rd  of  August,  1814 ;  the  surrender  of  Wash- 
ington city,  and  the  mutilation  and  destruction  of  the 
public  buildings  by  the  British  troops,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  home  Government.  This  wan- 
ton extension  of  the  ravages  of  war,  to  the  pacific  edi- 
fices at  the  seat  of  Government,  excited  a  deep  sen- 
sation throughout  the  United  States.  Public  meetings 
were  held  in  New- York,  and  other  places,  without 
distinction  of  party,  at  which  measures  were  taken  to 
sustain  the  administration  in  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war.  Dewitt  Clinton  contributed  a  great  deal, 
in  his  capacity  of  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New- York,  to 
allay  the  fears  and  apprehensions  which  were  rapid- 
ly gaining  possession  of  the  public  mind,  and  to 
give  the  proper  direction  to  the  efforts  that  were 
made  to  rally  the  people  in  defense  of  the  country. 
Another  circumstance,  which  occurred  at  this  time, 
may  be  mentioned,  as  reflecting  the  highest  honor 
upon  the  individuals  concerned.  It  having  been 
deemed  advisable  to  put  the  city  of  New-York  in  a 
state  of  defense,  it  was  found  that  it  would  require 
some  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  accom- 
plish the  object.  Money  could  hardly  be  obtained 
on  any  terms.  The  banks  made  no  loans,  except  on 
good  security  ;  but  they  agreed  to  advance  the 
necessary  funds,  if  treasury  notes  were  deposited  with 
them,  endorsed  by  Gov.  Tompkins.  Rufns  King,  a 
prominent  Federalist,  called  upon  the  Governor,  in 
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order  to  perfect  the  arrangement ;  the  latter,  although 
anxious  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power,  at  first  hesi- 
tated to  assume  the  responsibility,  and  assured  Mr. 
King  that  it  would  inevitably  ruin  him.  The  reply 
of  Mr.  King  was  :  "  Then  ruin  yourself,  if  it  becomes 
necessary  to  save  the  country,  and  I  pledge  you  my 
honor,  that  I  will  support  you  in  whatever  you  do." 
The  Governor  hesitated  no  longer,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing this  act  subsequently  involved  him  in  numerous 
difficulties,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  rendering  inval- 
uable assistance  at  the  very  time  when  it  was  abso- 
lutely required. 

Gen.  Armstrong  resigned  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
War,  immediately  after  the  capture  of  Washington, 
and  retired  to  private  life. 

An  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  was  convened 
at  Albany,  on  the  26th  of  September,  by  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  Governor,  in  order  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  exposed  condition  of  the  State.  Samuel 
Young  was  elected  Speaker,  and  Aaron  Clark,  Clerk. 
The  principal  time  of  the  session  was  occupied  in 
discussing  the  various  bills  brought  forward  to  pro- 
vide for  the  defense  of  the  State,  and  the  support  of 
the  General  Government.  An  act,  increasing  the 
pay  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
extending  as  well  to  those  who  had  served  since 
March  13th,  1814,  as  to  those  afterwards  enrolled, 
was  passed  without  any  serious  opposition.  The 
appropriations  under  this  act  were  to  be  made  from 
the  State  Treasury.  An  act  to  encourage  privateer- 
ing, introduced  at  an  early  stain1  <>f  the  session,  was 
attacked  by  the  Federalists  in  the  two  houses  of  the 
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Legislature,  and  in  the  Council  of  Appointment,  with 
unusual  severity.  Chancellor  Kent,  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  protested  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  His  objections  were  drawn  up  with  remark- 
able force  and  ability,  and  were  afterwards  published. 
Their  publication  drew  out  Col.  Young,  who  wrote 
a  series  of  articles  for  the  Albany  Argus,  over  the  sig- 
nature of  Juris  Consultus,  in  which  he  defended  the 
bill  with  much  spirit  and  ingenuity.  The  Chancel- 
lor having  made  several  able  replies  to  Col.  Young 
the  controversy  was  continued  in  defense  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legislature,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  whose 
communications  were  signed  Amicus  Juris  Consultus, 
and  were  highly  creditable  to  his  talents  and  reputa- 
tion. On  the  24th  day  of  October,  two  acts  were 
passed,  respectively  providing  for  the  classification  of 
the  militia  of  the  State,  and  the  enlistment  of  twelve 
thousand  men  for  the  term  of  two  years  ;  and  for 
raising  a  corps  of  sea  fencibles  for  three  years,  to  con- 
sist of  twenty  companies,  for  the  defense  of  New- 
York.  A  law  was  also  passed,  authorizing  two  regi- 
ments of  colored  men  to  be  raised,  for  three  years. 
Slaves  might  be  enlisted  in  these  regiments,  with  the 
consent  of  their  masters,  and  were  to  be  manumitted 
on  receiving  an  honorable  discharge.  Other  laws  of 
a  similar  character  were  passed  at  this  session,  most 
of  which  were  opposed  by  the  Federal  members,  either 
on  the  ground  that  the  private  rights  of  the  citizen 
were  endangered,  or  that  the  defense  of  the  country 
was  the  peculiar  province  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment. The  adoption  of  the  war  measures  which 
passed  the  New-York  Legislature,  may  justly  be  at- 
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tributed  to  the  earnest  advocacy,  and  unflinching  sup- 
port of  Gen.  Root,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  Col.  Young. 

Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature, 
Solomon  Southwick  was  removed  from  the  office  of 
State  Printer,  and  Jesse  Buel,  of  the  Albany  Argus, 
was  appointed  to  supply  his  place. 

The  project  of  holding  a  Convention  of  the  East- 
ern States,  to  deliberate  upon  the  measures  necessary 
to  be  pursued  for  the  protection  of  their  interests, 
which  were  seriously  injured  by  the  continuance  of 
hostilities,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  topics  dis- 
cussed among  politicians  in  the  summer  and  fall  of 
1S14.  It  is,  perhaps,  impossible  to  decide  with  cer- 
tainty, what  were  the  principal  objects  of  the  origina- 
tors of  the  Hartford  Convention  ;  but  it  may  be  safely 
asserted,  that  it  was  their  determination  to  compel  the 
National  administration,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  conclude  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  or,  if  this 
were  found  impracticable,  to  secede  from  the  Union. 
This  movement  was  not  generally  favored  by  the 
New- York  Federalists.  The  Albany  Gazette,  one  of 
their  leading  papers,  admitted  communications  into 
its  columns,  justifying  the  Convention,  but  no  decided 
steps  were  taken  by  the  party,  as  such,  in  this  State. 
On  the  contrary,  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Daniel  Cady, 
and  other  prominent  Federalists,  were  known  to  be 
opposed  to  the  measure.  Those  who  favored  it,  did 
not  receive  sufficient  encouragement,  or  countenance, 
to  warrant  them  in  openly  expressing  their  senti- 
ments, and  whether  or  not  they  constituted  a  ma- 
jority of  the  party,  is  a  question  which  still  remains 
in  doubt. 
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The  intelligence  of  the  passage  of  the  different 
bills  before  the  New- York  Legislature,  gave  a  new 
impulse  to  the  operations  of  the  General  Government, 
and  contributed,  in  a  wonderful  degree,  to  increase 
the  popularity  of  Gov.  Tompkins.  The  estimation 
in  which  he  was  now  held  by  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  Union,  was  second  only  to  that  with  which 
they  regarded  Mr.  Madison  himself;  and  the  Presi- 
dent but  acted  in  accordance  with  wThat  would  have 
been  their  own  spontaneous  act,  had  the  power  been 
placed  in  their  hands,  when  he  tendered  him  the  of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  State.  This  appointment  was 
declined  by  the  Governor,  for  the  reason,  as  he  alledg- 
ed,  that  he  could  render  the  nation  far  greater  service 
if  he  continued  in  the  office  which  he  then  held. 
The  position  of  New- York  at  this  crisis,  was,  indeed, 
a  most  important  one,  and  the  man  who  stood  at  the 
helm  of  her  affairs  wielded  an  immense  influence. 
In  addition  to  the  bestowal  of  the  State  patronage, 
Gov.  Tompkins  was  also  the  financial  agent  of  the 
United  States,  in  providing  the  supplies  necessary  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  troops  in  this  State,  and  in  dis- 
bursing the  funds  employed  for  that  and  other  pur- 
poses. With  so  many  circumstances  favorably  com- 
bining to  sustain  him  in  his  position,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  that  the  Governor  was  almost  idolized  by 
his  party,  and  looked  up  to  with  feelings  nearly  akin 
to  awe  and  veneration. 

The  winter  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
commenced  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  1S15.  Jon- 
athan Dayton,  Lucas  Elmendorff,  Ruggies  Hubbard, 
and  Farrand  Stranahan,  were  elected  to  compose  the 
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Council  of  Appointment.  Soon  after  their  election, 
the  new  Council  held  a  meeting,  at  which  Mr.  Van 
Vechten  was  removed  from  the  office  of  Attorney 
General,  and  Martin  Van  Buren  appointed  his  success- 
or. Most  of  the  Federal  incumbents  were  in  like  man- 
ner removed,  and  their  places  supplied  by  other  ap- 
pointments, before  the  close  of  the  session.  John 
Wood  worth  was  the  opposing  candidate  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  the  latter  was  appointed  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Governor.  Judge  Spencer  supported  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Woodwortb.  and  Messrs,  Stranahan  and 
Hubbard,  voted  for  him  in  the  Council.  Early  in  the 
month  of  February,  Nathan  Sanford  was  elected  to 
succeed  Gen.  German,  in  the  United  States  Senate. 
Efforts  had  been  made  to  secure  this  place  for  Gen. 
Armstrong,  after  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  War,  by  Judge  Spencer  and  his  friends ;  but 
the  opposition  of  Gov.  Tompkins  and  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
prevented  his  being  brought  forward  as  a  candidate. 
It  was  then  announced,  that  Mr.  Spencer  was  willing 
to  accept  the  appointment,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  called 
attention  to  the  report  in  circulation  to  this  effect,  at 
the  Republican  caucus  held  previous  to  the  election. 
He  also  stated  his  belief,  that  Judge  Spencer  would 
not  allow  his  name  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the 
office  ;  but  as  the  friends  of  the  Judge  insisted  that  he 
would  not  decline,  and  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  him,  and  make  the  necessary 
inquiries,  the  motion  was  carried,  notwithstanding  the 
opposition  of  Mr.  Van  Br.ren.  After  discharging  their 
duty,  the  committee  reported,  that  Mr.  Spencer  did 
decline  being  a  candidate,  because  he  "  would  not  put 
12 
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himself  in  competition  with  so  young  a  man  as  Mr. 
Sanford." 

The  opposition  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  as  a  United  States 
Senator,  and  to  Judge  Spencer  himself,  when  his  name 
was  substituted  for  that  of  his  friend,  and  the  contro- 
versy in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, inclined  these  gentlemen  to  thwart  each  other's 
views  whenever  an  opportunity  presented ;  and  Mr. 
Spencer  made  no  secret  of  his  objections  to  Gov. 
Tompkins  as  the  candidate  for  the  next  Presidency. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  the  intelligence  arrived, 
that  a  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  had  been  signed  by  the  respective  Com- 
missioners of  the  two  countries,  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th 
of  December,  1814.  The  rejoicings  of  the  Democratic 
party  on  the  occasion,  were  of  the  most  spirited 
character.  Business  immediately  revived,  and  the 
country  rapidly  recovered  from  the  paralyzing  influ- 
ence which  had  so  long  benumbed  its  energies. 

Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature, 
Gerrit  L.  Dox  was  appointed  Treasurer,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Piatt.  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer  was  also 
removed  by  the  Council,  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  of  Black 
Rock,  appointed  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 
Gen.  Porter  had  distinguished  himself,  as  an  officer  in 
the  different  campaigns  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  by  his  Republican  friends.  He 
did  not  solicit  the  appointment  of  Secretary,  and  would 
probably  have  been  content  with  the  selection  of  Elisha 
Jenkins,  the  former  incumbent.  The  latter  was  the 
friend  of  Judge  Spencer,  and  may  have  been  over- 
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looked  by  Gov.  Tompkins  and  his  friends,  on  that  ac- 
count ;  although  he  was  afterwards  appointed  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  Albany.  The  Mayoralty  of  New- York 
occasioned  some  difficulty  in  the  Council.  The  Tam- 
many party  urgently  pressed  the  removal  of  Dewitt 
Clinton,  who  had  been  a  faithful  and  indefatigable 
officer,  during  the  war,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  yel- 
low fever,  which  visited  the  city  twice  in  the  course 
of  his  official  term.  Another  party  in  New-York, 
which  had  grown  up  in  the  fall  of  1814,  under  the 
auspices  of  Peter  W.  Radcliff,  Hugh  Maxwell,  and 
Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  the  author  of  a  number  of  satiri- 
cal articles  attacking  Mr.  Clinton,  which  appeared  in 
a  New- York  paper,  whom  Mr.  Clinton  designated, 
in  a  severe  reply  to  the  strictures  against  himself, 
written  over  the  signature  of  "  A  Traveler,"  as  "  a  po- 
litical sect,  called  the  Goodies,  of  hybrid  nature,  com- 
posed of  the  combined  spawn  of  Federalism  and  Jaco- 
binism, and  generated  in  the  venomous  passions  of 
disappointment  and  revenge,  without  any  definite 
character  ;  neither  fish  nor  flesh,  nor  bird  nor  beast, 
but  a  non-descript,  made  up  of  all  monstrous,  all  pro- 
digious things,"  desired  the  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
and  the  appointment  of  Jacob  RadclirT.  The  articles 
written  by  Mr.  Verplanck,  were  signed  Abimelech 
Coody,  and  it  was  charged  by  Mr.  Clinton,  that  he 
was  actuated  by  revenge,  on  account  of  his  having 
been  indicted  for  a  riot  in  Columbia  College,  while  Mr. 
C.  was  Mayor  of  New- York.  Both  Mr.  Verplanck  and 
Mr.  Maxwell,  have  since  become  highly  distinguished  ; 
the  one  for  his  attainments  as  a  scholar,  and  the  other 
for  his  skill  and  eloquence  as  an  advocate. 
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Gov.  Tompkins  hesitated  a  long  time,  before  de- 
termining on  the  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and  Mr. 
Yan  Burcn,  one  of  whose  most  confidential  friends, 
Mr.  Elmendorff,  was  a  member  of  the  Council,  did 
not  seem  inclined  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  mat- 
ter. The  removal,  which  eventually  took  place,  can- 
not certainly  be  justified,  except  on  political  grounds  ; 
and  those  affected  the  Governor  in  person,  rather  than 
the  Republican  party.  The  successor  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
w;  s  John  Ferguson,  the  Grand  Sachem  of  the  Tam- 
many Society,  who  received  the  appointment,  with 
the  understanding  that  he  should  soon  be  transferred 
to  the  Surveyorship  of  the  port  of  New- York,  when 
the  office  was  to  be  bestowed  on  Judge  Radcliff. 
This  understanding  was  afterwards  carried  into  ef- 
fect. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  a  severe  blow  to  his 
expectations.  He  had  depended  upon  official  patron- 
age for  several  years,  as  the  only  means  of  support  for 
himself  and  his  family.  His  carelessness  in  pecuniary 
matters  had  been  so  gross,  that  he  was  insolvent  for 
many  thousands  of  dollars  ;  but  his  was  not  a  nature 
to  cower  before  the  tempest  that  howled  around 
him.  His  firmness  never  forsook  him.  Like  the 
adventurous  Roman,  his  reliance  was  upon  his- own 
energies,  and  so  long  as  he  knew  that  the  vessel  in 
which  he  rode,  upheld  Caesar  and  his  fortunes,  he 
could  outride  the  storm,  without  a  single  apprehen- 
sion for  the  future.  Among  the  many  friends  who 
adhered  to  him,  in  this  adverse  condition  of  his  politi- 
cal prospects,  none  were  more  devoted,  none  more 
sincere  in  their  attachment,  than  the  Irish  adopted 
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citizens,  with  whom  he  was  always  a  favorite.  He 
was  addressed  in  their  behalf,  after  his  removal  from 
office,  by  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  and  Dr.  McNevin, 
who  assured  him  of  the  continued  regard  of  his 
friends,  and  that  they  preferred  the  moment  of  his 
retreat  from  office,  to  express  their  deep  sense  of  his 
manifold  and  important  services  to  the  public.  Mr. 
Clinton's  reply  was  exceedingly  appropriate,  and  ex- 
cited an  intense  feeling  of  sympathy.  After  his  retire- 
ment, he  occupied  himself  with  literary  pursuits,  and 
in  the  completion  of  his  scheme  for  the  construction 
of  a  canal  between  the  lakes  and  the  Hudson  river. 

The  election  in  April  resulted  very  differently  from 
what  had  been  anticipated.  The  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton 
estranged  many  Democrats  in  the  city  from  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins, and  the  Federal  members  succeeded.  From  the 
returns  made  by  the  canvassers,  it  appeared  that  there 
were  sixty-three  Republicans,  and  the  same  number  of 
Federalists,  elected  to  the  Assembly.  All  the  Senato- 
rial districts  returned  Republicans,  except  the  Eastern. 
Jacob  Barker  was  elected  in  the  Southern  District ; 
Peter  R.  Livingston,  and  Isaac  Ogden,  in  the  Middle  ; 
Abraham  Van  Yechten,  Henry  I.  Frey,  Ralph  Hascal, 
and  David  Allen,  in  the  Eastern  ;  and  Henry  Sey- 
mour, and  Stephen  Bates,  in  the  Western  District. 

The  unpopular  course  pursued  by  the  Federalists, 
during  the  war,  completely  prostrated  them  as  a  polit- 
ical party.  Their  exultation  over  the  reverses  sus- 
tained by  the  American  troops,  whether  originating 
in  sympathy  for  the  British  cause,  or  in  their  anxious 
desire  to  witness  the  disgrace  of  Mr.  Madison,  was  a 
powerful  argument  in  the  hands  of  their  opponents, 
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to  arouse  the  prejudices,  and  inflame  the  patriotism 
of  the  people,  who  were  easily  persuaded  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Federalists,  in  opposing  all  the  war 
measures  of  the  administration,  was  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  undisguised  friendship  which  they 
avowed  for  Great  Britain  in  1798.  It  was  found 
impossible  to  keep  up  the  organization  of  the  party 
against  such  an  overwhelming  expression  of  opinion, 
and  it  seems  to  have  been  temporarily  abandoned. 
The  leading  men  in  their  ranks  did  not  remain  idle, 
although  they  made  no  preparations  for  the  approach- 
ing Presidential  election  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  continually  on  the  alert,  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  be  able  to  profit  from  some  division  in  the  Re- 
publican party.  The  plan  which  they  thought  proper 
to  adopt,  for  several  years  after  the  peace,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  extract,  taken  from  a 
letter  written  by  William  Coleman,  editor  of  the  Eve- 
ning Post,  at  that  time  one  of  the  principal  Federal 
papers  in  the  country,  to  a  political  friend  in  Phila- 
delphia :  "  Generally  speaking,"  says  the  writer  of 
the  letter,  "  I  feel  disposed,  in  common  with  the  lead- 
ing Federalists  here,  to  stand  perfectly  still,  and  wait 
for  events  to  happen,  as  Jefferson  says,  we  know  not 
when.  Something  may  come  from  the  quarrels  of 
opposite  sections  of  the  Democratic  factions,  and  I 
think  the  most  we  can  do  is  occasionally  to  fan  the 
embers.1'1 

But  a  short  time  elapsed  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  before  it  was  understood  that  Mr.  Madison 
preferred  the  selection  of  Mr.  Monroe  as  his  successor  ; 
and  Gov.  Tompkins  began  to  experience  the  same 


IN    NEW-YORK.  183 

unkind  treatment,  from  the  friends  to  whom  he  had 
rendered  so  many  important  services,  which  had  for- 
merly been  exhibited,  with  his  assent,  toward  Dewitt 
Clinton.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  William  P.  Van 
Ness,  one  of  Mr.  Clinton's  most  vindictive  opponents, 
was  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  United  States  District 
Court,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  JerTerson; 
and  that  Mr.  Madison  had  frequently  manifested  his 
preferences  for  the  Martling  Men  and  Lewisites  in 
this  State. 

It  appears  to  have  been  the  policy  of  the  "  Virginia 
dynasty,"  for  a  series  of  years,  to  countenance  the  minor 
factions  of  the  Democratic  party  in  New- York,  in 
order  that  no  one  man  should  be  able  to  wield  the  in- 
fluence of  so  powerful  a  State,  to  their  prejudice.  In 
accordance  with  this  policy,  Solomon  Southwick,  one 
of  the  bitterest  enemies  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  but  who 
favored  Mr.  Monroe's  pretensions  to  the  Presidential 
chair,  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Albany ;  Gen. 
Porter,  also,  who  entertained  similar  views  with  Mr. 
Southwick,  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commissioners 
under  the  British  treaty,  to  run  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Canada. 

An  active  canvass  for  the  Presidential  nomination 
was  had  in  Washington,  immediately  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  of  Congress,  in  December, 
1S15.  The  claims  of  Gov.  Tompkins  were  pressed 
with  great  earnestness  by  his  friends,  every  one  of 
whom  resided  north  of  the  Potomac  river.  The  sec- 
ond choice  of  the  large  majority  of  the  New- York 
delegation,  was  William  II.  Crawford,  of  Georgia, 
formerly  a  distinguished  member  of  Congress,  and 
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an  ardent  friend  and  supporter  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and,  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking,, 
the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department.  A  meeting 
of  the  Republican  members  from  this  State  was  held,, 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  course  they  should 
pursue.  Mr.  Hammond,  and  others,  were  desirous  of 
taking  open  ground  for  Mr.  Crawford,  in  case  it  was 
found  impossible  to  procure  the  nomination  of  Gov.. 
Tompkins.  Gen.  Porter,  John  W.  Taylor,  and  Enos 
T.  Throop,  did  not  seem  inclined  to  commit  them- 
selves upon  the  question,  either  one  way  or  the  other, 
and  the  meeting  broke  up  without  coming  to  any  de- 
termination. Mr.  Van  Buren  was  present  in  Wash- 
ington, at  this  time,  and  manifested  but  little  anxiety 
upon  the  subject ;  although  it  is  probable  that  he  pre- 
ferred Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Crawford.  Mr.  Clay  was 
also  friendly  to  Monroe.  Judge  Spencer,  who  had 
considerable  influence  with  the  New- York  delegation,, 
was  in  favor  of  Crawford.  At  the  caucus  of  the 
Republican  members,  which  was  postponed  from  time 
to  time,  until  near  the  close  of  the  session,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe received  sixty-five  votes,  and  Mr.  Crawford  fifty- 
four.  Gov.  Tompkins  was  nominated  with  entire 
unanimity,  as  the  candidate  for  Vice  President.  Of 
the  members  from  this  State,  Messrs.  Throop,  Irving, 
and  Birdseye,  voted  for  Monroe  ;  and  the  others  voted 
for  Crawford.  Gen.  Porter  had  resigned  his  seat  pre- 
vious to  the  caucus. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  was  required  to  con- 
vene on  the  30th  day  of  January,  1816  ;  but  as  par- 
ties were  nearly  balanced  in  the  Assembly,  the  Fede- 
ral members  of  that  body  did  not  appear,  on  account 
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of  the  absence  of  several  of  their  number.  On  the 
ensuing  day,  the  House  was  organized,  by  the  choice 
of  Daniel  Cruger,  of  Steuben,  as  Speaker.  He  re- 
ceived but  one  majority,  over  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer, 
the  Federal  candidate.  Aaron  Clark  was  elected 
Clerk,  by  three  majority.  As  soon  as  the  preliminary 
organization  had  been  completed,  William  A.  Duer, 
v  Federal  member  from  Dutchess,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  Fellows,  who  claimed  the  seat  of  Peter 
Allen,  returned  as  a  member  elect  from  the  county  of 
Ontario.  The  facts  in  the  case,  as  admitted  on  all 
hands,  were  these :  Forty-nine  votes  were  given  for 
Henry  Fellows,  in  the  town  of  Pennington,  as  ap- 
peared from  the  certificate  of  the  Inspectors  of  Elec- 
tion filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk ;  but  in  the 
duplicate  sent  to  the  County  Clerk,  it  was  stated  that 
that  number  of  votes  was  received  by  Hen.  Fellows. 
These  forty-nine  votes  were  rejected  by  the  County 
Clerk,  and  the  certificate  given  to  Mr.  Allen,  when 
the  opposing  candidate  was  elected,  in  fact,  by  thirty 
majority.  This  contested  election  case  occupied  the 
whole  time  of  the  House  during  the  first  week  of  the 
session.  There  were  but  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  members  present,  the  other  seats  having  been 
vacated  by  sickness  and  death,  and  the  vote  of  Mr. 
Allen  gave  one  majority  to  his  party  friends.  The 
discussion  which  arose  upon  the  question,  was  con- 
ducted with  much  spirit  and  asperity.  The  most 
prominent  Federal  speakers  were,  Mr.  Duer,  Peter  A. 
Jay,  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer, 
James  Vandcrpoel,  and  James  Lynch,  all  gentlemen 
of  conceded  ability,  and  influential  members  of  the 
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party.  On  the  other  side  were,  Col.  Leavenworth, 
of  Delaware  county,  John  H.  Beach,  of  Cayuga,  and 
Gamaliel  H.  Barstow,  of  Tioga.  Col.  Young  had 
not  been  returned  to  this  Legislature,  on  account  of 
a  schism  in  the  Democratic  ranks  in  Saratoga,  which 
prevented  his  re-nomination. 

While  the  Allen  case  was  pending  in  the  House, 
the  whole  business  of  the  Legislature  was  suspended. 
The  lobbies  were  crowded  with  anxious  spectators, 
and  the  Senators  even  took  a  far  deeper  interest  in 
the  discussion,  than  in  the  proceedings  of  their  own 
body.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  frequently  on  the  floor  of 
the  Assembly,  and  occasionally  gave  Mr.  Beach  the 
benefit  of  his  suggestions.  This  furnished  an  oppor- 
tunity to  Mr.  Duer  to  rebuke  "gentlemen  of  the  Sen- 
ate," as  he  termed  them,  for  interfering  in  the  business 
of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Various 
motions  and  appeals  were  offered  and  taken  by  the 
Federal  members,  but  the  Republicans  were  deter- 
mined on  completing  the  organization,  and  electing  a 
Council  of  Appointment,  before  allowing  the  question 
of  the  contested  seat  to  be  settled :  and  accordingly, 
every  Federal  proposition  was  voted  down.  Mr.  Al- 
len's name  was  recorded  on  each  question,  even, when 
his  own  right  to  vote  was  concerned. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  pro- 
viding that  the  House  should  proceed  immediately  to 
the  choice  of  a  Council  of  Appointment ;  whereupon  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected,  viz :  Darius  Crosby, 
William  Ross,  Perley  G.  Keyes,  and  Archibald  S.  Clark. 
The  committee  on  elections  made  a  unanimous  report, 
the  next  morning  after  the  choice  of  the  Council,  in  favor 
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of  the  right  of  Mr.  Fellows  to  the  contested  seat.  On 
the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  report,  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  members  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  one, 
Mr.  Ganson,  of  Genesee,  in  the  negative.  This  in- 
defensible course  of  the  Republican  members  of  the 
Assembly,  was  never  attempted  to  be  justified,  except 
on  purely  party  grounds;  and  uthe  Peter  Allen  Leg- 
islature "  soon  became  a  term  of  reproach  to  the  par- 
ticipators in  this  disgraceful  transaction. 

The  Governor's  speech  referred,  in  general  terms, 
u  to  the  prospect  of  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Hud- 
son with  those  of  the  Western  lakes  and  of  Cham- 
plain,"  and,  without  expressing  any  decided  opinion 
on  the  question,  he  suggested  to  the  Legislature  the 
propriety  of  considering  whether  or  no  a  portion  of 
the  revenues  of  the  State  could  be  appropriated  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  work,  "without  imposing  too 
great  a  burthen  upon  their  constituents."  Shortly 
after  the  organization,  an  able  memorial  in  favor  of 
constructing  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  drawn 
up  by  Dewitt  Clinton,  and  signed  by  himself,  William 
Bayard,  John  Pintard,  and  a  number  of  other  gentle- 
men of  the  first  standing  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
Avas  presented  in  the  House.  A  public  meeting, 
which  was  quite  numerously  attended,  was  also  held 
in  Albany,  and  a  memorial  of  the  same  purport  adopt- 
ed, and  signed  by  Chancellor  Lansing,  Archibald  Mc- 
Intyre,  and  others.  In  obedience  to  these  repeated 
expressions  of  the  public  will,  an  act  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  improvement  of  the  internal  navigation  of  this 
State."     The  Canal  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
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law  were,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Dewitt  Clinton, 
Samuel  Young,  Joseph  Ellicott,  of  Genesee,  and  My- 
ron Holley,  of  Ontario.  All  these  gentlemen  were 
decided  friends  of  the  canal  policy,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Col.  Young,  who  had  entertained  some  doubts 
as  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  but  was  held  in 
high  esteem  for  his  talents  and  integrity  of  character. 

An  act  was  also  passed  at  this  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, re-organizing  the  Senatorial  Districts  in  the 
State,  by  which,  among  other  changes,  the  counties 
of  Albany,  Otsego,  Schoharie,  and  Chenango,  were 
annexed  to  the  Middle  District.  But  little  business 
of  importance  was  transacted,  by  the  Council  elected 
by  the  vote  of  Peter  Allen,  except  the  appointment  of 
Robert  Tillotson,  the  son  of  Doct.  Tillotson,  as  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  the  place  of  Gen.  Porter,  who  had 
resigned  the  office. 

The  Republican  caucus  was  held  on  the  20th  day 
of  February,  and  Gov.  Tompkins  and  Judge  Tayler, 
were  again  put  in  nomination.  The  Federal  mem- 
bers do  not  appear  to  have  entertained  any  very  con- 
fident expectations  of  success,  although  they  selected 
Rufus  King,  and  George  Tibbits,  of  Troy,  as  their 
candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor. 
The  nomination  of  Mr.  King  was  probably  the  most 
popular  one  which  could  have  been  made,  as  he  had 
taken  a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  the  war,  and  was 
able  to  command  the  entire  strength  of  his  party  ;  but 
even  this  favorable  selection  did  not  prevent  the  com- 
plete defeat  of  the  Federal  ticket.  Gov.  Tompkins 
was  re-elected  in  April,  by  six  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  majority,  in  a  poll  of  eighty-four 
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thousand  and  fifty-nine  votes.  All  the  Districts, 
except  the  Eastern,  returned  Republican  Senators ; 
and  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  lower  house 
were  of  the  same  political  complexion.  The  Sena- 
tors chosen  this  year,  were  John  D.  Ditmis  and  Wal- 
ter Bowne,  in  the  Southern  District ;  Martin  Van 
Buren,  John  Noyes,  and  Peter  Swart,  in  the  Middle; 
and  Ephraim  Hart,  John  Knox,  and  William  Mallory, 
in  the  Western  District. 

At  a  meeting-  of  the  Council  of  Appointment,  held 
on  the  8th  of  July,  John  Van  Ness  Yates  was  removed 
from  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
upon  the  pressing-  solicitation  of  Judge  Spencer;  and 
Philip  S.  Parker,  a  nephew  of  the  Judge,  was  appoint- 
ed to  supply  the  vacancy.  The  only  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Yates  in  office,  was, 
that  he  had  been  officious  in  procuring  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  America,  and  was  an  active  Clinto- 
nian.  This  latter  objection  came  with  an  ill-grace 
from  Mr.  Spencer,  between  whom  and  Mr.  Clinton, 
a  reconciliation  had  been  effected  during  the  previous 
winter,  and  it  afterwards  occasioned  him  considerable 
embarrassment.  Judge  Spencer  was  a  man  of  supe- 
rior talents,  and  from  his  long  acquaintance  with  the 
most  active  Republicans  in  the  different  counties  of 
the  State,  was  enabled  to  command  an  influence, 
which,  at  one  time,  appeared  to  be  almost  irresistible. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  had  so  often  thwarted  him  in  his  am- 
bitious views,  and,  withal,  was  so  formidable  an  oppo- 
nent, especially  when  acting  in  concert  with  Gov. 
Tompkins,  that  he  had  determined  on  taking  care  of 
his  own  interests,  in  preference  to  those  of  others. 
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A  majority  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  were  his 
friends,  and,  in  most  cases,  appeared  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  carry  out  his  wishes. 

The  New- York  Legislature  met  on  the  5th  day  of 
November,  in  order  to  make  choice  of  Presidential 
Electors.  David  Woods,  of  Washington  county,  was 
elected  Speaker.  He  received  eighty-four  votes,  to 
thirty-three  for  James  Emott,  of  Dutchess,  who  was 
the  Federal  candidate.  After  choosing  Electors 
friendly  to  Monroe  and  Tompkins,  the  two  houses 
adjourned  to  the  21st  of  January,  1817,  at  which 
time  the  regular  winter  session  commenced.  On  the 
28th  of  that  month,  Gov.  Tompkins  sent  his  last  an- 
nual Message  to  the  Legislature.  In  pursuance  of 
the  settled  policy  which  he  had  adopted,  he  refrained 
from  committing  himself  upon  the  Canal  question. 
But,  although  he  was  so  singularly  cautious  and  pru- 
dent in  what  he  said  and  did  upon  this  subject,  he 
had  the  boldness  to  recommend  the  entire  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  State,  to  take  place  on  the  4th  day 
of  July,  1827.  This  humane  recommendation  of  the 
Executive,  and  other  active  philanthropists  in  the  State, 
among  whom  were  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  Peter  A. 
Jay,  and  William  Jay,  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature. 

Most  of  the  time  of  the  Legislature  at  the  winter 
session,  was  occupied  in  pressing  the  claims  of  rival 
candidates  for  the  office  of  Governor,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Tompkins,  who  had  been  elected  Vice  President, 
and  was  expected  to  resign  early  in  the  spring.  The 
friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  had  been  actively  at  work  du- 
ring the  summer  and  fall  of  1816,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  Republican  members  were  decidedly  in 
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favor  of  his  nomination  as  the  candidate  for  Govern- 
or. Judge  Spencer  took  the  same  ground,  and 
in  connection  with  Messrs.  Hart  and  Ross,  of  the 
Senate,  and  Mr.  Woods  and  Barstow,  of  the  House, 
labored  assiduously  to  effect  that  object.  On  the 
13th  of  February,  a  new  Council  was  elected,  con- 
sisting of  Walter  Bowne,  John  Noyes,  John  I.  Pren- 
dergast,  and  Henry  Bloom,  all  of  whom,  except  Mr. 
Bowne,  were  friends  of  Judge  Spencer.  This  new 
engine  was  forthwith  put  in  operation,  and  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Spencer  it  proved  a  powerful  agent  in 
streno-theninor  the  cause  of  Mr.  Clinton.  The  Fed- 
eral  leaders  expressed  great  anxiety  for  the  nom- 
ination of  that  gentleman,  and  Judges  Van  Ness  and 
Piatt,  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Elisha  Williams, 
were  actively  engaged  in  his  behalf,  and  caused  it 
to  be  generally  understood  that  the  Federal  party 
would  not  make  a  nomination  in  opposition  to  him. 

Gov.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Peter  R.  Livings- 
ton, Walter  Bowne,  and  other  Republicans  opposed 
to  Mr.  Clinton,  bore  up  bravely  against  such  fearful 
odds.  But  it  was  useless  for  them  to  contend  against 
the  torrent  of  public  opinion  which  was  constantly 
rolling  in  from  the  Western  part  of  the  State.  The 
people  were  determined  on  opening  the  communica- 
tion between  the  lakes  and  the  Hudson,  which  had 
mainly  originated  with  Mr.  Clinton,  and  it  was  utter 
madness  to  attempt  a  resistance  to  their  will.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  and  his  friends  were  at  first  inclined  to  the 
opinion,  that  Gov.  Tompkins  should  continue  to  hold 
both  the  offices  of  Vice  President  and  Governor,  but 
the  unpopularity  of  such  a  course  was  sufficient  to 
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ensure  its  speedy  abandonment,  and  the  Governor 
resigned  the  latter  office,  a  few  days  before  the  4th  of 
March.  It  was  then  suggested,  that  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  might  claim  to  act  as  Governor,  until  the 
close  of  the  regular  term,  in  1819  :  this  idea  was  found 
to  come  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  1777,  and 
was  also  discarded.  The  bill  providing  for  the  elec- 
tion to  supply  the  vacancy,  was  passed  by  a  strong 
vote.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Livingston  voted  in 
its  favor,  but  Mr.  Bowne,  and  Mr.  Cantine,  who  was 
the  brother-in-law  of  Van  Buren,  voted  against  it. 
Thirty-two  members  of  the  House,  all  opponents  of 
Mr.  Clinton,  also  voted  in  the  negative. 

The  only  remaining  hope,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  anxious  to  defeat  Mr.  Clinton,  was  the  nomina- 
tion of  some  other  candidate.  At  one  time,  it  was 
supposed  that  a  majority  of  the  Republican  members 
would  vote  for  some  other  individual.  In  order  to 
prevent  such  a  result,  the  Clintonians  proposed  that 
a  State  Convention  should  be  called,  to  consist  of  the 
Democratic  members,  and  of  delegates  selected  by 
conventions  in  those  counties  which  were  represented 
by  Federal  members.  This  plan  was  finally  adopted, 
and  the  Convention  assembled  on  the  25th  day  of 
March.  Most  of  the  delegates  in  attendance  were 
friendly  to  Mr.  Clinton.  John  Wood  worth,  Elisha 
Jenkins,  John  McCarthy,  and  Thomas  Harnan,  ap- 
peared from  the  county  of  Albany ;  Nathan  Williams 
and  Henry  Huntington,  from  the  county  of  Oneida  ; 
and  Gideon  Granger,  the  late  Postmaster  General, 
from  the  county  of  Ontario.  The  first  candidate  for 
the  nomination,  selected  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  his 
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friends,  was  Judge  Yates,  who  absolutely  declined 
being  a  candidate ;  they  then  brought  forward  the 
name  of  Gen.  Porter.  On  the  ballot  taken  in  the  Con- 
vention, Dewitt  Clinton  received  the  votes  of  sixty 
members,  and  twenty-five  delegates,  and  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter those  of  thirty-four  members,  and  seven  delegates. 
Lieut.  Gov.  Taylor  was  at  the  same  time  nominated 
for  re-election. 

The  administration  of  the  State  Government,  after 
the  resignation  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  devolved  on  Judge 
Tayler,  through  whose  instrumentality  Dr.  Charles 
D.  Cooper  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Tillotson,  whom  the  Council  removed, 
as  it  was  understood,  on  account  of  his  opposition  to 
Mr.  Clinton.  The  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction 
of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals,  became  a  law  on 
the  15th  of  April.  The  vote  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  in  the  Assembly,  stood  sixty-four  to  thirty-six.  In 
the  Senate,  there  were  eighteen  votes  in  the  affirma- 
tive, to  nine  in  the  negative.  Mr.  "Van  Buren.  and  four 
of  his  friends  in  the  Senate,  voted  for  the  bill,  and  its 
passage  was  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  his  zealous 
efforts  in  its  support.  Two  of  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  in  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Noyes  and  Bloom, 
were  friends  of  Judge  Spencer,  but  the  great  majority 
of  the  members  who  voted  against  it,  were  opposed  to 
Mr.  Clinton.  Thus  was  the  first  decisive  step  taken, 
on  the  part  of  this  State,  toward  the  completion  of  those 
great  public  w<>rks,*which,  whatever  may  be  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  their  originator,  as  a  politician,  will  re- 
main forever,  as  enduring  monuments  of  the  practical 
genius  and  foresight  of  Dewitt  Clinton. 
13 


194  POLITICAL    PARTIES 


CHAPTER  IX. 


1S17 — Election  of  Devritt  Clinton  as  Governor  of  the  State — Partic- 
ulars of  the  Spring  Election — Jonathan  Dayton — Jabez  D.  Ham- 
mond— Roger  Skinner — Henry  Yates — Removal  of  the  Tammany 
Men — Thanksgiving  Day — Legislature  of  1818 — Ogden  Edwards — 
Michael  Ulshoeffer — Origin  of  the  Bucktail  party — Indifference 
of  Gov.  Ciinton  to  the  operations  of  his  enemies — Opposition  to 
the  Governor  in  the  Senate — Movements  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and 
his  friends — The  Governor  embarrassed  by  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment— Hi8  coldness  towards  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Col.  Young — - 
Attempt  to  remove  the  former  from  the  office  of  Attorney  Gene- 
ral— John  V.  N.  Yates  appointed  Secretary  of  State — Project  of 
holding  a  State  Convention  to  do  away  with  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, defeated — AprilElection — Gamaliel  H.  Barstow — The 
Federalists  of '9S — Their  division  into  different  classes — William 
L.  Marcy — Anticipated  division  in  the  Democratic  ranks — Refu- 
sal of  the  Clintonians  to  support  the  regular  nomination  for  Speak- 
er at  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1819 — Dissentions  between 
the  different  sections  of  the  Republican  party — The  Bucktails  take 
ground  against  Gov.  Clinton — Republican  Caucus  to  nominate  a 
candidate  for  U.  S.  Senator,  adjourned  without  transacting  any  bus- 
iness— Separation  of  the  Clintoniansand  the  Bucktails — Position  of 
the  Federalists — Situation  of  parties  in  relation  to  the  public  works 
— Successful  attempts  to  excite  prejudices  against  Gov. Clinton — 
Benjamin  F.  Butler — Appointment  of  Mr.  Thompson  as  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy — Judge  Spencer  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  John 
Woodworth  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court — The  Common  School 
svstem  improved — April  Election — John  Townsend — Charles  E. 
Dudley — Gideon  Granger — Legislative  Session  of  1820— John  C. 
Spencer — Controversy  in  regard  to  the  account?  of  Mr.  Tompkins — 
Re-election  of  Rufus  King  as  (J.  S.  Senator — The  Missouri  ques- 
tion— James  Talmadge — Attempt  to  impeach  Judge  William  W. 
Van  Nets—Nomination  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  and  Benjamin  Moers, 
as  the  Republican  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor — 
Dewitt  Clinton  and  Judge  Tayler  nominated  by  their  frisnds--lS20. 

But  little  opposition  was  made  to  the  election  of 
Mr.  Clinton.  The  Federalists,  in  accordance  with 
their  previous  declarations,  did  not  make  any  nomina- 
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tion  ;  and  in  several  counties  where  the  Clintonians 
composed  the  majority  of  the  Democratic  party,  they 
did  not  support  candidates  for  the  Assembly,  in  order 
that  persons  might  be  elected  who  were  friendly  to 
Mr.  Clinton.  Tickets  were  distributed  by  the  Tarn* 
many  party  in  New- York,  throughout  the  State,  with 
the  name  of  Peter  B.  Porter  printed  upon  them,  as  the 
candidate  for  Governor ;  but  the  great  majority  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  a  large  number  of  the  Federal- 
ists, supported  Clinton  and  Tayler.  No  excitement 
was  manifested  at  the  polls,  and  the  vote  was  a  very 
slight  one.  Some  few  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Porter 
gave  him  their  votes,  but  no  effort  was  made  in  his 
behalf.  The  ticket  nominated  by  the  Republican 
Convention  was  almost  unanimously  elected :  Mr. 
Clinton  receiving  forty-three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ten  votes,  and  Mr.  Porter  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine.  Full  one  half  of  the  electors 
in  the  State  did  not  vote  upon  the  Gubernatorial  ques- 
tion. Jonathan  Dayton  and  Stephen  Barnum  were 
elected  to  the  Senate  from  the  Southern  District ;  Jabez 
D.  Hammond  and  John  Lounsbury,  from  the  Middle  ; 
Roger  Skinner,  Samuel  Young,  and  Henry  Yates, 
from  the  Eastern  ;  and  Isaac  Wilson  and  Jediah  Pren- 
dergast,  from  the  Western  District.  All  the  Senators 
chosen  were  Republicans. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Appointment,  held 
after  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Clinton,  on  the  27th 
day  of  August,  Benjamin  Ferris  was  appointed  Clerk 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New- York,  and  John  W. 
Wyman,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit,  in  the  room  of  John  L. 
Broome,  and  Robert  Mc  Comb.     The  only  ground  of 
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objection  to  the  old  incumbents  appears  to  have  been, 
the  fact  that  they  were  active  members  of  the  Tam- 
many party.  An  attempt  was  made  to  induce  the 
Governor  to  consent  to  a  general  removal  of  those  Re- 
publicans who  had  opposed  his  nomination;  but  he 
wisely  refused  to  yield  to  the  entreaties  of  his  friends. 
From  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on 
Plymouth  rock,  it  had  been  customary  for  the  civil 
authorities  of  the  New-England  States,  to  set  apart 
a  day,  near  the  close  of  the  year,  for  thanksgiving  and 
prayer.  Gov.  Jay  had  attempted  to  introduce  this 
honored  and  appropriate  custom,  into  this  State  ;  but 
the  religious  prejudices  of  the  people  were  aroused 
against  it,  and  he  felt  himself  reluctantly  compelled 
to  abandon  it.  In  the  fall  of  1817,  Gov.  Clinton  is- 
sued a  proclamation,  designating  the  13th  day  of  No- 
vember for  that  purpose.  No  opposition  worthy  of 
notice  was  manifested  to  the  observance  of  the  day, 
in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  Governor ;  and 
the  precedent,  thus  established,  has  continued  in  force 
down  to  the  present  time.  The  citizens  of  the  State 
have  not  only  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  observing 
this  annual  fast,  but  it  has  been  a  general  source  of 
regret  among  them,  that  measures  were  not  taken  to 
establish  a  national  thanksgiving.  There  could  cer- 
tainly be  no  nobler  sight  in  the  universe,  than  to  be- 
hold a  great  and  mighty  people,  bowing  as  one  man, 
before  the  altars  where  their  fathers  have  worshipped, 
and  offering  their  united  thanks  for  the  preservation 
of  their  independence,  the  protection  of  their  civil  and 
religious  privileges,  and  the  rich  bounties  of  God's 
goodness  and  love. 
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The  Legislature  commenced  its  annual  session  on 
the  27th  day  of  January,  1818.  David  Woods  was 
re-elected  Speaker,  without  opposition.  It  soon  be- 
came evident  that  a  determination  had  been  formed, 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tan  Buren,  Col.  Young,  Peter  R. 
Livingston,  Roger  Skinner,  Walter  Bowne,  and 
their  friends,  to  prepare  the  way  for  an  open  war 
against  the  Governor.  The  delegation  in  the  House 
from  the  city  of  New-York,  among  whom  were  Og- 
den  Edwards,  Michael  Ulshoeffer,  Peter  Sharpe, 
Clarkson  Crolius,  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  Henry 
Meigs,  and  Isaac  Pierson,  were  all  Tammany  Men, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Colden,  bitterly  op- 
posed to  Mr.  Clinton.  It  was  customary  for  the  mem- 
bers of  one  of  the  orders  of  the  Tammany  Society,  to 
wear  the  tail  of  a  deer  in  their  hats,  on  certain  occa- 
sions ;  and,  from  this  circumstance,  the  New- York 
delegation  were  called  Bucktails,  by  the  friends  of  the 
Governor,  which  term  was  afterwards  applied  to  all 
the  Anti-Clintonians  in  the  State.  Gen.  Root,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  House  this  winter,  from  Dela- 
ware, and  William  C  Bouck,  of  Schoharie,  united 
with  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  the  attempt  to 
embarrass  his  administration. 

The  Governor  appeared,  through  some  singular 
fatuity,  to  regard  all  these  efforts  of  his  enemies 
with  perfect  indifference.  A  difficulty  occurred  be- 
tween Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Col.  Young,  early  in  the 
session,  which  Mr.  Hammond,  one  of  Mr.  Clinton's 
most  active  friends  in  the  Senate,  thought  might  be 
taken  advantage  of  to  separate  Mr.  Young  from  his  old 
associates,  and  a  suggestion  was  made  to  that  effect 
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to  the  Governor.  But  the  latter  seemed  to  be  deter- 
mined on  maintaining  his  independence,  at  all  haz- 
ards. He  could  not  be  made  to  believe  that  there  was 
any  danger  of  detaching  a  majority  of  the  Republican 
party  from  his  support,  and  it  was  only  when  the  un- 
welcome truth  was  forced  upon  him,  that  he  learned 
to  regret  he  had  not  adopted  the  counsel  of  those  of 
his  friends,  who,  like  Mr.  Hammond,  were  honestly 
and  truly  attached  to  him.  This  was,  as  we  have 
before  remarked,  the  great,  the  fatal  mistake  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  He  would  not,  it  is  true,  give  his  consent 
to  a  sweeping  removal  of  his  opponents  from  office, 
neither  did  he  appear  desirous  of  bestowing  any  very 
important  places  on  his  supporters  in  the  Federal 
ranks  ;  but  he  would  not  stop  to  consider  upon  the 
means  necessary  to  sustain  him  in  his  position,  and 
to  counteract  the  schemes  which  were  constantly 
being  formed  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  his  in- 
fluence and  popularity.  He  regarded  himself  as  the 
recognized  head  of  the  Republican  party :  its  desti- 
nies and  its  fortunes  were  in  his  hands  ;  and  his  will 
was  the  supreme  law,  because  it  was  the  will  of  De- 
witt  Clinton. 

Of  the  thirty-two  Senators  in  the  Legislature  of 
1818,  twenty-seven  were  Republicans,  and  five  of 
them  were  Federalists.  Thirteen  of  the  Republican 
Senators,  viz  :  Van  Buren,  Livingston,  Skinner, 
Young,  Cantine,  Bowne,  Barnum,  Crosby,  Ditmis, 
Knox,  Dayton,  Ogden,  and  Seymour,  were  decided 
Anti-Clintonians ;  seven  of  them,  viz:  Hammond, 
Bates,  Hart,  Lounsbury,  J.  I.  Prendergast,  Jediah 
Prendergast,  and  Ross,  were  friendly  to  Mr.  Clinton  ; 
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and  the  others,  also,  seven  in  number,  viz :  Yates, 
Noyes,  Swart,  Wilson,  Bicknell,  Swift,  and  Mallory, 
were  undecided  in  their  course.  The  names  of  the 
Federal  Senators  were,  Van  Vechten,  Tibbits,  Allen, 
Hascal,  and  Frey.  From  the  above  classification,  it 
will  appear  that  the  Republican  Senators  opposed  to 
Mr.  Clinton,  possessed  by  far  the  greatest  weight  of 
talent ;  and  they  were  eventually  strengthened,  by  the 
addition  to  their  number  of  Messrs.  Jediah  Prender- 
gast,  and  Henry  Yates,  who  was  a  brother  of  Judge 
Yates.  Most  of  the  Clintonian  Senators  were  unex- 
perienced in  the  politics  of  the  State ;  Mr.  Ross  had 
been  in  the  Legislature  for  several  years,  but  did  not 
exhibit  much  tact  or  ability.  Mr.  Bates  and  Mr. 
Hart,  were  both  shrewd  and  enterprising  men,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  an  unfortunate  jealousy  existing 
between  them,  might  have  essentially  aided  the  Go- 
vernor. Mr.  Hammond  was  decidedly  the  ablest 
Clintonian  member  of  the  Senate ;  he  was  a  ready 
political  writer,  and  a  cautious  and  discreet  politician, 
but  not  a  fluent  debater.  The  Federal  Senators  did 
not  appear  to  be  very  anxious  to  take  sides,  either  for 
or  against  Mr.  Clinton :  it  would  rather  appear  to 
have  been  their  policy  to  refrain  from  committing 
themselves ;  and  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  especially, 
who  was  the  leading  man  among  them,  seemed  to 
take  peculiar  delight  in  witnessing  and  encourag- 
ing the  divisions  and  dissentions  in  the  Democratic 
party. 

The  first  business  of  importance  transacted  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature,  was  the  choice  of  a  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment.     Through  the  indefatigable  ellbrts 
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of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  others,  a  Council  was  finally 
selected,  whose  members  were  nominally  Clintonians, 
but,  in  reality,  either  indifferent,  or  unfriendly  to  the 
Governor.  The  names  of  the  Senators  elected  to  this 
office  were,  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Jabez  D.  Hammond, 
Henry  Yates,  and  Henry  Seymour.  Mr.  Yates  did 
not  seem  inclined  to  take  any  active  part  in  the  dif- 
ferences which  were  gradually  extending  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  ;  but  he  was,  to  a  great  extent,  under 
the  influence  of  his  brother,  who  had  become  actively 
enlisted  with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Col.  Young,  and  their 
friends.  He  also  entertained  a  great  dislike  to  Judge 
Spencer,  and  was  anxious  to  have  his  relative,  John 
Van  Ness  Yates,  restored  to  the  office  of  Recorder  of 
Albany,  from  which  he  had  been  removed,  through 
the  influence  of  the  Judge.  Most  of  the  appointments 
made  by  the  Council,  were  entirely  controlled  by  Mr. 
Yates  ;  not  that  they  were  dictated  by  him  in  reality, 
but  it  was  necessary  to  consult  his  caprices  before  at- 
tempting any  thing  different  from  what  would  be 
proposed  by  the  Anti-Clintonian  members,  Messrs. 
Livingston  and  Seymour.  Cadwallader  D.Coldenwas 
appointed  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New-York,  by  this 
Council.  Col.  Paulding  was  the  candidate  of  Messrs. 
Livingston  and  Seymour,  and  the  Governor  desired 
the  appointment  of  Syl  vanus  Miller.  Mr.  Hammond, 
however,  brought  forward  the  name  of  Mr.  Colden, 
and  induced  Mr.  Yates  to  support  him.  The  casting 
vote  of  Gov.  Clinton  was,  of  course,  given  against  the 
favorite  of  the  Tammany  Men.  A  large  number  of 
the  old  personal  friends  of  the  Governor,  were  either 
restored,  or  appointed,  to  various  important  offices  in 
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the  State  ;  but  neither  he,  or  Mr.  Hammond,  thought 
it  advisable  to  appoint  many  Federalists  to  office,  and 
although  the  claims  of  several  applicants  were  pressed 
with  much  earnestness,  very  few  appointments  of  that 
character  were  made.  An  attempt  was  made  to  re- 
move Mr.  Van  Buren  from  the  office  of  Attorney 
General,  but  Mr.  Hammond  expressly  declined  giv- 
ing his  assent,  upon  the  ground  that  that  gentleman 
had,  so  far,  sustained  the  regular  nominations  of  the 
party,  whether  made  in  accordance  with  his  wishes 
or  otherwise,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
scribed. The  views  of  Mr.  Clinton,  in  relation  to  a 
change  in  this  office,  were  never  positively  known, 
but  it  was  generally  inferred,  from  the  distant  man- 
ner that  he  preserved  toward  Mr.  Yan  Buren  and 
Col.  Young,  and  the  unfavorable  remarks  which  he 
frequently  made  in  public,  that  he  would  consent  to 
the  removal.  The  impracticability  of  Mr.  Yates,  re- 
tained Richard  Hiker  in  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the 
city  of  New- York,  when  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Ham- 
mond were  disposed  to  confer  the  appointment  on 
Josiah  O.  Hoffman,  recently  an  active  Federalist,  but 
at  this  time  a  warm  friend  of  Gov.  Clinton.  Before 
the  close  of  the  winter  session,  Mr.  Yates  was  grati- 
fied in  one  of  his  most  important  wishes,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  John  V.  N.  Yates,  as  Secretary  of  State, 
in  the  place  of  Doct.  Cooper,  who  was  removed  by  the 
votes  of  Messrs.  Livingston,  Seymour,  and  Yates.  Sev- 
eral of  the  most  bitter  opponents  of  the  Governor,  also, 
were  selected  for  different  offices;  as,  for  instance,  it 
was  agreed  to  appoint  Erastus  Root  District  Attorney 
of  the  county  of  Delaware,  and  John  Savage  was  made 
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District  Attorney  of  Washington  county.  The  law 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  this  class  of  officers 
in  each  county  of  the  State,  was  passed  during  the 
session  of  the  Legislature  this  winter. 

No  business  of  unusual  importance  was  transacted 
at  the  session  of  1818.  The  public  works,  which 
were  eloquently  commented  on  in  the  Governors 
speech,  had  not  been  so  far  completed  as  to  require 
much  additional  legislation.  In  the  Senate,  a  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  whether  Jediah  Prendergast,  or  Isaac 
Wilson,  was  entitled  to  a  seat  for  the  long  term.  These 
gentlemen  were  both  elected  in  the  Western  District, 
and  one  of  them  was  chosen  to  supply  a  vacancy.  No 
designation  of  the  candidate  to  serve  for  the  short 
term  was  required  by  law  :  and,  in  such  cases,  the  per- 
son having  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  was  entitled 
to  serve  the  full  term.  Ninety-one  votes  were  given 
in  the  District  for  Jedediah  Prendergast,  and  ten  for 
Jed.  Prendergast.  Forty-two  electors  made  oath, that 
they  had  voted  for  Jedediah  Prendergast,  but  in- 
tended to  vote  for  Jediah  Prendergast.  These  votes 
would  have  given  Mr.  Prendergast  a  majority  over 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  he  ought  to  have  been  declared 
elected  for  the  full  term.  The  subject  was  brought 
up  in  the  Senate,  and  Col.  Young  made  a  labored  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  assigning  the  seat  for  four  years 
to  Mr.  Wilson.  On  taking  the  final  vote,  all  the  Anti- 
Clintonian  Senators,  including  Mr.  Yates,  and  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Bowne,  voted  to  give  the  long  term 
to  Wilson,  and  Messrs.  Bates,  Bowne,  Frey,  Ham- 
mond, Hascal,  Lounsbury,  Noyes,  Ross,  Swart,  Tib- 
bits,  and  Van  Veohten,  voted  against  it.  Previous  to  this 
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time,  Mr.  Prendergast  had  been  a  Clintonian,  but  he 
now  became  a  decided  opponent  of  the  Governor. 

A  bill  was  brought  forward  in  the  Assembly,  by 
Ogden  Edwards,  of  New- York,  authorizing  a  State 
Convention  to  be  called,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing and  amending  that  part  of  the  Constitution  rela- 
ting to  the  appointment  of  officers.  The  object  of  the 
originators  of  this  bill  was,  to  do  away  with  the  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment ;  and  the  Governor  was  urgently 
entreated,  by  Mr.  Hammond,  and  others,  to  give  his 
assent  to  it,  and  exert  his  influence  in  its  favor  ;  but  he 
refused  to  concur  in  any  project  that  came  from  Tam- 
many Hall,  and,  consequently,  the  bill  was  defeated. 

In  anticipation  of  the  subsequent  separation  of  the 
two  factions  composing  the  Republican  party,  Mr. 
Yan  Buren  and  his  friends  managed  very  adroitly  to 
secure  the  nomination  of  a  majority  of  candidates  in 
the  Senatorial  Districts,  who  already  were,  or  soon 
would  become,  hostile  to  Mr.  Clinton.  The  April 
election  passed  off  quietly.  The  Republican  ascend- 
ancy in  the  House,  was  fully  maintained.  The 
Senators  elected  this  year  were,  Darius  Crosby,  in  the 
Southern  District ;  William  Ross,  and  Moses  Austin, 
in  the  Middle  ;  George  Rosecrantz,  and  Levi  Adams, 
in  the  Eastern ;  and  Perry  G.  Childs,  Gamaliel  H. 
Barstow,  and  David  E.  Evans,  in  the  Western  Dis- 
trict. The  Federalists  interfered  but  little  with  the 
election.  The  more  shrewd  and  sagacious  men  in 
their  ranks,  evidently  foresaw  that  a  crisis  was  ap- 
proaching, by  which  they  might  profit,  as  a  party, 
if  they  themselves  could  remain  united  ;  but  they 
feared,  and  the  sequel  justified  those  fears,  that  the 
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high-mindedness,  the  Roman  firmness,  the  Jierte  and 
chivalric  feeling,  of  the  Federalism  of  '98,  could  never 
again  be  aroused.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  from  the 
time  of  the  first  organization  of  the  Federal  party, 
down  to  and  including  the  larger  portion  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison's administration,  whatever  may  have  been  their 
errors,  howsoever  they  may  have  been  mistaken  on 
questions  of  public  policy,  they  exhibited  traits  of 
character  worthy  of  commendation.  They  advocated 
many  an  unpopular  measure,  in  the  face  of  an  oppo- 
sition, which  it  required  "  a  stern  task  of  soul"  to  re- 
sist. They  openly  avowed  doctrines  that  were  at 
war  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  and 
calculated  to  inflame  their  prejudices;  but,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  they  cherished  too  high-toned  a  sense  of 
honor,  to  suffer  them  to  conceal  their  want  of  sympa- 
thy with  the  multitude.  They  even  dared  to  oppose 
the  measures  of  a  popular  administration,  when  the 
war  fever  was  at  its  height ;  yet  they  did  it  with  a  mo- 
ral courage  which  few  would  care  to  imitate.  But  the 
nobility,  the  manliness,  of  Federalism,  had  become 
changed,  amid  the  contests  of  the  B unites,  the  Liv- 
ingstons, the  Clintonians,  and  the  Bucktails ;  they 
had  lost  much  of  their  original  character,  by  their  in- 
terference with  the  partizan  struggles  which  had  dis- 
tracted and  divided  the  Democratic  party.  A  portion 
of  their  number,  among  whom  were  Abraham  Van 
Vechten,  and  others  of  his  stamp,  had  no  thought  of 
abandoning  one  jot  or  tittle  of  their  creed  ;  another 
portion,  who  followed  the  lead  of  William  A.  Duer7 
John  A.  King,  and  William  Coleman,  of  the  Evening 
Post,  were  inclined  to  favor  the  opposition   to  Mr. 
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Clinton  ;  and  still  another  portion,  headed  by  Judges 
Yan  Ness  and  Piatt,  and  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  with 
whom  Gov.  Clinton  was  already  upon  terms  of  con- 
fidential communication,  were  prepared  to  sustain 
him  with  the  whole  weight  of  their  influence  and 
their  suffrages.  This  last  mentioned  class,  had  ever 
been  hostile  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  from  the  moment 
they  became  the  intimate  friends  and  counsellors  of 
the  Executive,  he  directed  all  his  efforts  to  the  re- 
organization of  the  Republican  party. 

An  attempt  had  been  made,  in  the  winter  of  1818, 
to  remove  William  L.  Marcy,  the  Recorder  of  the  city 
of  Troy,  and  several  other  office  holders  in  the  county 
of  Rensselaer,  who  were  zealous  adherents  of  Mr.  Yan 
Buren  ;  but  Mr.  Hammond  refused  to  give  his  consent, 
and  the  matter  was  temporarily  put  at  rest.  At  the 
April  election,  Mr.  Marcy  and  his  friends  refused  to 
vote  for  the  regular  Republican  candidates  for  the  As- 
sembly, who  were  Clintonians/and  put  in  nomination 
and  supported  a  separate  ticket,  by  which  means  the 
county  returned  Federal  members.  The  same  course 
had  been  pursued  by  the  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton  in  oth- 
er counties  in  the  State  ;  and  Gen.  German,  one  of  his 
most  confidential  advisers,  had  been  elected  by  the 
Federalists  and  Clintonians,  in  opposition  to  the  regu- 
lar party  nomination  ;  but  this  did  not  constitute  any 
excuse  for  Mr.  Marcy  and  his  associates,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  majority  of  the  Council,  and  they  were  re- 
moved at  the  June  session.  The  Governor  himself, 
although  it  was  notorious  that  he  had  always  encour- 
aged irregular  nominations,  exhibited  more  than  or- 
dinary interest  in  effecting  these  removals. 
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The  final  separation  of  the  contending  factions  in 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  subject  frequently  dis- 
cussed, during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1818.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  his  friends,  had  determined  on  its  accom- 
plishment, and  they  only  waited  for  an  opportunity 
which  would  afford  a  plausible  reason  for  the  sepa- 
ration, and  at  the  same  time  place  the  Clintonians 
clearly  in  the  wrong.  A  suitable  occasion  presented 
itself,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature 
in  1819.  In  pursuance  of  a  secret  understanding,  an 
unusual  number  of  Bucktail  members  were  in  attend- 
ance at  Albany,  the  day  before  the  session.  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  Col.  Young,  and  others,  had  fixed  on  William 
Thompson,  a  member  from  the  county  of  Seneca,  as 
their  candidate  for  the  Speakership.  He  had  formerly 
represented  that  county  in  the  Assembly,  and  been 
thrown  into  collision  with  Judge  Tayler  and  Elisha 
Williams ;  and,  on  that  account,  he  had  acquired  an  an- 
tipathy to  Gov.  Clinton.  The  Clintonians,  generally, 
expected  to  support  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  a  member 
elect  from  Albany  county,  for  the  office  of  Speaker ; 
but  the  Governor,  and  Judge  Spencer,  deemed  it  advisa- 
ble to  bring  forward  a  man  of  more  firmness  and  de- 
cision of  character.  They  accordingly  fixed  upon  Gen. 
German,  one  of  the  most  bitter  opponents  of  the  war 
in  1812,  who  had  actively  engaged  with  Mr.  Clinton, 
Mr.  Van  Cortland,  and  others,  in  the  attempt  to  de- 
feat Tompkins  and  Tayler  in  1813,  and,  at  this  time, 
was  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House  only  by  virtue  of  the 
joint  suffrages  of  Federalists  and  seceders  from  a  reg- 
ular party  nomination.  A  candidate  more  objection- 
able to  the  Anti-Clintonians,  and  the  wavering  Re- 
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publican  members,  could  not  well  have  been  selected. 
Mr.  German  himself,  regarded  the  use  of  his  name  as 
exceedingly  unwise,  but  he  was  persuaded  to  follow 
the  advice  of  his  friends.  At  the  Republican  caucus, 
on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  January,  there  were 
seventy-live  members  present.  On  the  ballot  for 
Speaker,  Mr.  Thompson  received  forty-two  votes,  and 
Gen.  German  thirty-three.  After  the  result  was  de- 
clared, the  friends  of  Mr.  German  refused  to  vote  for 
the  unanimous  nomination  of  Mr.  Thompson ;  al- 
ledging,  as  a  reason  for  thus  disregarding  the  usages 
of  the  party,  that  some  ten  or  fifteen  of  their  friends 
had  not  arrived,  and  that  an  unfair  arrangement  had 
been  made,  by  which  all  the  Bucktails  arrived  in  sea- 
son for  the  caucus.  It  is  evident  that  this  was  entire- 
ly an  after  thought ;  otherwise,  the  Clintonians  would 
never  have  consented  to  go  into  the  caucus  at  all. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  probably  is,  that  they  were 
disappointed  in  the  votes  of  some  whom  they  counted 
upon  as  their  truest  men. 

The  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced 
on  the  5th  of  January.  On  the  ballot  for  Speaker,  nei- 
ther of  the  candidates  had  a  majority  of  all  the  votes. 
Mr.  Thompson  was  supported  by  the  Bucktails,  Gen. 
German,  who  was  the  highest  on  the  list,  by  the  Clin- 
tonians, and  William  A.  Duer  by  the  Federalists. 
After  balloting  four  times,  with  nearly  the  same  re- 
sult, the  House,  adjourned.  On  the  6th  inst,  another 
ballot  was  had,  with  the  following  result :  for  German, 
fifty-five;  for  Thompson,  thirty-eight;  andforDner, 
twenty.  There  being  no  choice,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Gen.   Root,   that   Mr.   Thompson   be   appointed 
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Speaker,  which  was  lost,  but  forty-one  members  voting 
in  the  affirmative.  A  similar  motion,  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Duer,  received  but  thirty-one 
votes,  and  was  also  declared  lost.  A  resolution  was 
then  offered,  containing  the  name  of  Gen.  German, 
which  was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  sixty-seven  to  forty- 
eight.  Mr.  Duer,  and  John  A.  King,  also  a  Federal 
member  from  Queens  county,  voted  against  the  last 
resolution  ;  but  a  majority  of  the  Federal  members 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  The  Bucktails  opposed  Gen. 
German,  throughout ;  and  Gen.  Root,  and  a  few  others, 
supported  the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Duer.  The  result  of  this  contest  estranged  an  im- 
mense number  of  Democrats  in  the  country  from 
Gov.  Clinton  ;  and  Messrs.  Yates,  Childs,  and  Evans, 
of  the  Senate,  immediately  became  decided  in  their 
opposition  to  him.  It  was  reprehensible  enough,  in 
their  estimation,  to  refuse  to  abide  by  the  decision  of 
a  caucus ;  but  to  defeat  its  action,  by  the  assistance 
of  the  Federalists,  with  a  candidate  who,  to  use  his 
own  language,  wished  "to  regain  the  confidence  of 
his  old  friends,"  indicated  a  state  of  things  that 
might  well  excite  their  alarm  and  apprehension. 
Another  circumstance  that  contributed  to  strengthen 
the  prevailing  feeling  of  disaffection,  was  the  circu- 
lation of  a  report,  originating  with  the  opponents  of 
the  Governor,  and  wholly  without  foundation,  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of  Rufus  King, 
as  United  States  Senator.  This  report  placed  Mr. 
Clinton  in  a  very  embarrassing  position.  He  could 
not  admit  its  authenticity,  without  giving  dissatis- 
faction to  his  friends ;  when  he  attempted  to  deny 
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it,  he  was  met  with  the  charge  of  hypocrisy  ;  and  if 
he  endeavored  to  confirm  the  denial,  by  speaking 
against  Mr.  King  in  public,  that  gentleman's  friends 
forthwith  became  his  most  vindictive  opponents. 

The  last  caucus  held  by  the  two  parties  of  Repub- 
licans together,  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  nomina- 
ting a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator.  A  num- 
ber of  the  Clintonian  members  of  the  Legislature, 
wished  to  keep  the  party  united,  and  were  determined 
to  support  any  gentleman  who  should  be  nominated. 
Messrs.  Hammond,  Barstow,  and  Adams,  of  the  Sen- 
ate, were  especially  anxious  on  this  subject ;  but  Gov. 
Clinton,  Judge  Spencer,  and  a  majority  of  their  most  in- 
fluential friends,  were  entirely  indifferent.  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  Col.  Young,  were  not  present  at  the 
caucus,  and  it  is  pretty  certain  that  they  were  satisfied 
the  Clintonian  candidate,  John  C.  Spencer,  would  re- 
ceive a  majority  of  the  votes,  in  case  a  ballot  was  had. 
As  soon  as  the  meeting  was  organized,  several  of  the 
Anti-Clintonians  proceeded  to  denounce  the  Governor 
and  to  charge  his  friends  with  bad  faith,  in  not  sup- 
porting the  caucus  nomination  for  Speaker.  This  led 
to  a  violent  personal  altercation  between  Gen.  Ger- 
man and  Peter  R.  Livingston,  which  was  terminated 
by  the  adjournment  of  the  caucus,  without  transacting 
any  business.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  election 
of  a  Senator  in  Congress,  no  nomination  was  made  in 
the  Assembly.  Mr.  Spencer  received  fifty-four  votes, 
Col.  Young  forty-four,  and  Mr.  King  thirty-four. 
The  relative  strength  of  Mr.  Spencer  and  Col.  Young 
on  joint  ballot,  would   have  been  sixty-four  to  fifty- 
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seven,  if  the  Federalists  had  continued  to  adhere  to 
Mr.  King,  as  they  probably  would  have  done. 

At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1818.  most  of 
the  Republican  members  opposed  to  the  Governor, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Van  Burec,  Col.  Youngs 
and  Roger  Skinner,  were  unfriendly  to  his  scheme  of 
internal  improvements  ;  but,  during  the  winter  of  1819, 
a  change  of  policy  was  made  in  this  respect.  Gen. 
Root,  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  a  few  others,  who  had  been  the 
most  bitter  in  ridiculing  the  Governor's  projects,  held 
out  stoutly  in  their  opposition  ;  but  the  great  majority 
of  the  Bucktails,  either  from  a  desire  to  foil  in  with 
the  prevailing  sentiment  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State,  or  from  a  sincere  conviction  of  its  usefulness, 
became  converts  to  the  system  which  Mr.  Clinton  had 
advocated  and  defended,  by  so  many  able  arguments 
in  his  annual  speeches,  to  the  two  houses.  Not  content 
with  aiding  the  various  canal  measures  by  their  votes, 
they  even  went  so  far  as  to  accuse  Mr.  Clirrtoirs 
friends  of  hostility  to  the  public  works,  because  a  por- 
tion of  them  voted  against  a  general  expenditure 
of  money,  until  the  practicability  of  the  plan  was  con- 
clusively shown,  by  the  completion  of  certain  sections 
which  were  already  commenced.  The  circumstances 
attending  this  vote,  were  as  follows  :  When  the  canal 
bill  was  before  the  Senate,  Mr.  Hammond  moved  to 
strike  out  so  much  thereof  as  authorized  the  Canal 
Commissioners  to  open  a  canal  communication  be- 
tween the  Seneca  river  and  lake  Erie,  and  between 
Utica  and  the  Hudson  river,  and  accompanied  the 
motion  with  a  speech,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  was 
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decidedly  in  favor  of  constructing  the  whole  work,, 
but  he  believed  it  would  be  advisable  to  complete  the 
Champlain  canal,  and  the  middle  section  of  the  Erie 
canal,  in  order  to  ensure  a  continuance  of  public  con- 
fidence in  the  plan,  before  attempting  to  commence 
the  other  sections.  The  following  was  the  vote  on 
Mr.  Hammond's  motion  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Austin,  Barnum,  Barstow,  Bowne, 
Dayton.  Ditmus,  Hammond,  Livingston,  Lounsbury, 
Noyes,  Ross,  Swart — twelve. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Bates,  Childs,  Evans, 
Frey,  Hart,  Knox.  Mai  lory,  Rosekrantz,  Seymour, 
Skinner,  Van  Buren,  Wilson,  Yates,  Young — sixteen. 

Separate  motions  were  then  made,  by  Messrs.  Ross 
and  Hammond,  both  devoted  friends  of  Gov.  Ciinton, 
to  strike  out  the  clauses  authorizing  the  commence- 
ment of  the  work  on  the  eastern  and  western  sections, 
both  of  which  were  lost.  Most  of  the  Bucktail  Sena- 
tors, and  the  Clintonians  residing  in  the  western  part 
of  the  State,  voted  against  the  two  motions,  while  a 
majority  of  Mr.  Clinton's  friends  supported  them. 
The  result  of  these  votes  was  paraded  in  the  columns 
of  the  Albany  Argus,  which  had  now  become  the 
organ  of  the  Anti-Clintonians,  in  consequence  of  a 
rivalry  between  that  paper  and  the  Albany  Regis- 
ter, thou  under  the  control  of  Israel  W.  Clark, 
and  confidently  referred  to,  as  the  evidence  of  an  in- 
tention to  abandon  the  policy  which  had  so  long  been 
advocated  by  the  Governor's  friends.  A  pamphlet 
was  also  written,  by  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  then  a 
young  lawyer,  connected  in  business  with  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  rapidly  acquiring  professional  distinction, 
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in  which  the  same  view  of  the  subject  was  taken. 
This  document,  and  the  numbers  of  the  Albany  Argus 
having  reference  to  the  same  matter,  were  circulated 
all  over  the  State. 

The  choice  of  a  Canal  Commissioner,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Joseph  Elli- 
cott,  devolved  upon  the  Legislature  now  in  session. 
The  resignation  having  been  made  during  the  recess, 
Gov.  Clinton  had  temporarily  appointed  Mr.  Hart,  of 
the  Senate.  The  Anti-Clintonians  brought  forward 
the  name  of  Henry  Seymour,  who  was  elected  on 
joint  ballot,  by  one  majority.  The  Federalists  divided 
their  votes  between  the  two  candidates,  and  a  few  of 
the  Clintonians  supported  Mr.  Seymour,  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Hart.  Mr.  Buel  announced  the  result  of  this 
vote,  in  the  Argus,  in  the  following  terms  :  "  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Canal  Commissioners  are  now  politically 
opposed  to  the  Governor,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  a  person  who  wishes  to  obtain  employment  on  the 
canal,  as  agent,  contractor,  or  otherwise,  to  avow  him- 
self a  Clintonian."  These  successive  attacks  upon 
the  Governor,  in  relation  to  the  canals,  though  in 
most  respects  exceedingly  unjust  ;and  ungenerous, 
operated  powerfully  to  destroy  his  popularity  with 
the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Oakley,  at  the  head  of 
the  larger  portion  of  the  Federal  party,  was  maintain- 
ing a  dignified  neutrality,  but,  at  the  same  time,  ready 
to  unite  with  the  Governor,  as  soon  as  a  favora- 
ble opportunity  offered.  The  minority  of  the  Fed- 
eralists were,  in  like  manner,  preparing  to  follow 
Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  King  into  the  Bucktail  camp. 
Mr.  Van  Vechten,  and  his  ultra  Federal  friends,  were 
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mere  lookers  on,  while  these  movements  were  in  pro- 
gress. 

Chief  Justice  Thompson  was  made  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  this  winter,  and  Judge  Spencer  was  promoted 
to  his  place.  The  vacancy  on  the  bench  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  John  Woodworth.  While  this 
question  was  still  under  discussion,  a  project  was 
started,  of  adding  two  more  Judges  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  on  account  of  the  rapid  accumulation  of  busi- 
ness, and  the  delays  consequent  thereupon  ;  and  of 
conferring  the  three  appointments  on  Mr.  Wood- 
worth,  who  was  a  Clintonian,  Samuel  Jones,  Jr.,  a 
Federalist,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  ;  but  the  opposition 
of  the  old  Judges  to  this  sub-division  of  their  power 
and  patronage,  prevented  the  measure  from  being 
carried  into  effect. 

On  the  8th  day  of  February,  Mr.  Root  offered  a 
resolution  providing  for  the  call  of  a  Convention, 
"with  unlimited  powers,  to  revise,  alter,  or  modify 
the  Constitution."  Mr.  Bacon,  a  Clintonian  member 
from  Oneida  county,  supported  the  resolution.  John 
Van  Ness  Yates,  however,  made  a  speech  against  it. 
The  Federalists  also  opposed  it,  and  prevented  its 
adoption.  A  bill  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hawley,  the 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  providing  for 
their  re-organization,  and  establishing  the  system 
which  is  now  in  existence,  was  introduced  into  the 
Legislature,  and  became  a  law,  at  this  session. 

Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature, 
the  Clintonian  members  adopted,  and  signed,  an  ad- 
dress, written  by  Mr.  Hammond,  in  which  the  course 
of  the  Bucktails,  in  refusing  to  support  Mr.  Spencer 
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for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator,  was  comment- 
ed on  at  length,  and  the  motives  and  objects  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  others,  in  opposing  the  Governor, 
were  reviewed  with  great  ability;  while,  singularly- 
enough,  the  circumstances  attending  the  election  of 
Gen.  German  as  Speaker,  and  the  coldness  and  ill- 
temper  manifested  by  Gov.  Clinton  towards  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  Col.  Young,  from  the  commencement  of 
his  administration,  were  entirely  overlooked.  An 
address,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Marcy,  and  signed  by  the 
Bucktail  members,  was  also  published,  in  which  the 
reasons  of  their  opposition  to  Gov.  Clinton  were  stated 
with  great  distinctness  and  force. 

At  the  April  election,  the  war  between  the  Buck- 
tails  and  Clintonians  was  warmer  than  ever.     In  the 
Southern  Senatorial  District,  Peter  R.  Livingston  and 
John  Townsend,  the  Bucktail  candidates,  were  elected, 
over  James  Tallmadge  and  Pierre  Van  Cortland,  who 
were  supported  by  the  Clintonians.     In  the  Middle 
District,  a  great  majority  of  the  Republicans  were 
opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton,  and,  therefore,  the  Clintonians 
and  Federalists  united  in  the  nomination  of  Elisha 
Jenkins  and  Arunah  Metcalf.    This  nomination  would 
have  succeeded,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  Abra- 
ham Van  Vechten  and  Solomon  Southwick  took  the 
field  as  stump  candidates  ;  the  former  claiming  the 
support  of  the  ultra  Federalists,  and  the  latter  that  of 
the  ultra  Clintonians.     The  result  was,  the  election 
of  Charles  E.  Dudley  and  John  T.  Moore,  the  Buck- 
tail  candidates.     Benjamin  Moers,  Duncan  Mc  Mar- 
tin, and  Thomas  Frothingham,  elected  in  the  Eastern 
District;  and  Gideon  Granger  and  Lyman  Paine,  in 
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the  Western  District,  were  Clintonians.  A  majority 
of  the  members  elect  to  the  Assembly,  including  the 
Clintonian  Federalists,  were  friendly  to  the  State 
administration. 

The  Federalists,  in  those  counties  where  they  were 
in  a  minority,  supported  the  Clintonian  candidates,  at 
the  spring  election,  but  they  were  not  yet  completely 
identified  with  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton.  The  ope- 
rations of  the  Council  of  Appointment,  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1819,  tended  very  strongly  to  produce 
this  result.  New  Commissions  of  the  Peace  were 
issued  to  several  counties,  and  the  places  held  by 
Bucktails  were  promiscuously  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Clintonians  and  Federalists.  Richard  Riker 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city 
of  New- York,  and  Peter  A.  Jay,  an  honest  and  con- 
sistent, but  undeviating  Federalist,  was  appointed  in 
his  place.  In  the  month  of  July,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
removed  from  the  office  which  he  held,  and  Thomas 
J.  Oakley,  the  Federal  leader  in  the  Assembly,  ap- 
pointed Attorney  General  of  the  State. 

A  controversy  arose  this  summer,  between  Mr.  Mc 
Intyre,  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  and  the  Vice 
President,  Mr.  Tompkins,  in  relation  to  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  latter,  under  the  law  passed  at 
the  preceding  session  of  the  Legislature,  which  was 
continued  with  great  bitterness,  in  connection  with 
the  party  politics  of  the  State,  until  after  the  election 
in  1820.  Mr.  Tompkins,  while  Governor  of  the 
State,  had  expended  and  disbursed  several  millions 
of  dollars,  for  war  purposes.  Either  through  careless- 
ness in  making  payments  without  obtaining  the  ne- 
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cessary  vouchers,  or  in  mingling  the  funds  of  the 
public  with  his  own  private  money,  it  appeared  upon 
the  final  adjustment  of  his  accounts,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  which  he  could  give  no  account;  but  in  order 
to  balance  the  deficiency,  he  claimed  a  set  off  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  commissions.  In  the 
year  1818,  the  Legislature  had  appointed  William  A. 
Bayard,  Cadwallader  I).  Colden,  and  Robert  Bogar- 
dus,  Commissioners  to  adjust  the  accounts,  on  princi- 
ples of  equity.  Mr.  Bogardus  did  not  act  on  the 
commission.  Messrs.  Colden  and  Bayard,  both  of 
whom  were  politically  opposed  to  the  Vice  President, 
madeareport  to  the  Legislature  in  1819,  in  which  they 
paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  services  of  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, and  recommended  that  a  liberal  allowance  should 
be  made  to  him  for  commissions.  A  bill  was  therefore 
passed,  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, directing  the  Comptroller  to  settle  the  accounts, 
and  to  allow  the  Vice  President  the  market  premium 
on  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars,  which  he  had 
borrowed  on  his  own  personal  responsibility,  and 
upon  the  pledge  of  United  States  stock  and  treasury 
notes.  The  premium  on  this  amount,  if  allowed,, 
would  have  shown  a  balance  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tompkins. 
The  Comptroller  became  alarmed  at  this  demand,  and 
adopted  a  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  act,  which 
was  evidently  foreign  from  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature, because  all  the  facts  were  before  them,  and  dis- 
puted the  allowance  in  toto]  on  the  ground  that  the 
money  had  been  borrowed  on  a  pledge  of  stock  and 
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treasury  notes,  and  not  strictly  on  the  personal  re- 
sponsibility of  Mr.  Tompkins.  This  determination 
of  the  Comptroller  put  an  end  to  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts ;  and  although  he  offered  to  submit  the 
decision  of  the  question  to  different  law  officers  of  the 
State,  the  Vice  President  declined  taking  that  course, 
for  the  reason,  that  all,  or  a  majority,  of  the  persons 
selected  as  umpires,  were  his  warmest  political  oppo- 
nents. A  protracted  correspondence  ensued  between 
these  two  gentlemen,  which  was  published  and  circu- 
lated through  the  State. 

The  Legislature  convened  in  January,  1820,  for 
the  regular  annual  session.  John  C.  Spencer  was 
chosen  Speaker.  The  vote  on  this  question  stood : 
for  Spencer,  sixty-four ;  for  Peter  Sharpe,  fifty ;  and 
scattering,  seven.  The  first  business  of  importance 
that  engaged  the  attention  of  the  members,  was 
the  election  of  a  United  States  Senator,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  King.  An  able  pamphlet,  written  jointly  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Marcy,  had  been  published 
and  distributed  among  the  Republican  members,  a 
few  weeks  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, in  which  the  Federalists  were  divided  into  three 
classes,  viz :  the  violent  politicians,  who  were  deter- 
mined to  rule  or  ruin ;  the  drilled  partizans,  who 
thought  the  Avar  impolitic,  and  therefore  opposed  Mr. 
Madison's  administration  ;  and  the  men  who,  not- 
withstanding their  opposition  to  the  Republican  party, 
felt  themselves  bound  by  their  obligations  to  the  coun- 
try, to  support  the  war  measures  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. The  authors  of  this  document  alledged, 
that  Mr  King  belonged  to  the  third  and  last  class,  as 
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was  the  case  in  point  of  fact,  and  therefore  advised 
his  re-election.  This  recommendation  was  strangely 
inconsistent  with  the  charge  formerly  made  against 
Gov.  Clinton,  by  the  Bncktails,  that  he  was  friendly 
to  Mr.  King,  as  if  that  were  a  heinous  sin  in  him, 
which  was  a  commendable  virtue  in  others ;  but  the 
grand  secret  at  the  foundation  of  this  whole  move- 
ment was,  that  Mr.  King  was  opposed  to  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Clinton,  as  was  stated  in  the  pamphlet, 
and  urged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Republican 
members.  This  attempt  to  withdraw  a  portion  of 
the  Federalists  from  the  support  of  Mr.  Clinton,  only 
partially  succeeded.  Mr.  King  was  unanimously  re- 
turned to  the  Senate,  however,  as  the  Federalists, 
under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Oakley,  did  not  seem  to  have 
sufficient  spirit  to  desert  their  old  candidate,  and  the 
Clintonians  were  powerless  without  their  assistance. 
Gov.  Clinton  fell  in  with  the  popular  current  this 
winter,  and  recommended  in  his  annual  speech,  that 
a  State  Convention  should  be  called,  with  limited 
powers,  to  abolish  the  Council  of  Appointment,  and 
consider  other  amendments  that  might  be  proposed. 
A  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Legislature,  in  con- 
formity with  this  recommendation,  but,  as  the  Feder- 
alists were  opposed  to  a  Convention,  and  the  Buck- 
tails  desired  to  have  one  called  with  unlimited  pow- 
ers, it  failed  of  becoming  a  law. 

A  resolution  passed  both  houses  of  the  Legislature, 
unanimously,  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  instruct- 
ing the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Representatives 
from  this  State,  to  support  Mr.  James  Talhnadge.  in 
his  objection  to  the  admission  of  the  territory  of  Mis- 
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souri  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  on  the  ground  that 
her  constitution  expressly  tolerated  slavery. 

The  Council  of  Appointment  chosen  this  year,  by 
the  joint  votes  of  the  Clintonians  and  Federalists, 
consisted  of  John  D.  Ditmus,  John  Lounsbury,  Levi 
Adams,  and  Ephraim  Hart,  all  of  whom,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Ditmus,  were  Clintonians.  As  most 
of  the  offices  in  the  State  were  already  filled  by  Clin- 
tonians, few  changes  were  made  by  the  new  Council. 

On  the  28th  day  of  January,  Gen.  Root  offered  a 
resolution,  providing  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  Judge  William  W.  Yan  Ness,  with  a  view  to  his  im- 
peachment. The  charge  preferred  against  the  Judge, 
originally  appeared  in  the  New- York  American,  and 
was,  in  substance,  that  he  had  received  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  for  his  assistance  in  procuring 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  America.  From  the  testi- 
mony of  Elisha  Williams,  who  was  a  party  to  the 
transaction,  it  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any 
foundation  for  the  charge,  and  it  was  suffered  to  fall 
to  the  ground.  Judge  Van  Ness  was  a  veiy  sensitive 
man,  and  this  attack  upon  his  character  affected  his 
health  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  never  entirely  recov- 
ered it. 

On  the  9th  day  of  March,  a  select  committee  of  the 
Senate,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  transactions 
between  the  Vice  President  and  the  Comptroller,  as 
reported  by  the  Latter  officer,  made  an  able  report, 
through  their  Chairman,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  recom- 
mending the  pa>saLr<"  <>f  a  hill  allowing  Mr.  Tompkins 
a  premium  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  on  one  mil- 
lion and  fifty  thousand   dollars,  which  would  leave  a 
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balance  due  him  of  nearly  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
This  bill  was  but  feebly  opposed  in  the  Senate,  and 
it  passed  by  a  majority  of  two  to  one.  Mr.  VanBuren 
occupied  a  portion  of  two  days,  in  the  delivery  of 
one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  effective  speeches  that 
had  been  made  in  that  body  for  several  years.  He 
was  listened  to  with  deep  attention,  and  the  eloquent 
terms  in  which  he  alluded  to  the  services  of  the  Vice 
President,  produced  a  powerful  impression.  Mr. 
Granger,  who  had  formerly  been  Postmaster  General 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  a  man  of  conceded 
ability,  published  a  written  argument  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  but  it  was  tame  and  spiritless,  and  failed 
of  counteracting  the  effect  of  that  gentleman's  speech. 
The  committee  in  the  House,  to  whom  the  same  sub- 
ject had  been  referred,  of  which  Jedediah  Miller,  of 
Schoharie,  was  Chairman,  made  their  report  on  the 
16th  of  March.  This  document  presented  the  facts 
of  the  case  in  a  clear  and  forcible  light,  and  concluded 
with  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  house,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Comptroller,  in  regard  to  the  auditing 
and  settling  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
Esq.,  late  Governor  of  this  State,  both  previous  to, 
and  under  the  act  of  the  13th  of  April,  1819,  has 
been  that  of  a  firm,  faithful,  and  intelligent  public 
officer,  and  meets  the  full  and  entire  approbation  of 
this  house." 

This  resolution,  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  led 
to  an  animated  discussion,  which  continued  for  seve- 
ral days  in  succession.     Able  speeches,  in  support  of 
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the  views  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  House  com- 
mittee, were  made  by  Messrs.  Thomas  J.  Oakley, 
John  C.  Spencer,  Elisha  Williams,  James  McKown, 
Charles  H.  Ruggles,  George  Tibbits,  John  Miller,  and 
others.  The  most  eloquent  speakers  in  defense  of 
the  Vice  President  were,  Messrs.  Root,  Sharpe,  Ro- 
main,  Ulshoeffer,  John  T.  Irving,  and  Seymour.  The 
Senate  bill  was  amended  in  the  House,  by  stri- 
king out  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  a  pro- 
vision requiring  the  Comptroller  to  institute  a  suit 
against  Mr.  Tompkins,  if  the  balance  alledged  to  be 
due  to  the  State  was  not  paid  by  the  1st  day  of  Au- 
gust ;  with  permission  to  the  defendant  therein,  to  set 
off  his  claim  for  premiums,  under  the  act  of  1819. 
In  this  shape  the  bill  finally  passed. 

Both  parties  in  the  Legislature  occupied  a  singular 
position  in  reference  to  the  controversy  between  the 
Comptroller  and  the  Vice  President.  It  was  conceded 
on  all  hands,  that  Mr.  Mclntyrewas  a  faithful  and  cor- 
rect public  officer ;  and  that  Mr.  Tompkins  had  render- 
ed invaluable  services  to  the  State,  during  the  progress 
of  the  war.  No  one  charged  the  late  Governor  with 
any  intentional  waste,  or  appropriation  to  his  own 
use,  of  the  public  money ;  but  his  friends  were  deter- 
mined that  a  certain  sum  should  be  paid  to  him  as  a 
debt  actually  due,  although  the  item  upon  which  they 
fixed  was  one  for  which  the  General  Government 
was,  in  fact,  responsible  ;  while  the  opposition  in- 
tended that  the  amount  should  be  bestowed  on  him 
as  a  gratuity.  The  difference  between  the  two  parties 
might  have  been  easily  reconciled,  had  not  both  been 
desirous  of  making  political  capital  out  of  the  question. 
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At  the  caucus  of  the  Republican  members  of  the 
Legislature,  opposed  to  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
sixty-four  gentlemen  were  present.  On  balloting  for 
a  candidate  for  Governor,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  re- 
ceived rifty-two  votes,  and  was  duly  nominated.  Ben- 
jamin Mooers,  of  Pittsburgh,  who  had  been  elected 
to  the  Senate,  from  the  Eastern  District,  as  a  Clinto- 
nian.  but  soon  after  became  a  zealous  Anti-Clintonian, 
was  nominated  for  Lieut.  Governor. 

The  Republican  friends  of  the  Governor,  who  were 
in  a  minority,  affected  to  disapprove  of  making  nomi- 
nations by  Legislative  caucuses,  and  therefore  called 
a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Albany,  at  which 
Dewitt  Clinton,  and  John  Tayler,  were  again  put  in 
nomination. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


1820 — Course  of  William  A.  Duer,  and  "  the  hiarh-minded  Federal- 
ists*' — Re-election  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Tayler — The  New- 
York  Statesman — Appointment  of  Messrs.  Leake  and  Cantine  as 
State  Printers — Agitation  of  the  question  of  holding  a  Convention 
to  revise  the  Constitution — Extra  Session  of  the  New-York  Leg- 
islature— Interference  of  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Government 
in  the  State  Elections — Choice  of  Electors — Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Tompkins  re-elected  as  President  and  Vice  President — Course  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  his  friends,  on  the  Convention  question — Dis- 
cussion in  the  Legislature—Passage  of  the  Convention  bill,  and  its  re- 
turn by  the  Council  of  Revision  with  their  objections—Vote  of  Judge 
Woodworth  in  the  Council — Setllement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr. 
Tompkins — Controversy  between  Gov.  Clinton  and  the  Senate — 
John  W.  Taylor  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
— Legislative  Session  of  1821 — '  Green  Bag  Message'  of  the  Gov- 
ernor — Discussion  on  the  different  Convention  bills — Final  pas- 
sage of  the  act  submitting  the  question  to  the  people,  and  authoriz- 
ing a  Convention  to  be  held — Mr.  Van  Buren  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate — Benjamin  Knower — Samuel  A.  Talcott — Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer — April  Hlection — Decision  of  the  people  in  favor 
of  a  Convention — Election  of  Delegates — Ezekiel  Bacon — John 
Duer — Samuel  Nelson — Jacob  Sutherland — William  L.  Stone — 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention — Adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
and  adjournment  of  the  Convention — Mr.  Taylor  defeated  in  the 
contest  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives — Legislative 
Session  of  1822 — Discussion  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  the 
custom,  requiring  the  Governor  to  deliver  a  speech  at  the  corn- 
men  il  of  the  session — New  Apportionment  of  the  Le^isla- 
t.1;-, — The  Lotterj  system — Ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the 
—Difficulty  in  regard  to  the  Albany  J '-  >t  Office — Refusal  of 
Mr.  Clinton  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election — Canvass  for  the 
r,  i]  i.  Lection  of  Judge  Fates — Solomon  Southwick 
nominated  in  opposition,  as  a  stump  candidate — L822. 

(  >ne  of  the  strongest  objections  urged  against  Gov. 
Clinton,  and  pertinaciously  adhered  to  by  the  Buck- 
tails,  and  that  portion  of  the  Federal  party  who  acted 
in  concert  with   William  A.  Duer,  and  the  sons  of 
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Alexander  Hamilton  and  Rufus  King,  was,  that  his 
confidential  friends,  and  personal  favorites,  had  lost 
all  their  independence  of  character,  and  exhibited  a 
degrading  subserviency  to  his  wishes,  calculated  to 
excite  no  other  feeling  but  that  of  disgust,  among 
high-minded  and  honorable  men.  It  was  also  said, 
that  Mr.  Clinton  labored  to  establish  a  mere  personal 
party,  and  encouraged  the  laudatory  encomiums  upon 
his  public  course,  pronounced  by  the  flatterers  who 
surrounded  him.  On  the  14th  day  of  April,  an  ad- 
dress was  issued  to  the  people  of  the  State,  by  Mr. 
Duer  and  his  Federal  friends,  setting  forth  their  rea- 
sons for  opposing  the  re-election  of  Gov.  Clinton,  and 
avowing  their  determination  to  support  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, and  to  unite  with  the  Republican  party.  The 
names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  who  were  known 
as  "  the  high-minded  Federalists."  were  signed  to  the 
address:  Alanson  Austin,  H.  B.  Bender,  Livingston 
Billings,  Henry  Brown,  Levi  Callendar,  James  Clapp, 
Glen  Cuyler,  Thomas  J.  Delancy,  Joshua  A.  Dewitt, 
Isaac  Dubois,  John  Duer,  William  A.  Duer,  Elisha 
Ely,  Charles  A.  Foot,  Ebenezer  Griffin.  James  A. 
Hamilton,  John  C.  Hamilton,  A.  B.  Hasbronck,  Jona- 
than Hasbrouck,  Josiah  O.  Hoffman,  David  Hudson, 
Charles  King,  John  A.  King,  James  Lynch,  Morris 
S.  Miller,  Peter  Jay  Monroe,  H.  Montgomery,  T.  S. 
Morgan,  John  C.  Morris,  Thomas  Mumford,  W.  W. 
Mumford,  Garrit  Post,  Tracy  Robinson,  Zebulon  R. 
Shepherd,  Wm.  P.  Sherman,  R.  W.  Stoddard,  Elisha 
B.  Strong,  John  Suydam,  George  F.  Tallman,  George 
W.  Tibbits,  H.  Vanderlyn,  Johnson  Verplanck,  Thom- 
as G.  Waterman,  John  L.  Wendell,  Melancthon  Whee- 
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ler,  Joshua  Whitney,  George  D.  Wickham,  and  Jeffrey 
Wisner.  This  list  formed  an  array  of  talent,  wealth, 
and  standing  in  society,  which  would  certainly  have 
proved  exceedingly  formidable,  had  they  been  able  to 
carry  a  very  large  number  of  the  rank  and  file  with 
them,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton ;  but  the  great  body 
of  the  Federalists  attached  themselves  to  the  Clinto- 
nian  Republicans,  who  constituted  a  small  minority 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

The  election  was  extremely  close.  The  Bucktails, 
who  now  termed  themselves  '  the  Republican  party,' 
elected  seventy  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  and  in- 
creased their  majority  in  the  Senate.  Mr.  Clinton, 
however,  was  re-elected  Governor,  by  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  majority.  This  result 
was  produced  by  the  strong  vote  cast  in  his  favor  in 
the  Eastern  and  Western  Districts,  both  of  which 
were  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  canal 
policy,  and  by  the  efforts  of  the  friends  and  patrons 
of  the  literary  and  scientific  institutions  in  the  State, 
with  whom  the  Governor  had  always  been  a  favorite. 
By  far  the  larger  proportion  of  the  Federalists  sup- 
ported Mr.  Clinton,  while  nearly  all  the  old  Re- 
publicans took  a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Tompkins.  The  Senators  chosen  this  year,  were 
Walter  Bownc  and  John  Lefferts,  in  the  Southern' 
District;  William  C.  Bouck,  Tilly  Lynde,  and  John 
Miller,  in  the  .Middle;  and  Ephraim  Hart,  Oliver 
Forward,  and  Elijah  Miller,  in  the  Western  District. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  not  re-elected  to  the  Senate. 

Soon  after  the  election,  the  name  of  the  Albany 
Register  was  changed    to  "The  New- York  States- 
15 
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man,"  and  the  paper  was  placed  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  N.  H.  Carter,  a  young  man  of  fine  talents 
as  a  writer,  who  had  recently  removed  from  New 
Hampshire.  On  the  25th  day  of  August,  Jesse  Buel 
sold  his  interest  in  the  Argus,  to  Isaac  Q,.  Leake  and 
Moses  I.  Cantine,  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren.  This  last  arrangement  was  made  in  pursuance 
of  an  understanding  with  the  leading  men  in  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  Messrs.  Cantine  and  Leake  were 
subsequently  appointed  State  Printers,  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Republicans  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  held  at  Tammany  Hall,  in  the  month 
of  August,  of  which  Stephen  Allen  was  Chairman, 
and  Adrian  Hagerman,  Secretary,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  in  favor  of  calling  a  Convention,  with  unlim- 
ited powers,  to  amend  the  State  Constitution.  Here- 
tofore, a  difference  of  opinion  had  existed  among  the 
Republicans,  in  relation  to  the  details  of  this  measure, 
but  the  whole  party  this  summer  took  the  broad, 
ground  laid  down  in  the  Tammany  resolution,  as  the 
only  effectual  way  of  destroying  the  influence  and 
popularity  of  Gov.  Clinton. 

The  Presidential  election  in  1S20,  was  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  form.  The  Republicans  had  re-nominated  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Tompkins,  but  the  Federalists  did 
not  bring  any  candidates  into  the  field,  or  make  any 
serious  opposition  to  the  Democratic  nomination. 
The  New- York  Legislature  met  on  the  7th  day  of 
November,  for  the  choice  of  Electors.  Peter  Sharper 
the  Republican  candidate,  was  elected  Speaker,  over 
John  C.  Spencer,  by  a  vote  of  sixty-nine  to  fifty-two.. 
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Derick  L.  Vanderheyden  was  chosen  Clerk,  in  oppo- 
sition to  Aaron  Clark,  who  occasionally  belonged  to 
both  parties,  by  one  majority.  The  Governor's  speech 
was  an  able  document,  and  recommended  the  passage 
of  a  law  providing  for  the  choice  of  Presidential 
Electors  by  the  people,  by  general  ticket,  until  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  should  be  so  amend- 
ed as  to  require  them  to  be  chosen  in  single  districts ; 
and  also,  that  the  question  of  calling  a  Convention  to 
amend  the  State  Constitution,  should  be  presented  to 
the  people  for  their  decision.  The  Governor  likewise 
alluded  to  the  interference  of  the  officers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  the  State  elections,  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  :  "  The  apprehensions  which  some  of  our 
wisest  statesmen  entertained,  at  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution,  that  the  State  Governments  would  con- 
stantly encroach  on  the  powers  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, appear  not  to  have  been  realized.  The 
practical  tendency  has  been  in  the  opposite  direction. 
The  power  of  the  General  Administration  has  in- 
creased with  the  extension  of  its  patronage.  And  if 
the  officers  under  its  appointment  shall  see  6a,  as  an 
organized  and  disciplined  corps,  to  interfere  in  the 
State  elections,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  found  a  be- 
coming disposition  in  the  people  to  resist  these  alarm- 
ing attempts  upon  the  purity  and  independence  of 
their  local  governments:  for,  whenever  the  pillars 
which  support  the  edifice  of  the  General  Government, 
are  undermined  and  prostrated,  the  whole  fabric  of 
National  freedom  and  prosperity  will  be  crushed  in 
ruin.  I  have'  considered  it  my  solemn  duly  to  pro- 
test against  these  unwarrantable  intrusions  of  extra- 
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neous  influence,  and  I  hope  that  the  National  Legis- 
lature will  not  he  regardless  of  its  duty  on  this  occa- 
sion." 

On  the  8th  of  November,  the  Assembly  elected 
Walter  Bowne,  John  T.  Moore,  Roger  Skinner,  and 
David  E.  Evans,  members  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment. All  these  gentlemen  were  politically  opposed 
to  Gov.  Clinton.  Some  little  objection  was  manifest- 
ed to  the  selection  of  Mr.  Skinner,  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  been  appointed  District  Judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Northern  District  of  New- York,  and 
that  the  Senate  had  formerly  decided  that  it  was  in- 
compatible for  a  person  to  hold  an  office  under  the 
General  Government,  and  at  the  same  time  have  a 
seat  in  the  New- York  Legislature.  This  question, 
however,  was  not  raised  in  a  constitutional  manner, 
and  Mr.  S.  retained  undisturbed  possession  of  his 
place. 

The  Republican  candidates  for  Presidential  Elec- 
tors were  chosen  on  the  9th  of  November,  by  eighteen 
majority  th  the  House,  and  eight  in  the  Senate,  over 
the  ClhVonian  ticket.  Monroe  and  Tompkins  were 
elected  almost  without  opposition — the  former  re- 
ceiving two  hundred  and  thirty-one  of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  Electoral  votes,  and  the  latter 
two  hundred  and  eighteen. 

It  had  been  already  determined  by  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  his  associate  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  that 
the  Convention  measure  should  be  pressed  through, 
while  they  had  the  power  of  controlling  it ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, Mr.  UlshoerYer,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  that  part  of  the  Governor's  speech  relating 
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to  the  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  promptly  report- 
ed a  bill  for  calling  a  Convention,  with  unlimited 
powers,  and  providing  for  the  submission  of  the 
amendments  adopted  by  that  body,  to  the  electors  of 
the  State.  The  first  clause  of  the  bill  was  passed 
unanimously ;  but  John  C.  Spencer,  and  Mr.  Ford, 
opposed  some  of  the  details  of  the  act;  and,  no  doubt, 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  Clintonians,  as  a  party,  that 
the  whole  question  should  be  postponed  until  the  re- 
turns of  the  United  States  census,  taken  this  year, 
should  be  before  the  Legislature.  This  position  was 
assumed  by  the  speakers  on  their  side,  in  order,  as 
they  contended,  that  the  people  might  be  more  fairly 
represented  in  the  Convention ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  Clintonians  might,  perhaps,  secure  more  del- 
egates than  they  would  be  likely  to  do  under  the 
existing  apportionment.  An  effort  was  also  made  to 
have  the  question  submitted,  in  the  first  place,  to  the 
electors,  whether  or  no  a  Convention  should  be  called. 
This  proposition,  and  all  other  amendments  offered 
by  the  Clintonian  members,  were  strenuously  resisted 
by  Gen.  Root,  Mr.  Ulshoeffer,  and  others.  Mr.  U.had 
formerly  favored  the  idea  of  a  preliminary  submission, 
but  he  changed  his  position  on  the  subject  during  the 
recess.  The  Convention  bill  passed  both  houses  of 
the  Legislature  on  the  18th  day  of  November,  and  on 
the  20th  of  the  same  month  it  was  considered  in  the 
Council  of  Revision.  The  vote  in  that  body  was  a 
tie,  and  the  hill  was  rejected  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Governor.  Chancellor  Kent,  and  Chief  Justice 
Spencer,  voted  against  tin-  hill,  and  Judges  Yates  and 
Woodworth,  in  its  favor.    Judge  \  an  Ness,  and  .\\k]^c 
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Piatt,  were  absent  from  the  Council,  in  the  discharge 
of  their  official  duties,  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken. 

The  vote  of  Judge  Woodworth,  in  the  Council,  was 
entirely  unexpected  by  the  Clintonians,  as  he  had  re- 
ceived his  appointment  from  their  hands,  and  was 
supposed  to  be  perfectly  reliable.  At  the  same  time, 
a  suit  was  pending  in  the  Court  of  Errors,  upon  a 
judgment  rendered  in  the  Supreme  Court,  against  Mr. 
Woodworth,  as  the  endorser  of  a  promissory  note,  for 
several  thousand  dollars,  which  he  alledged  had  been 
materially  altered  after  its  execution  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumstance gave  rise  to  the  report,  that  there  was  either 
a  secret  understanding  between  the  Judge  and  the 
Republican  majority  in  the  Senate,  who  composed  the 
Court  of  Errors,  or  that  he  was  anxious  to  secure 
their  good  wishes  in  advance  of  the  argument  of  the 
cause.  The  case  was  afterwards  decided  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Woq-dworth,  by  the  votes  of  seventeen  Republi- 
can Senators,  and  one  Clintonian  ;  Chancellor  Kent 
and  nine  Senators  voting  to  affirm  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court ;  but  there  is  no  reasonable  founda- 
tion for  the  supposition  that  the  Judge  was  influenced 
by  any  other  than  the  most  honorable  motives.  The 
Clintonians,  generally,  professed  to  agree  with  him  as 
to  the  propriety  of  calling  a  Convention,  and  his  vote 
in  the  Council  showed  that  he  only  disagreed  with 
them  in  relation  to  the  details  of  the  bill. 

The  Convention  bill  was  returned  to  the  Assembly, 
on  the  20th  of  November,  with  the  objections  of  the 
Council.  These  were  drawn  up  by  Chancellor  Kent, 
and  mainly  confined  to  two  points  :  first,  that  the 
Legislature  had  not  the  rio-ht,  under  the  Constitution 
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of  1777,  to  create  a  Convention  with  unlimited  pow- 
ers, even  to  propose  amendments  ;  and  second,  that, 
if  the  authority  were  conceded,  the  bill  should  con- 
tain a  clause  requiring  the  amendments  to  be  sub- 
mitted separately,  and  not  in  gross.  The  return  of 
the  bill  to  the  House,  occasioned  great  excitement,  but 
the  whole  subject  was  disposed  of,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ulshoeffer,  by  laying  the  bill,  and  the  objections  of 
the  Council,  on  the  table.  The  Republican  members 
were,  probably,  as  well  satisfied  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  Council,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  party 
were  concerned,  as  if  they  had  approved  of  the  bill. 
The  feeling  had  become  general,  that  a  Convention 
.should  be  called  to  revise  the  Constitution,  and  this 
opposition  of  the  Chancellor  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  whom  it  was  intended  to  revolution- 
ize out  of  office,  only  increased  the  prejudices  already 
existing  against  them. 

The  vexed  question  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, was  settled  at  the  extra  session,  by  the  passage 
of  a  bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Skinner,  acknowledging  the 
acceptance,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  of  a  release  executed 
by  the  Vice  President  of  all  his  claims,  and  directing 
the  Comptroller  to  file  the  same  in  his  office,  and  bal- 
ance his  books.  Gen.  Root  also  made  an  ineffectual 
attempt,  at  this  session,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
bill,  declaring  that  slavery  could  not  exist  in  this 
State,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  the  Constitution 
;ind  Laws  of  the  State. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Clintonian  members  of  the  Assembly  was 
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held,  at  which  John  C.  Spencer,  Samuel  M.  Hopkins,. 
Herman  Gansevoort,  Howland  Fish,  and  Myron  Hol- 
ley,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address 
to  their  constituents  on  the  subject  of  the  Convention 
bill"  which  had  been  vetoed  by  the  Council.  An  address 
was  drafted  by  Mr.  Spencer,  which  set  forth  the  posi- 
tion he  and  his  friends  had  occupied,  with  ability  and 
clearness,  but,  as  the  great  majority  of  the  people  had 
become  fully  persuaded  that  the  Clintonians  were  in- 
sincere in  their  course  upon  the  Convention  question,, 
it  failed  of  producing  any  very  decided  impression. 

An  exceedingly  unfortunate  collision  occurred  be- 
tween Gov.  Clinton  and  the  Republican  Senators,  on 
the  day  of  the  adjournment.  On  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber, a  resolution  had  passed  the  Senate,  requesting  the 
Governor  to  communicate  the  information  in  his  pos- 
session relative  to  the  interference  of  the  General 
Government,  or  its  officers,  in  the  State  elections,  as 
mentioned  in  his  speech  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  ;  and  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  he  ad- 
dressed the  following  communication  "  to  the  Senate :"' 

fC  Gentlemen — Fully  appreciating  the  patriotic 
solicitude  of  the  Senate  to  prevent  all  unwarrantable 
intrusions  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  State,  I  have 
received  their  application  for  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  great  pleasure,  and  I  shall,  in  due  timer 
make  them  a  communication,  which,  I  trust,  will  be 
satisfactory  in  its  nature,  and  salutary  in  its  tendency- 

"DEW1TT  CLINTON." 

The  cavalier  tone  of  this  communication,  and  the- 
indirect  insult  probably  intended  to  be  conveyed,  ex- 
cited a  bitter  and  vindictive  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
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Republican  members  of  the  Senate,  which  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  im- 
mediately introduced  by  Peter  R.  Livingston,  with  a 
speech  remarkable  for  the  harshness  of  its  epithets, 
and  the  severity  of  its  denunciations  : 

"  Whereas,  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  in  his  re- 
ply to  the  call  of  the  Senate  for  information,  relative 
to  the  General  Government,  or  its  officers,  as  an  or- 
ganized corps,  interfering  in  our  elections,  has  not 
furnished  the  Senate  with  any  evidence  in  support  of 
such  charges.  And  whereas,  it  is  highly  improper 
that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State  should  crimi- 
nate the  administration  of  the  General  Government, 
without  ample  testimony  in  his  possession  ;  by  reason 
whereof,  the  good  people  of  this  State  may  have  their 
confidence  in  the  General  Government  greatly  im- 
paired :  therefore, 

';  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  repose  the  strictest  con- 
fidence in  the  patriotism  and  integrity  of  the  General 
Government,  and  will  not  change  such  opinion,  or 
yield  to  any  insinuationsagainstsuch  administration, 
but  upon  full  and  satisfactory  testimony." 

Although  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
was  attempted  to  be  justified,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  Governor  had  made  a  charge  against  the  National 
administration,  without  the  necessary  proof  to  sustain 
it,  its  tone  was  equally  offensive  and  reprehensible 
with  the  previous  communication  of  His  Excellency; 
and,  as  such,  it  certainly  justified  the  following  la- 
conic reply  which  ho  addressed  t<>  the  Senate,  on  tli'' 
morning  of  the  21sf  instant  : 

"Gentlemen   -1  have  this  moment  received  a  n 
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olution  of  your  honorable  body,  which,  as  well  as  the 
one  to  which  it  refers,  I  shall  fully  notice  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Legislature ;  and  shall,  therefore,  at 
this  late  hour,  pass  it  over  with  the  expression  of  my 
sincere  regret,  that  any  branch  of  the  Legislature 
should,  in  so  unprecedented  a  manner,  lose  sight  of 
the  respect  due  to  itself,  and  the  courtesy  due  to  a 
co-ordinate  department  of  the  Government. 

"  DEWITT  CLINTON." 

The  majority  in  the  Senate  were  determined  to 
maintian  their  dignity,  against  what  they  considered 
the  original  unjustifiable  attack  of  the  Governor  on 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  his  subsequent  arraignment  of  "a 
co-ordinate  department  of  the  Government,"  and,  of 
course,  exhibited  additional  ill-temper  and  vindictive- 
ness  of  feeling.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Skinner,  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Governor  was  directed  to  be  returned  to 
him;  seventeen  Senators  voting  in  the  affirmative. 
No  further  proceedings  were  had  upon  this  subject 
previous  to  the  adjournment. 

The  annual  session  of  Congress  commenced  in 
December,  and  the  election  of  the  Speaker  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  the  Republican  members  from  this 
State  who  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton,  to  exhibit 
their  animosity,  toward  one  of  his  supporters.  John 
W.  Taylor,  of  Saratoga,  was  brought  forward  by  the 
members  from  the  non-slaveholding  States,  in  opposi- 
tion to  two  Southern  candidates.  He  had  long  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Democratic  party;  had  op- 
posed the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  America,  while  in 
the  New- York  Senate  ;  and  supported  the  war  meas- 
ures of  Madison's  administration  ;  but  those  members 
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trora  this  State,  who  were  politically  hostile  to  Mr. 
Clinton,  refused  to  vote  for  him,  because  he  had  sus- 
tained the  Governor.  He  was  elected,  however,  by  a 
small  majority,  and  proved  to  be  a  capable  and  effi- 
cient presiding  officer. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  re-assembled  on  the 
9th  day  of  January,  1S21.  The  Governor  sent  a 
special  message  to  the  Assembly,  in  relation  to  the 
interference  of  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  the  State  elections,  accompanied  with  a  great 
number  of  certificates,  depositions,  and  communica- 
tions. These  documents  were  so  voluminous,  that 
they  were  sent  to  the  House  in  a  green  bag ;  and  the 
message  was  ever  after  known,  as  "  the  Green  Bag 
Message."  The  evidence  relied  on  by  the  Governor 
to  sustain  the  charge  he  had  previously  made,  was, 
to  a  great  extent,  of  a  loose  and 'unsatisfactory  char- 
acter ;  and  the  only  officers  who  were  shown  posi- 
tively to  have  interfered  in  the  preceding  State  elec- 
tion, were  Mr.  Decatur,  the  Naval  Store-keeper  at 
Brooklyn,  and  a  few  other  United  States  officers,  who 
had  exerted  themselves  to  defeat  the  Clintonian  ticket 
in  the  county  of  Kings.  The  Governor  also  reminded 
the  House  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1790,  declaring  that  it  was  improper  for  a 
Federal  officer  to  hold  a  seat  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. Among  the  papers  accompanying  the  message, 
was  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren,  addressed  to  Henry 
Meigs,  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  urging  the  immediate  removal  of  a  num- 
ber of  Clintonian  Deputy  Postmasters,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  his  own  friends  to  supply  the  vacancies. 


236  POLITICAL    PARTIES 

The  writer  of  the  letter  assured  his  correspondent 
that  the  desired  changes  were  necessary,  in  order  to 
"  alarm"  the  Clintonians,  and  added:  "If  any  thing  is 
done,  let  it  be  done  quickly."  This  letter  has  often 
been  referred  to  by  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  his  anxiety  to  proscribe 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton.  Coming  from  any  person 
but  a  party  leader,  the  spirit  manifested  in  the  letter 
ought  assuredly  to  be  condemned ;  but,  taking  into 
consideration  the  position  of  the  writer,  no  censure 
could  be  bestowed  on  him,  that  would  not  apply 
with  equal,  if  not  greater  force,  to  Dewitt  Clinton  and 
Ambrose  Spencer,  both  of  whom  exhibited  great 
alacrity,  and  considerable  tact,  in  procuring  the  re- 
moval from  office  of  those  persons  believed  to  be  in- 
imical to  them,  and  the  substitution  of  others  more 
ready  to  carry  out  their  views. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Legislature,  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  objections  of  the 
Council  of  Revision  to  the  Convention  bill,  made  a 
report,  reflecting  in  severe  terms  upon  the  members 
of  the  Council,  and  impeaching  the  purity  of  their 
motives.  Before  any  definite  action  was  had  on  the 
report,  John  C.  Spencer  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
providing  that  the  people  should  vote,  at  the  annual 
election,  for,  or  against,  a  State  Convention  :  that,  if  a 
majority  of  the  votes  were  given  for  a  Convention, 
the  Governor  should  issue  a  proclamation  for  a  special 
election,  in  order  to  choose  delegates  to  such  Con- 
vention ;  that  the  representation  from  the  different 
counties  should  be  determined  by  the  United  States 
census  of  1820 ;    and  that  the  amendments  adopted 
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by  the  Convention  should  be  separate  and  distinct, 
and  severally  submitted  to  the  people,  for  their  con- 
firmation or  rejection.  Leave  to  introduce  the  bill 
was  refused  to  Mr.  Spencer,  for  the  reason,  as  was 
alledged,  that  the  previous  bill  ought  to  be  first  dis- 
posed of;  and  a  violent  and  lengthy  debate  ensued 
upon  the  merits  of  the  whole  question,  which  was 
discussed  in  its  entire  length  and  breadth,  for  several 
successive  days.  The  question  was  finally  taken  on 
the  bill  vetoed  by  the  Council,  and  it  was  declared  lost, 
not  two-thirds  voting  in  favor  of  its  passage.  A  second 
bill,  conforming  substantially  to  the  first,  was  then 
reported  by  the  committee ;  an<J  after  being  amended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Burt,  so  as  to  require  the  question, 
of  Convention  or  no  Convention,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  people  at  the  next  annual  election,  it  passed  the 
House,  by  a  vote  of  eighty-one  to  twenty-five.  All 
the  Clinton ian  members,  and  a  majority  of  the  opposi- 
tion, voted  for  the  bill ;  but  Messrs.  UlshoefTer,  Sharpe, 
Romaine,  and  all  the  leading  Republicans,  with  the 
exception  of  Gen.  Root,  opposed  its  passage,  although 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Burt  was  undoubtedly  made  with 
their  knowledge  and  approbation.  The  bill  subse- 
quently passed  the  Senate,  and  became  a  law.  It  is 
said  that  the  Council  of  Revision  would  have  again 
objected  to  its  passage,  had  not  their  friends  in  the 
Legislature  so  far  committed  themselves  that  they  re- 
fused to  concur  in  another  veto. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Sanford 
in  the  United  States  Senate,  at  this  session,  lie  re- 
ceived fifty-eight  votes  in  the  caucus,  to  twenty-four 
ofr  Mr.  Sanford.    The  latter  gentleman  was  support 
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by  the  Clinton iai is  in  the  two  houses,  though  from 
no  other  motive  except  that  of  opposition  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  The  vote  in  the  Senate  stood,  seventeen  for 
Van  Buren,  and  eight  for  Sanford  ;  and  in  the 
Assembly,  sixty-nine  for  Van  Buren,  and  fifty-two  for 
Sanford.  The  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  this  im- 
portant position,  opened  before  him  a  flattering  pros- 
pect of  political  advancement.  The  pecuniary  diffi- 
culties of  Gov.  Tompkins,  his  recent  defeat,  and  the 
irregular  habits  which  he  had  formed,  all  combined 
to  diminish  his  influence,  and  to  strengthen  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  who  now  began  to  be  regarded  as  the  leader 
and  organ  of  the  Democratic  party  in  New- York. 

Benjamin  Knower,  of  Albany,  was  this  winter  ap- 
pointed Teasurer  of  the  State,  in  the  place  of  Gerrit 
L.  Dox.  An  additional  Canal  Commissioner  was 
also  created,  and  the  office  bestowed  on  William  C. 
Bouck,  a  Republican  Senator  from  Schoharie,  by 
nearly  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Legislature.  But 
one  vote  was  given  in  the  Senate,  against  Mr.  Bouck  ; 
that  of  Mr.  Rosecrantz,  of  Herkimer  county,  who  af- 
firmed that  he  -never  could  vote  for  a  Bucktail." 

The  Joint  Committee,  appointed  by  the  two  houses 
to  examine  into  the  improper  interference  in  the  State 
elections,  of  persons  holding  office  under  the  General 
Government,  made  their  report  on  the  loth  of  March. 
Many  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  affidavits  accompany- 
ing the  Governor's  message,  were  disputed  under  oath  ; 
and  the  committee,  after  animadverting,  with  undue 
severity,  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Governor,  asserted 
that  no  extraneous  influence  on  the  State  elections 
had  ever  been  observed :  they  also  condemned,  and 
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repudiated  the  idea,  that  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  was 
incompatible  with  holding  an  office  under  the  General 
Government.  Both  these  conclusions  of  the  com- 
mittee were  disavowed  by  the  people,  who  certainly 
could  not  stultify  themselves  so  far,  as  to  believe  the 
first ;  and  the  second  was  disposed  of  in  the  Conven- 
tion, by  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  re-affirming 
the  principle  of  the  resolution  which  passed  the  Leg- 
islature in  1790. 

The  Council  of  Appointment  elected  at  the  extra, 
session  in  November,  1820,  were  not  called  together 
until  the  12th  day  of  January  following,  at  which 
time  eleven  writs  of  supersedeas  were  issued  to  the 
Sheriffs  of  as  many  counties,  in  which  the  names  of 
Bucktails  were  inserted.  The  operations  of  this 
Council  were  equally  thorough  and  searching,  with 
those  formerly  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  Mr. 
Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer.  Mr.  Mc  Intyre  was  re- 
moved from  the  office  of  Comptroller,  the  duties  of 
which  he  had  discharged  with  commendable  ability 
and  integrity,  and  John  Savage  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  The  office  of  Attorney  General  was  also  vaca- 
ted, and  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Samuel  A. 
Talcott,  a  youngr  man  of  fine  legal  attainments,  and 
an  eloquent  advocate.  He  was,  in  addition,  a  protegee 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  always  manifested  great  in- 
terest in  the  success  of  young  men,  a  large  number 
of  whom  were  among  his  most  efficient  supporters  in 
tli*'  Republican  party.  Mr.  ( 'olden  was  removed  from 
the  Mayoralty  of  New-York,  to  make  room  for  Ste- 
phen Allen  ;  and  Richard  Kiker  was  appointed  Re- 
corder, in  the  place  of  Peter  A.  Jay,  removed.    Jk-sides 
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the  forctjoinsr.  and  numerous  other  changes  made  in 
the  civil  offices  in  the  State,  a  number  of  persons 
holding"  military  commissions  were  removed.  Gen. 
Lamb,  the  Commissary  General,  was  displaced,  and 
Alexander  M.  Mnir  appointed  to  the  office.  Gen.  Solo- 
mon Van  Rensselaer,  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State, 
uncNane  of  the  most  devoted  and  efficient  officers  du- 
ring the  campaigns  on  the  Niagara  frontier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  was  likewise  removed,  and  William  L.  Mar- 
cy  selected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Before  the  final  ad- 
journment of  the  Legislature,  Welcome  Esleeck  was 
appointed  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  in  the 
place  of  Gideon  Hawlcy.  This  removal  was  wholly 
uncalled  for,  and  did  not  prove  to  be  popular  with 
the  Republicans  in  the  Legislature,  who  soon  after 
passed  a  law,  uniting  the  two  offices  of  Secretary  of 
State  and  Superintendent,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  discharge  of  the  joint  duties  devolved  on  Mr. 
Yates. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Mclntyre  was  followed  by  his 
nomination  as  the  Clintonian  candidate  for  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  Middle  District ;  his  party  friends  in  the 
county  of  Otsego,  which  was  regularly  entitled  to  the 
nomination,  waiving  their  claim  in  his  favor.  Great  ef- 
forts were  made  by  the  opposition  to  defeat  him,  but  he 
and  his  colleague  were  both  elected,  by  almost  four  hun- 
dred majority,  notwithstanding  the  District  had  given  a 
Republican  majority  of  eight  hundred  at  the  previous 
election.  The  Clintonians  elected  fifty-two  members  of 
Assembly,  and  the  Republicans  seventy.  The  Senators 
chosen,  were  Abraham  Gurnee,  and  Abel  Huntington, 
in  the  Southern  District ;   Archibald  Mclntyre,  and 
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Abraham  Hasbrouck,  in  the  Middle  ;  David  C.  Judson, 
and  Daniel  Shepherd,  in  the  Eastern  ;  and  Samuel  M. 
Hopkins,  and  Henry  Seymour,  in  the  Western  Dis- 
trict. All  the  Senators  were  Clintonians,  except  Mr. 
Seymour,  and  those  elected  in  the  Southern  District. 
The  majority  in  favor  of  the  Convention,  was  seventy- 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five ;  thus  clearly 
indicating  that  the  people  were  almost  unanimously 
in  favor  of  amending  the  Constitution. 

The  special  election  for  the  choice  of  delegates  to 
the  State  Convention,  was  held  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  June,  and  in  most  of  the  counties  made  a  party 
question.  A  large  number  of  distinguished  men  be- 
longing to  the  two  principal  political  parties  in  the 
State,  were  elected  to  the  Convention.  On  the  Demo- 
cratic side,  were  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  elected  from  the 
county  of  Richmond  ;  Martin  Yan  Buren,  chosen  from 
the  county  of  Otsego,  although  a  resident  of  Colum- 
bia ;  Samuel  Young  and  John  Cramer,  from  Saratoga  ; 
ErastusRoot,  from  Delaware  ;  Nathan  Sanford,  Ogden 
Edwards,  Jacob  Radcliff,  William  Paulding,  Jr.,  Henry 
Wheaton,  and  Peter  Sharpe.  from  New- York  ;  John 
Duer,  from  Orange  ;  Samuel  Nelson,  from  Cortland  ; 
Jacob  Sutherland,  from  Schoharie;  and  Rufus  King, 
who  had  acted,  with  the  Democratic  party  since  the 
fall  of  1S20,  from  the  county  of  Queens.  In  addition 
to  the  foregoing,  Peter  R.  Livingston  was  elected  from 
the  county  of  Dutchess,  and  Nathan  Williams  from 
the  county  of  Oneida,  upon  tickets  composed  of  can- 
didates selected  from  both  parlies. 

The  most  conspicuous  opposition  members  of  the 
Convention,    were    James    Kent,   Ambrose   Spencer, 

10 


242  POLITICAL    PARTIES 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Abraham  Van  Vechten, 
elected  from  the  county  of  Albany :  Francis  Sylvester, 
William  W.  Van  Ness.  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  and 
Elisha  Williams,  from  Columbia;  Jonas  Piatt,  and 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  from  Oneida ;  Peter  A.  Jay,  from  West- 
chester ;  David  Buel,  Jr.,  from  Rensselaer  ;  and  James 
Tallmadge,  from  Dutchess.* 

The  Convention  assembled  at  Albany,  on  the  28th 
day  of  August,  1821,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Gen. 
Root,  in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech.  One  hun- 
dred and  ten  delegates  were  present  and  answered  to 
their  names.  On  balloting  for  President,  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins  received  ninety-four  votes,  and  was  de- 
clared elected.  The  scattering  votes  were  but  six- 
teen m  number.  John  F.  Bacon,  and  Samuel  L.  Gard- 
ner, were  appointed  clerks;  and  William  L.  Stone, 
late  editor  of  the  New- York  Commercial  Advertiser, 
Nathaniel  H.  Carter,  of  the  Albany  Register,  Moses  I. 
Cantine,  of  the  Argus,  and  one  or  two  other  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  press,  were  admitted  within 
the  bar  as  reporters.  On  the  30th  of  August,  the  Con- 
vention proceeded  to  the  business  for  which  it  had 
assembled,  and  on  motion  of  Rufus  King,  a  commit- 
tee,  consisting  of  thirteen  members,  was  appointed  to 
report  in  what  manner  the  various  questions  in  agita- 
tion should  be  brought  up  for  consideration.  On  the 
same  day,  the  committee  reported,  that  each  subject 
should  be  referred  to  a  separate  committee  of  seven 
members,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  and  re- 
port what  amendments  or  alterations  in  their  opinion 

*  For  a  complete  list  of  the  members  of  tho  Convention  of  182J, 
see  Note  A.  at  the  end  of  the  rolume. 
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were  required.  This  plan  was  adopted ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, so  much  of  the  Constitution  as  related  to  the 
Legislative  department,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  King, 
Kent,  Paulding,  Sage,  Rose,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Law- 
rence ;  so  much  as  related  to  the  Executive  depart- 
ment, to  Messrs.  Sheldon.  Wendover,  Huntington. 
Yates,  Stagg,  Pitcher,  and  Hogebopm  ;  so  much  as 
related  to  the  Judiciary  department,  to  Messrs.  Mon- 
ro, N.  Williams,  J.  Sutherland,  Sylvester,  Wheaton, 
Duer,  and  Wheeler  ;  so  much  as  related  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Revision,  to  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Piatt,  Ward, 
Nelson,  Brooks,  Russell,  and  Van  Home  ;  so  much 
as  related  to  the  power  of  appointment  to  office,  to 
Messrs.  Van  Buren,  Birdseye,  Collins,  Buel,  Child, 
Edwards,  and  Rhinelander  ;  so  much  as  related  to  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  the  qualification  of  officers,  to 
Messrs.  Sanford,  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  R.  Livingston, 
Fairlie,  Young,  Cramer,  and  Ross  ;  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens  of  the 
State,  to  Messrs.  Sharpe,  Spencer,  Hunter,  J.  Smith, 
Lefferts,  McCall,  and  Richards  ;  and  so  much  of  the 
Constitution  as  was  not  referred  to  the  previous  com- 
mittees, to  Messrs.  RadclifT,  Bacon,  R.  Clarke,  Pike, 
Schenck,  and  Briggs.  Messrs.  Root,  Lansing,  J.  R. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Price,  Beck  with,  Roseburgh,  and  Bur- 
roughs, were  also  appointed  a  committee,  upon  the 
commencement  of  the  Legislative  year,  and  the  term 
of  every  elective  office  ;  and  Messrs.  Swift,  Van  Vech- 
ten,  Barlow,  Steele,  Tuttle,  E.  Williams,  and  Ver- 
bryck,  were  appointed  to  consider,  and  report  upon 
the  mode  of  making  future  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution. 
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The  manner  in  which  the  foregoing  committees 
were  constituted,  occasioned  considerable  feeling  in 
the  Convention,  although  it  was  scarcely  to  have  been 
expected  that  the  political  opponents  of  the  majority- 
were  to  be  taken  into  especial  favor.  Both  the  Clin- 
tonian  and  Republican  parties,  had  made  every  effort 
in  their  power  to  obtain  the  control  of  that  body,  and 
the  success  of  the  latter,  carried  with  it,  according  to 
the  established  law  in  partizan  contests,  the  right  of 
regulating  its  operations.  All  the  chairmen  of  the  ten 
committees  were  Republicans,  except  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
and  it  was  already  understood  that  he  was  about  to 
change  his  political  associations.  He  had  taken  of- 
fense, at  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Oakley  as  Attorney 
General,  when  he  himself  was  a  candidate  for  the 
office,  and  from  that  time  he  had  secretly  opposed  Mr. 
Clinton,  and  during  the  sitting  of  the  Convention,  lie 
became  openly  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

The  committee  in  relation  to  the  Council  of  Re- 
vision, made  a  verbal  report  on  the  3rd  %day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  favor  of  abolishing  the  Council,  and  vesting 
the  veto  power  in  the  Governor  of  the  State.  All  bills 
passed  by  the  two  houses  were  to  be  sent  to  that  offi- 
cer, and,  if  approved  by  him.  were  to  become  laws  ; 
but,  if  he  disapproved  of  any  bill,  the  same  was  to  be 
returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  his 
objections,  and  if  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  both 
houses  afterwards  voted  in  favor  of  its  passage,  it 
should  then  become  a  law.  On  taking  up  the  subject 
for  discussion,  Gov.  Tompkins  proposed,  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  a  Council  should  be  associated  with  the 
Governor,  to  consist  of  persons  other  than  the  judicial 
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officers  of  the  State  ;  but  this  proposition  was  sup- 
ported by  only  a  few  members  of  the  Convention. 
Mr.  Livingston  also  attempted  to  amend  the  plan  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  so  that  if  a  majority  of  all 
the  members  elected  to  both  houses  voted  for  a  bill 
returned  by  the  Governor,  it  should  become  a  law. 
Judge  Piatt  made  an  able  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Livingston,  who  earnestly  and  eloquently  defended 
his  proposition,  and  on  taking  the  question,  it  was 
rejected'  by  a  vote  of  ninety-five  to  twenty-six.  Mr. 
Dodge,  of  Montgomery,  afterwards  made  an  ineffec- 
tual attempt  to  amend  the  report  to  the  same  effect ; 
when  the  discussion  was  closed  by  the  adoption  of 
the  original  plan  as  reported,  by  a  strong  vote. 

The  committee  on  the  Executive  department, 
through  their  chairman,  Mr.  Sheldon,  reported  in  fa- 
vor of  reducing  the  official  term  of  the  Governor  to 
two  years.  The  discussion  on  this  question  com- 
menced on  the  13th  of  September,  and  was  princi- 
pally confined  to  the  length  of  the  term.  Mr.  Suth- 
erland made  an  able  speech  in  support  of  the  old 
term  of  three  years,  and  was  sustained  in  his  views 
by  Chancellor  Kent,  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  Judges 
Van  Ness  and  Piatt,  Mr.  Jay,  and  other  ultra  Federal- 
ists. The  ultra  Democrats,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
for  a  term  of  one  year  only  ;  and  their  opinions  were 
advocated  and  defended,  by  Gen.  Root,  P.  R.  Livings- 
ton, Mr.  Hogeboom,  and  Mr.  Briggs.  The  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Sutherland  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  eighty- 
nine  to  thirty.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  more  imme- 
diate friends,  were  in  favor  of  choosing  the  Governor 
biennially;  and  that  gentleman  himself,  made  a  can- 
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did  and  convincing  argument,  in  defense  of  the  two 
years'  term,  as  a  medium  ground  between  a  long 
term,  which  was  calculated  to  weaken  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Executive  and  arouse  the  jealousies  of 
the  people,  and  a  short  term,  which  did  not  afford 
sufficient  time  to  acquire  an  insight  into  the  diversi- 
fied wants  and  interests  of  so  large  and  populous  a 
State.  The  vote  on  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee stood,  sixty-one  to  fifty-nine ;  the  Federalists 
voting  with  the  moderate  Democrats  for  the  two 
years'  term. 

Amendments  were  also  adopted  by  the  Convention, 
in  relation  to  the  Legislative  department,  providing 
for  the  division  of  the  State  into  eight  Senatorial 
Districts,  each  District  being  entitled  to  elect  four  Sen- 
ators ;  prohibiting  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
receiving  any  civil  office  from  the  appointing  power 
in  the  State,  during  the  term  for  which  he  should  be 
elected  ;  and  declaring,  that  no  person  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  or  holding  any  judicial  or  military 
office  under  the  United  States,  should  hold  a  seat 
in  the  Legislature.  It  was,  in  like  manner,  pro- 
vided, that  all  persons  holding  office  during  good  be- 
havior, might  be  removed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  to  be  concurred  in  by 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  thereafter  to  be  sold,  and  the  existing 
Common  School  fund,  should  forever  remain  a  per- 
petual fund  for  the  support  of  Common  Schools  in 
the  State. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  upon  the  right 
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of  suffrage,  reported   that  every  male  white  citizen 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one   years,  who   had  resided 
six  months  in  the  State ;  who  had,  within  one  year, 
paid  taxes,  or  been  assessed  and  actually  worked,  or 
commuted  for  work,  on  the  highways ;  or  had  been 
enrolled  and  served  in  the  militia ;  should  be  entitled 
to  vote  for  all  officers  of  the  Government  elected  by 
the  people.     The  effect  pf  this  amendment  was,  to 
abolish  the  property  qualification  of  voters ;  and  the 
grave  importance  of  the  question,  extending  as  it  did 
to  the  very  foundation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  vital  principle  of  a  Democratic  form  of 
government,  elicited  a  warm  and  protracted  discus- 
sion.    The  first  attempt  at  amending  the  proposition 
of  the  committee,  was  made  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  behalf  of 
the  colored  population,  who  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "white"  and  accompanied  the  motion  with  an 
eloquent  speech  in  its  support.     Gen.  Root  and  Col. 
Young  opposed  the  motion ;  the  former,  on  the  ground 
that  the  blacks  were  not  liable  to  do  military  duty, 
and  the  latter,  for  the  reason  that  their  moral  and  so- 
cial condition,  whether  wrongfully  or  rightfully  he 
did  not  think  important,  had  become  so  degraded  as 
to  render  them  unsafe  depositaries  of  the  right  of  suf- 
frage.    The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Van  Vech- 
ten  and  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Delaware  county,  in  favor  of 
the  motion,  and  Mr.  Spencer  in  opposition.     On  ta- 
king the  question,  sixty-three  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
and  fifty-nine  in  the  negative.     Mr.  Van  Buren  voted 
for  the  motion,  and  Gov.  Tompkins,  who  did  not  vote 
at  all  on  the  question,  was  understood  to  concur  with 
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him  in  opinion.  A  select  committee  of  thirteen,  how- 
ever, was  soon  after  apppointed,  to  whom  the  whole 
subject  of  the  elective  franchise  was  referred.  CoL 
Young  was  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  and  re- 
ported a  proviso  in  the  first  section,  excluding  all  col- 
ored men  from  voting  who  were  not  freeholders  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Judge 
Piatt  made  a  spirited  and  able  speech  in  favor  of  stri- 
king out  the  proviso,  as  being  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  doctrines  in  regard  to  universal  suffrage,  for  which 
Col.  Young  had  contended  so  strenuously.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  supported  the  proviso,  because  it  held  out  desira- 
ble inducements  to  industry  in  the  blacks :  he  also  stated 
that  he  would  not  draw  a  revenue  from  them,  and 
yet  deny  them  the  right  of  suffrage ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, they  were  to  be  exempted  from  taxation  until 
they  had  qualified  themselves  to  vote.  Judge  Piatt's 
motion  to  strike  out  did  not  prevail.  The  vote  stood, 
thirty-three  to  seventy-one.  The  ultra  members  of 
the  two  parties  in  the  Convention  occupied  a  singular 
position  in  relation  to  the  suffrage  question.  While 
Chancellor  Kent,  Judge  Piatt,  and  Messrs.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Vechten,  and  Jay,  were  desirous  of  retain-, 
ing  the  freehold  qualification  in  respect  to  white  citi- 
zens, they  made  great  efforts  to  oppose  the  extension 
of  the  same  principle  to  the  blacks;  and,  on  the  other 
side,  while  Col.  Young,  Gen.  Root,  Mr.  Livingston, 
and  others,  urgently  pressed  the  repeal  of  the  property 
qualification,  they  contended  with  as  much  earnest- 
ness against  extending  the  elective  franchise  to  the 
colored,  citizen. 

Judge  Spencer  offered  an  amendment  to  the  first 
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section  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  right  of 
suffrage,  specifying  the  qualification  of  voters,  which 
provided,  that  such  qualifications  should  apply  to  all 
elections  other  than  for  Senators  ;  and  that  in  elections 
for  Senators,  every  free  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election,  and,  at  the  time  of  offering 
himself  as  an  elector,  having  an  interest  in  law  or  equi- 
ty, in  his  own  or  in  his  wife's  right,  in  any  lands  or  ten- 
ements in  this  State,  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  over  and  above  all  debts  charged  thereon, 
should  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Senators  in  the  town  or 
ward  in  which  he  resided.  By  this  amendment,  the 
great  question  of  extending  the  right  of  suffrage,  as 
antagonistic  to  the  property  or  free-hold  qualification, 
was  distinctly  presented.  The  ablest  members  of 
the  Convention  made  their  most  brilliant  efforts  in 
the  discussion  of  this  proposition.  Gov.  Tompkins, 
Judge  Radcliff,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Gen.  Root,  Col- 
Young,  and  Messrs.  Livingston,  Cramer,  Buel,  and 
Ross,  opposed  Judge  Spencer's  amendment,  with  all 
the  ability  and  eloquence  they  could  command ;  and 
it  was  sustained  with  equal  talent  and  address,  by 
the  mover  himself,  Chancellor  Kent,  Judge  Van  Ness,. 
and  Messrs.  Van  Vechten  and  E.  Williams.  The 
amendment  of  Judge  Spencer  was  lost.  It  received 
but  nineteen  votes  to  one  hundred  in  opposition. 

Gen.  Root,  Col.  Young,  Gov.  Tompkins,  Judge 
Radcliff,  and  others,  were  in  favor  of  universal  suf- 
frage, and  made  several  efforts  to  incorporate  this 
principle  into  the  Constitution.  In  this  they  were 
opposed,  by  Messrs.  Van  Buren,  R.  King,  Sutherland^ 
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Duer,  Nelson,  and  N.  Williams,  who  were  of  the 
opinion,  that  an  elector  ought  to  be  either  a  freeholder 
or  a  householder.  The  plan  ultimately  adopted  by 
the  Convention  was,  a  compromise  between  these  two 
parties. 

The  committee  on  the  elective  franchise  also  re- 
ported a  section,  authorizing  the  Legislature  to  pass 
laws  by  which  a  register  of  all  citizens  entitled  to  the 
right  of  suffrage,  in  every  town  and  ward,  should  be 
made  at  least  twenty  days  before  any  election ;  and 
providing  that  no  person  should  vote  at  any  election 
who  was  not  duly  registered.  Gen.  Root  resisted  the 
adoption  of  this  section  with  his  usual  vehemence, 
and  insisted  that "  such  a  muster  roll  of  voters  would 
be  impracticable,  and  lead  to  mischievous  consequen- 
ces, by  depriving  many  legal  voters  of  the  right  of 
suffrage,  in  consequence  of  not  having  their  names 
properly  inserted  on  the  muster  list."  Col.  Young 
and  Mr.  Van  Yechten  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
section ;  but  it  was  stricken  out  by  a  vote  of  sixty- 
six  to  forty-eight. 

Mr.  Monro,  from  the  Judiciary  Committtee,  report- 
ed an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  providing  : 
"That  the  Court  of  Chancery  should  consist  of  a 
Chancellor  and  Vice  Chancellor,  and  that  the  Legis- 
lature should  be  authorized  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  second  Vice  Chancellor,  if,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  public  exigency  demanded  the  measure ; 
that  appeals  should  lie  from  the  Vice  Chancellor  to 
the  Chancellor  ;  that  there  should  be  a  Superior  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  possessing  concurrent  jurisdiction," 
with  certain  minor  exceptions,  "  with  the  Supreme 
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Court ;  and  that,  from  this  Court  writs  of  error  might 
be  brought  directly  to  the  Court  for  the  Correction  of 
Errors  ;  that  the  Judges  of  these  courts  should  try  all 
the  issues  joined  in  their  respective  courts,  and  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behavior,  or  until  they  were 
sixty-five  years  of  age."  No  change  was  made  by  the 
committee,  who  were  unanimous  in  opinion,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
but  they  recommended,  "that  the  Chancellor,  Vice 
Chancellor,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Superior 
Courts,  should,  together  with  the  Senate,  constitute 
the  Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors  ;  that  they 
should  not  be  eligible  to  any  elective  office  until  two 
years  after  they  should  cease  to  be  Judges  ;  and  that 
the  probate  and  registering  of  wills  should  be  confided 
to  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas."  This  plan  for 
reforming  the  Judiciary  system  of  the  State,  was  pre- 
pared by  William  A.  Duer. 

The  discussion  of  the  Judiciary  question  com- 
menced on  the  22d  day  of  October.  After  the  open- 
ing speech  of  Mr.  Monro,  in  support  of  the  plan  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  Gen.  Root  offered  a  substi- 
tute, vesting  the  judicial  power  of  the  State  in  a  Court 
for  the  Trial  of  Impeachments  and  the  Correction  of 
Errors,  to  consist  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  Senators;  in  a  Supreme  Court,  to  consist  of  a 
Chief  Justice,  and  not  more  than  four,  nor  less  than 
two,  Associate  Justices;  in  Circuit  Courts  and  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  in  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
in  such  other  Courts,  subordinate  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  as  the  Legislature  might  from  time  to  time  di- 
rect ;  and  providing  that  the  Court  of  Chancery,  as 
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then  organized,  should  continue  to  exist  until  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  Legislature.  This  substitute 
was  intended  to  produce  an  entire  revolution  in  the 
whole  judiciary  system.  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  Messrs. 
Van  Buren,  Nelson,  Paulding,  Wheaton,  King,  and 
Sutherland,  of  the  Democratic  members,  were  oppos- 
ed to  overturning  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  decisions  of  these  courts,  un- 
der the  administration  of  Chancellor  Kent  and  Judge 
Spencer,  were  deservedly  held  in  high  esteem  through- 
out the  whole  Union ;  and  to  the  more  prudent  and 
cautious  delegates  in  the  Convention,  the  entire 
change,  contemplated  by  Gen  Root's  plan,  seemed  to 
be  altogether  too  revolutionary  and  too  hazardous. 
Chancellor  Kent,  and  Messrs.  Jay  and  Van  Vechten,  pre- 
ferred, of  course,  that  the  existing  organization  of  the 
two  courts,  should,  in  the  main,  be  preserved.  Gen. 
Root's  substitute  was  supported  by  Col.  Young  and 
Judge  RadclifF,  but  was  rejected — seventy-three  to 
thirty-six.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
section  of  the  report  of  the  Committee,  which  was  also 
rejected — seventy-nine  to  thirty-three.  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins, Chancellor  Kent,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Van 
Vechten,  and  those  members  entertaining  similar 
views  with  them,  voted  in  favor  of  the  report.  The 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  did  not  vote  upon  the 
question  ;  and  on  this,  as  on  all  occasions  during  the 
discussion  upon  the  various  plans  for  re-organizing 
the  judiciary  system,  they  manifested  but  little  interest 
in  preserving  the  court  of  which  they  were  members, 
and  against  which  the  most  violent  prejudices,  and 
the  most  bitter  personal  animosities,  had  been  arrayed. 
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The  interference  of  the  judicial  officers  of  the  State 
in  political  questions,  had  long  been  a  serious  cause 
of  offense,  in  the  estimation  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
people,  and  Gen.  Root  and  Col.  Young  but  acted  in 
accordance  with  the  prevalent  sentiment  among  them, 
when  they  contended  for  a  radical  reform  in  the  exist- 
ing order  of  things  ;  and,  either  from  choice  or  neces- 
sity, Judge  Spencer  and  his  colleages  thought  proper 
to  maintain  a  dignified  reserve  upon  all  questions  af- 
fecting their  official  stations.  It  is  highly  probable  that 
they  were  encouraged  in  preserving  this  indifference, 
by  the  hope  that  so  many  conflicting  plans  and  prop- 
ositions would  be  brought  before  the  Convention,  that 
it  would  be  found  impossible  to  unite  on  any  new 
system.  But  a  majority  of  the  members  had  come 
there  for  the  express  purpose  of  overturning  and  re- 
modelling the  Supreme  Court ;  and  after  a  protracted 
debate,  and  the  presentation  and  rejection  of  several 
different  propositions,  the  following  plan,  presented 
by  Mr.  Carpenter,  of  Tioga  county,  was  adopted, 
sixty-two  to  fifty-three  : 

"  1.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  a  Chief 
Justice,  and  two  Justices. 

"2.  The  State  shall  be  divided,  by  law,  into  a  con- 
venient number  of  districts,  not  less  than  four,  nor 
exceeding  eight,  subject  to  alteration  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, from  time  to  time,  as  the  public  good  may  re- 
quire, for  each  of  which  a  District  Judge  shall  be 
appointed,  in  the  same  manner,  and  hold  his  office 
by  the  same  tenure,  as  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  who  shall  possess  the  powers  of  a  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Chambers,  and  at  the  trial  of 
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issues  joined  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  preside  in 
Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Jail  Delivery; 
and  such  equity  powers  may  be  vested  in  the  said 
District  Judges,  or  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas, 
or  in  such  other  subordinate  courts  as  the  Legislature 
may  by  law  direct,  subject  to  the  appellate  jurisdiction 
of  the  Chancellor." 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Carpenter's  propo- 
sition, Mr.  Wheaton  offered  an  amendment,  in  effect 
retaining  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  office, 
which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Duer  and  others,  and  lost, 
sixty-six  to  thirty-nine.  Messrs.  N.  Sanford,  Dodge, 
Sharpe,  Yates,  and  Van  Buren,  supported  Mr.  Whea- 
ton's  amendment,  and  the  latter  gentleman,  in  one  of 
his  speeches  made  with  reference  to  this  question, 
avowed  it  as  his  opinion,  that  there  were  no  public 
reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  Judges.  He  also  added, 
that  u.  if  personal  feelings  could  or  ought  to  influence" 
the  members  of  the  Convention  "against  the  individual" 
(Judge  Van  Ness)  "  who  would  probably  be  most  af- 
fected by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  he  supposed 
that  he  himself,  above  all  others,  would  be  excused  for 
indulging  them.  He  could,  with  truth,  say,  that  he 
had,  through  his  whole  life,  been  assailed  from  that 
quarter,  with  hostility,  political,  professional,  and  per- 
sonal— hostility  which  had  been  the  most  keen,  act- 
ive, and  unyielding ;"  but  he  should  not  "  indulge 
his  individual  resentment  in  the  prostration  of  his 
private  and  political  adversary  ;"  he  should  despise 
himself  if  he  could  be  capable  of  such  conduct : 
and  he  hoped  that  that  sentiment  was  not  con- 
fined to  himself  alone,  and  that  the  Convention  would 
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not  ruin  its  character  and  credit,  by  proceeding  to 
such  extremities." 

The  report  made  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  com- 
mittee in  relation  to  the  power  of  appointment  to  of- 
fice, provided  :  that  the  Council  of  Appointment 
should  be  abolished  ;  that  all  militia  officers,  with  the 
exception  of  Major  Generals,  and  the  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral, should  be  elected  by  persons  subject  to  perform 
military  duty  ;  that  the  principal  State  officers,  such 
as  the  Comptroller,  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, Treasurer,  &c,  should  be  appointed  by  the  two 
houses  of  the  Legislature ;  that  the  Governor  should 
nominate,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  Senate  appoint, 
all  judicial  officers,  (except  Justices  of  the  Peace,  who 
were  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,)  and  Sheriffs  of 
counties ;  that  Clerks  of  courts  should  be  appointed 
by  the  respective  courts  of  which  they  were  officers ; 
and  that  no  judicial  officer  should  be  removed,  except 
by  the  majority  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Governor,  setting  forth  the  cause  or  causes 
of  removal.  In  order  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  prodi- 
gious extent  of  the  patronage  enjoyed  by  the  Govern- 
or and  Council  at  this  time,  the  committee  stated  that 
there  were  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  military,  and  six  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-three  civil  officers,  who  received  their  appoint- 
ments from  the  Council.  On  taking  up  the  subject 
in  the  Convention,  a  resolution  was  unanimously 
passed,  declaring  that  the  Council  of  Appointment 
ou^ht  to  be  abolished. 

Four  different  propositions  for  the  appointment  of 
officers,  with  various  modifications,  were  discussed  in 
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the  Convention,  viz  :     The  creation  of  a  new  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment,  to  be  elected  by  the  people ;  to 
vest  the  power  of  appointment  in  the  Governor ;  in 
the  Legislature  solely ;   or  in  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.     Mr.  Tall- 
madge  opposed  giving  any  of  this  power  whatsoever, 
to  either  or  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.     Mr. 
Russell,  of  Erie,  advocated  a  State  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, consisting  of  the  Governor  and  six  per- 
sons, to  be  elected  by  the  people  at  each  Gubernatori- 
al election.    Col.  Young  was  at  first  inclined  to  support 
Mr.  Russell's  plan,  but  it  was  eventually  rejected,  only 
nine  members  voting  in  its  favor;  Col.  Young  him- 
self voting   against  it.      Judge  Piatt  proposed  that 
nine  persons  should  be  elected   in  each  county,  to 
serve  for  three  years,  and  to  be  classed  so  that  three 
of  the  number  should  be  chosen  annually,  who  were  to 
be  clothed  with  the  power  of  appointing  the  County 
Judges,  with  the  exception  of  the  First  Judge,  and 
Sheriffs,  Coroners.  Commissioners  of  Deeds,  and  other 
subordinate  officers.      Mr.   Edwards  opposed  every 
plan  intended  to  perpetuate  the  central  power  at  the 
Capitol.     He  portrayed  in  eloquent  terms  the  formi- 
dable evils  that  had  grown  out  of  it,  and  forewarned 
his  friends  against  the  mischief  which  would  inevita- 
bly result  from  its  continuance.      But  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Convention  of  1821,  were  not  yet 
prepared  to  make  that  radical  and  sweeping  change 
which  was  necessary,  in  order  to  bring  the  public  ser- 
vant within  the  reach  of  his  masters— the  sovereign 
people  ;  and  thus  give  to  the  latter  the  exercise  of  that 
power  which,  in  a  Democratic  government,  is  pecu- 
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liarly  their  own,  and  should  never  be  wrested  from 
them. 

After  the  Convention  had  decided,  in  effect,  to  adopt 
the  general  features  of  the  plan  recommended  by  the 
Committee,  Mr.  Van  Buren  brought  forward  a  propo- 
sition for  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by 
the  Governor,  who  were  to  be  selected  by  him  from 
two  separate  lists,  each  equal  to  the  number  to  be  ap- 
pointed ;  one  of  which  was  to  be  recommended  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  the  other  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  in  each  county.  This  scheme  was 
advocated  by  the  mover,  and  by  Gov.  Tompkins,  Gen. 
Root,  and  Col.  Young,  as  a  means  of  strengthening  the 
dominant  party  in  the  State ;  while  Messrs.  Spencer, 
Yan  Ness,  J.  R.  Yan  Rensselaer,  and  other  Clintonians, 
opposed  it,  rather  for  the  purpose  of  weakening  the 
power  of  their  political  opponents,  than  for  the  im- 
portance of  the  principle  involved.  Rums  King, 
however,  and  a  large  number  of  active  members  of 
both  parties  in  the  Convention,  strenuously  resisted 
Mr.  Yan  Buren's  proposition,  which  was  in  the  first 
instance  lost,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-six  to  fifty-nine,  but 
afterwards  renewed,  and  made  a  part  of  the  amended 
Constitution. 

Gen.  Root  offered  an  amendment,  providing  for  the 
election  of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks  by  the  people. 
Col.  Young  earnestly  supported  this  amendment,  but 
it  encountered  the  active  and  zealous  opposition  of 
Chancellor  Kent,  and  Messrs.  Jay,  P.  R.  Livingston, 
Piatt,  J.  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Vcchten,  Van  Buren, 
Wheaton,  N.  Williams,  and  Nelson.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  efforts  made  to  defeat  it,  it  was  sustained  in 
17 
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the  Convention,  by  seventy-one  to  thirty-six.  The 
following  members  voted  against  the  proposition : 
Messrs.  Beckwith,-  Birdseye,  Breese,  Brinkerhoff,  Buel, 
Child,  Eastwood,  Fairlie,  Hallock,  Hogeboom,  Howe, 
Jay.  Jones,  Kent,  King,  Lansing,  P.  R.  Livingston, 
Monroe,  Nelson,  Paulding,  Piatt,  Porter,  Reeve,  Rock- 
well, Ross,  Russell,  Seaman,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Buren? 
J.  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Vechten,  A.  Webster,  Wen- 
dover,  Wheaton,  N.  Williams,  Woods,  and  Yates. 

An  article  was  also  inserted  in  the  amended  Con- 
stitution, providing  that  where  an  amendment  should 
be  proposed  in  any  succeeding  Legislature,  and  re- 
ceive a  majority  of  the  votes  of  both  houses,  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Legislature  next  to  be  chosen,  and 
if  a  majority  of  two-thirds  voted  in  its  favor,  it  might 
then  be  presented  to  the  electors  of  the  State  for  their 
approval  or  rejection. 

When  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  on  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  Constitution  as  amended  should  be 
adopted  by  the  Convention,  Mr.  Bacon  made  a  few 
eloquent  remarks,  expressive  of  his  views  in  relation 
to  the  importance  of  the  vote  he  was  called  upon  to 
o-ive,  and  stated,  that,  although  he  had  opposed  seve- 
ral amendments  which  had  received  the  approbation 
of  the  majority,  he  felt  bound,  in  justice  to  himself, 
and  as  a  matter  of  duty  to  his  constituents,  inasmuch 
as  provision  had  been  made  for  the  future  amendment 
of  the  Constitution,  to  vote  in  favor  of  its  adoption.. 
But  eight  members  of  the  Convention  voted  against 
the  amended  Constitution,  viz :  Messrs.  Jay,  Jones, 
Rhinelander,  Sanders,  Sylvester,  Van  Home,  Van 
Ness,  and  Van  Vechten.     In  addition  to  these  gentle- 
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men,  Messrs.  Breese,  R.  Clarke,  Day,  Fish,  Hees, 
Humphrey,  Kent,  Piatt,  Price,  Spencer,  D.  Suther-; 
land,  J.  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  Web- 
ster, and  E.  Williams,  did  not  affix  their  names  to 
the  Constitution.  Mr.  Jansen,  of  Ulster,  died  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Convention. 

An  address  to  the  people  of  the  State,  recommend- 
ing the  ratification  of  the  Constitution,  was  drawn  up 
by  Gen.  Root,  and  adopted  by  the  Convention  on  the 
10th  day  of  November,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by 
its  officers.  The  thanks  of  the  members  were  then 
unanimously  voted  to  the  President,  who  returned  an 
appropriate  reply ;  when  the  Convention  adjourned 
without  day.  This  was  the  last  time  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins interfered  in  the  politics  of  the  State.  He  con- 
tinued to  discharge  the  duties  of  Vice  President,  but 
his  increasing  pecuniary  embarrassments,  and  his  in- 
dulgence in  the  use  of  stimulating  drinks,  soon  pros- 
trated his  energies,  and  undermined  his  health. 

At  the  session  of  Congress  commencing  in  Decem- 
ber, 1821,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  this  State,  was  again  a  can- 
didate for  Speaker.  Party  lines,  at  that  time,  were 
not  drawn  very  strictly  in  the  nation,  and  Federal- 
ists, Clintonians,  and  Bucktails,  all  professed  to  sup- 
port the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe.  His  official 
acts,  like  his  abilities,  were  rather  of  the  negative 
than  of  the  positive  kind,  and,  although  he  possessed 
a  sound  and  discriminating  mind,  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  recommended  any  measure,  or  undertook  any 
project,  that  could  give  serious  cause  of  offense  to  any 
one.  The  controversy,  therefore,  in  relation  to  the 
Speakership,  was  mainly  sectional  in  its  character. 
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The  members  from  the  Eastern,  Middle,  and  a  portion 
of  the  Western  States,  generally  preferred  Mr.  Tay- 
lor. The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  were  elect- 
ed by  the  Anti-Clintonians,  formed  an  exception  to 
this  rule,  and  determined  on  preventing  the  election 
of  Mr.  Taylor.  The  Southern  members  finally  uni- 
ted on  Philip  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  New- York  Bucktails,  he  was  elected 
by  four  majority  over  all  the  other  candidates.  The 
only  excuse  offered  by  the  members  from  this  State 
who  opposed  Mr.  Taylor,  was,  that  he  was  a  friend 
of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  they  could  not  sustain  him  for 
that  reason. 

The  State  Legislature  assembled  at  Albany,  on  the 
2d  day  of  January,  1S22.  At  the  caucus  of  the  De- 
mocratic members,  Samuel  B.  Romaine,  of  New- 
York,  was  nominated  as  their  candidate  for  Speaker ; 
and  on  the  ensuing  day  he  was  duly  elected.  Mr. 
Romaine  received  thirty-eight  votes  in  the  caucus, 
and  James  Burt,  of  Orange  county,  twenty-eight. 
Gov.  Clinton's  speech,  like  most  of  his  productions, 
was  eloquent,  and  highly  finished,  but  somewhat  too 
lengthy.  He  alluded  to  the  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, but  expressed  no  opinion  in  relation  to  the 
acts  of  the  Convention,  as  they  were  about  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  people  for  their  decision.  He  also  recom- 
mended the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures, 
and  the  alteration  of  the  criminal  code  of  the  State, 
and  congratulated  the  Legislature  on  the  prospect  of 
the  speedy  completion  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals.  The  speech  concluded  with  the  expression 
of  the  wish,  that  the  members  of  the  two  houses  would 
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co-operate  with  the  Executive  "  in  cherishing  a  spirit 
of  conciliation  and  forbearance,  and  in  cultivating 
that  respect"  which  they  owed  to  each  other  and  to 
themselves.  The  courteous  tone  of  the  Governor  in 
his  address,  was  by  no  means  reciprocated  in  the 
House.  Mr.  Ulshoeffer,  of  New- York,  immediately 
moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  answering  the  Governor's  speech, 
which  was  carried.  The  committee  afterwards  made 
a  report,  animadverting,  in  terms  of  unusual  and  un- 
necessary severity,  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Governor, 
and  pronouncing  the  practice  of  delivering  a  speech, 
instead  of  sending  a  message  to  the  Legislature,  "  a 
remnant  of  royalty"  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 
The  report  concluded  by  recommending  the  adoption 
of  a  resolution,  declaring  that  the  custom  of  deliver- 
ing a  speech,  and  returning  an  answer,  ought  to  be 
abolished.  Mr.  Mc  Kown  opposed  both  the  resolu- 
tion and  the  report,  and  proposed. a  substitute  to  the 
former,  expressing  the  opinion,  that  as  the  custom 
of  returning  an  answer  had  been  abolished,  it  was  in- 
expedient to  revive  it.  Mr.  Bronson,  the  present 
Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  then  a  Clintonian  member 
of  the  Assembly,  and  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Ford,  J.  W. 
Cady,  and  others,  spoke  in  favor  of  Mr.  Mc  Kown's 
substitute.  Mr.  Ulshoeffer  and  Mr.  Romaine  were  the 
principal  speakers  on  the  other  side.  On  taking  the 
vote,  the  substitute  was  lost  by  a  large  majority,  and 
the  original  resolution  adopted. 

John  Townsend,  Charles  E.  Dudley,  Benjamin 
Mooers,  and  Perry  G.  Childs,  all  Anti-Clintonians, 
were  chosen  members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment,. 
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on  the  10th  of  January.  But  little  business  was  trans- 
acted by  this  Council,  as  the  approaching  change  in 
the  tenure  of  most  of  the  offices  in  the  State,  rendered 
their  action  almost  entirely  unnecessary. 

An  election  was  held  in  the  various  towns  and 
wards  in  the  State,  on  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th  days 
of  January,  at  which  seventy-five  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  votes  were  given  for  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Constitution,  and  forty-one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  against  it.  Thus  was 
a  civil  revolution  effected  in  the  government,  and  that 
too  by  the  votes  of  men  who  voluntarily  surrendered 
political  power  into  the  hands  of  a  large  class  of  their 
fellow  citizens  who  had  formerly  been  denied  the 
ri^ht  of  suffrage,  without  a  resort  to  force,  without 
commotion  or  disturbance,  but  with  the  peaceful  as- 
sent of  a  large  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  the  State. 
The  moral  greatness  of  such  reforms  always  exerts  an 
influence,  and  commands  feelings  of  respect  and  ven- 
eration. Avhich  £0  far  to  strengthen  the  bulwarks  of  a 
Democratic  Constitution.  The  people,  upon  whose 
verdict  it  rests  for  approval  and  adoption,  can  scarce- 
ly fail  to  cherish  a  sentiment  of  parental  affection  and 
regard,  for  the  instrument  of  their  creation  ;  whenever 
it  is  perverted  by  designing  men  to  promote  selfish 
interests  and  views,  they  are  prompt  to  apply  the 
necessary  corrective ;  and  when  it  is  assailed,  they 
are  equally  zealous  in  rescuing  and  defending  it. 

By  the  amended  Constitution,  the  whole  number  of 
members  of  Assembly  was  fixed  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  and  laws  were  accordingly  passed,  at 
this  session,  apportioning  the  members  among  the  dif- 
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Cerent  counties,  and  dividing  the  State  into  thirty 
Congressional  Districts.     Laws  were  also  passed,  pro- 
viding for  the  election  of  State  officers  by  the  two 
houses,  and  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
The  new  Constitution  contained  a  provision,  de- 
claring that  no  lottery  should  thereafter  be  authorized 
in  the  State;  and  that  the  Legislature  should  pass 
laws  to  prevent  the  sale  of  all  tickets,  except  in  lot- 
teries already  provided  for  by  law.    Under  this  clause, 
the  lottery  system  introduced  in  1814,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  literary  institutions  in  the  State,  was  not  over- 
turned ;  but  it  was  thought  advisable  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, at  the  session  of  1822,  to  pass  a  law  authorizing 
the  institutions   themselves,  for  whose  benefit  they 
were  created,  to  assume  the  supervision  and  direction 
of  the  lotteries,  and  to  contract  with  managers  or 
agents  whom  they  should  employ  to  conduct  them. 
John  B.Yates,  and  Archibald  Mclntyre,the  late  Comp- 
troller, entered  into  a  contract  with  the  institutions, 
by  which  they  were  vested  with  the  exclusive  mono- 
poly of  issuing  and  vending  all  lottery  tickets  to  be 
put  in  circulation  in  the  State.     Mr.  Yates  afterwards 
transferred  his  interest  to  his  brother,  the  Senator,  and 
John  Ely,  Jr. ;  and  it  is  said  that  all  the  gentlemen 
concerned  realized  independent  fortunes   from   the 
contract. 

During  the  winter  and  spring  of  1822,  the  Albany 
Post  Office  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in 
that  city,  and  at  Washington  ;  Mr.  Southwick  had 
become  a  defaulter,  and  was  promptly  removed  by 
(lie  Government.  A  powerful  effort  was  made  by  the 
friends  of  Solomon   Van  Rensselaer,  to  procure  the 
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appointment  for  him,  as  a  suitable  reward  for  his 
meritorious  services  in  the  Indian  expedition  under 
Gen.  Wayne,  and  during  the  late  war.  Before  the 
decision  of  the  President  was  made  known,  Mr. 
Tompkins  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  both  of  whom  were 
at  Washington,  protested  against  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a 
Federalist,  and  urs:ed  the  selection  of  Chancellor  Lan- 
sing,  who  had  been  nominated  for  the  office  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Democratic  citizens  of  Albany.  Mr.  King, 
the  other  United  States  Senator,  also  urged  the  Presi- 
dent to  delay  the  appointment,  until  he  had  received 
certain  expected  communications  from  his  friends  at 
home.  All  of  these  gentlemen,  and  especially  Mr. 
King,  were  severely  censured  by  the  opposition,  for 
their  course  on  this  question,  although  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  one  of  the  first  principles  of  the  com- 
mon law  of  both  parties  ;  it  may  be  added,  however, 
that  they  were  warmly  and  earnestly  defended  by 
their  political  friends  in  the  State. 

The  next  Gubernatorial  election  was  required  by 
the  Constitution  to  be  held  in  November,  1822.  The 
Democratic  party  early  took  measures  to  bring  their 
candidates  into  the  field.  So  confident  were  they  of 
succeeding  at  the  polls,  that  a  large  number  of  gen- 
tlemen were  urgently  pressed  by  their  respective 
friends,  prior  to  the  nomination.  Gen.  Root,  Nathan 
Sanford,  Peter  B.  Porter,  and  Henry  Seymour,  were 
ah  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, but  the  contest  in  the  caucus  of  the  Democratic 
members,  was  confined  entirely  to  Col.  Young  and 
Joseph  C.  Yates,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 


IN   NEW-YORK.  265 

Court.  The  former  was  supported  by  the  most  ultra 
Democrats,  and  the  friends  of  the  latter  were,  as  a  gene- 
ral rule,  the  more  cautious  and  prudent  politicians.  Mr. 
Yates  was  nominated  by  a  large  majority,  and  Gen. 
Root  was  selected  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Lieut.  Governor.  Col.  Young  did  not  appear  to  be 
much  chagrined  at  the  result,  and  he  remarked,  in  a 
jocose  manner,  that  "  he  could  do  without  the  State 
of  New- York,  as  well  as  the  State  could  do  without 
him."  Mr.  Clinton  was  at  one  time  anxious  to  become 
a  candidate  for  re-election,  but  the  urgent  entreaties 
of  his  friends,  who  were  satisfied  that  he  must  be  de- 
feated, induced  him  to  withdraw  from  the  contest ; 
and,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Albany,  at  which  resolutions  were  passed,  highly 
complimentary  to  his  public  course,  he  expressly  re- 
fused the  use  of  his  name.  This  determination  of 
Mr.  Clinton  left  the  field  entirely  to  Mr.  Yates, 
and  he  would  have  been  unanimously  elected,  had 
not  Solomon  Southwick  taken  the  field  as  a  stump 
candidate,  and  claimed  the  support  of  the  few  friends 
who  had  religiously  adhered  to  him,  in  prosperity  and 
in  adversity. 
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1822 — Election  of  Judge  Yates,  and  general  success  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party — Members  of  the  Senate  elect — John  Hunter — Ste- 
phen  Thorn — John    Sudam — Alvin  Bronson — John  A.  King — 
Charles  E.  Dudley — Edward  P.  Livingston — John  Cramer — Sam- 
uel  Beardsley — Jonas  Earll,  Jr. — Heman   J.  Redfield — Azariah 
C.  Flagg— Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1823— Gov.  Yates'  Mes- 
sage— Contest  for  the  offices  under  the  new  Constitution — Nomi- 
nation and  rejection  of  Messrs.  Spencer,  Piatt,  and  Woodworth, 
and  the  appointment  of  John  Savage  as  Chief  Justice,  and  Jacob 
Sutherland  as  an  Associate  Justice  of  the   Supreme  Court — Re- 
jection of  Samuel  11.  Betts,  and  Re-nomination  of  John  Wood- 
worth  as  one  of  the  Associate  Justices — Retirement  of  Messrs. 
Spencer,  Van  Ness,  and  Piatt — Democratic  Caucus  for  the  nomi- 
nation of  State  officers — John  V.  N.  Yates  appointed  Secretary  of 
State  ;  William  L.  Marcy,  Comptroller  ;    Simeon  Dewitt,  Sur- 
veyor General;  and  Alexander  M.  Muir,  Commissary  General — 
Dissatisfaction  of  Gen.  Tallmadge — William  K.  Fuller  appointed 
Adjutant  General — Edwin  Croswell  and  Isaac  Q.  Leake  appointed 
State  Printers — Appointment  of  Circuit  Judges — Reuben  H.  Wal- 
worth— William  B.  Rochester — Ambrose  L.  Jordan — Movements 
of  Mr.  Cramer,  as  the  friend  of  Col.  Young — Proceedings  in  antici- 
pation of  the  Presidential  Election  in  1824 — Divisions  in  the  two 
parties  in   this    State — The   New- York   Patriot — Retirement   of 
Chancellor  Kent — The  People's  party — Attempt  to  change   the 
Electoral  law — the  November  Election — David  Gardiner — John 
Crary — Jacob  Haight — Silas  Wright,  Jr. — John  Bowman — Sam- 
uel J.  Wilkin — Bowen  Whiting — Samuel  L.  Edwards — Legisla- 
tive session  of  1824 — Controversy  in  relation  to  the  manner  of 
choosing  Presidential  Electors — Congressional  Caucus  to  nomi- 
nate President  and  Vice  President — Opposition  to  Gov.  Yates — 
The  Albany  Regency — Rejection  of  the  Electoral  law — Nomina- 
tion of  Col.  Young  for  Governor,  and  Gen.  Root  for  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor— Removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton  from  the  office  of  Canal  Com- 
missioner— Extra  session  of  the  Legislature — Gov.  Yates  censured 
by  the  Republican  members  of  the  two  houses — Dewitt  Clinton 
and  James  Tallmadge  nominated  by  the  People's  party,  as  their 
candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor — 1S24. 

The  Democratic  ticket  succeeded  at  the  election  in 
November,  as  a  matter  of  course.     Judge  Yates  re- 
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ceived  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-three  votes,  and  Mr.  Southwick 
only  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  Republicans, 
were  elected  to  compose  the  first  Senate  under  the 
new  Constitution,  viz :  Walter  Bowne,  Jasper  Ward, 
John  A.  King,  and  John  LefTerts,  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict ;  John  Hunter,  Stephen  Thorn,  John  Suydam, 
and  James  Burt,  from  the  Second ;  Charles  E.  Dud- 
ley, Edward  P.  Livingston,  James  Mallory,  and  Ja- 
cob Sutherland,  from  the  Third ;  Archibald  Mo  Intyre, 
(not  the  late  Comptroller,)  Jonn  Cramer,  Melancthon 
Wheeler,  and  David  Erwin,  from  the  Fourth  ;  Samuel 
Beardsley,  Thomas  Greenly,  Alvin  Bronson,  and 
Sherman  Wooster,  from  the  Fifth ;  Farrand  Stranahan, 
Tilly  Lynde,  Isaac  Ogden,  and  Samuel  G.  Hathaway, 
from  the  Sixth ;  Byram  Green,  Jonas  Earl,  Jr.,  Silas 
Bowker,  and  Jessee  Clark,  from  the  Seventh  ;  and 
David  Eason,  Heman  J.  Redfield,  Timothy  Porter, 
and  Joseph  Spencer,  from  the  Eighth  District.  Mr. 
Suydam,  of  the  Senate,  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
address  issued  by  "  the  high-minded  Federalists"  in 
1820,  but  the  other  Senators  elect,  had  for  a  long  time 
been  active  opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton. 

Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  the  members  of  As- 
sembly chosen  at  this  election,  were  Republicans. 
Anion g  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  number,  were 
Petei  R.  Livingston,  of  Dutchess  county,  Jesse  Buel, 
of  Albany,  \zaiiab  <  J.  Flagg,  of  Clinton,  and  Gillian 
C.  Verplanck,  and  Jesse  Hoyt,  of  New-York.  Abra- 
ham P.  Holdridge,  a  Clintonian  member  elected  in 

Columbia  county,  was  also  a  man  of  talent,  and  took 
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a  prominent  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  convened  on  the  7th  day  of  January, 
1823.  The  House  of  Assembly  was  organized  by 
the  choice  of  Peter  R.  Livingston,  as  Speaker.  There 
were  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  members  present, 
and  Mr.  L.  received  one  hundred  and  seventeen  votes. 
Indeed,  it  is  hardly  probable  that  that  gentleman 
would  have  been  supported  as  the  candidate  of  the 
Republican  members,  had  it  not  been  for  their  over- 
whelming preponderance  ;  for  the  reason  that  he  was 
a  man  of  very  strong  political  prejudices,  and  though 
affable  and  courteous  in  his  manners,  an  unwavering 
and  unyielding  opponent  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  friends. 
After  the  organization  of  the  Senate,  Lieut.  Gov- 
Root  presented  to  that  body  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Sutherland,  a  Senator  elect  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict, stating  that  he  had  determined  "  not  to  take  a 
seat  in  the  Senate,"  on  account  of  certain  considera- 
tions which  it  was  "  unnecessary  and  perphaps  im- 
proper for  him  to  state."  Mr.  S.  undoubtedly  antici- 
pated his  subsequent  appointment  as  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  question  was  after- 
wards raised,  whether  or  no,  under  the  new  Consti- 
tution, his  mere  election  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, had  not  disqualified  him  for  holding  the  office. 
The  Governor  and  Senate  decided  differently,  and 
took  the  ground  that  a  person  could  not  become  "  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,"  in  the  constitutional 
sense,  unless  by  some  voluntary  act  assuming  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  membership.  This  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  has  prevailed,  from  that  time 
down  to  the  present. 


IN    NEW-YORK.  269 

The  first  annual  message  of  Gov.  Yates  was  looked 
for  with  some  anxiety.  As  a  literary  composition,  it 
could  not  be  compared  with  those  of  Mr.  Clinton.  It 
was  nevertheless  brief,  and  principally  confined  to  the 
recommendation  of  various  unimportant  laws  that  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary  in  order  to  carry  the  new  Con- 
stitution into  full  effect. 

Early  in  the  winter,  the  city  of  Albany  was  thronged 
with  the  place  hunters,  whose  appetites  had  become 
keenly  whetted  since  the  ratification  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Like  Jackals,  they  had  scented  their  prey  afar 
off,  and  were  already  congratulating  themselves,  in  ex- 
pectancy, upon  the  anticipated  banquet  they  were 
soon  to. share,  over  the  victims  of  the  civil  revolution 
which  had  just  been  effected.  All  the  hangers-on  of 
the  political  party  then  in  the  ascendancy,  were 
exceedingly  anxious  to  mend  their  "  battered  and 
bankrupt  fortunes,"  and  the  first  to  make  known  the 
important  sacrifices  they  had  made  in  the  cause  of 
popular  liberty.  Among  the  numerous  expectants  of 
official  preferment,  and  the  eager  aspirants  to  place 
and  power,  there  were,  no  doubt,  many  honest  and 
deserving  men  ;  and,  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  most 
of  the  selections  made  by  Gov.  Yates,  out  of  the  in- 
congrous  mass  that  blockaded  the  Capitol,  were  high- 
ly judicious  and  appropriate. 

One  of  the  most  absorbing  questions,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  political  adventurers  congregated  at  Albany, 
was,  whether  the  Governor  would  nominate,  and  t lie 
Senate  confirm,  the  old  Judges  of  the  "Supreme  Court. 
Judge  Van  Ness  declined  being  a  candidate  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  associates  on  the   bench.     Gov.  Yates 
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was  quite  anxious  to  discharge  the  duty  devolved 
upon  him,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  his 
friends,  and  in  a  manner  calculated  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  people.  The  great  unanimity  with 
which  he  had  been  elected,  the  most  deceitful  test, 
after  all,  to  the  politician,  had  impressed  him  with  too 
flattering  an  idea  of  his  popularity.  Although  he  had 
been  elected  without  opposition,  he  was  not  the  less 
the  candidate  of  a  political  party  ;  and  while  not  a 
few  of  its  most  active  members  had  determined,  as 
the  first  object  to  be  accomplished,  upon  a  complete 
revolution  in  the  higher  courts,  the  great  majority 
were  too  exacting  to  overlook  the  least  hesitation  in 
carrying  out  their  behests.  He  seemed  to  forget  the 
lesson  that  Queen  Elizabeth  had  taught  one  of  her 
bishops,  that  the  same  power  which  had  made,  was 
strong  enough  to  unmake  ;  and,  as  he  was  naturally 
timid  and  cautious,  he  was  alternately  coaxed  and 
threatened,  until  he  finally  concluded,  on  the  27th  of 
January,  to  nominate  Ambrose  Spencer,  as  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  Jonas  Piatt  and  John  Woodworth,  as  the  Asso- 
ciate Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Notwithstand- 
ing their  conceded  qualifications  and  abilities,  the 
Governor  would  have  found  it  impossible  to  select 
two  persons  more  objectionable,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Democratic  Senators,  and  the  younger  members  of  the 
bar,  than  Messrs.  Spencer  and  Piatt.  The  public 
certainly  were  not  disappointed  at  the  prompt  rejec- 
tion of  the  nominations  made  by  Gov.  Yates,  by 
nearly  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate,  except  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Woodworth,  who  would  probably 
have  been  confirmed,  if  the  other  nominations  had 
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been  different.  Nathan  Sanford  was  nominated,  at 
the  same  time,  to  the  office  of  Chancellor,  and  was 
unanimously  confirmed.  This  appointment  was  made 
to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  August  following,  at 
which  time,  Mr.  Kent  became  ineligible,  by  reason  of 
his  reaching  the  age  of  sixty  years,  fixed  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 

On  the  28th  day  of  January,  the  Governor  nomin- 
ated John  Savage,  Comptroller  of  the  State,  as  Chief 
Justice,  and  Jacob  Sutherland,  and  Samuel  R.  Betts,. 
at  the  present  time  Judge  of  the  United  States  Court 
for  the  Southern  District  of  New- York,  as  the  Associ- 
ate Justices.  Mr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Piatt  at  once  ex- 
pressed their  dissatisfaction  at  the  haste  of  the  Gov- 
ernor in  making  new  nominations,  and  intimated  that 
he  had  secretly  desired  their  rejection.  This  sus- 
picion was  unfounded,  and  it  does  not  appea  to  have 
been  very  generally  entertained.  It  is  certain,  at  least, 
that  the  Democrats  in  the  Senate  did  not  imagine 
any  thing  of  the  kind.  Mr.  Savage  and  Mr.  Suther- 
land were  not  in  very  extensive  practice  as  members 
of  the  legal  profession,  at  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment, but  they  afterwards  proved  to  be  well  qualified 
for  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties.  Their  nom- 
inations were  confirmed  on  the  29th  of  January,  but 
the  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Betts.  The  rejection  of  the  latter  gentleman  was 
not  owing  to  the  want  of  the  necessary  qualifications 
for  the  office,  bill  was  produced  by  the  friends  of 
Judge  Wood  worth,  who  circulated  a  report  impeach- 
ing his  political  integrity.  But  little  credence  was 
given  to  the  report,  in  the  end,  as  he  was  afterwards 
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nominated  and  confirmed  as  one  of  the  Circuit 
Judges.  After  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Betts,  Judge  Wood- 
worth  was  again  nominated  to  fill  the  remaining  seat 
on  the  bench,  and  confirmed  in  the  Senate  by  a  small 
majority. 

Chief  Justice  Spencer,  and  Judges  Van  Ness  and 
Piatt,  after  their  retirement  from  office,  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law.  All  three  of  these  gentlemen 
were  highly  distinguished  in  their  profession,  and  the 
reports  of  the  decisions  made  while  they  occupied  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  evinced  a  high  order  of 
talent,  and  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  elevate 
the  character  of  the  New- York  judiciary. 

At  the  caucus  of  the  Democratic  members  of  the 
Legislature,  held  for  the  selection  of  State  officers, 
John  Van  Ness  Yates  was  nominated  for  Secretary 
of  State  ;  William  L.  Marcy  for  Comptroller ;  Simeon 
Dewitt  for  Surveyor  General,  and  Alexander  M.  Muir, 
for  Commissary  General.  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Muir 
were  selected  without  opposition.  The  friends  of 
Col.  Young,  who  were  headed  by  John  Cramer,  of 
Saratoga,  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Marcy,  and  endeav- 
ored to  procure  the  nomination  of  Gen.  James  Tall- 
madge.  Gov.  Yates  and  his  friends  were  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Marcy,  who  succeeded  in  the  caucus  by  a  large 
majority.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  in  Washington  at  this 
time,  but  it  was  understood  that  he  coincided  with 
the  Governor.  Gen.  Tallmadge  was  much  dissatis- 
fied at  his  defeat,  and  soon  after  abandoned  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  in  company  with  a  number  of  his 
personal  adherents.  Some  little  opposition  was  also 
manifested  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Dewitt,  who  was  a 
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Clintonian  ;  but  his  kindness  and  generosity  of  heart, 
and  his  conceded  fitness  for  the  office,  were  arguments 
in  his  favor,  that  could  not  be  overcome.  The  Legis- 
lature carried  into  effect  the  decrees  of  the  caucus,  on 
the  13th  of  February,  by  the  election  of  the  individu- 
als who  had  been  nominated.  Notwithstanding:  the 
controversy  in  the  meeting,  in  relation  to  some  of  the 
candidates,  there  was  very  little  murmuring  after  the 
decision  had  been  made,  as  it  was  already  a  cardinal 
doctrine  with  the  Democratic  party  to  support  all 
nominations  made  in  this  manner,  and  he  was  con- 
sidered a  very  bold  man  who  dared  to  set  up  his  will 
against  (he  fiat  of  the  majority. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Marcy  as  Comptroller  of  the 
State,  created  a  vacancy  in  the  ofiice  of  Adjutant 
General,  which  was  filled  by  the  Governor,  by  the 
appointment  of  William  K.  Fuller,  of  Madison  coun- 
ty. The  County  Judges,  Surrogates,  and  other  minor 
officers,  appointed  this  winter,  were  almost  invariably 
selected  from  the  Democratic  party,  in  pursuance  of 
the  recommendations  of  conventions  held  in  the  seve- 
ral counties.  Gov.  Yates  himself,  was  not  inclined  to 
act  as  a  partizan  in  the  distribution  of  the  offices,  but 
after  the  rejection  of  a  candidate  whom  he  had  nomi- 
nated for  the  place  of  Notary  Public,  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  State 
Bank  at  Albany,  he  appears  to  have  determined  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  party,  as  expressed  by  their 
representatives  in  the  Senate. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Cantine,  one  of  the  editors  and 
proprietors  of  the  Albany  Argus,  which  occurred  early 
in  the  winter,  produced  a  change  in  the  management 
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of  that  paper.  Edwin  Cros\vell,a  young  printer  from 
Catskill,  who  had  attended  the  funeral  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Cantine,  was  solicited  by  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
Williajii  A.  Duer,  and  other  leading  Republicans,  to 
remain  at  Albany,  and  assist  Mr.  Leake  in  conducting 
that  paper;  and,  on  the  31st  of  March,  a  bill  passed 
both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  appointing  Messrs. 
Croswell  and  Leake,  State  Printers.  This  selection 
proved  to  be  a  fortunate  one  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
his  friends;  Mr.  Croswell  soon  exhibited  the  peculiar 
traits  which  have  rendered  him  so  conspicuous  as  a 
Democratic  editor,  and  became  an  efficient  agent  in 
carrying  into  effect  the  party  discipline  established 
by  the  leading  Republicans  in  the  State. 

The  act  fixing  the  number  and  compensation  of  the 
Circuit  Judges,  was  passed  on  the  17th  day  of  April. 
One  Judge  was  required  to  be  selected  for  each  Sena- 
torial District,  and  the  Governor  soon  after  made  the 
following  nominations,  which  were  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  viz  :  Ogden  Edwards,  for  the  First  Circuit ; 
Samuel  R.  Betts,  for  the  Second  ;  William  A.  Duer,  for 
the  Third;  Reuben  H.Walworth  for  the  Fourth;  Nathan 
Williams,  for  the  Fifth  ;  Samuel  Nelson,  for  the  Sixth  ; 
Enos  T.  Throop  for  the  Seventh,  and  William  B.  Roch- 
ester, for  the  Eighth.  These  appointments  were 
quite  popular,  and  the  individuals  selected  brought 
to  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  talents  and 
qualifications  of  a  high  order.  The  only  contest  of 
importance,  in  the  selection  of  the  Circuit  Judges, 
arose  in  the  Third  District.  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  of 
Hudson,  a  lawyer  of  considerable  eminence,  and  a 
uniform  Democrat,  was  warmly  urged  by  his  friends 
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for  the  office  :  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dner  was 
resisted,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  formerly  been  a 
Federalist.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  in  view 
of  the  important  assistance  which  Mr.  Ducr,  and  others 
associated  with  him  in  1S20,  had  rendered  to  the 
Democratic  party,  were  in  favor  of  his  nomination, 
and  exerted  their  influence  to  secure  it.  Mr.  Jordan 
immediately  afterwards  became  opposed  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  has  maintained  that  position  up  to  the 
present  time. 

The  only  additional  appointment  made  this  winter, 
which  need  be  mentioned,  was  that  of  Richard  Riker, 
as  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New- York.  The  business 
of  the  Legislature  during  the  session,  was  almost  en- 
tirely  confined  to  perfecting  the  changes  in  the  statute 
law  of  the  State,  required  by  the  new  Constitution. 
The  following  joint  resolution,  which,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  was  straining  the  point  of  etiquette  that 
had  elicited  so  much  valuable  informational  the  pre- 
vious sessions  of  the  Legislature,  was  offered  in  the 
Assembly,  by  Mr.  Morse,  of  New- York,  and  adopted 
by  nearly  a  unanimous  vote  : 

"  Resolved^  (If  the  honorable  the  Senate  concur 
therein.)  That  the  practice  of  addressing  the  Governor 
by  the  title  of  His  Excellency,  and  the  Senate  and  As- 
sembly, the  members  and  officers  thereof,  and  several 
other  officers  of  the  government,  by  the  title  of  Honor- 
able, be  discontinued  and  abolished,  as  incompatible 
with  the  Republican  forms  and  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution." 

One  night's  reflection,  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  House,  led  to  the  formation  of  a  "  sober  second- 
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thought,"  which  was  exhibited  in  the  reconsideration 
of  the  resolution  on  the  day  following  its  adoption. 

Owing  to  the  pervading  mania  in  relation  to  the 
divisions  of  the  offices,  the  debates  of  neither  house  of 
the  Legislature,  at  the  session  of  1823,  exhibited  a  very- 
high  order  of  talent.  Messrs.  Bowne,  Bronson,  Suydam. 
King,  Livingston,  Hunter,  Beardsley,  and  Redfield,  of 
the  Senate,  were  all  able  men  ;  but  few  of  them,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Beardsley,  who  was  then  a  young 
man,  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings.  Mr. 
Burt,  and  Mr.  Cramer,  were  experienced  political 
tacticians,  but  all  their  efforts  appear  to  have  been 
directed  to  the  advancement  of  particular  objects.  The 
latter  especially  exerted  himself  to  separate  the  Demo- 
cratic party  from  the  Governor.  He  seemed  to  take 
the  defeat  of  Col.  Young  in  the  Gubernatorial  caucus 
more  to  heart,  than  that  gentleman  himself,  and  he 
left  nothing  undone  to  secure  justice  for  his  friend. 

As  early  as  the  year  1S22,  the  canvass  for  the  next 
Presidential  nomination  commenced  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  A  large  number  of  candidates  were 
brought  into  the  field,  and  the  excitement  contin- 
ued gradually  to  increase  until  the  year  1823,  when 
it  formed  the  principal  topic  of  conversation.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Democrats  in  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  were  in  favor  of  the  nomination  of  John  Q,uincy 
Adams,  but  Mr.  Crawford  was  probably  the  strongest 
candidate  in  the  Union  at  large.  Gen.  Jackson,  Mr. 
Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Clay,  were  also  urged  by  their  re- 
spective friends  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  The 
members  of  Congress,  who  supported  Mr.  Crawford, 
were  opposed  by  the  united  strength  of  the  other  can- 
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didates.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Gen.  Root,  Samuel  Beards- 
ley,  and  other  prominent  Republicans  in  this  State, 
advocated  the  claims  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and,  after  it 
had  been  determined  by  the  friends  of  Adams,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  and  Jackson,  not  to  call  a  Congressional 
caucus,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  nomination,  they 
became  alarmed  and  endeavored  to  bring  the  influ- 
ence  of  the  New- York  Legislature  to  bear  upon  the 
question.  With  this  object  in  view,  a  meeting  of  the 
Republican  members  of  that  body,  was  held  in  Al- 
bany, on  the  22d  day  of  April,  and  a  resolution  adopted 
in  favor  of  calling  a  Congressional  caucus  to  select 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice  President.  The 
proceedings  of  this  meeting  were  immediately  for- 
warded to  Washington,  but  they  failed  of  producing 
any  impression,  except  to  increase  the  activity  of  the 
opponents  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

Joseph  Spencer,  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  this 
State,  elected  in  the  Eighth  District,  died  shortly  after. 
the  close  of  the  annual  session  of  the  Legislature  ;  and 
Samuel  Beardsley,  from  the  Fifth  District,  resigned 
his  seat  during  the  vacation,  in  consequence  of  receiv- 
ing the  appointment  of  District  Attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Northern  District  of  New- York. 

The  term  of  service  of  Chancellor  Kent  expired  in 
July  of  this  year.  A  short  time  previous  to  his  retire- 
ment, a  numerous  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  bar 
in  the  city  of  New-York  was  held,  at  which  Messrs. 
Emmett,  Wells,  Jones,  and  Boyd,  were  appointed  to 
communicate  to  the  Chancellor  their  high  respect  for 
his  character,  and  their  deep  regret  at  the  termination 
of  his  official  duties,  which  had  been  discharged  with 
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so  much  ability  and  fidelity,  and  had  imparted  an  unfa- 
ding lustre  to  the  jurisprudence  of  the  State.  Various 
meetings  of  a  similar  character  were  held  in  the  differ- 
ent cities  of  the  State.  All  classes  and  parties  united  in 
paying  a  complimentary  tribute  to  those  important 
services  of  which  the  public  were  soon  to  be  deprived  ; 
and  they  were  sincerely  rejoiced  at  his  entrance  upon 
those  subsequent  labors  which  have  contributed  to  do 
away  with  many  of  the  rough  and  unpromising  fea- 
tures generally  connected  with  an  introduction  to  the 
science  of  the  law,  and  to  strengthen  and  invigorate 
the  mind,  by  subjecting  it  to  a  rigid  discipline,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  banish  every  tendency  to  indulge  in 
that  enervating  relaxation — '  laborum  dulce  lem- 
mert — which  is  but  too  apt  to  impair  its  vigor  and  its 
usefulness. 

Brockholst  Livingston,  who  was  one  of  the  ablest 
members  of  the  family  whose  name  he  bore,  died  in 
1823.  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  and  Henry  Wheaton, 
were  both  candidates  for  the  vacancy  on  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  but  the  ap- 
pointment was  conferred  on  Smith  Thompson,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Mr.  Spencer's  friends,  who 
had  deeply  regretted  the  loss  of  his  conceded  abilities 
in  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  State,  pressed 
his  name  with  much  zeal  and  warmth.  His  nomina- 
tion would,  by  no  means,  have  detracted  from  the 
high  character  of  the  court ;  but  the  opposition  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  the  New-York  members  of  Con- 
gress, though  founded  entirely  on  political  considera- 
tions, was  too  strong  to  be  disregarded  by  the  President. 

During  the  summer  of  this  year,  a  difficulty  arose 
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among  the  Republicans  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
which  afterwards  extended  through  the  whole  State. 
Mordecai  M.  Noah,  a  forcible  and  witty  writer,  and 
for  several  years  previous  the  editor  of  the  National 
Advocate,  had  been  appointed  Sheriff  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New- York,  in  1821  ;  and  in  consequence  of 
his  failure  to  obtain  the  printing  of  certain  legal  noti- 
ces directed  to  be  published  in  the  State  Paper,  he  had 
denounced  Messrs.  Sharpe,  Ulshoeffer,  Romaine.  and 
other  leading  Democrats  in  the  city  of  New- York,  in 
terms  of  bitter  hostility.     After  the  adoption  of  the 
new  Constitution,  lie  was  regularly  nominated  as  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  office  of  Sheriff.     The 
New- York   American,    which .   was    conducted    by 
Charles  King,  openly  refused  to  support  his  nomina- 
tion ;  and  those  gentlemen  whom  he  had  attacked 
also  took  ground  against  it.     The  consequence  was, 
that  Mr.  Noah  lost  his  election;  and  he  eagerly  avail- 
ed himself  of  the  opportunity  which  offered  in  1S23, 
to  renew  the  contest  with  the  persons  through  whose 
instrumentality  he  had  been  defeated.     He  came  out 
decidedly  in  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  claimed  that 
his  paper  was  the  only  truly  Republican  journal  in 
the  city.     With  a  view  of  counteracting  the  influence 
of  the  Advoca'c.  Henry  WTieaton,  who,  it  is  said,  was 
then  in  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  procured  the 
establishmenl  of  a  new  paper,  called  the  New- York 
Patriot,  which  was  placed  under  the  e  litorial  charge 
of  Charles  K.  Gardner,  recently  one  of  tin-  Assistant 
Postmaster  Generals.    This  paper  opposed  the  election 
of  Mr.  Crawford,  but  did  not  support  any  particular 
one  of  ill*-  differ  -!:t  candidates. 
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Mr.  Clinton  was  one  of  the  earliest  supporters  of 
Gen.  Jackson  ;  but  the  party  to  which  he  belonged  in 
this  State  were  equally  divided  with  the  Republicans, 
in  reference  to  the  Presidential  question.  In  this  state 
of  things,  it  was  feared  by  Mr.  Wheaton  and  others, 
that  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  the  next 
Legislature  would  be  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  For  the  purpose  of  preventing  this  result,  a 
plan  was  matured  by  a  citizen  of  Albany,  and  advo- 
cated in  the  New- York  Patriot,  for  giving  to  the  peo- 
ple the  choice  of  the  Presidential  Electors.  The  Al- 
bany Daily  Advertiser,  which  was  edited  at  this  time 
by  Israel  W.  Clark,  formerly  of  the  Albany  Register, 
took  ground  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  and  claimed 
to  be  the  organ  of  the  persons  with  whom  it  had 
originated.  This  movement  proved  to  be  a  popular 
one,  and  a  party,  denominated  "  The  People's  Party," 
was  formed  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  in  this  State,  were  de- 
nominated "  The  Regency  Party,"  by  their  oppo- 
nents ;  and  an  active  and  spirited  system  of  election- 
eering was  commenced  by  both  parties,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  November  election.  The  choice  of  the 
Electors  by  the  people  was  thoroughly  Democratic, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  candidates  put  in  nomi- 
nation, were  pledged  to  vote  for  the  law. 

The  People's  party  proper  did  not  succeed  in  elect- 
ing a  majority  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  although 
it  was  understood  that  upwards  of  seventy  of  them 
were  committed  in  favor  of  the  Electoral  law.  Mr. 
"Wheaton  was  elected  in  the  city  of  New-York,  on  the 
People's  ticket ;  and  Gen.  Tallmadge  in  the  county 
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of  Dutchess.  Henry  Cunningham  succeeded  as  a  self- 
nominated  candidate,  in  Montgomery  county  ;  John 
Crary  and  Ezra  Smith,  in  Washington  ;  and  Isaac 
Riggs  in  Schenectady.  Among  the  Clintonian  mem- 
bers elected,  were  Samuel  J.  Wilkin,  of  Orange 
county,  then  a  young  man  of  promising  abilities,  and 
Doct.  Barstow,  of  Tioga.  The  most  prominent  Re- 
publican members  chosen,  were  Messrs.  Fiagg,  of 
Clinton,  Ruger,  of  Oneida,  Hosmer,  of  Genesee,  Ed- 
wards, of  Onondaga,  Whiting,  of  Ontario,  and  Water- 
man, of  Broome.  David  Gardiner,  a  People's  man, 
was  elected  in  the  First  Senatorial  District,  in  the 
place  of  John  A.  King ;  William  Nelson  succeeded 
Mr.  Hunter,  in  the  Second ;  Jacob  Haight  took  the 
place  of  Judge  Sutherland,  from  the  Third ;  Silas 
Wright,  Jr.,  was  chosen  in  the  Fourth  District,  as  the 
successor  of  Mr.  Erwin;  Perley  Keyes  in  the  Fifth, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Beardsley ;  Latham  A.  Burrows  in 
the  Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hathaway  ;  Jedediah 
Morgan  in  the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bowker ; 
and  John  Bowman  in  the  Eighth,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Porter.  The  vacancy  in  the  Eighth  District,  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  Spencer,  was  filled  by  the 
election  of  James  Mc  Call. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  commenced  its  annual 
session  on  the  Otli  day  of  January,  1821.  Mr.  Whcaton, 
Gen.  Tallmadge,  and  others,  who  had  been  elected  by 
the  People's  party,  in  opposition  to  the  regular  Repub- 
lican nominations,  met  with  the  Democratic  members, 
at  the  eauci  s  held  on  the  evening  preceding  the  first 

day  of  the  s  ssion,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  nom- 
inate Mr.  TallrHadge  as  the  candidate  for  Speaker; 
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but  Richard  Goodell,  of  Jefferson  county,  received  a 
large  majority  of  the  votes,  and  was  afterwards  elected 
in  the  House.  The  message  of  Gov.  Yates  was  a 
more  creditable  document  than  the  previous  one.  He 
again  recommended  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Le^isla- 
ture  to  the  contemplated  change  in  the  mode  of  choos- 
,  ing  Presidential  Electors,  but  did  not  express  any  defi- 
nite opinion  on  the  subject.  As  soon  as  the  prelimi- 
nary organization  had  been  completed  in  the  Assembly, 
Mr.  Wheaton  gave  notice  that  he  would  bring  in  a 
bill,  authorizing  the  people  to  choose  the  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President.  Mr.  Flagg,  who  was 
the  most  shrewd  and  active  Crawford  man  in  the 
House  this  winter,  immediately  offered  a  resolution, 
that  the  whole  subject  of  changing  the  law  in  respect 
to  the  choice  of  electors  should  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  nine  members. 

The  introduction  of  Mr.  Flag^'s  resolution,  at  once 
set  in  motion  all  the  stormy  elements  which  had  been 
concentrating  their  energies  for  the  anticipated  debate. 
It  was  vehemently  attacked  by  Mr.  Wheaton,  Gen. 
Tallmadge,  Doct.  Barstow,  and  Messrs.  Grary  and 
Wilkin,  and  defended  with  equal  warmth  by  Messrs. 
Flagg,  Edwards,  and  Ruger,  who  were  Crawford  men, 
and  Messrs.  Osmer,  Whiting,  and  M.illett.  who  were 
friendly  to  Mr.  Clay.  The  preponderance  of  talent  was 
decidedly  with  the  members  who  supported  the  proposi- 
tion advocated  by  the  People's  party,  and  they  charged 
the  mover  of  the  resolution  with  an  intent  on  to  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  and  evade 
or  delay  action  on  the  Electoral  law.     Mr.  Flagg  was 
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a  practical  printer,  and  then  conducted  a  Democratic 
paper  published  at  Plattsburgh  ;  but  he  was  not  daunt- 
ed by  the  array  of  intellect  that  he  was  compelled 
to  meet,  and  he  made  several  pungent  speeches  in  re- 
ply to  the  attacks  made  upon  him.  The  resolution 
which  he  offered  was  adopted,  by  seventy-six  to  forty- 
seven  :  and  Messrs.  Flagg,  Wheaton,  Mullett,  Van 
Alstyne,  Bellinger,  Finch,  Brown,  Bowker,  and  Ellis. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee,  with  the  exception 
of  Messrs.  Wheaton,  Mullett,  and  Finch,  were  Craw- 
ford men. 

On  calling  the  committee  together,  Mr.  Flagg  stated 
the  object  of  their  appointment,  but  neither  he  or  his 
friends  brought  forward  any  proposition  for  consider- 
ation; whereupon,  for  the  purpose  of  expediting  the 
business,  Mr.  Wheaton  offered  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  right  of  choosing  the  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  vest- 
ed in  the  'people  of  this  State,  by  a  law  to  be  passed 
at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature." 

This  r<  solution  \\ras  carried;  Mr.  Van  Alstyne  be- 
ing the  only  member  of  the  committee  who  voted  in 
the  negative.  Mr.  Wheaton  then  offered  another 
resolution,  de<  taring,  u  that  such  election  ought  to  be 
by  genera]  ticket;"  which  Mr.  Plagg  proposed  to 
amend,  by  a  Iding  ;li<-  words,  "and  that  a  majority  of  all 
tin-  voles  shall  1»'  necessary  t<>  make  a  choice."'  Mr. 
Wheaton  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the  ground  that 
it  had  been  the  invariable  custom  to  elect  by  a  plu- 
rality: ami  that  if  thr  law  \\;i^  framed  as  desired  by 
Mr.  Fla.'j.  the  vote  of  New-York  would  1>«'  lost ;  as  it 
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could  not  be  expected  that  either  one  of  the  candidates 
would  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast ;  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  order  a  new  election  within 
the  thirty-four  days  limited  by  the  Constitution.  After 
meeting  several  times,  the  committee  finally  agreed 
to  report  a  bill,  giving  to  the  people  the  power  of  choos- 
ing the  Electors,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  and 
providing  that,  in  case  no  choice  should  be  had,  the 
election  should  be  made  by  the  Legislature.  An 
animated  discussion,  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  took 
place  in  the  House,  and  the  clause  in  relation  to  the 
right  of  the  Legislature  to  make  choice  of  the  Electors, 
where  there  was  a  failure  to  elect  by  the  people,  was 
stricken  out.  Mr.  Finch,  who  was  elected  by  the 
People's  party,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  then  moved 
an  amendment,  substituting  the  choice  by  a  plurality, 
for  that  of  a  majoity,  of  the  votes,  which  was  lost ; 
fifty-two  members  voting  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
and  sixty-four  against  it.  This  result  was  produced 
by  a  union  of  the  Adams  and  Clay  men,  who  were 
fearful  that  Mr.  Clinton  would  be  brought  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  if  a  plurality  vote 
could  secure  the  Electors,  with  the  Crawford  members 
of  the  Assembly.  After  the  passage  of  this  bill,  Mr. 
Wheaton,  who  was  then  the  Reporter  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

In  the  Senate,  the  Electoral  bill  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  of  which  Mr.  Dudley  was  chairman.  It 
was  suffered  to  sleep  in  their  hands,  until  a  resolution 
requiring  them  to  report,  was  offered  by  Mr.  Ogden, 
who  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Burt,  Burrows,  and 


IN   NEW-YORK.  285 

Cramer.  The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Suydam,  Wheeler,  and  Wright,  and  postponed  indefi- 
nitely ;  but  the  committee,  within  a  few  days,  made 
a  lengthy  and  labored  report,  concluding  with  the  fol- 
lowing summary  of  their  views  : 

"  The  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  for  the 
reasons  set  forth  in  this  report,  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  pass  the  bill  from  the  Assembly,  or  any 
other  bill  changing  the  present  mode  of  appointing 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  or,  at  least,  until  the  efforts  which  are 
now  seriously  making  in  Congress  to  establish  a  uni- 
form rule  of  apportionment,  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  which  the  peo- 
ple can  elect  by  districts,  have  either  terminated  in 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  such  amendment  by  that 

body." 

This  report  was  taken  up  in  the  Senate,  on  the  10th 
day  of  March,  when  Mr.  Cramer  moved  to  amend  it, 
by  striking  out  the  clause  above  quoted,  and  insert- 
ing  this  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  pass  a  law,  at 
the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  giving  to  the 
people  of  this  State  the  choice  of  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  by  general  ticket." 

Mr.  Cramer  supported  his  resolution,  in  a  pertinent 
and  argumentative  speech,  and  it  was  finally  passed,  by 
a  vote  of  sixteen  to  fifteen,  after  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  append  the  plurality  clause.  Mr.  Wright 
voted  against  the  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the 
original  resolution,  although  be  had  proposed  an 
amendment  to  the  report,  providing  for  the  choice  of 
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the  Electors  by  districts,  except  the  two  correspond- 
ing/with the  Senators  in  Congress,  who  were  to  be 
chosen  by  the  Legislature.  This  gentleman  was  one 
of  the  youngest  members  of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  un- 
derstood at  the  time  of  his  election,  that  he  would 
vote  for  an  electoral  law.  He  delivered  a  speech  du- 
ring the  progress  of  the  discussion,  which  was  quite 
ingeniously  framed,  and  indicated  the  possession  of 
talents  of  a  high  order.  So  far  as  voting  for  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Cramer  was  concerned,  he  acted  in  con- 
formity with  the  implied  understanding  between  him- 
self and  his  constituents  ;  but  he  directly  afterwards 
contributed,  by  his  vote,  to  the  practical  defeat  of  the 
very  measure  which  they  desired  to  see  carried  into 
effect. 

The  debate  in  the  Senate,  on  the  Electoral  bill,  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  a  motion,  made  by  Edward  P. 
Livingston,  directing  the  further  consideration  of  it 
to  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  November. 
Mr.  Suydam  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried 
by  the  following  vote  : 

Ayes— -Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne.  Bronson,  Dudley, 

Earll,  Green,  Keyes,  Lefferts,  Livingston,  Mallory, 
McCalLRedfield,  Stranahan,  Suydam,  Ward.  Wooster, 

Wright — seventeen. 

Nays — Messrs.  Burrows,  Burt,  Clark,  Cramer,  Gar- 
diner, Greenly,  Haight.Lynde.  Mclntyre,  Morgan,  Nel- 
son, Ogden,  Thorn,  Wheeler — fourteen. 

The  conduct  of  the  majority,  of  the  Senate  in  refus- 
ing to  pass  an  Electoral  law,  in  compliance  with  the 
general  sentiment  prevailing  among  the  people,  na- 
turally excited  a  deep  feeling  of  indignation.     It  was 
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true,  that  the  motives  of  the  originators  of  this  plan  to 
prevent  the  election  of  Mr.  Crawford,  were  deserving 
of  the  severest  censure :  it  certainly  did  not  proceed 
from  any  commendable  desire  to  restore  to  the  people  a 
power  that  had  been  wrongfully  taken  from  them,  but 
its  design  was  rather  to  defeat  the  most  popular  can- 
didate, and  thus  pave  the  way  for  the  success  of  some 
one  of  the  other  aspirants  to  the  Presidency ;  never- 
theless, these  considerations,  howsoever  they  might 
have  influenced  the  votes  of  the  seventeen  Senators, 
ought  to  have  been  entirely  disregarded.  They  should 
have  remembered  that,  although  the  politician  who 
advocates  innovation  and  change,  and  strikes  out  in 
advance  of  his  party,  in  favor  of  new  and  untried 
measures,  is  not  always  the  most  successful,  his  fear- 
lessness and  honesty  are  gratefully  remembered,  even 
if  they  go  unrewarded,  by  those  wiio  reap  the  fruits 
of  his  labors.  It  is  far  better  to  take  advantage  of 
the  favorable  tide,  than  to  wait  for  the  returning  wave, 
and  be  borne  headlong  to  destruction.  '  Reform'  is, 
indeed,  ca  catching  word.'  Abuses  are  sometimes 
practiced  under  its  influence ;  but  when  it  is  the  ex- 
pression of  a  laudable  desire  to  overthrow  wrong  and 
injustice,  and  restore  to  their  legitimate  possessors  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  which  they  have  been  depriv- 
ed, it  awakens  a  glad  response  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  who  never  rest  satisfied  until  the  great  object 
is  attained.  The  members  of  the  I  legislature  of  1824, 
who  were  the  most  zealous  in  attempting  to  procure 
the  passage  of  the  Electoral  law,  undoubtedly  labored 
for  the  promotion  of  their  own  selfish  views  ;  but  they 
dexterously  availed  themselves  of  a  measure  that  was 
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just  and  proper  in  itself,  and,  however  unworthy  may- 
have  been  the  instruments  by  whom  it  was  employed, 
it  was  powerful  enough  to  overthrow  the  dominant 
party  in  the  State. 

The  most  glaring  error  of  the  Senators  who  sup- 
ported Mr.  Livingston's  motion  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Electoral  bill,  was,  that  they  professed 
to  be  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  people  what  was  de- 
manded in  their  behalf,  but  at  the  same  time  rejected 
every  proposition  that  looked  like  accomplishing  the 
object.  The  course  of  the  Crawford  men  was  a  mat- 
ter of  strict  necessity,  in  a  party  point  of  view,  and 
justifiable  only  upon  the  Jesuitical  doctrine,  that  the 
means  are  warranted  by  the  end.  The  Adams  and 
Clay  men,  also,  who  were  fearful  that  Mr.  Clinton 
would  supplant  their  favorite  candidate,  might  have 
resorted  to  the  same  plea,  in  their  justification  ;  and 
had  the  vote  of  the  seventeen  Senators  been  defended, 
as  an  extreme  measure,  which  had  been  forced  upon 
them,  as  was  in  truth  the  case,  the  popular  odium 
subsequently  attached  to  their  conduct,  might,  in  some 
degree,  have  been  relieved.  But  the  flimsy  covering 
resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  the  real  mo- 
tive of  the  act,  was  so  easily  penetrated,  that  it  was 
at  once  held  up  to  ridicule ;  and  the  names  of  Mr. 
Livingston  and  his  associates  were  displayed  upon 
placards,  and  in  the  columns  of  the  public  prints, 
coupled  with  the  severest  animadversions  upon  their 
course. 

The  Presidential  question  continued  to  excite  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  interest  at  Washington,  du- 
ring the  winter  of  1S24.     Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Dick- 
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inson,  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  other  friends  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, made  great  exertions  in  order  to  secure  the  nom- 
ination of  that  gentleman,  at  a  general  Congressional 
caucus.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  members  were 
opposed  to  this  course,  and  only  sixty-six  were  induc- 
ed to  attend  in  pursuance  of  the  call.  On  balloting 
for  a  Presidential  candidate,  Mr.  Crawford  received 
sixty-two  votes,  Mr.  Adams  two,  Gen.  Jackson  one, 
and  Nathaniel  Macon  one.  The  result  of  this  caucus 
injured  the  prospects  of  Mr.  Crawford  ;  but  the  friends 
of  the  other  candidates  did  not  care  to  exhibit  their 
own  weakness  separately,  and  therefore  contented 
themselves  with'preserving  their  united  opposition  to 
the  nominee  of  the  caucus. 

Murmurs  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  course  of  Gov. 
Yates  had  been  heard  soon  after  his  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  and  they  were  renewed  by  his 
enemies  on  every  occasion  that  presented  itself.  A 
number  of  satirical  articles,  written  by  S.  Dewitt 
Bloodgood,  and  Charles  A.  Clinton,  one  of  the  sons  of 
the  late  Governor,  over  the  signature  "Buffalo,"  ap- 
peared in  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser ;  and  as  the 
object  of  the  writers  was  to  bring  the  Governor  into 
ridicule  and  contempt,  they  resorted  to  the  most  fla- 
grant personal  abuse,  and  exposed  his  private  actions 
and  relations  to  the  public  gaze.  Mr.  Cramer,  and 
other  friends  of  Col.  Young,  though  not  openly  coun- 
tenancing these  personal  attacks,  were  notwithstanding 
exceedingly  officious  in  keeping  up  the  discontent ; 
and  after  the  rejection  of  the  Electoral  bill,  it  was 
charged  upon  Gov.  Yates  that  he  had  advised  that 
course,  and  would  be  held  responsible.  The  object 
19 
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of  this  charge  was  to  establish  a  conviction  in  the 
minds  of  the  Democratic  members,  of  the  necessity  of 
taking  np  some  other  candidate  for  the  next  Govern- 
or. Mr,  Wright  and  Mr.  Flagg  firmly  adhered  to  Mr. 
Yates,  and  insisted  that  he  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed 
for  assisting  in  carrying  a  party  measure  into  effect- 
Col.  Young  was  understood  to  be  friendly  to  the 
Electoral  bill ;  and  the  policy  of  Mr.  Cramer,  who  had 
voted  in  favor  of  it  in  the  Senate,  appears,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  have  been,  to  form  a  union  with  the  Peo- 
ple's party.  Negotiations  were  accordingly  entered 
into,  between  himself  and  Mr.  Wheaton,  and  other 
People's  men  ;  and  it  was  determined  that  a  State  Con- 
vention should  be  held,  and  Col.  Young  nominated 
for  Governor.  Before  this  arrangement  could  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  a  caucus  of  the  Republican  members 
was  held,  and,  as  it  was  found  that  the  friends 
of  Gov.  Yates  had,  to  a  great  extent,  ungenerously  de- 
serted him,  the  plan  of  Mr.  Cramer  was  immediately 
changed.  Col.  Young  was  brought  forward  as  a  can- 
didate, and  received  the  nomination,  by  nearly  twenty 
majority.  Gen.  Root  was  re-nominated  for  the  office 
of  Lieutenant  Governor.  This  was  the  last  Legisla- 
tive caucus  held  for  the  nomination  of  these  officers. 

The  People's  party  in  the  Legislature,  were  taken 
by  surprise,  at  the  nomination  of  Col.  Young,  and 
on  the  7th  of  April,  they  also  held  a  meeting,  and 
adopted  an  address,  protesting  against  the  manner  of 
making  nominations  by  a  Legislative  caucus,  and  re- 
commending that  a  Convention  of  delegates,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  friends  of  the  Electoral  bill,  should  be 
held  at  Utica  on  the  21st  day  of  September.     This 
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movement  completely  dissipated  the  hopes  that  were 
entertained  by  the  friends  of  Col.  Young-,  of  his  re- 
ceiving the  votes  of  the  People's  party,  and  he  was 
soon  after  denounced  by  them,  as  being  under  the 
control  of  the  Albany  Regency,  which  was  said  to 
consist  of  Benjamin  Knower,  Samuel  A.  Talcott, 
William  L.  Marcy,  Roger  Skinner,  Edwin  Croswell, 
and  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

It  was  confidently  asserted,  before  the  close  of  the 
winter  session  of  the  Legislature,  by  several  active 
politicians,  that  a  desire  existed  among  a  number  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  People's  party,  to  nominate 
Dewitt  Clinton  as  their  candidate  for  Governor.  Mr. 
Wheaton,  and  others,  protested  that  there  was  no  such 
plan  on  foot,  and  it  was  then  generally  understood 
that  Mr.  Tallmadge  would  be  the  candidate.  But  the 
fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  Crawford  men  were 
not  easily  allayed,  and,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton,  if  it  were  really  in  con- 
templation, they  concocted  a  most  unjustifiable  plan 
for  his  removal  from  the  office  of  Canal  Commission- 
er. He  had  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  faith- 
fully and  gratuitously,  for  a  series  of  years,  and 
not  a  word  of  complaint  was  made,  imputing  to  him 
any  official  misconduct.  The  object  of  proposing  his 
removal,  was  to  force  the  Anti-Clintonians  in  the  Peo- 
ple's party,  either  to  vote  against  him,  or  to  come  out 
openly  in  his  favor.  Mr.  Bowman  submitted  the  res- 
olution in  the  Senate,  and  it  passed  with  but  three 
dissenting  voices :  Messrs.  Cramer,  Morgan,  and  Mc- 
Intyre,  beim:  the  only  Senators  who  voted  against  it. 
In  the  House,  some  hit!"  opposition  was  exhibited  to 
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the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Cunningham, 
of  Montgomery  county,  who  claimed  to  be  neutral  in 
politics,  delivered  an  eloquent  and  impassioned  ha- 
rangue against  the  gross  act  of  proscription  and  in- 
justice which  it  contemplated.  After  a  few  moments' 
farther  debate,  the  question  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — sixty-four  to  thirty-four.  Mr.  Wheat- 
on,  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  nearly  all  the  Adams  men 
belonging  to  the  People's  party,  voted  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  while  several  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford opposed  its  passage. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  a  hasty  and  ill- 
advised  act.  It  not  only  failed  of  accomplishing  the 
object  for  which  it  was  designed,  but  its  immediate 
effect  was  to  secure  the  nomination  and  election  of 
the  very  individual  whom  it  was  intended  to  prostrate, 
•and,  on  many  a  subsequent  occasion,  it  returned  to 
plague  the  inventors.  A  public  meeting  was  called 
in  Albany,  soon  after  the  proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 
ture were  made  public,  which  was  attended  by  a  large 
number  of  citizens.  Judge  Tayler,  the  late  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, presided,  and  John  H.  Wendell  officiated  as  Sec- 
retary. Eloquent  addresses  were  made  by  Col.  James 
McKown,  and  others,  and  a  series  of  spirited  resolu- 
tions, drawn  up  by  Alfred  Conkling,  the  present  Judge 
of  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  Northern 
District  of  this  State,  expressing  the  views  of  the 
assembled  people,  upon  "  the  flagrant  and  wanton  vio- 
lation of  public  trust,"  committed  by  the  Legislature, 
were  reported,  and  adopted  by  acclamation.  A  com- 
mittee was  also  appointed,  consisting  of  William  James, 
Ebenezer  Baldwin,  Joseph  Alexander,  Phillip  S.  Par- 


IN   NEW-YORK.  293 

ker,  Josiah  Townsend,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  M.  Hop- 
kins, Chandler  Starr,  Elisha  Jenkins,  Gideon  Haw- 
ley,  Teunis  Van  Vechten,  John  Cassidy,  Jeremiah  Wa- 
terman, James  McKown,  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  Alfred 
Conkling,  and  the  Chairman  and  Secretary,  to  express 
to  Mr.  Clinton,  "  the  lively  sense"  which  the  meeting 
entertained  "  of  his  highly  meritorious  services,  and  to 
tender  to  him  the  tribute  of  their  warmest  thanks." 
Public  meetings  were  held  in  New- York,  and  other  pla- 
ces, at  which  similar  proceedings  were  had.  The  replies 
of  Mr.  Clinton,  to  the  numerous  addresses  he  received, 
were  uniformly  courteous  and  dignified,  and  contribu- 
ted to  swell  the  torrent  of  popular  indignation,  which 
was  fast  pouring  in  upon  the  authors  of  his  removal. 

During  the  summer  of  1824,  the  partnership  be- 
tween Messrs.  Croswell  and  Leake  was  terminated,  by 
the  withdrawal  of  the  latter  from  the  concern,  and  his 
resignation  of  the  office  of  State  Printer.  This  step 
was  occasioned  by  the  preference  of  Mr.  Leake  for 
Mr.  Clay  as  the  next  candidate  for  the  Presidency ;  and 
as  Mr.  Croswell  and  a  large  majority  of  the  patrons 
of  the  Argus  were  decided  in  their  support  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  it  was  thought  advisable  that  the  change 
should  be  made. 

Gov.  Yates  seems  to  have  entertained  the  opinion, 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  that  if  he 
came  out  in  favor  of  the  Electoral  bill,  he  might  be 
re-nominated  by  the  People's  Convention.  The  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  course  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  in  voting 
for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton,  tended  to  strengthen 
this  idea,  and  the  Governor  then  determined  on  call- 
ing an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  that  he  might 
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have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  the  change  in  his 
opinions.  His  proclamation  for  that  purpose  was  da- 
ted on  the  2d  day  of  June,  and,  after  adverting  to  the 
fact  that  Congress  had  adjourned,  without  making  any 
change  in  the  manner  of  choosing  Presidential  Elec- 
tors,  which  it  could  not  constitutionally  do,  it  went  on 
to  express  the  opinion,  that  "  the  people  were  justly 
alarmed  with  the  apprehension  that  their  undoubted 
right  of  choosing  the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  would  be  withheld  from  them."  In  order 
to  prevent  this  result,  the  Governor  stated  that  he  felt 
bound  to  convene  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  to  commence  on  the  2d  day  of  August : 
at  which  time  the  members  assembled  in  pursuance 
of  the  proclamation.  The  Governor's  message  reit- 
erated the  sentiments  he  had  previously  advanced  in 
the  document  convening  the  Legislature,  but  before 
it  was  received  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Green,  of  the  Sev- 
enth District,  offered  a  resolution  censuring  the  Gov- 
ernor for  calling  the  extra  session.  Immediately  after 
the  reception  of  the  message  in  the  House,  Mr.  Flagg 
offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  Resolved.,  That  since  the  last  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature,  ik-  thing  has  transpired  within  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  requiring  an  extraordi- 
nary session  at  this  time,  and,  therefore,  the  procla- 
mation of  the  Governor  convening  the  same,  is  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

"  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  transaction  of 
legislative  business,  in  obedience  to  a  proclamation 
thus  indiscreetly  issued,  and  especially  in  relation  to 
a  subject  which  had  been  repeatedly  discussed  and 
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acted  upon  by  the  Legislature  at  their  last  meeting, 
would  sanction  a  precedent  of  dangerous  tendency, 
it  is  due  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  as 
well  as  to  the  Constitution  under  which  they  sit, 
and  the  oath  they  have  taken  to  support  it,  as  to  the 
highest  and  best  interests  of  their  constituents,  that 
they  should  forthwith  adjourn.     Therefore, 

"  Resolved^  (If  the  Senate  concur,)  the  two  houses 
will  immediately  adjourn,  to  meet  again  pursuant  to 
law." 

Gen.  Tallmadge  earnestly  opposed  the  passage  of 
these  resolutions,  and  he,  and  other  members  of  the 
Assembly,  delivered  several  effective  and  animated 
speeches  on  the  question.  The  first  two  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  a  strong  vote,  but  the  remaining  one 
was  temporarily  postponed.  A  resolution  was  also  adopt- 
ed in  the  House,  on  the  same  day,  declaring  that  an 
Electoral  law  ought  to  be  passed.  The  vote  on  the  last 
resolution  stood  seventy-five  to  forty-four.  The  Senate 
concurred  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly,  and  on 
the  6th  day  of  August  they  adjourned,  without  accom- 
plishing any  other  business. 

Mr.  Clinton's  friends  were  very  active  in  pressing 
his  claims  as  the  candidate  for  the  next  Governor,  up 
to  the  time  of  the  Convention.  Charles  G.  Haines, 
formerly  his  private  Secretary,  and  S.  Dewitt  Blood- 
good,  of  Albany,  contributed  a  number  of  able  articles 
to  the  leading  Clintonian  journals,  in  favor  of  his  nom- 
ination, and  tin:  former  gentleman  visited  almost  every 
county  in  the  State  on  the  same  political  errand.  The 
original  (bunders  of  the  People's  party,  Messrs.  Tall- 
madge, Wheaton,  Burt,  Ogden,  Burrows,  Gardiner, 
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and  others,  were  far  from  being  disposed  to  surrender 
the  fruits  of  their  anticipated  victory  to  the  eleventh- 
hour  men  who  had  joined  their  ranks.  They  enter- 
tained an  invincible  feeling  of  repugnance  towards 
Mr.  Clinton,  and,  if  the  safety  of  their  party  had  not 
depended  on  the  assistance  of  himself  and  his  friends, 
it  is  probable  that  they  would  have  refused  to  co-ope- 
rate with  them.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  dele- 
gates were  present  at  the  Convention,  which  was 
organized  by  the  appointment  of  John  Tayler,  of  Al- 
bany, as  President,  Alexander  Coffin,  of  Hudson,  as 
Vice  President,  and  Samuel  Stevens,  of  Washington, 
as  Secretary.  About  thirty  of  the  members  belonged 
to  the  People's  party  proper,  and  the  remainder  were 
either  Clintonians  or  Federalists.  The  People's  men 
were  unanimous  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tallmadge  ;  and  Doct. 
Barstow,  of  Tioga,  and  Gerrit  Smith,  of  Madison,  both 
of  whom  were  Clintonians,  also  concurred  in  the  pro- 
priety of  his  nomination  ;  but  it  was  soon  found,  how- 
ever, that  he  would  not  receive  the  votes  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  delegates,  and  his  friends  then  proposed  the 
name  of  John  W.  Taylor,  of  Saratoga,  an  Adams  man 
and  a  Clintonian.  This  attempt  to  prevent  the  nom- 
ination of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  defeated  by  the  production 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Taylor,  positively  interdicting 
the  use  of  his  name.  On  the  second  day  of  the  Con- 
vention, Dewitt  Clinton  received  the  nomination  for 
Governor  by  a  large  majority,  and  Gen.  Tallmadge 
was  unanimously  selected  as  the  candidate  for  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gebhard,  of 


IN    NEW-YORK.  297 

Schoharie,  declaring  that  it  was  improper  to  make 
nominations  of  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  in  a  Legislative  caucus,  and  that  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  ought  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 
Most  of  the  members  of  the  Convention  belonging  to 
the  People's  party  withdrew  as  soon  as  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Clinton  was  announced,  and  formed  a  sep- 
arate meeting,  of  which  Mr.  Coffin,  the  Yice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention,  was  made  Chairman,  and  Mr. 
Todd,  of  New- York,  Secretary.  This  meetin g  passed 
resolutions  protesting  against  the  selection  of  Mr. 
Clinton,  but  concurring  in  that  of  Gen.  Tallmadge. 
Aside  from  the  temporary  ill-feeling  it  produced,  this 
disaffection  did  not  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Clintonian  and  People's  ticket. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


1324. — Defeat  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  triumphant  election 
of  Dewitt  Clinton — Details  of  the  November  Election — John  W. 
Hulbert — Samuel   Stevens — Thmiow    Weed — Extra    Session  of 
the  Legislature,  and  choice  of  Presidential  Electors — Movements 
of  the  Adams   and  Clay  men — The  Chemical  Bank — Efforts  of 
the    Bucktails  to  control  the  appointments  to  office  under  Mr. 
Clinton's  administration — Annual   Session  of  the  Legislature  in 
1S25 — The  Governor's  Message — Result  of  the  Presidential  Elec- 
tion, and  operations  of  the  party  leaders  at  Washington — Disaffec- 
tion, of  Gen.  Tallmadge  and  his  friends — The  election  of  a  United 
States  Senator  to  succeed  Mr.  King  defeated  in  the  State  Senate- 
Divisions  in  relation  to  the  Presidential  question — The  English 
Mission  tendered  to  Mr.  Clinton,  but  declined — Project  of  a  State 
Road  through  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  and  appointment  of 
Commissioners  to  designate  the  route — Charles  G.  Haines  appoint- 
ed Adjutant  General,  and  Dr.  Barstovv  elected  Treasurer — Tour  of 
Gov.  Clinton  through  Ohio  and  Kentucky — Death  of  Judge  Skin- 
ner, and  appointment  of  Alfred  Conkling  as  his  successor — Canal 
Celebration — November  Election-Francis  Granger-Theodore  Sill 
-Samuel  L.  Lush-Aaron  Vanderpoel — Levi  Beardsley — Freeborn 
G.  Jewett — Success  of  the  Anti-Clintonians — John    W.   Taylor 
elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives — Legislature  of 
1S26 — Nathan   Sanford    elected  a  Senator  in   Congress — Under- 
standing between  Gov.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van  Buren's  friends,  with 
reference  to  the  support  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  next  Presidency 
— Samuel  Jones  appointed  Chancellor — Election  of  State  Officers 
— Azariah  C.  Flagg  appointed  Secretary  of  State — Restoration  of 
Mr.  Keyser  to  the  office  of  Treasurer,  and  re-election  of  the  other 
incumbents — Charges  against  Mr.  Ward,  of  the  Senate,  and  his 
resignation — Proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  relation 
to  the  Right  of  Suffrage,  and  the  election  of  Justices  by  the  Peo- 
ple— Indefinite  postponement  of  the  State-road  bill — John  Bird- 
sail  appointed  Circuit  Judge — Death  of  Adams  and  Jefferson — 
Samuel  R.  Betts  appointed  to  succeed  Judge  Van  Ness — The  two 
State  Conventions — Dewitt  Clinton  and  Henrv  Huntington  nom- 
inated  by  the  Clintonians,  and  Judge  Rochester  and  Nathaniel 
Pitcher  by  the  opposition — 1S2G. 

The  November  election  resulted  in  the  complete 
overthrow  of  the  Republican  ascendancy  in  the  State. 
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Powerful  efforts  were  made  to  induce  the  friends  of 
an  Electoral  law  to  sustain  Col.  Young,  who  was 
pledged  in  favor  of  the  measure  ;  and  his  well  known 
preferences  for  Mr.  Clay,  as  the  candidate  for  the  next 
Presidency,  which  were  avowed  previous  to  the  Utica 
Convention,   in   a  letter  written  to   Mr.  Hudson,  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  from  Madison  county,  and 
repeated  in  a  letter  dated  on  the  29th  of  September, 
and   addressed   to   Jesse  Clark,  a  Senator  from  the 
Seventh  District,  were  also  taken  advantage  of,  to 
promote  his  election  ;    but  all  these  exertions  were 
made  in  vain.     They  utterly  failed  of  withdrawing 
any  very  considerable  number  of  the  honest  advocates 
of  a  change  in  the  mode  of  choosing  electors,  from  the 
support  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  a  portion  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's friends  either  remained  inactive,  or  refused  to 
vote  for  Col.  Young.     The  whole  number  of  votes 
cast  for  Governor  was  one  hundred  ninety  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty-five.     The  majority  for  Dewitt 
Clinton  was  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine.     The  vote  for  Mr.  Tallmad^e  was  still  larger 
than  that  given  to  Mr.  Clinton.     In  the  county  of 
Tompkins,  the  majority  for   Col.  Young  was  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two ;   while  Gen.  Root  received 
but  three  votes  out  of  nearly  four  thousand.     The 
whole  majority  for  Gen.  Tallmadge  in  the  State,  was 
thirty-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  nine. 

Th(3  terms  of  service  of  the  following  Senators  ex- 
pired  this  year,  viz  :  Walter  Bowne,  John  Sudani, 
Edward  P.  Livingston,  Melancthon  Wheeler,  Alvin 
Bronson,  Farrand  Stranahan,  Byram  Green,  and  Da- 
vid Eason  ;    and   their   places  were  supplied  by  the 
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election  of  Cadwallader  D.  Golden,  in  the  First  Sena- 
torial District ;  Wells  Lake,  in  the  Second  ;  Richard 
McMichael,  in  the  Third  ;  John  Crary,  in  the  Fourth  ; 
George  Brayton,  in  the  Fifth  ;  Stukely  Ellsworth,  in 
the  Sixth  ;  John  C.  Spencer,  in  the  Seventh  ;  and 
Samuel  Wilkeson,  in  the  Eighth.  Mr.  Lake  and  Mr. 
Ellsworth  were  elected  on  the  regular  Democratic,  or 
Regency  ticket :  all  the  other  persons  chosen  were 
Clintonians.  Mr.  Green,  the  only  one  of  the  seven- 
teen Senators  re-nominated,  was  defeated  by  Mr. 
Spencer,  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  More  than 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  Assembly  elect  were 
opposed  to  what  was  termed  the  Regency  party.  The 
most  prominent  individuals  chosen  were,  John  W. 
Hulbert,  of  Cayuga  ;  Samuel  J.  Wilkin,  of  Orange ; 
Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  of  Columbia ;  Samuel  Stevens, 
of  Washington  ;  and  Thurlow  Weed,  of  Monroe. 

The  Legislature  of  1824,  re-assembled  according  to 
law,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President,  on  the  2d  of  November  ;  and  on 
the  ensuing  day,  a  caucus  of  the  Republican  mem- 
bers was  held,  in  order  to  designate  the  candidates  to 
be  supported.  Gen.  Root  officiated  as  chairman,  and 
refused  to  allow  the  names  of  those  members  who 
joined  in  recommending  the  Utica  Convention  to  be 
called.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  meeting  broke 
up  in  confusion,  without  any  definite  action.  On  the 
10th  day  of  November,  the  Senate  nominated  electors 
friendly  to  Mr.  Crawford,  by  the  votes  of  the  seven- 
teen Senators  who  had  postponed  the  Electoral  bill. 
The  electoral  tickets  friendly  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Clay,  received  each  seven  votes.     In  the  House,  the 
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choice  of  electors  was  attended  with  more  difficulty. 
On  the  first  ballot,  the  Adams  ticket  received  fifty 
votes  ;  the  Crawford  ticket,  forty-three  ;  and  the  Clay 
ticket,  thirty-two  ;  but  an  agreement  was  afterwards 
entered  into  between  the  Adams  and  Clay  men,  in 
pursuance  of  which  a  ticket  was  formed,  composed  of 
the  friends  of  both  candidates.  Upon  a  joint  ballot  of 
the  two  houses,  thirty-two  of  the  Adams  and  Clay  elec- 
tors were  declared  chosen.  A  second  ballot  was  there- 
upon had,  and  the  number  was  completed  by  the  choice 
of  four  Crawford  electors.  This  result  was  produced 
by  the  defection  of  a  portion  of  the  Adams  men,  who 
were  fearful  that  Mr.  Clay  would  receive  more  votes 
than  their  own  candidate.  It  was  already  known 
that  there  would  be  no  election  by  the  people,  and  that 
Gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Adams  would  be  the  two  high- 
est candidates.  The  only  real  contest,  therefore,  was, 
whether  Mr.  Crawford  or  Mr.  Clay  should  be  the 
third  candidate  before  the  House  of  Representatives  ; 
•and  the  fear  that  Mr.  Clay  might  eventually  be  chosen, 
induced  several  of  the  Adams  men  in  the  Legislature 
to  vote  for  the  Crawford  electors.  These  four  elec- 
toral votes,  in  the  end,  decided  the  contest,  as  between 
Crawford  and  Clay,  in  favor  of  the  former. 

Complaint  was  made  to  the  Legislature  before  its 
adjournment,  that  corrupt  means  had  been  employed 
at  the  winter  session,  to  procure  the  charter  of  the 
Chemical  Hank  in  the  city  of  New-York.  A  commit- 
tee of  investigation  was  appointed,  who  examined  into 
the  testimony  adduced  in  support  of  the  charges  pre- 
ferred;  and  their  report  clearly  established  the  fact, 
that  the  same  barefaced  and  wanton  corruption  that 
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attended  the  legislation  of  1812,  had  been  repeated, 
if  possible,  in  a  more  aggravated  form. 

In  order  to  forestall  the  action  of  the  succeeding 
Legislature,  and  to  retain  the  official  patronage  of  the 
State  in  the  hands  of  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
laws  were  passed  at  the  extra  session,  providing  for 
the  revision  of  the  laws  of  the  State  in  conformity 
with  the  repeated  suggestions  of  Gov.  Yates,  and  de- 
claring that  all  civil  officers  who  were  or  should 
thereafter  be  commissioned  and  enter  upon  the  execu- 
tion of  their  official  duties,  should  continue  to  dis- 
charge the  same,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of 
the  time  for  which  they  were  chosen,  until  they  were 
duly  appointed  and  qualified.  Doubts  as  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  last  mentioned  law  were  raised 
by  the  minority,  but  it  was  generally  acquiesced  in,, 
and  still  remains  in  force.  The  individuals  selected 
to  revise  the  laws,  were  James  Kent,  Erastus  Root, 
and  Benjamin  F.  Butler.  A  law  was  also  passed, 
authorizing  the  Inspectors  of  Election  to  provide 
three  boxes  at  the  next  annual  election,  which  should 
be  respectively  labelled,  "By  Districts";  "By  general 
ticket,  plurality,"  and  "  By  general  ticket,  majority," 
in  order  to  obtain  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
electors  of  the  State,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  an 
Electoral  law  should  be  framed.  On  the  third  day  of 
November,  Abraham  Keyser,  of  Schoharie,  was  ap- 
pointed Treasurer  of  the  State,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Knower,  resigned. 

The  next  annual  session  of  the  Legislature  com- 
menced on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1S25.  Clarkson 
Crolius  was  almost  unanimously  elected  Speaker  of 
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the  Assembly,  and  Horatio  Merchant  was  chosen 
Clerk.  The  Governor's  Message  was  a  well- written, 
but  lengthy  document.  He  recommended  the  pas- 
sage of  an  Electoral  law,  providing  for  the  choice  of 
electors  by  general  ticket,  and  by  a  plurality  of  votes  ; 
and  that  the  Constitution  should  be  amended  by  re- 
mo  vino-  the  restrictions  on  the  exercise  of  the  rio-ht  of 
suffrage  by  the  white  male  citizens  of  the  State,  and 
authorizing  the  people  of  the  respective  towns  to  elect 
their  Justices  of  the  Peace.  He  also  advised  extensive 
additions  to  the  public  works  of  the  State,  and  the 
creation  of  a  Board  of  Internal  Improvements  to  man- 
age and  superintend  them.  The  message  concluded 
with  the  following  appropriate  allusion  to  the  change 
made  in  the  appointing  power  by  the  new  Constitu- 
tion : 

"  The  patronage  once  vested  in  a  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment is  now  diffused  ;  and  political  power,  which, 
under  the  former  order  of  things,  was,  in  many  re- 
spects, concentrated  in  petty  aristocracies,  and  wield- 
ed by  factious  combinations,  has  been,  in  a  great 
measure,  restored  to  its  authentic  source,  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  That  abolition,  and  that  restora- 
tion, have  dissolved  the  union  between  personal  in. 
tercst  and  political  subserviency.  The  people  rising 
in  the  majesty  of  their  power  above  the  debasing 
trammels  of  names,  and  the  obnoxious  dictations  of 
combinations,  have  sustained  and  vindicated  a  sys- 
tem of  disenthralled  and  independent  suffrage." 

On  canvassing  the  returns  from  the  electoral  col- 
leges,  it  appeared  that  Gen.  Jackson  had  received  nine- 
nine  votes  for  President;  John Quincy Adams, eighty- 
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four ;  William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one  ;  and  Henry- 
Clay,  thirty-seven.  After  this  announcement,  it  was 
supposed,  by  men  of  all  parties,  that  the  election  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  would  result  in  the 
choice  of  Gen.  Jackson.  The  health  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, who  had  been  afflicted  with  a  severe  paralytic 
attack,  was  regarded  as  a  complete  bar  to  his  success ; 
but  Mr.  Van  Buren,and  a  large  number  of  his  friends, 
were  determined  not  to  abandon  him,  in  any  event. 
A  meeting  of  the  Crawford  members  of  the  New- 
York  delegation,  was  held  before  the  election  in  the 
House,  at  which  they  decided,  with  great  unanimity, 
to  adhere  to  their  candidate  to  the  end,  "  and  leave 
the  election  to  be  made  by  others."  Gov.  Clinton  was 
quite  confident  that  Gen.  Jackson  would  be  the  suc- 
cessful candidate,  and,  in  anticipation  of  this  result, 
he  directed  his  friend,  Mr.  Hammond,  who  visit- 
ed Washington  in  the  winter  of  1824-5,  as  the 
agent  of  the  State  in  the  settlement  of  its  accounts 
with  the  General  Government,  to  say  to  the  General, 
that  he  could  not  accept  any  appointment  that  would 
render  it  necessary  for  him  to  leave  the  State,  and 
that  he  desired  the  new  Cabinet  to  be  formed  without 
any  reference  to  him.  It  was  generally  understood, 
at  this  time,  that  in  the  event  of  the  election  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  would  be  ten- 
dered to  Mr.  Clinton  ;  but  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  latter  would  have  declined  it,  as  he  always  mani- 
fested a  great  reluctance  to  sacrificing  the  first  office 
in  the  State,  for  a  secondary  position  under  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  The  Crawford  men  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  were  extremely  anxious  to  prevent 
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a  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  but  the  influence  and 
exertions  of  Henry  Clay  prevented  this  result,  and 
secured  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  received 
the  votes  of  thirteen  States.  The  delegation  from 
the  State  of  New- York  were  divided  as  follows  : 
For  Adams,  Messrs.  Adams,  Cady,  Hayden,  Herki- 
mer, Lawrence,  Marvin,  Martindale,  Rose,  Sharpe, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Van  Wyck,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Williams,  Wood,  and  Woods ;  for  Crawford, 
Messrs,  Cambreleng,  Clark,  Collins,  Day,  Dvvinell, 
Eaton,  Foote,  Frost,  Hogeboom,  Jenkins,  Litchfield, 
Richards,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Tyson  ;  for  Jackson,  Messrs. 
Craig  and  Morgan. 

It  became  evident,  soon  after  the  commencement  of 
the  session  of  the  New- York  Legislature,  that  Gen. Tall- 
madge,  and  Messrs.  Ogden,  Burrows,  Gardiner,  and 
other  leading  members  of  the  People's  party,  we  re  deter- 
mined to  thwart  the  wishes  of  Gov.  Clinton,  and  em- 
barrass his  administration,  whenever  an  opportunity 
presented  itself.  The  u  high-minded  Federalists," 
also,  who  were  mostly  Adams  men,  were  very  wil- 
ling to  unite  in  any  movement  of  that  kind.  Their 
feelings  toward  Mr.  Clinton,  were  exhibited  this  win- 
ter, in  defeating  the  election  of  Judge  Spencer,  to  suc- 
ceed Rufus  King  in  the  United  States  Senate,  whose 
term  of  service  expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  1S25. 
Mr.  King  had  declined  a  re-election,  on  account  of  his 
advanced  age,  and  the  Clintonians  were  generally  de- 
sirous of  bestowing  the  office  on  the  late  Chief  Justice. 
In  order  to  defeat  his  election,  the  People's  men  in  the 
Senate,  united  with  the  Crawford  Senators,  in  prevent- 
ing a  nomination  by  that  body.    The  first  day  of  Feb- 

20 
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ruary  was  fixed,  by  law,  for  the  choice  of  Senatorsjn 
Congress.  On  that  day,  Ambrose  Spencer  was  nomi- 
nated in  the  Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-seven  to 
forty-five.  In  the  Senate,  a  pretended  attempt  was 
made  to  nominate,  with  the  following  result:  Mr. 
Spencer  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Brayton,  Clark, 
Colden,  Cramer,  Crary,  Mclntyre,  McMichael,  Mor- 
gan, Spencer,  and  Wilkeson  ;  Gen.  Tallmadge,  by 
Messrs.  Burt  and  Lynde  ;  Edward  P.  Livingston, 
by  Messrs.  Dudley  and  Mallory  ;  Victory  Birdseye, 
by  Messrs.  Earll  and  Wright ;  Samuel  Young,  by 
Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  Haight ;  and  John  W.  Taylor, 
by  Messrs.  Gardiner  and  Ogden.  The  remaining 
Senators,  viz:  Messrs.  Bowman,  Burrows,  Greenly, 
Keyes,  Lake,  LefTerts.  McCall,  Redfield,  Thorn,  Ward, 
and  W^ooster,  voted  each  for  a  separate  candidate.  Af- 
ter the  result  had  been  declared,  Mr.  Wilkeson  offered 
a  resolution,  declaring  Ambrose  Spencer  to  be  the  can- 
didate duly  nominated  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
which  was  lost — ayes  eleven,  nays  twenty.  Mr.  Wil- 
keson then  offered  a  similar  resolution,  containing  the 
name  of  Gen.  Tall  mad  ge,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pcedfield — ayes  nineteen,  nays 
twelve.  Another  resolution  was  offered  by  the  same 
gentleman,  declaring  Samuel  Young  nominated  by 
the  Senate,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wright— ayes  twenty,  nays  eleven.  At  this  stage 
of  the  proceedings,  a  message  was  received  from  the 
Assembly,  stating  that  they  would  forthwith  meet  the 
Senate,  to  compare  nominations  ;  whereupon  Mr. 
Wilkeson  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  openly  to 
nominate  a  United  States  Senator,  which  was  carried. 
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The  result  of  the  second  attempt  to  nominate  was  the 
same  as  the  first,  except  that  Mr.  Burt  voted  for  Am- 
brose Spencer  ;  Messrs.  Colden,  Cramer,  and  Spencer, 
for  Gen.  Tallmadge  ;  and  Mr.  Redfield  voted  with 
Mr.  Thorn,  for  Joseph  C.  Yates.  A  resolution  was 
then  offered  by  Mr.  Wilkeson,  nominating  John  W. 
Taylor,  which  was  lost — ayes  nine, nays  twenty-two; 
and  the  Senate  immediately  adjourned. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides, 
11  that  the  Senate  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators 
from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof;" 
and  by  the  law  of  this  State,  as  it  existed  in  1825,  it 
was  necessary  that  the  Senate  and  Assembly  should 
each  openly  nominate  one  person  for  the  office  of 
Senator  in  Congress,  after  which  the  two  houses  were 
to  meet  and  compare  nominations  ;  if  the  nominations 
agreed,  the  person  so  nominated  was  to  be  declared 
appointed  ;  but  if  they  disagreed,  it  was  provided  that 
the  election  should  be  made  in  joint  ballot  of  the  Sen- 
ators and  members  of  Assembly.     The  palpable  eva- 
sion of  this  law,  by  the  majority  in  the  Senate,  could 
not  be  justified,  except  on  party  grounds.     Various 
pretences  were  offered,  as  excuses  for  their  course ; 
and,  among  others,  it  was  said  that  Judge  Spencer  was 
not  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and,  there- 
fore, ought  to  be  defeated.     Although  this  may  have 
been  the  truth,  still,  neither  branch  of  the  Legislature 
had  the  right  to  assume  it  to  be  the  fact,  as  the  cover 
for  an  open  violation  of  a  positive  law  ;  and  the  very 
Senators  who  defeated  the  nomination,  or  their  friends 
on   their   behalf,   afterwards  offered  another  reason, 
which  was  totally  inconsistent  with  that  previously 
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rendered,  viz  :  that  they  could  not  conscientiously 
agree  upon  a  particular  candidate.  This  plea,  if  pos- 
sible, was  still  more  groundless  than  the  first,  because 
the  facts  and  circumstances  all  £0  to  show  that  the 
votes  in  the  Senate  were  given  in  pursuance  of  a  se- 
cret understanding.  It  is  probable  that  the  friends  of 
Judge  Spencer  would  have  pursued  a  similar  course, 
had  the  situation  of  things  been  reversed,  as  their 
feelings  toward  the  Crawford  men  and  Gen.  Tall- 
madge  were  peculiarly  bitter  and  vindictive  ;  but  this 
is  no  justification  of  the  indefensible  conduct  of  those 
Senators  who  prevented  an  election.  The  real  causes 
of  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Spencer  were  these  :  the  Crawford 
men  were  opposed  to  him,  because  he  was  friendly  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  had  so  avowed  himself  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  St.  John,  a  member  of  the  Assembly  from  Mont- 
gomery county  :  The  supporters  of  Gen.  Tallmadge 
imagined  that  he  might  be  appointed,  by  joint  reso- 
lution, in  case  no  election  was  made  on  the  day  pro- 
vided by  law  :  A  portion  of  the  Adams  men  approved 
of  the  course  pursued  by  the  majority  in  the  Senate, 
for  the  reason  that  they  could  not  concur  in  any  thing 
connected  with  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and  another  portion, 
among  whom  was  Thurlow  Weed,  an  active  member 
of  the  House,  from  Monroe  county,  took  the  same 
ground,  in  the  hope  that  the  Legislature  would  finally 
unite  on  Albert  H.  Tracy,  of  Buffalo,  who  had  been 
elected  a  Representative  in  Congress,  by  the  Clinto- 
nian  party,  and  had  voted  for  Mr.  Adams.  The  di- 
visions and  dissensions  which  had  grown  out  of  the 
Presidential  question  were  sensibly  felt  at  Albany, 
during  the  whole  session.    Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the 
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other  Crawford  men,  were  already  determined  on  op- 
posing the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  sup- 
porting Gen.  Jackson  as  the  candidate  for  the  succes- 
sion. Mr.  Clinton  and  his  immediate  friends  were 
disposed,  for  the  present,  to  keep  on  good  terms  with 
Mr.  Adams,  bat  they  coincided  with  the  Crawford  party 
as  to  his  successor.  A  large  majority  of  the  Clinto- 
nians,  and  a  number  of  the  old  Bucktails,  in  the  State, 
were,  nevertheless,  zealous  Adams  men.  The  Peo- 
ple's party  were  nearly  equally  divided  on  the  Presi- 
dential question.  Among  so  many  factions,  therefore, 
it  was  almost  a  matter  of  impossibility  to  propose  any 
party  measure  that  would  receive  the  support  of  a 
majority. 

On  the  25th  day  of  February,  the  Senate  passed  a 
joint  resolution,  by  a  vote  of  eighteen  to  ten,  declaring 
Albert  H.  Tracy  to  be  duly  elected  a  United  States 
Senator.  The  Assembly  refused  to  concur  in  this 
resolution,  on  the  ground  that  that  mode  of  appoint- 
ing a  Senator  was  contrary  to  an  existing  law  of  the 
State,  which  remained  in  force  until  properly  repeal- 
ed. This  reason,  offered  by  the  majority  in  the  House 
for  refusing  to  pass  the  joint  resolution,  was  as  desti- 
tute of  foundation  as  the  excuses  previously  made  in 
behalf  of  the  Senators  who  had  opposed  the  nomina- 
tion of  Judge  Spencer.  The  sanctity  of  the  law  was 
regarded  as  little  upon  the  one  side  as  on  the  other ;  and 
if  the  name  of  Ambrose  Spencer  had  been  inserted  in 
the  joint  resolution,  instead  of  that  of  Mr.  Tracy, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  dissenting  voice  on  the 
part  of  his  friends  in  the  House.  The  truth  is,  all 
the  different  factions  in  the  Legislature  appeared  to 
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act  entirely  from  party  motives ;  and,  in  this  view  of 
the  case,  those  who  succeeded  in  carrying  out  their 
projects,  were  no  more  deserving  of  censure  than 
those  who  were  defeated.  Another  resolution  was 
offered  in  the  Senate,  on  the  25th  of  March,  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  Gen.  Tallmadge  as  a  Senator 
in  Congress.  This  resolution  was  also  passed,  by  a 
vote  of  eighteen  to  ten.  Mr.  Wright  and  the  Craw- 
ford  men  voted  in  favor  of  both  resolutions,  but  it  is 
probable  that  they  were  perfectly  willing  no  choice 
whatever  should  be  made.  The  last  resolution 
from  the  Senate  was  laid  on  the  table,  in  the  House, 
until  the  1st  day  of  April,  when  Mr.  Wilkin  offered 
the  following  substitute,  which  was  adopted — sixty- 
one  to  twenty-nine : 

"  Resolved,  That  although  this  House  repose  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity  and  talents  of  the  Hon.  James 
Tallmadge,  they  deem  it  most  safe  and  expedient,  and. 
most  congenial  with  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment, to  adhere  to  that  mode  of  appointment  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  law  of  this  State ;  and  do, 
therefore,  not  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able, the  Senate." 

The  latter  part  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  was 
perfectly  just  and  proper  in  theory,  but,  in  all  proba- 
bility, it  would  have  remained  entirely  theoretical, 
had  "the  honorable  the  Senate"  chosen  to  insert  some 
name  acceptable  to  the  majority  in  the  House,  in  the 
place  of  Gen.  Tallmadge.  In  another  respect  was 
the  resolution  deserving  of  censure  :  its  commence- 
ment was  manifestly  untrue,  because  it  conveyed  the 
idea  that  the  House,  in  the  absence  of  the  violation  of 
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law  complained  of,  would  have  been  willing  to  concur 
in  the  election  of  Mr.  Tallmadge.  Now  this  was 
certainly  not  the  case :  the  majority  in  the  House 
wrere  opposed  to  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  to  the  election 
of  any  person,  except  their  own  original  candi- 
date. If  this  had  not  been  so,  it  would  have  been  an 
-easy  matter  to  repeal  "  the  existing  law,"  and  provide 
in  some  other  way  for  the  election  of  a  Senator.  But, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  majority  in  neither  House  were 
prepared  to  support  the  man  nominated  by  the  other  ; 
and  for  that  reason  no  legislation  was  had  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  Mr.  Adams  signified  his 
desire  to  appoint  Mr.  Clinton  Minister  to  England, 
and  the  Governor's  friends,  Stephen  Van  Renselaer 
and  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  urgently  pressed  him  to 
accept  it.  Another  portion  of  his  adherents,  who  were 
dependent  upon  him  for  official  patronage,  insisted 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Adams  to  send  him 
abroad,  in  order  that  he  might  be  out  of  the  way  at 
the  next  Presidential  election  ;  and  it  is  altogether 
likely  that  Gov.  Clinton  himself  did  not  feel  willing 
to  leave  the  country  at  this  critical  condition  of  politi- 
cal affairs  in  the  State  and  nation. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  the  Governor  addressed 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  thanking  him  very  kindly  for 
his  generous  offer,  but  respectfully  declining  the  ap- 
pointment. The  mission  was  afterwards  tendered  to 
Rufus  King,  who  accepted  it. 

Among  the  recommendations  made  by  Gov.  Clin- 
ton in  Ins  annual  message,  was  the  construction  of  a 
Slate  road  from  the  1  Eudson  river  to  lake  Brie,  through 
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the  south-western  tier  of  counties.  Various  meetings 
were  held  in  the  section  of  the  State  to  be  benefitted 
by  the  road,  and  a  convention  of  delegates  and  citi- 
zens was  held  in  Albany,  on  the  25th  of  February,  at 
which  measures  were  taken  to  sustain  an  application 
to  the  Legislature,  and  carry  the  project  into  effect. 
A  law  was  accordingly  passed,  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  Commissioners  to  survey  the  route 
of  the  proposed  road ;  and  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jabez 
D.  Hammond,  and  George  Morell,  were  subsequently 
nominated  as  such  Commissioners,  by  the  Governor, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Fuller  resigned  the  office  of  Adjutant  General, 
shortly  after  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Clinton,  and 
Charles  G.  Haines  was  appointed  as  his  successor. 
Mr.  Haines  filled  the  office  but  a  short  time,  as  he 
died  on  the  3d  day  of  July  following.  Doct.  Bar- 
stow,  of  Tioga,  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Keyser.  No  other  appointments  to  office,  of 
general  importance,  were  made  this  winter. 

Gov.  Clinton  visited  Philadelphia,  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Legislature,  and  partook  of  a  public  din- 
ner, at  which  he  was  highly  complimented  ;  and  in 
the  summer  of  1825,  he  visited  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
in  company  with  Alfred  Conkling,  of  Albany,  and 
other  distinguished  citizens  of  the  State,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inspecting  the  public  works  in  progress.  His 
reputation  as  the  originator  of  the  New- York  system 
of  internal  improvements,  had  already  preceded  him, 
and  he  was  every  where  received  as  a  public  bene- 
factor, and  greeted  with  the  most  flattering  testimo- 
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nials  of  respect  and  esteem.  Roger  Skinner  died  soon 
after  Mr.  Clinton's  return  from  the  West,  whereupon, 
the  office  of  District  Judge  for  the  Northern  District 
of  this  State,  became  vacant.  William  A.  Duer  was 
a  candidate  for  the  office,  but  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Conkling  was  urged  by  Gov.  Clinton,  Gen.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, and  others,  and  promptly  made  by  President 
Adams.  This  appointment  was  not  satisfactory  to 
the  Adams  men  who  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton, 
nor  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Duer ;  and  the  New-York 
American,  which  was  edited  by  one  of  the  "  high  mind- 
ed Federalists",  denounced  the  selection  in  harsh  and 
unmerited  terms.  The  Judiciary  Committee  in  the 
Senate,  of  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  Chairman,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  confirming  the  nomination,  and  the 
Senate  sustained  the  report  by  nearly  a  unanimous 
vote.  Whatever  feelings  may  have  been  excited  by 
this  appointment,  they  must  have  been  soon  dissipa- 
ted, by  the  urbanity  and  attention  to  business,  which 
have  uniformly  characterized  Judge  Conkling  since 
he  has  occupied  his  present  station. 

The  completion  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals 
was  celebrated  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  by  the 
discharge  of  cannon,  placed  at  intervals  along  the 
whole  line  from  lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson  river.  In 
the  city  of  Albany  the  ceremonies  were  particularly 
interesting,  and  the  Governor  and  Canal  Commis- 
sioners were  appropriately  addressed  by  Philip  Hone, 
on  behalf  of  a  Committee  from  the  city  of  New-York. 

While  Gov.  Clinton  was  enjoying  this  tribute  paid 
to  his  sagacity  and  foresight,  his  political  opponents 
were  very  active  in  their   preparations  for   the  fall 
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election.     Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  earnestly 
appealed  to  the  members  of  the  old  Republican  party, 
to  re-unite  in  opposing  the  Federal  tendencies,  which 
were   said   to  be   gaining  ground    in   the  country, 
but   they   carefully   avoided   any  open    interference 
with   the   Presidential   question.      The  Clintonians 
were  completely  taken  by  surprise,  when  it  appeared 
from  the  official  returns  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
members  of  Assembly  chosen  by  the  combined  for- 
ces of  the  Adams  and  Crawford  men,  were  opposed  to 
the  State  administration.     The  Senators  whose  terms 
of  office   expired   this  year,  were  Messrs.   Lefferts, 
Thorn,  Dudley,  Cramer,  Greenly,  Lynde,  Clark,  and 
Redfield.     Their  successors  were  Joshua  Smith,  elect- 
ed in  the  First  District ;  Peter  R.  Livingston,  in  the 
Second  ;  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  in  the  Third  ;  John  L. 
Viele,  in  the  Fourth  ;  Charles  Stebbins,  in  the  Fifth ; 
Peter  Hager,  2d,  in  the  Sixth  ;  Truman  Hart,  in  the 
Seventh;  and  Ethan  B.  Allen,  in  the  Eighth.    Messrs. 
Livingston,  Stebbins,  and  Hager,  were  elected  by  the 
opposition  ;  and  the  other  Senators  were  Clintonians. 
The  most  talented  members  of  the  House  elected  by 
the  Clintonians,  were  Francis  Granger,  of  Ontario, 
Theodore  Sill,  of  Oneida,  Samuel  S.  Lush,  of  Albany, 
and  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  of  Columbia.     On  the  other 
side,  were  Gen.  Root  and  Col.  Young,  Stephen  Al- 
len, of  New- York,  Levi  Beardsley,  of  Otsego,  Free- 
born G.  Jewett,  of  Onondaga,  and  Messrs.  Cowles,  of 
Putnam,  Bucklin,  of  Jefferson,  and  "Woodcock,  of 
Tompkins. 

At  the  session  of  Congress,  commencing  on  the  first 
Monday  of  December,  1825,  John  W.  Tayler,  of  New- 
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York,  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, on  the  second  ballot.  The  principal  compet- 
itors for  the  office  were  John  W.  Campbell,  of  Ohio? 
Louis  McLane,  of  Delaware,  and  Andrew  Stevenson, 
of  Virginia. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  convened  on  the  3rd 
day  of  January,  1826.  Col.  Young  was  elected  Speak- 
er, by  a  vote  of  sixty-five,  to  fifty-four  in  favor  of  Stephen 
Allen.  Mr.  Allen  was  of  the  same  political  sentiments 
with  Col.  Young,  but  was  supported  by  the  Clintonians 
for  the  Speakership,  contrary  to  his  own  expressed 
wishes,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  been  the  opposing  can- 
didate to  Col.  Young,  in  the  Caucus,  and  with  a  view  of 
creating  a  division  in  the  opposition  ranks.  Edward 
Livingston  was  chosen  Clerk  of  the  House.  The 
Governor  recommended,  in  his  message,  the  improv- 
ment  of  the  Common  School  system  of  the  State,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  seminary  for  the  instruction  of 
teachers  ;  and  again  urged  upon  the  Legislature  the 
importance  of  constructing  a  State  Road  through  the 
south-western  tier  of  counties.  Almost  the  first  business 
of  the  session  was  the  choice  of  a  United  States  Senator- 
A  bill  was  introduced  providing  for  the  election,  accord- 
ing to  the  existing  law,  which  Mr.  Ogden  proposed  to 
amend,  by  substituting  a  resolution  to  designate  the 
candidate  in  each  house,  instead  of  an  open  nomina- 
tion. Tin?  amendment  was  voted  down,  and  the  ori- 
ginal bill  adopted.  Mr.  Wright,  and  the  Other  Sena- 
tors, who  had  taken  the  position  at  the  preceding  ses- 
sion, thai  tin  Senate  possessed  equal  power  with  the 
I  [ouse  in  case  of  a  disagreement,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, but  voted  in  (avor  of  the  bill.    Nathan  Sanfoxd 
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was  designated  as  the  candidate  for  Senator  at  a  Leg- 
islative caucus,  and  after  resigning  his  office  as  Chan- 
cellor, was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  succeed 
Mr.  King. 

Early  in  the  session  of  1826,  it  was  understood  be- 
tween Mr.  Clinton  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
in  Albany,  that  the  latter  would  support  Gen.  Jackson 
for  the  next  President.  Various  consultations  and 
conferences  were  held  by  the  Governor,  and  Mr. 
Knower,  the  confidential  agent  of  the  leading 
Crawford  men,  who  were  termed  by  their  opponents, 
the  Albany  Regency.  Both  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr. 
Van  Buren  occupied  a  peculiar  position  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Presidential  question,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  move  with  great  caution.  The  former  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Clintonian  party,  three-fourths  of  whom, 
notwithstanding  the  well  known  preferences  of  their 
leader,  were  inclined  to  sustain  Mr.  Adams :  and  the  lat- 
ter represented  the  Bucktails,  who  were  nearly  equally 
divided  as  between  Adams  and  Jackson.  No  open  coal- 
ition was  formed  between  Clinton  and  Van  Buren,  and 
they  ostensibly  maintained  the  positions  they  had  for 
sometime  occupied.  Nevertheless,  a  tacit  friendly 
understanding  was  undoubtedly  preserved  between 
the  Governor  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  from 
this  time  forward,  up  to  the  death  of  the  former  gen- 
tleman. In  the  winter  of  1825,  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  a 
very  warm  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  nominated  by 
him  to  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Albany,  and 
promptly  confirmed  by  the  votes  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
friends  in  the  Senate.  The  Recordership  again  be- 
came vacant,  during  the  session  of  1826,  by  the  resig- 
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nation  of  Mr.  Baldwin.  Gov.  Clinton  nominated  James 
McKown,  another  of  his  personal  friends,  and  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  of  the  office,  whom  the  Senate  confirmed. 
The  vacant  office  of  Chancellor  was  conferred  on 
Samuel  Jones,  of  New-York,  who  was  a  relative  of 
Mrs.  Clinton.  This  nomination  was  confirmed  with- 
out the  usual  formality  of  referring  it  to  a  committee. 

The  election  of  State  officers  was  held  in  February 
of  this  year.  Mr.  Yates,  the  Secretary  of  State,  had 
been  an  active  People's  man,  and  was  a  decided  friend 
of  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  Colden,  Mr.  Viele,  and  other  Clin- 
tonian  Jackson  men,  in  the  Legislature,  were  willing 
that  there  should  be  a  change  in  the  office,  and  the 
Crawford  party  gladly  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  reward  one  of  their  friends.  At  the  prelimina- 
ry caucus,  Azariah  C.  Flagg,  the  present  Comptroller 
of  the  State,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  opposition  to 
the  Electoral  law  in  the  Assembly  of  1826,  was  nom- 
inated as  the  candidate  for  Secretary  of  State,  and 
Abraham  Keyser  for  Treasurer,  in  the  place  of  Doctor 
Barstow.  The  other  State  officers  were  nominated 
for  re-election.  The  appointments  were  made  in  the 
Legislature  on  the  14th  day  of  February.  Mr.  Flagg 
received  nineteen  votes  in  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Yates 
eight;  in  the  House,  sixty-two  votes  were  given  to 
the  former,  and  twenty-seven  to  the  latter.  Mr.  Key- 
ser was  elected  by  nearly  the  same  majority  over  Dr. 
Barstow.  Mr.  Marcy  was  re-elected  Comptroller;  Mr. 
Talcott,  Attorney  General;  Mr.  Muir,  Commissary 
General ;  and  Simeon  Dewitt,  Surveyor  General. 

On  tin;  first  day  of  the  session  of  1820,  Jasper  Ward, 
a  Senator  from  the  First  District,  called  the  attention  of 
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the  Senate,  in  a  written  communication,  to  the  factr 
that  charges  had  been  made  in  the  New- York  Amer- 
ican and  the  Evening  Post,  during  the  recess,  impu- 
ting to  him  dishonorable  and  corrupt  conduct,  in  pro- 
curing the  incorporation  of  the  Chatham  and  iEtna 
Insurance  Companies,  at  the  previous  session ;  and 
with  a  view  of  "  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Sen- 
ate," and  "  vindicating  his  reputation,"  as  Mr.  Ward 
alledged,  he  desired  that  an  official  inquiry  should  be 
immediately  made.  Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation,  presented  a  report  on  the  25th 
of  February,  establishing  the  charges  made  against 
Mr.  Ward,  beyond  cavil  or  doubt,  and  concluding  with 
a  resolution  for  his  expulsion.  Before  any  definite 
action  on  the  resolution,  Mr.  Ward  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Spencer  made  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Literature,  in  favor  of  carrying  out  the  views  of  the 
Governor  in  relation  to  the  Common  School  system, 
and  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the  education  of 
teachers,  and  the  increase  of  the  fund  in  order  to  de- 
fray the  contemplated  expenditure.  The  passage  of 
the  bill  was  urged  by  Mr.  Spencer,  but  it  failed  of  be- 
coming a  law. 

Resolutions  for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 
so  as  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to  give  the 
election  of  justices  of  the  peace  to  the  people,  were 
adopted  at  this  session,  in  pursuance  of  the  repeated 
recommendations  of  the  Governor.  Gen.  Root  opposed 
them  in  the  Assembly,  as  he  had  previously  done  in 
the  Convention  of  1S21,  but  Col.  Young,  and  his  other 
supporters  on  that  occasion,  took  the  opposite  side. 
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The  resolution  for  the  election  of  justices  was  adopted 
in  the  House,  by  one  hundred  and  seven  ayes,  to  four 
nays,  and  the  suffrage  amendment  was  also  sustained 
by  a  strong  vote. 

The  committee  appointed  to  designate  the  route  of 
the  proposed  State  road  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hud- 
son, made  their  report  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  re- 
commending the  construction  of  a  road  about  four 
hundred  miles  in  length,  which,  it  was  estimated, 
would  cost  not  far  from  two  thousand  dollars 
per  mile.  A  protracted  and  animated  discussion 
arose  on  the  feasibility  of  this  work.  A  strong  party 
had  grown  up  in  the  State,  and  in  the  Legislature, 
which  was  composed  of  the  friends  of  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canals,  who  appeared  to  be  determined  in 
preventing  the  prosecution  of  any  public  work  that 
could  possibly  interfere  with  those  to  which  the  coun- 
ties they  represented  were  so  largely  indebted  for 
their  increasing  wealth  and  prosperity.  Col.  Young, 
Mr.  Granger,  and  Mr.  Sill,  opposed  the  bill  for  con- 
structing the  road ;  and  Gen.  Root,  Mr.  Vanderpoel, 
Mr.  Conger,  and  Mr.  Woodcock,  advocated  its  passage. 
The  debate  on  this  question  was  finally  ended,  by  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill.  The  vote 
on  the  motion  to  postpone,  stood  fifty  ayes  and 
forty-eight  nays.  Of  the  majority,  all  but  fifteen  re- 
sided in  counties  lying  upon  or  near  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canals.  There  were  twenty-eight  mem- 
bers absent,  thirteen  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  con- 
structing the  road. 

Judge  Rochester,  of  the  Eighth  Circuit,  resigned 
his  olfice  while  the  Legislature  was  in  session,  in  con- 
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sequence  of  his  being  appointed  Minister  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama.  The  Van  Buren,  or  Crawford  par- 
ty, in  the  Legislature,  were  quite  anxious  that  the  va- 
cant Judgeship  should  be  bestowed  on  Heman  J.  Red- 
field,  one  of  the  seventeen  Senators  who  had  voted  to 
postpone  the  Electoral  bill  at  the  session  of  1824.  Gov. 
Clinton  could  not  be  brought  to  consent  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Redfield,  although  he  was  well  qualified  for 
the  station.  Had  the  Governor  consulted  his  own  per- 
sonal feelings,  it  is  probable  that  he  would  have  made 
the  nomination,  with  a  view  of  preparing  the  friends 
of  Gen.  Jackson,  in  both  parties,  for  the  union  that  was 
already  in  contemplation  ;  but  the  strong  prejudices 
in  the  Eighth  District,  where  the  Clintonians  were 
more  numerous  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the  State, 
against  the  opponents  of  the  Electoral  law,  induced 
him  to  refuse  a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  friends.  In  order  to  gain  time  for  fur- 
ther  reflection  and  consultation,  Albert  H.  Tracy  was 
nominated  to  the  vacant  office,  and  confirmed  by 
the  Senate,  in  the  expectation  that  he  would  decline 
the  appointment,  as  eventually  proved  to  be  the  case. 
It  was  then  expected  that  Mr.  Redfleld  would  receive 
the  nomination ;  and  the  Crawford  men  again  urged  his 
name,  and  insisted  that  something  must  be  done  in  order 
to  bring  a  majority  of  the  Bucktails  to  consent  t^iat  no 
candidate  should  be  brought  forward  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Clinton  at  the  next  election.  The  Governor,  on  the 
other  hand,  argued  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Red- 
field  would  displease  his  friends  in  the  Eighth  District, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  preserve  his 
strength  in  that  quarter.     Some  little  feeling  was  pro- 
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duced  between  the  parties  to  these  transactions,  and  the 
Senate  successively  rejected  the  nominations  of  Moses 
Hayden  and  Ashley  Sampson,  for  the  office  of  Circuit 
Judge.  Toward  the  close  of  the  session,  the  Govern- 
or sent  iri  the  name  of  John  Birdsall,  a  moderate  Clin- 
tonian,  who  was  confirmed. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  each  of 
the  two  parties  held  a  caucus,  and  recommended  a 
State  Convention ;  that  of  the  Clintonians  was  appoint- 
ed to  be  held  at  Utica,  on  the  21st  of  September ;  and 
that  of  the  Bucktail,  or  Democratic  party,  was  directed 
to  convene  at  Herkimer,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
October. 

At  the  close  of  the  session,  resolutions  were  pass- 
ed in  the  two  houses,  complimentary  to  the  re- 
spective presiding  officers.  Gen.  Root  alone  opposed 
the  resolution  in  the  Assembly,  on  account  of  a  difficul- 
ty that  had  arisen  between  Col.  Young  and  himself,  in 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  on  the 
bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  State  Road. 
These  two  gentlemen  never  acted  cordially  together 
after  this  session. 

John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  one  the  advo- 
cate, and  the  other  the  author,  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  died  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  182(3. 

William  P.  Van  Ness,  Judge  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York, 
died  on  th<'  lith  day  of  September.  The  vacancy  in 
this  office  was  afterwards  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  Samuel  K.  BettS,  Circuit  Judge  of  the  second  judi- 
cial Circuit  of  this  State.  Mr.  13etts  wassucceded  by 
James  Emott,  of  Dutchess  county. 
SI 
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The  friends  of  Gen.  Tallmadge,  who  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  Anti-Clintonian  party,  on  their  resto- 
ration to  power  in  the  Legislature,  attempted  to  create 
an  interest  in  favor  of  his  re-nomination  for  the  office 
of  Lieut.  Governor,  previous  to  the  Utica  Convention, 
but  their  efforts  were  wholly  unsuccessful.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention  were  entirely  harmoni- 
ous. Mr.  Clinton  was  re-nominated  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice,  and  Henry  Huntington,  of  Oneida,  was  se- 
lected as  the  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  Gen. 
Van  Cortland,  of  Westchester,  officiated  as  President 
of  the  Convention,  and  Samuel  Stevens  and  Simon 
G.  Throop  were  the  Secretaries. 

The  Herkimer  Convention  met  on  the  4th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, and  organized  by  the  appointment  of  James  L. 
Hogeboomas  President,  and  David  E.  Evans  and  Ed- 
ward Livingston,  as  Secretaries.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and 
his  friends,  as  has  been  stated,  were  not  desirous  of  mak- 
ing a  nomination  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton,  but,  as 
they  dare  not  commit  themselves  openly  against  Mr. 
Adams,  they  were  compelled  to  give  way  before  the 
strong  expression  in  the  Convention.  Judge  Roches- 
ter received  103  votes  for  Governor,  and  Nathaniel 
Pitcher  98  for  Lieutenant  Governor ;  whereupon  both 
gentlemen  were  declared  regularly  nominated.  The 
Van  Buren  men  in  the  Convention  did  not  make  any 
very  serious  efforts  to  prevent  the  nomination  of  Mr» 
Rochester,  although  he  was  one  of  the  most  zealous 
friends  of  Mr.  Adams  in  the  State.  The  selection  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  was  a  matter  of  more  importance 
to  them,  as  they  confidently  anticipated  that  Mr.  Clin- 
ton would  be  re-elected  and  they  were  desirous  kof 
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maintaining  their  ascendancy  in  the  Legislature.  Mr. 
Pitcher  was  accordingly  fixed  upon,  through  their  in- 
strumentality ;  and  the  fact  that  he  had  been  one  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Survey  of  the  State  Road, 
and  had  recommended  its  construction,  was  a  sufficient 
argument  to  secure  his  nomination. 
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^826 — Course  of  the  Crawford  men  in  relation  to  Judge  Rochester — 
Re-election  of  Dewitt  Clinton — The  Clintonian  candidate  for  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  defeated — Details  of  the  November  Election — 
Robert  Bogardus — Truman  Enos — William  M.  Oliver — Charles 
H.  Carroll — Abduction  and  murder  of  William  Morgan — Progress 
of  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement — Attempt  to  nominate  Judge 
Rochester  as  United  States  Senator,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
— Session  of  the  Legislature  in  the  winter  of  1S27 — Message  of 
Gov.  Clinton — The  Genesee  Valley,  Crooked  Lake,  Black  River, 
and  Chenango  Canals — Position  of  Gov.  Clinton,  Col.  Young,  and 
Mr.  Marcy,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  the  lateral  Canals — 
The  Chenango  Canal  bill  passed  in  the  House,  but  defeated  in  the 
Senate — The  State  Road  question — Re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
— Movements  of  the  Clintonian  Jackson  men— Mr.  Keyser  re-elect- 
ed Treasurer — James  Emott  appointed  Judge  of  the  Second  Circuit 
— Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  State — Daniel  Moseley — Alonzo  C. 
Paige — Francis  Granger — State  and  National  Conventions  of  the 
friends  of  a  Protective  Tariff — Position  of  parties  in  relation  to  the 
system  of  Protection — Extra  session  of  the  Legislature  in  Septem- 
ber— Political  prospects  of  Gen.  Jackson — The  Presidential  ques- 
tion— Movements  of  the  Bucktail  party  in  New-York — November 
Election — Moses  Warren — Nathaniels.  Benton-George  B.  Throop 
— Nathaniel  P. Tallmadge— Robert  Monell — Ogden  Hoffman — Na- 
than Dayton — Robert  C.  Nicholas — Ezra  C.  Gross — Luther  Bra- 
dish — Andrew  Stevenson  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, over  John  W.  Taylor — The  Albany  Morning  Chronicle 
. — Annual  session  of  the  Legislature — Resolutions  in  favor  of  Pro- 
tection— Death  of  Dewitt  Clinton — Mr.  Van  Buren  as  a  politician 
. — Reuben  H.  Walworth  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  State,  and 
Esek  Cowen  Circuit  Judge — Caucus  of  the  Jackson  members  of 
the  Legislature — Gen.  Porter  appointed  Secretary  of  War — Na- 
tional Republican  State  Convention— Nomination  of  Smith  Thomp- 
son and  Francis  Granger— Anti-Masonic  Convention— Mr.  Granger 
declines  the  nomination  tendered  him  by  the  Anti-Masons — Solo- 
mon Southwick  and  John  Crary  supported  by  the  Anti-Masonic 
party — Jackson  Convention — Martin  Van  Buren  nominated  for 
Governor,  and  Enos  T.  Throop  for  Lieutenant  Governor — Disap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Pitcher — Resignation  of  Judge  Woodworth,  and 
appointment  of  William  L.  Marcy — 1S28. 

Soon  after  the  nominations  had  be^n  made  by  the 
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two  parties  in  the  fall  of  1826,  it  became  evident  that 
the  contest  would  be  much  closer  than  was  at  first 
imagined.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  did  not  de- 
sire to  connect  the  election,  in  any  respect,  with  the 
Presidential  question ;  and  it  was  not  until  Gen.  Porter, 
and  other  influential  Adams  and  Clay  men  in  the 
Clintonian  ranks,  urged  their  friends  to  abandon  the 
Governor,  and  support  Judge  Rochester,  for  the  sole 
reason  that  he  was  friendly  to  Mr.  Adams,  that  they 
began  to  be  alarmed  for  the  result.  The  defeat  of  Mr. 
Clinton,  who,  it  was  already  well  known,  would  ex- 
ert his  influence  in  favor  of  Gen.  Jackson,  must  have 
marred  all  their  plans,  and  disappointed  all  their  ex- 
pectations. A  portion  of  the  Crawford  men  foresaw 
this,  and  determined  to  prevent  such  a  result  at  all 
hazards.  Mr.  Noah,  of  the  New- York  National  Ad- 
vocate, and  others,  came  out  in  decided  terms  for  Mr. 
Clinton  and  Mr.  Pitcher;  but  the  Albany  Argus,  and 
a  majority  of  the  Bucktail  papers  in  the  State,  sup- 
ported the  Herkimer  nomination  in  good  faith.  It  has 
often  been  charged  against  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  that  prior  to  this  election,  an  arrangement  was 
made  between  them,  by  which,  in  the  event  of  the 
success  of  Gen.  Jackson,  the  former  was  to  be  made 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  latter  the  next  Governor 
of  New-York.  If  any  such  understanding  existed,  the 
Unfortunate  death  of  Mr.  Clinton  prevented  it  from 
being  carried  into  effect ;  but  the  fact  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren, and  his  more  immediate  personal  friends,  sustain- 
ed Judire  Rochester,  with  some  apprehension,  perhaps, 
but  without  hesitation  or  evasion,  is  pretty  conclusive 
evidence  that  nothing  of  the  kind  ever  occurred.     It 


326  POLITICAL    PARTIES 

is  hardly  in  keeping  with  the  character  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton, to  suppose  that  he  would  have  either  accepted  a 
subordinate  position  under  the  General  Government, 
or  entrusted  the  patronage  of  the  State  of  New-York 
to  those  by  whom  it  might  have  been  wielded  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  destroy  his  hope  of  succeeding  Gen. 
Jackson. 

The  election  was  closely  contested,  on  the  part  of  the 
Adams  and  Clay  men  who  supported  Judge  Roch- 
ester, and  many  of  Mr.  Clinton's  personal  friends  and 
adherents  made  great  exertions  to  sustain  their  candi- 
date ;  but  a  large  number  of  voters,  from  some  cause 
or  other,  did  not  attend  the  polls.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  polled  for  Governor  was  over  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-live  thousand.  Mr.  Clinton  received 
ninety-nine  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
and  Judge  Rochester  ninety-six  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five.  The  success  of  Mr.  Clinton 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  large  vote  he  received  in 
the  south-western  tier  of  counties,  on  account  of  his 
known  predilections  in  favor  of  the  State  road.  This 
is  evident,  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Pitcher,  who  had 
been  so  intimately  identified  with  the  project,  also  re- 
ceived a  very  strong  vote  in  those  counties,  and  was 
elected  Lieut.  Governor,  over  Mr.  Huntington,  the 
Clintonian  candidate,  by  more  than  four  thousand 
majority.  The  Bucktail  party  succeeded  in  elect- 
ing a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  Assembly ;  and 
they  also  carried  seven  of  the  eight  Senate  Districts. 
The  only  Clintonian  Senator  elected,  was  Robert  Bo- 
gardus,  in  the  First  District,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Ward, 
and  received  the  support  of  a  large  number  of  the 
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Jackson  men  in  the  opposition  ranks.  The  remain- 
ing Senators  chosen  this  year,  were  Benjamin  Wood- 
ward, in  the  place  of  James  Burt,  in  the  Second  Dis- 
trict ;  John  Mc  Carty,  in  the  place  of  James  Mallory, 
in  the  Third  ;  Duncan  Mc  Martin,  Jr.,  in  the  place  of 
Archibald  Mc  Intyre,  in  the  Fourth  ;  Truman  Enos, 
in  the  place  of  Sherman  Wooster,  in  the  Fifth ;  Tho- 
mas G.  Waterman,  in  the  place  of  Isaac  Ogden,  in  the 
Sixth ;  William  M.  Oliver,  in  the  place  of  Jonas  Earll, 
Jr.,  in  the  Seventh ;  and  Charles  H.  Carroll,  in  the 
place  of  John  Bowman,  in  the  Eighth  District.  Charles 
Dayan  was  also  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Brayton,  from  the 
Fifth  District,  and  Victory  Birdseye,  to  serve  the  un- 
expired term  of  Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  Seventh  Dis- 
trict. The  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
providing  for  the  election  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by 
the  people,  and  removing  the  restrictions  on  the  right 
of  suffrage,  except  citizenship,  and  a  residence  in  the 
State  for  one  year,  and  in  the  county  for  six  months, 
were  adopted  by  a  large  majority.  Silas  Wright,  Jr., 
was  chosen  a  member  of  Congress  at  this  session,  in 
the  District  composed  of  the  counties  of  Jefferson, 
Lewis,  Oswego,  and  St.  Lawrence. 

The  abduction  and  supposed  murder  of  William 
Morgan,  by  certain  individuals  belonging  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  which 
took  place  in  September,  lS2f>,  occasioned  considera- 
ble excitement  previous  to  the  election.  It  wasalledcr- 
ed  against  ( rOV.  ( Minimi,  who  then  occupied  the  high- 
est Masonic  station  in  this  country,  that  as  the  High 

Priest  of  the  ( ieneral  Grand  ( /hapterofthel'nited  Stat* 
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he  had  been  privy  to  the  transaction,  and  had  indi- 
rectly encouraged  those  who  were  concerned  in  it ; 
but  as  Judge  Rochester  was  also  a  Mason,  though  of 
an  inferior  grade,  this  charge  did  not  affect  the  elec- 
tion in  any  great  degree.  How  far  the  knowledge  of 
this  outrage  extended  among  the  members  of  the  Or- 
der, it  is  impossible  for  any  one  not  connected  with  it 
to  say  ;  but  from  the  subsequent  revelations  made  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  excitement,  and  upon  the 
trials  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  commission  of 
this  grave  offense,  it  is  probable  that  the  plot  was 
conceived  and  carried  into  execution  by  a  few  indi- 
viduals, and  without  the  consent  or  approbation  of 
any  recognized  power  or  authority  in  the  society. 
The  particulars  of  the  transaction,  as  they  were  after- 
wards made  public,  are  substantially  these: 

Mr.  Morgan  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  His  occupation  was  a  Printer,  and, 
in  the  summer  of  1826,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Batavia.  Early  in  the  month  of  August,  it 
became  known  to  the  members  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity in  the  vicinity,  that  he  was  engaged  in  preparing 
a  work  divulging  the  secrets  of  Free  Masonry,  which 
was  to  be  published  by  David  (J.  Miller,  also  of  Bata- 
via. A  spy  was  soon  after  placed  over  Morgan, 
by  whom  a  portion  of  the  manuscript  was  surrepti- 
tiously obtained.  He  was  persuaded,  however,  by 
Mr.  Miller  and  other  friends,  to  persevere  in  the 
publication  of  the  work.  The  Masons,  finding  that 
all  their  threats  and  inducements  produced  no  effect, 
at  length  formed  a  conspiracy  with  their  brethren  in 
the  western  part  of  the  State,  to  separate  him  from 
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those  with  whom  he  was  connected,  and  who  were 
continually  persuading  him  to  go  on  with  his  revela- 
tions. On  the  11th  day  of  September,  persons  from 
Lockport,  ninety  miles  distant  from  Canandaigua,  ap- 
plied at  Fort  Niagara  for  a  place  of  confinement  for 
Morgan,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  same  clay,  he  was 
arrested  in  the  village  where  he  resided,  on  a  warrant 
for  petit  larceny,  issued  by  Jeffrey  Chipman,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  Canandaigua,  upon  the  oath  of  Ebe- 
nezer  C.  Kingsley.  This  warrant  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Nicholas  G.  Cheesebro,  Master  of  a  Lods*e 
of  Masons  at  Canandaigua,  who  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  active  agents  in  the  business.  Mr. 
Cheesebro  proceeded  to  Batavia,  with  a  Constable  and 
three  or  four  other  individuals,  and  after  arresting 
Morgan,  returned  with  him  to  Canandaigua  in  the 
evening.  On  taking  him  before  the  Justice,  the  crim- 
inal charge  was  abandoned,  and  a  civil  suit  instituted 
against  him,  on  a  demand  of  two  dollars,  in  favor  of 
Cheesebro,  as  the  assignee  of  one  Ackley.  Morgan 
confessed  judgment  for  that  amount,  and  an  execution 
was  forthwith  issued,  which  he  offered  to  satisfy  by 
giving  up  his  coat  to  the  plaintiff.  This  was  refused, 
and  he  was  taken  directly  to  the  county  jail,  and 
placed  in  confinement.  Information  was  immediate- 
ly sent  to  Rochester  of  the  seizure,  and  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  following  day  Morgan  was  discharged 
from  custody,  at  the  instigation  of  the  conspirators, 
and  as  lie  paved  out  of  the  jail  was  seized  by  thorn, 
and  taken  a  few  rods  down  the  street,  where  they 
were  overtaken  by  a  carriage,  which  drove  up  in  pur- 
suance of  a  signal    given   by  one   of  the  number. 
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He  was  then  gauged,  and  forcibly  put  into  the 
vehicle,  which  drove  away,  at  a  rapid  pace,  in 
the  direction  of  Rochester.  The  party  reached  the 
east  end  of  the  ridge  road  beyond  that  city,  about 
sunrise,  and  got  out  at  a  place  distant  from  any  house. 
The  driver  of  the  carriage  then  left  them,  and,  on  his 
return,  met  another  carriage  coming  from  Rochester, 
in  which  Morgan  and  his  abductors  were  taken  to 
Lewiston,  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Niagara.  He  was 
then  confined  in  the  Magazine  of  the  Fort  for  several 
days,  during  which  time  consultations  were  frequently 
held,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  him,  and  he 
afterwards  suddenly  disappeared.  Various  opinions 
have  been  promulgated  in  relation  to  this  affair,  but 
it  can  scarcely  be  questioned  that  he  was  murdered, 
in  order  to  prevent  his  revealing  the  secrets  of  Mason- 
ry ;  although  it  is  highly  probable  that  but  a  very 
small  number  of  those  concerned  in  the  original  ab- 
duction, were  cognizant  of  the  means  by  which  he 
came  to  his  end. 

The  excitement  which  grew  out  of  this  transaction, 
was  almost  without  a  parallel  in  modern  history. 
The  order  of  Free  Masonry  had  flourished  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  in  this  country,  for  a  number  of  centuries. 
Although  the  account  given  by  the  craft,  of  its  great 
antiquity,  is  undoubtedly  fabulous,  still  the  institu- 
tion resembles,  in  many  respects,  the  societies  of  a 
similar  character  known  among  the  ancient? ,  and  es- 
pecially the  corporations  of  architects,  which  existed 
in  Rome,  under  the  name  of  Collegia,  or  Corpora,) 
and  subsequently  spread  over  all  Christian  Europe. 
At  the  time  of  the  abduction  of  Morgan,  a  very  large 
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majority  of  the  most  talented  and  influential  men  in 
the  country  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  the  public  offices,  of  every  grade 
and  character,  were  rilled  by  its  members.  It  was 
natural,  therefore,  that  serious  fears  should  be  enter- 
tained lest  the  course  of  justice  might  be  perverted, 
and  the  authors  of  this  outrage  shielded  from  the  just 
punishment  of  their  crime. 

The  whole  community  were  seized  with  alarm, 
and  it  was  said  that  the  ramifications  of  the  Masonic 
Order  were  so  extensive,  that  its  influence  was  felt 
in  politics,  in  business,  and  in  religion.  The  oaths 
and  obligations  of  membership  were  published  in  di- 
vers forms,  and  circulated  throughout  the  country. 
Books,  pamphlets,  and  addresses,  professing  to  give 
the  secrets  of  the  society,  were  lavishly  distributed. 
Large  and  enthusiastic  meetings  were  held,  in  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  State,  and  every  means  resorted  to, 
not  only  to  ferret  out  the  authors  and  instigators  of 
the  abduction,  and  bring  them  to  punishment,  but 
also  to  excite  the  public  indignation,  against  an  insti- 
tution that  was  said  to  be  so  dangerous  and  per- 
nicious in  its  tendency.  The  trial  and  conviction  of 
several  persons  concerned  in  the  abduction,  so  far 
from  allaying  the  excitement,  appeared  only  to  give 
it  additional  strength  and  vehemence.  In  the  spring 
of  1827,  many  of  the  town  elections  in  western  New- 
York  were  decided  with  reference  to  this  question,  and 
it  was  very  soon  found  that  those  who  were  deter- 
mined   to  destroy    the   institution   of  Free   Masonry, 

could  not  express  theii  sentiments,  with  so  much  force 
and  effect,  in  any  Other  way  than  through  the  ballot 
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box.  A  political  organization  was  soon  after  formed, 
and,  under  the  name  of  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  it  exer- 
cised an  influence  which  is  felt  to  this  day  in  the 
politics  of  the  State. 

Judge  Rochester  left  home  soon  after  the  fall  elec- 
tion in  1826.  to  attend  the  Congress  at  Panama.  He 
made  only  a  temporary  stay  at  Albany,  when  on  his 
way  to  New- York,  and  appeared  desirous  of  avoiding 
any  confidential  intercourse  with  the  leading  politi- 
cians then  in  the  city.  It  was  already  understood, 
among  the  Adams  men  in  the  Democratic  party,  that 
his  name  would  be  brought  forward  at  the  ensuing 
session  of  the  Legislature,  as  a  candidate  for  the  office 
of  United  States  Senator,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Tan 
Buren.  The  friends  of  the  latter  gentleman  were 
anxious  that  he  should  be  re-nominated,  and  as  it  was 
feared  that  the  Clintonians.  and  the  Bucktail  Adams 
men  might  unite  on  Judge  Rochester,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  election  of  a  friend  to  the  National  Adminis- 
tration, measures  were  forthwith  set  on  foot  to  ascertain 
the  intentions  of  the  leading  Clintonians.  The  result 
of  the  inquiries  which  were  made,  showed  conclusive- 
ly that  even  the  Adams  men  in  the  Clintonian  party 
were  so  much  prejudiced  against  Mr.  Rochester,  that 
they  would  not  support  him,  in  any  event.  Gen.  Por- 
ter and  other  influential  friends  of  Mr.  Adams,  exerted 
themselves  to  counteract  this  feeling ;  and  it  is  also  said 
that  the  influence  of  Mr.  Clay  in  this  State  was  also  put 
forth  with  the  same  object ;  but  all  their  efforts  failed 
of  producing  the  desired  object.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his 
friends,  in  the  meantime,  were  politic  enough  to  avoid 
any  open  breach  with  the  administration  at  Washington. 
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The  Legislature  of  the  State  assembled  on  the  2d 
day  of  January,  1827.  At  the  Democratic  caucus, 
held  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant,  there  were 
three  ballotings  for  a  candidate  for  Speaker.  The 
only  contest,  in  fact,  was  between  Gen.  Root,  who 
was  supported  by  the  State  road  interest,  and  David 
W.  Bucklin,  of  Jefferson,  who  received  the  votes  of 
the  members  friendly  to  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals.  On  the  third  and  last  ballot,  Gen.  Root  re- 
ceived thirty-nine  votes,  Mr.  Bucklin  thirty-two,  and 
there  were  two  scattering  votes.  Gen.  Root  was 
elected  Speaker  in  the  House,  by  forty-one  majority 
over  Francis  Granger,  the  opposing  candidate,  and  on 
being  conducted  to  the  Chair,  he  delivered  a  speech, 
in  which  he  alluded,  in  a  very  unusual  manner,  to 
the  fact  that  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and 
honored  with  the  Speaker's  Chair,  by  a  political 
party,  and  stated  that  he  should  be  actuated  by  party 
motives  in  appointing  the  Legislative.committees.  He 
also  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  assure  his 
friends,  that  he  was  '-•  not  willing  to  put  a  child  to 
nurse  to  be  strangled/'  in  allusion  to  Col.  Young's 
course  at  the  previous  session,  in  appointing  a  com- 
mittee  on  the  State  road,  a  majority  of  whose  mem- 
bers were  unfriendly  to  the  project. 

The  Governor's  message  contained  a  flattering  re- 
view of  the  financial  condition  of  the  State,  and  the 
canal  policy.  It  appeared  that  the  balance  of  debt 
dii<'    for   the   construction   of  the  canals   was    nearly 

eight  millions  of  dollars ;  that  the  net!  revenue  arising 

from  'he  lulls  during   the   preceding   year,  amounted 
to  upwards  of  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  and 
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that  the  income  of  the  funds  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  canal  debt,  would  raise  the  total  amount  of 
revenue  to  more  than  one  million  of  dollars.  Ac- 
companying this  statement,  showing  the  complete  and 
triumphant  success  of  his  favorite  measure,  was  an 
urgent  recommendation  in  favor  of  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  as  being  "  more  beneficial  in 
itself,  and  more  animating  in  all  its  aspects  and  con- 
sequences, than  any  fugitive,  or  even  permanent,  advan- 
tage that  could  emanate  from  another  course ;"  but, 
so  far  from  manifesting  a  desire  to  carry  this  doctrine 
into  practical  effect,  the  Governor  went  on  to  advise 
the  construction  of  a  State  road  from  Lake  Erie  to 
the  Hudson,  and  several  other  roads  and  canals  which 
would  certainly  have  increased  the  State  debt  several 
millions  of  dollars.  Gov.  Clinton  also  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature,  to  the  severe  pecuniary 
embarrassments  during  the  previous  year,  which  had 
grown  out  of  the  sudden  expansions  and  contractions 
of  bank  discounts,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  re- 
modelling the  banking  system  of  the  State,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  evils. 

Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  session,  ap- 
plications were  made  to  the  Legislature,  urging  the 
construction  of  the  Genesee  Valley,  Crooked  Lake, 
Black  River,  and  Chenango  canals.  The  citizens  of 
Broome,  Chenango,  and  Madison  counties,  were  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  last  named  project,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  were  constantly  beset  with  the 
importunities  of  its  friends.  The  proposed  termina- 
tion of  the  canal  at  Utica,  also  arrayed  in  its  favor  the 
influence  of  the  county  of  Oneida,  and  from  the  num- 
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ber  of  different  interests  combined  in  snppoi  t  oi-  the 
measure,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  make  it  the  fen_ 
terms:  wedo^e  for  the  other  lateral  canals  in  contem . 
plation.  Mr.  Marcy,  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  ' 
Col.  Young,  and  a  majority  of  the  Canal  Board,  were 
opposed  to  the  project,  on  the  ground  that  the  exist- 
ing canal  debt  ought  to  be  first  extinguished ;  and 
that,  if  future  improvements  of  that  kind  were  to  be 
made,  nothing  should  be  done  until  there  was  a  sur- 
plus revenue  from  the  canals,  sufficiently  large  to  dis- 
charge all  the  liabilities  which  it  would  become  ne- 
cessary to  incur.  This  opposition  of  some  of  the 
leading  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to  the  Chenango 
canal,  formed  the  germ  of  subsequent  divisions  and 
dissensions  in  the  Democratic  party,  as  it  was  after- 
wards organized,  in  which  what  was  then  known  as 
the  Oneida  interest,  became  to  a  certain  extent  hostile 
to  those  persons  who  were  desirous  of  carrying  out 
the  financial  policy  advocated  by  Mr.  Marcy,  Col. 
Young,  and  others,  in  1827.  Mr.  Granger,  of  Onta- 
rio, and  Mr.  Sill,  of  Onondaga,  were  very  active  in 
procuring  the  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  the  Chenango  canal,  through  the  Assem- 
bly. Owing  to  their  untiring  exertions  in  behalf  of 
the  measure,  it  was  finally  carried,  sixty  to  fifty-one. 
In  the  Senate,  the  bill  met  with  a  determined  and  ef- 
fectual resistance ;  it  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  fourteen? 
to  ten. 

A  bill  for  constructing  the  State  Road  through  the 
southern  tier  of  counties,  was  reported  by  (J<-n.  M<- 
Clure,  chairman  of  tin*  committee  on  the  subject,  on 
the  12th  day  of  January.     When  the  bill  was  taken 
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f  •  discussion,  Mr.  Granger  again  opposed  it  with 
i  ->is  ability  and  eloquence.  In  the  course  of  the  de- 
toe,  Gen.  McClure  attacked  Col.  Young,  who  had  re- 
cently published  a  pamphlet  on  Political  Economy,  in 
which  allusions  were  made  to  the  State  Road,  and 
charged  him  with  making  extracts  from  a  work  by 
Dr.  McVickar,  one  of  the  professors  in  Columbia  Col- 
lege, without  giving  the  proper  acknowledgement. 
Mr.  Young  was  defended  in  an  able  and  spirited  man- 
ner, by  Mr.  Mann,  of  Schoharie.  The  discussion  was 
continued  at  intervals,  until  the  middle  of  February, 
when  the  vote  was  taken  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill.  The  motion  was  carried,  six- 
ty-four, to  forty-eight ;  nearly  all  of  the  members  voting 
in  the  affirmative  being  residents  of  the  counties  ly- 
ing contiguous  to  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals. 

A  meeting  of  the  Clintonian  Adams  men,  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  January,  for  the  purpose 
of  nominating  a  candidate  for  Senator  in  Congress. 
The  Democratic  Adams  men  were  unwilling  to  come 
out  openly  against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  that  gentle- 
man himself,  had  not  thus  far  indicated  any  intention 
on  his  part  to  oppose  the  Administration.  He,  and 
his  immediate  friends,  were  extremely  cautious  about 
committing  themselves  on  the  Presidential  question, 
until  it  was  certain  that  a  majority  of  the  electors  in 
the  State,  could  be  brought  to  the  support  of  General 
Jackson.  But  two  Adams  men  belonging  to  the  Buck- 
tail  party,  attended  the  Clintonian  caucus,  at  which 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  was  duly  nominated  as  the 
Adams  candidate.  The  election  was  made  by  the  Le- 
gislature, on  the  6th  of  February  ;  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
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ceived  a  large  majority  in  both  houses.  Messrs.  Col- 
den,  Bogardus,  and  Viele,  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs. 
Birdsall  and  Bryant,  of  the  Assembly,  all  devoted 
friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Gen.  Jackson,  voted  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  This  circumstance,  and  the  tenor  of 
that  gentleman's  reply  to  the  customary  notification 
of  his  re-election,  were  the  first  indications  of  the  con- 
templated union  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  Jackson 
friends,  with  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  supporters. 

Mr.  Keyser  was  re-elected  Treasurer  of  the  State 
on  the  20th  day  of  February,  and  on  the  21st  of  the 
same  month,  James  Emott  was  appointed  Circuit 
Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit,  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  R.  Betts,  who  had  resigned  the  office  in  conse- 
quence of  his  appointment  as  District  Judge  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  Southern  District  of  this  State,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge 
William  P.  Van  Ness.  Gen.  Root  had  been  super- 
seded as  one  of  the  Revisers  of  the  laws  of  the  State, 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  in  1S25,  and  Hen- 
ry Wheaton  was  selected  in  his  place.  The  latter 
gentleman  resigned  in  April  of  this  year,  after  his  ap- 
pointment as  Charge  d'AfFairs  to  the  Court  of  Den- 
mark, and  John  C.  Spencer  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Clinton  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

The  Legislature  adjourned  on  the  17th  of  April, 
to  meet  again  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September, 
ID  order  to  take  up  such  portions  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes as  might  be  reported  by  the  Revisers.  The  de- 
bates in  the  two  houses  during  the  session,  show  very 
■conclusively  that  there  were  but  few  men  of  talent 
elected   in  the  fall  of  182G.     The  most   prominent 
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Senators  chosen,  were  Mr.  Bogardus,  and  Mr.  Carroll. 
Messrs.  Oliver,  Waterman,  Enos,  and  Birdseye,  were 
also  politicians  of  considerable  experience,  and  of  re- 
spectable talents.  In  the  House,  the  Democratic  party 
was  represented  by  Gen.  Root;  Daniel  Moseley,  of 
Onondaga ;  Nathaniel  P.  Ward  well,  and  David  W. 
Bucklin,  of  Jefferson  ;  Baron  S.  Doty,  of  St.  Lawrence; 
Alonzo  C.  Paige,  of  Schenectady  ;  Alpheus  Sherman, 
of  New- York  ;  John  B.  Skinner,  of  Genesee  ;  and  N. 
B.  Co wles,  of  Putnam.  On  the  Clintonian  side  were, 
Francis  Granger,  of  Ontario  ;  Gamaliel  H.  Barstow,  of 
Tioga ;  Samuel  Stevenson,  of  Washington  ;  James 
Birdsall,  of  Chenango  ;  Calvin  H.  Bryan,  of  Cattarau- 
gus ;  and  Messrs.  Sill,  of  Onondaga,  and  Fish,  of 
Montgomery. 

On  the  17th  day  of  July,  a  State  Convention  was 
held  at  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  dele- 
gates to  attend  a  National  Convention  of  the  friends 
of  a  Protective  Tariff,  to  be  held  at  Harrisburgh, 
on  the  30th  instant.  The  tariff  question  had  not  at 
that  time  assumed  a  party  character.  Daniel  Webster, 
and  many  of  the  leading  Federalists,  in  1820,  and  for  a 
long  time  afterwards,  had  been  opposed  to  a  protec- 
tive tariff,  but  the  general  sentiment  in  the  Northern 
States,  at  this  time,  was  in  favor  of  the  system. 
Among  the  distinguished  men  in  the  Albany  Conven- 
tion, were  Isaac  Pierson,  and  Peter  Sharpe,  of  New- 
York  ;  Jacob  R.  Yan  Rensselaer,  Elisha  Williams,  and 
James  Yanderpoel,  of  Columbia;  Ambrose  Spencer,  and 
Benjamin  Knower,  of  Albany ;  and  Samuel  Young,  of 
Saratoga.  Resolutions  were  presented  in  favor  of 
carrying  out  the  principle  of  protection  "  to  a  more 
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full  and  extended  application/'  and  enacting  laws  for 
the  benefit  of  the  domestic  interests  of  the  country. 
Mr.  Vanderpoel  and  others  spoke  against  the  resolutions, 
but  they  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  Col. 
Young,  Alvan  Stewart,  and  others,  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  National  Convention. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  re-assembled  in  Sep- 
tember, and  remained  in  session  eighty-five  days.  No 
business  of  moment  was  transacted,  except  the  adop- 
tion of  the  first,  and  most  of  the  second,  part  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

In  the  summer  of  1827,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  were  busily  engaged  in  making  preparations 
for  taking  the  field  in  support  of  Gen.  Jackson.  The 
Albany  Argus,  and  the  other  Democratic  journals 
that  were  accustomed  to  follow  its  lead,  for  a  long 
time  preserved  an  ominous  silence  in  relation  to  the 
Presidential  question.  The  military  reputation  of 
Gen.  Jackson  was  a  powerful  argument  in  his  behalf, 
with  a  numerous  class  of  his  fellow  citizens.  A  £reat 
number  of  the  original  Federalists  in  this  State,  availed 
themselves  of  a  letter  written  by  him  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
denouncing  the  removal  of  public  officers  on  account 
of  differences  of  opinion  on  political  subjects,  as  pre- 
senting a  sufficient  reason  for  uniting  in  his  support. 
Among  others,  Samuel  Jones,  then  Chancellor  of  the 
State,  and  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  an  active  and  talented 
member  of  Congress,  expressed  a  determination  to 
support  Gen.  Jackson.  But  Mr.  Adams  and  his  friends 
were  by  no  means  indifferent  spectators.  Gen.  Porter, 
and  other  influential  Adams  men,  who,  it  was  under- 
stood, acted  under  the  advice  of  Mr.  Clay,  were  ex- 
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ceedingly  anxious  to  thwart  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The 
ostensible  ground  of  complaint  against  Mr.  Adams 
was,  that  he  had  deviated  from  the  State-rights  doc- 
trines, which  were  advocated  by  Jefferson,  Madison, 
and  Monroe  ;  and,  in  some  respects,  Mr.  Clinton  and 
Mr.  Van  Buren  were  justified  in  making  this  charge, 
although  they  doubtless  favored  a  more  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  than  was  regarded  as  be- 
ing essential  during  the  administration  of  Monroe. 

Many  of  Mr.  Clinton's  friends  in  Virginia,  Ohio,  and 
New- York,  desired  to  bring  him  forward  as  the  Presi- 
dential candidate,  but  he  repeatedly  declined  the  in- 
tended honor,  and  refused  to  do,  or  concur,  in  any 
thing  that  could  possibly  prejudice  the  success  of 
General  Jackson.  On  the  26th  day  of  September, 
the  General  Republican  Committee  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  held  a  meeting  at  Tammany  Hall,  and  adopted 
the  following  resolutions  : 

"  Resolved,  Thai  we  view  with  undisguised  satis- 
faction, the  marked  preference  which  our  Republican 
fellow  citizens  have  manifested  for  the  election  of  Gen. 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  President  of  these  United  States: 
and  that  we  repose  full  confidence  in  his  worth,  integ- 
rity, and  patriotism. 

"  Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  our  Repub- 
lican fellow  citizens,  in  addition  to  the  notice  of  meet- 
ing in  their  respective  wards,  that  they  elect  such 
citizens  only)  to  represent  them  in  their  different  com- 
mittees, as  are  favorable  to  the  man  whom  the  American 
people  delight  to  honor ;  and  who,  in  the  language  of 
the  immortal  Jefferson,  has  fiHed  the  measure  of  his 
country's  glory." 
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Peter  Sharpe,  James  Fairlie,  and  ten  other  members 
of  the  committee,  protested  against  the  adoption  of 
these  resolutions,  and  they  and  their  friends  subse- 
quently became  opposed  to  the  Jackson  party.  This 
prompt  and  decisive  movement  of  the  New- York 
committee,  was  undoubtedly  made  under  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van  Buren.  It  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  an  equally  decided  stand  on  the  part  of  the 
Albany  Argus,  and  the  leading  Democratic  papers  in 
the  State  ;  and  it  was  explicitly  avowed  that  the  fall 
election  would  be  conducted  with  especial  reference 
to  the  Presidential  question.  For  two  years  Mr.  Van 
Buren  had  been  assiduously  engaged  in  perfecting  the 
organization  of  the  Democratic  party.  His  unexam- 
pled skill  in  political  management  was  never  put  to  a 
severer  or  more  triumphant  test.  The  great  majority 
of  the  Bucktail  party  readily  followed  his  lead  in  op- 
position to  Mr.  Adams,  notwithstanding  many  of  them 
had  been  the  firmest  supporters  of  that  gentleman  at 
the  election  in  1S24  Gen.  Porter,  John  W.  Taylor, 
Col.  Willettj  and  other  prominent  individuals,  re- 
mained steadfast  in  their  adherence  to  the  political 
fortunes  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay.  Nearly  all  the 
'•'high-minded  Federalists"  of  1S20,  also  came  out 
against  Gen.  Jackson.  The  Adams  men  were  some- 
what taken  by  surprise  at  the  sudden  denouement  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren'fi  plan,  and  when  it  began  t<>  be  feared 

that  the  whole  weight  of  Gov.  Clinton's  influence 
might  also  be  directed  against  them,  they  did  not  seem 
inclined  to  make  any  resistance.  Meetings  were  called, 
however,  in  New- York,  and  in  other  places,  at  which 
candidates  for  the  Legislature  were  nominated    In 
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the  First  Senatorial  District,  Peter  Sharpe,  and  John  D. 
Ditmus  were  nominated  as  the  Adams  candidates  for 
Senators.  In  the  other  Districts,  the  new  party  lines 
were  not  drawn  with  so  much  strictness.  The  Anti- 
Masons  in  the  Eighth  District  held  a  Convention,  and 
nominated  George  A.  S.  Crooker  as  their  candidate 
for  the  Senate,  but  the  Central  Committee  at  Roches- 
ter soon  after  published  a  circular,  alledging  that  Mr. 
C.  was  unworthy  of  their  confidence,  and  recommend- 
ing to  their  friends  the  support  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  Buck- 
tail  Adams  candidate,  who  received  the  suffrages  of 
the  great  body  of  the  Anti-Masonic  party. 

The  Jackson  ticket  was  generally  successful  through- 
out the  State.  Nearly  all  of  the  Senators  elected,  and 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  were 
Jackson  men.  The  Senators  who  retired  this  year, 
were  David  Gardiner,  William  Nelson,  Jacob  Haight, 
John  Crary,  Parley  Keyes,  Latham  A.  Burrows,  Vic- 
tory Birdseye,  and  James  Mc  Call.  Mr.  Colden,  of 
the  First  District,  resigned  his  seat.  The  places  of 
these  gentlemen  were  filled  by  the  election  of  John 
I.  Schenck  and  Jacob  Tyson,  in  the  First  District ; 
Walker  Todd,  in  the  Second ;  Moses  Warren,  in  the 
Third  ;  Reuben  Sanford,  in  the  Fourth  ;  Nathaniel 
S.  Benton,  in  the  Fifth  ;  Grattan  H.  Wheeler,  in  the 
Sixth  ;  George  B.  Throop,  in  the  Seventh  ;  and  Tim- 
othy H.  Porter,  in  the  Eighth.  The  most  prominent 
Jackson  men  elected  to  the  Assembly,  were  Benjamin 
F.  Butler,  of  Albany,  who  owed  his  election,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  Re- 
visers ;  Gen.  Root,  of  Delaware ;  Nathaniel  P.  Tall- 
madge,  of  Dutchess  :  Robert  Monell,  of  Chenango ; 
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Nathan  Dayton,  of  Cortland ;  John  B.  Skinner,  of 
Genesee ;  Alpheus  Sherman,  Ogden  Hoffman,  and 
Robert  Emmett,  a  son  of  the  distinguished  Irish  ad- 
vocate, of  New- York ;  N.  B.  Cowles,  of  Putnam  ;  Na- 
thaniel P.  Wardwell,  of  Jefferson  ;  Abijah  Mann,  Jr., 
of  Herkimer  ;  Amasa  Dana,  of  Tompkins;  and  Sam- 
uel Cheever,  of  Rensselaer.  The  Adams  party  was 
ably  represented  by  Gen.  Porter,  of  Niagara  ;  Francis 
Granger  and  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  of  Ontario  ;  Elisha 
Williams  and  Killian  Miller,  of  Columbia ;  Ezra  C. 
Gross,  of  Essex  ;  and  Luther  Bradish,  of  Franklin. 

At  the  annual  session  of  Congress  in  December, 
Andrew  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  was  chosen  Speaker, 
by  ten  majority,  over  Mr.  Taylor.  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  his  friends,  favored  the  election  of  the  former, 
as  Mr.  Taylor  had  already  become  identified  with  the 
political  party  to  which  they  were  opposed., 

The  Adams  men  in  the  city  of  Albany,  became  so 
far  distrustful  of  the  Albany  Advertiser,  in  the  fall  of 
1827,  that  they  established  a  new  paper,  under  the 
name  of  "The  Albany  Morning  Chronicle."  This 
paper  was  placed  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  S.B. 
Beach,  who  conducted  it  with  marked  vigor  and  abili- 
ty, until  the  close  of  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1S28. 

The  New-York  Legislature  commenced  its  annual 
session  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1S2S.  Gen.  Root 
was  re-elected  Speaker  without  opposition.  Francis 
Seger  was  chosen  Clerk,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Livings- 
ton, who  declined  are-election.  The  Governor  again 
recommended  additional  interna]  improvements,  and 

the  construction  of  lateral  and  tributary  canals.  He 
advised  the  abandonment  of  the  circuit  feature  in  the 
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judiciary  system  of  the  State,  and  expressed  an  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  amending  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  choice  of  Presiden- 
tial Electors  by  single  districts,  and  to  render  the 
President  ineligible  for  more  than  one  term  in  suc- 
cession. The  message  also  contained  a  review  of 
the  agricultural  condition  of  the  State,  and  suggested 
to  the  farmers  the  propriety  of  cultivating  tobacco 
and  hemp.  Various  other  recommendations  in  regard 
to  minor  matters  were  also  alluded  to  in  just  and  ap- 
propriate terms. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  Lieut.  Govern- 
or, Peter  R.  Livingston  was  elected  President  pro  tem„ 
of  the  Senate,  on  the  5th  day  of  January.  In  a  few 
days  after  the  commencement  of  the  session,  Mr. 
Ward  well,  of  Jefferson  county,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  passed ;  thus 
showing  that  the  Tariff  question  was  not  regarded  as 
a  party  test  in  1S2S. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Senators rof  this  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed,  and  the  Representatives  of  this  State  are 
requested,  to  make  every  proper  exertion  to  effect 
such  a  revision  of  the  Tariff  as  will  afford  a  sufficient 
protection  to  the  growers  of  wool,  hemp,  and  flax,  and 
the  manufacturers  of  iron,  woolens,  and  every  other 
article,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  connected  with  the 
interest  of  manufactures,  agriculture,  and  commerce, 

"  Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Legislature,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Woolens  bill,  which  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  the  late  session  of  Congress,, 
whatever  advantages  they  may  have  promised  to  man- 
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ufacturersof  woolen  goods,  did  not  afford  adequate  en- 
couragement to  the  agriculturist  and  growers  of  wool." 

In  the  midst  of  his  fame  and  usefulness,  Gov.  Clin- 
ton expired,  almost  instantaneously,  while  sitting  in 
his  library  after  dinner,  on  the  11th  day  of  February, 
1828.  His  death  was  produced  by  a  catarrhal  affec- 
tion of  the  throat  and  chest,  which,  having  been  too 
long  neglected,  had  occasioned  a  fatal  disease  of  the 
heart.  The  sudden  departure  of  one  who  had  occu- 
pied so  high  a  position  in  the  public  estimation,  might 
well  excite  emotions  of  awe  and  regret.  The  memo- 
ry of  Dewitt  Clinton — for  it  soon  became  a  sacred  and 
a  substantial  memory — was  no  trivial  feeling  to  be 
indulged  for  a  moment,  and  then  dismissed  forever  to 
the  oblivion  of  the  past.  Business  was  entirely  sus- 
pended in  Albany  on  the  day  after  his  decease,  and 
the  testimonials  of  public  respect  paid  to  his  memory 
in  the  State  and  in  the  Union,  were  numerous  and  im- 
pressive. On  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  at  Wash- 
ington, a  meeting  of  the  New- York  members  of  Con- 
gress was  held,  at  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  delivered  a 
feeling  and  eloquent  address,  concluding  with  the 
following  touching  and  beautiful  sentiments  : 

"The  triumph  of  his  (Mr.  Clinton's)  talents  and 
patriotism,  cannot  fail  to  become  monuments  of  high 
and  enduring  fame.  We  cannot,  indeed,  but  remem- 
ber, that  m  our  public  career,  collisions  of  opinions 
and  action,  at  once  extensive,  earnest,  and  enduring, 
have  arisen  between  the  deceased  and  many  of  us. 
For  myself,  sir,  it  gives  me  a  deep-felt,  though  melan- 
choly satisfaction,  to  know,  and  more  so,  to  be  con- 
scious, that  the  deceased  also  felt  and  acknowledg<  d 
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that  our  political  differences  have  been  wholly  free 
from  that  most  venomous  and  corroding  of  all  poisons, 
personal  hatred. 

"But  in  other  respects  it  is  now  immaterial  what  was 
the  character  of  those  collisions.  They  have  been 
turned  to  nothing,  and  less  than  nothing,  by  the  event 
we  deplore ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  we  will,  with  one 
voice  and  one  heart,  yield  to  his  memory  the  well- 
deserved  tribute  of  our  respect  for  his  name,  and  our 
warmest  gratitude  for  his  great  and  signal  services. 
For  myself,  sir,  so  strong,  so  sincere,  and  so  engross- 
ing is  that  feeling,  that  I,  who,  whilst  living,  never, 
no  never,  envied  him  any  thing ;  now  that  he  has 
fallen,  am  greatly  tempted  to  envy  him  his  grave 
with  its  honors." 

The  death  of  Gov.  Clinton  was  most  fortunate  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  that  it  removed  the  only  barrier  to 
his  political  advancement.  Although  both  these  gen- 
tlemen were  known  to  be  friendly  to  Gen.  Jackson, 
the  former  had  not  yet  taken  any  decided  stand  that 
involved  a  separation  from  his  party  friends,  three- 
fourths  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of 
Mr.  Adams.  It  is  not  probable  that  he  intended 
to  take  any  such  step,  until  the  fall  of  1S28,  and  even 
then  he  would  not  have  consented  to  occupy  a  subor- 
dinate position  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Sooner  or  later, 
a  collision  must  have  been  produced  between  them, 
the  result  of  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  predict.  Of 
Mr.  Clinton's  character,  as  a  politician,  we  have  pre- 
viously spoken.  With  all  his  great  and  command- 
ing talents,  he  was  too  willful  and  headstrong  to  com- 
mand success.     Had  he  placed  himself  entirely  in  the 
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hands  of  his  confidential  friends,  William  James, 
Archibald  Mc  Intyre,  Alfred  Conkling,  and  Sylvanus 
Miller,  who  were  all  shrewd  and  judicious  politicians, 
it  is  probable  that  he  might  have  counteracted  any 
schemes  formed  to  his  prejudice.  But  it  was  imposi- 
ble  for  him  to  cope  single-handed  with  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren.  Now  that  the  retirement  of  that  gentleman  to 
private  life,  has  removed  him  from  the  political  con- 
tests of  the  day,  the  most  determined  of  his  opponents 
must  concede  to  him  the  very  highest  qualifications 
as  the  manager  of  a  party.  It  was  ever  his  great  aim 
to  reduce  politics  to  a  regular  system.  Hence,  he  la- 
bored earnestly  to  perfect  the  organization  of  the  party 
to  which  he  was  attached,  until  it  formed  a  solid  and 
united  phalanx,  ready,  at  all  times,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  will  of  its  recognized  leaders.  Mr.  Clinton  had  a 
large  number  of  firm  and  trusty  friends,  and  he  was 
generally  successful  as  a  candidate  for  public  favor  ; 
but,  after  all,  with  him,  party  operations  were  oftener 
the  creatures  of  impulse,  than  the  results  of  careful 
and  cautious  deliberation.  Mr.  Van  Buren  made  a 
complete  change  in  political  tactics.  His  great  forte 
was  in  the  prudential  foresight  with  which  he  guard- 
ed against  all  possible  contingencies,  and  in  the  calm- 
ness and  collectedness  he  displayed  in  meeting  every 
crisis.  Without  the  deceptive  Jesuitism  of  Talley- 
rand, he  was  nevertheless  equally  wary  in  commit- 
ting himself  upon  any  question,  until  the  proper  time 
came  for  action,  and  when  that  moment  arrived,  he 
was  as  prompt  and  decided  as  Napoleon  himself.  Mr. 
Clinton  lacked  those  essential  attributes  of  the  leader 
of  a  party,  and.  had  he  entered  into  a  contest  with  so 
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formidable  a  rival,  without  the  assistance  of  others 
in  directing  and  advising  him,  the  result  must  have 
shown  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  the  abler  and  more 
successful  politician. 

Upon  the  death  of  Gov,  Clinton,  the  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, Gen.  Pitcher,  became  the  acting  governor  of 
the  State.  In  a  short  time  after  his  entrance  upon  the 
Executive  duties,  he  made  a  written  communication 
to  the  Legislature,  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law 
for  the  appointment  of  a  special  prosecutor,  to  conduct 
the  investigations  and  trials,  growing  out  of  the  ab- 
duction and  murder  of  William  Morgan.  A  bill  was 
introduced  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion,  and  be- 
came a  law.  Daniel  Mosely,  of  Onondaga  county,  re- 
ceived the  appointment  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Clinton's  death,  his  pecuniary 
circumstances  were  in  an  embarrassed,  condition.  He 
left  four  minor  children,  for  whom  his  friends  desired 
some  provision  to  be  made.  Inasmuch  as  he  had 
served  the  State  for  a  number  of  years,  as  anon-acting 
Canal  Commissioner,  without  receiving  any  remuner- 
ation, it  was  thought  advisable  to  bestow  a  compen- 
sation for  his  services,  as  a  member  of  the  Canal  Board,, 
upon  his  children.  A  bill  was  accordingly  reported 
in  the  Assembly,  by  a  select  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Edgerton.  Butler,  Granger,  Goodrich  and  Rug- 
gles,  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  a  Canal 
Commissioner  during  the  time  he  had  held  the  office, 
and  of  Governor  of  the  State  for  one  year,  to  his  mi- 
nor children.  Gen.  Root  and  Mr.  Mann  opposed  the 
bill  with  great  vehemence.  Gen.  Porter  also  stated 
that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  unless  the  amount 
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was  reduced  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  he  moved 
an  amendment  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Butler  delivered 
an  eloquent  and  animated  speech,  in  support  of  the 
original  recommendation  of  the  committee,  hut  the 
amendment  of  Gen.  Porter  was  adopted,  and  in  that 
shape  the  bill  passed,  by  a  vote  of  eighty-eight  to 
twenty-five.  It  was  also  passed  in  the  Senate  with- 
out much  opposition. 

Bills  for  constructing  the  Chenango  and  Chemung 
canals,  were  passed  in  the  Assembly,  at  the  winter 
session  of  1828,  but  were  again  defeated  in  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Superior  Court  of  the  city  of  New- York 
was  established  at  this  session,  in  order  to  keep  pace 
with  the  rapid  accumulation  of  business  in  the  courts 
held  in  that  city.  The  presiding  officers  of  the  Court, 
are  one  Chief  Justice  and  two  Associate  Justices.  These 
appointments  were  first  bestowed  on  Samuel  Jones, 
Chancellor  of  the  State,  Josiah  O.  Hoffman,  and  Tho- 
mas J.  Oakley.  All  these  gentlemen  had  been  leading 
and  active  Federalists,  but  they  were  now  understood 
to  be  friendly  to  Gen.  Jackson.  Mr.  Jones  had  near- 
ly reached  the  age  prescribed  in  the  Constitution, 
which  would  have  compelled  him  to  vacate  the  office 
of  Chancellor,- and  he  was,  therefore,  easily  induced 
to  accept  a  subordinate  appointment.  Both  himself, 
and  Mr.  Oakley,  have  continued  to  occupy  their  seats 
on  the  bench  of  the  Superior  Court,  up  to  the  present 
time.  Alter  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  office  of 
Chancellor  was  tendered  to  Chief  Justice  Savage,  who 
declined  accepting  it;  whereupon  Mr.  Pitcher  nomi- 
nated Reuben  II.  Walworth,  Circuit  Judge  of  the 
Fourth  District,  who  was  duly  confirmed  by  the  Sen- 
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ate.  Esek  Cowen,  of  Saratoga,  the  Reporter  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  was  appointed  as  the  successor  of 
Mr.  Walworth. 

The  members  of  the  Legislature  friendly  to  Gen.  Jack- 
son, nominated  him  as  their  candidate  for  President,  at 
a  meeting  on  the  31st  day  of  January;  and  previous 
to  the  adjournment,  another  caucus  was  held,  at  which 
a  State  Convention  was  called,  at  Herkimer,  on  the 
the  fourth  Wednesday  of  September,  in  order  to  nom- 
inate candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor. 
The  Adams  members  assembled  on  the  day  of  the  ad- 
journment, and  adopted  an  address  to  the  Electors  of 
the  State,  denouncing  Gen.  Jackson  with  much  bit- 
terness, and  earnestly  pressing  the  claims  of  their  fa- 
vorite candidate. 

Early  in  the  summer,  Gen.  Porter  was  made  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  the  place  of  James  Barbour,  appointed 
minister  to  England.  The  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Savage,  but  he  re- 
spectfully declined  its  acceptance.  Several  other  ap- 
pointments were  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  through  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  order  to  counteract  the  move- 
ments of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but,  as  the  sequel  proved, 
without  much  success.  A  Convention  was  also  held 
at  Albany,  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Adams.  Among  the  delegates,  were  Ambrose 
Spencer,  Samuel  B.  Romaine,  Gerrit  Smith,  and  John 
A.  King.  Alexander  Corfin,[of  Hudson,  presided,  and 
Robert  L.  Rose,  of  Seneca,  and  Peter  Sharpe  of  New- 
York,  officiated  as  Secretaries.  An  address  and  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  and  published,  expressing  the 
views  of  the  delegates,  in  relation  to  the  Presiden- 


IN    NEW-YORK.  351 

tial  question,  but  the  Convention  adjourned  without 
making  any  definite  arrangements  for  the  election. 
A  second  Convention,  for  the  nomination  of  State  offi- 
cers, was  held  on  the  22nd  day  of  July,  of  which 
James  Fairlie,  of  New- York,  was  President,  and  Til- 
ly Lynde  of  Chenango,  and  Thomas  Clowes  of  Rens- 
selaer, were  Secretaries.  A  majority  of  the  June  Con- 
vention were  in  favor  of  nominating  Francis  Granger 
for  Governor,  who  had  already  become  quite  popular 
with  the  Anti-Masons,  but  at  the  subsequent  Conven- 
tion, it  was  thought  advisable  by  the  members  who 
now  claimed  to  represent  the  National  Republican 
party,  to  nominate  Smith  Thompson,  for  Governor, 
and  Mr.  Granger,  for  Lieut.  Governor. 

The  Anti-Masons  of  twelve  of  the  western  counties 
held  a  Convention  at  Leroy,  on  the  6th  day  of  March, 
1828,  at  which  Samuel  Works,  Henry  Ely,  Frederick 
F.  Backus,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  and  Thurlow  Weed, 
were  appointed  a  general  central  committee.  This 
committee  subsequently  issued  a  call  for  a  State  Con- 
vention, which  assembled  at  Utica,  in  August,  and 
nominated  Mr.  Granger  for  Governor,  and  John  Cra- 
ry  for  Lieut.  Governor.  A  resolution  was  adopted  by 
this  Convention,  declaring  that  it  was  expedient  for 
them  "  wholly  to  disregard  the  two  great  political  par- 
ties," in  the  State,  "and  to  nominate  Anti-Masonic 
candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor."  Both 
the  candidates  they  selected  were  open  and  avowed 
Anti-Masons,  but  Mr.  Granger,  who  had  evidently 
been  disappointed  at  not  receiving  a  similar  nomina- 
tion from  the  National  Republican  Convention,  after 
considerable  hesitation,  finally  decided  to  decline  the 
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nomination  of  his  Anti-Masonic  friends,  and  to  accept 
that  made  by  the  first  Convention .  This  decision  was 
entirely  unexpected  by  the  Anti-Masons,  and  for  some 
time  they  were  unable  to  agree  upon  a  candidate. 
Solomon  South  wick,  who  had  been  one  of  the  most 
active  agents  in  establishing  the  party,  was  afterwards 
nominated,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Leroy,  and  although 
several  county  conventions  protested  against  the  se- 
lection, he  was  generally  supported  by  the  Anti-Ma- 
sons in  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Jackson  Convention  held  at 
Herkimer,  in  September,  were  quite  harmonious.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  selected,  with  entire  unanimity,  as 
their  candidate  for  Governor.  It  was  at  that  time  an- 
ticipated that,  in  the  event  of  Gen.  Jackson's  election, 
Mr.  Yan  Buren  would  receive  a  Cabinet  appointment; 
consequently  the  selection  of  a  Lieut.  Governor  was  of 
more  than  ordinary  importance.  Gen.  Pitcher  confi- 
dently expected  a  re-nomination,  but  the  Convention 
decided  in  favor  of  Enos  T.  Throop,  then  Judge  of 
the  Seventh  Circuit.  Mr.  Pitcher  was  much  cha- 
grined at  this  result,  and  never  forgave  the  leading 
Jackson  men  at  Albany,  who  were  then  known  as 
the  Regency,  for  their  interference  in  the  matter,  and 
he  afterwards  united  with  the  opposition  party. 

The  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on 
the  9th  day  of  September.  The  principal  business 
transacted,  was  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  sev- 
eral chapters  of  the  revised  laws  of  the  State.  Judge 
Woodworth  resigned  his  office  during  the  session,  to 
take  effect  on  the  21st  of  January,  1829,  and  Wm.  L. 
Marcy  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Senate,  to 
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succeed  him.  Mr.  Throop  also  resigned  the  office  of 
Circuit  Judge,  and  Gen  Pitcher  nominated  Daniel 
Moseley  to  fill  the  vacancy ;  but  the  Senate  declined  to 
act  upon  any  further  nominations  until  the  new  Gov- 
ernor had  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties.  At  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston resigned  the  office  of  President  pro  tern,  of  the 
Senate,  and  Charles  Dayan  was  chosen  in  his  place. 
Mr.  Carroll  resigned  his  seat  as  a  member  of  that  bo- 
dy, on  the  6th  day  of  October. 


23 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


1828 — Position  of  the  Anti-Masonic  party — Mr.  Granger  and  Mr, 
Crary — Success  of  the  Democratic  Ticket — Particulars  of  the  Fall 
Election — William  H.  Maynard — Millard  Fillmore — Legislature 
0f   1829— The  Safety  Fund  System — Charles  E.  Dudley  elected 
a  Senator  in  Congress — Greene  C.  Bronson  elected  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, in  the  place  of  Mr.  Talcott — Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  appointed 
to  succeed  Mr.  Marcy  in  the  Office  of  Comptroller — Result  of  the 
Presidential   Election — Mr.   Van  Buren  appointed   Secretary   of 
State — The  Chenango  Canal — Death  of  John  Jay — Addison  Gar- 
diner appointed  Circuit  Judge   of  the  Eighth  Circuit — Removals 
made  by  the  National  Administration — November  Election — Al- 
vin  Bronson — Levi  Beardsley — Charles  L.  Livingston — Legisla- 
tive   Session   of  1830 — Charles  Stebbins,  George  R.    Davis,  and 
James    Rees,    appointed    Bank    Commissioners — Report  of   the 
Canal  Commissioners   in  relation  to  the  Chenango  Canal — Cir- 
culation   of   Small    Bills — The    Working    Men's    party — Nomi- 
nation of  Gen.  Root  by  the  Working  Men,   and  his  refusal  to 
accept — Substitution  of  Ezekiel  Williams — The  Anti-Masons  as 
a  Political  party — The  Albany  Evening  Journal — Francis  Gran- 
ger and  Samuel  Stevens  nominated  for  Governor  and   Lieuten- 
ant Governor,   by    the    Anti-Masonic    State   Convention — Nom- 
ination of  Enos  T.   Throop  and  Edward  P.  Livingston,  at  the 
Herkimer  Convention — The   Fall  Election — Henry  A.  Foster — 
William  H.  Seward — John  W.  Edmonds — Dudley  Selden — John 
A.  Dix  appointed  Adjutant  General — Movements  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Clay — Legislature  of  1831 — Judge  Marcy  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  Samuel  Nelson  appointed  to  succeed  him — Rob- 
ert Monell  and  Charles  H.  Ruggles  appointed  Circuit  Judges — Op- 
position  to  Re-chartering  the  United  States  Bank — Distribution 
of  the  Surplus  Revenue  proposed — Resignation  of  the  members 
of  Gen.  Jackson's  Cabinet — Appointment  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as 
Minister  to  England — National   Republican   Convention — Jonas 
Earll,  Jr.,  appointed  Canal  Commissioner — November  Election — 
Georere  W.  Patterson — John  I.  Morgan — Silas  M.  Stilwell — Myn- 
dert  Van  Schaick — Isaac  R.  Van  Duzer — Jedediah  Miller — Finan- 
cial Policy  of  Gov.  Throop,  and  Mr.  Wright — Legislative  Session 
of  1832 — Rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and'his  nomination  for  Vice 
President — Coalition  between  the  National  Republicans  and  Anti- 
Masons — Re-nomination   of  Messrs.  Granger  and  Stevens — Wil- 
liam L.  Marcy  and  John  Tracy  nominatedPby  the  Herkimer  Con- 
vention— 1832. 

The  Anti-Masonic  party,  as  a  body,  were  never  fa- 
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Vorably  disposed  toward  the  leading  Jackson  men  in 
the  State ;  neither  did  they  at  first  appear  inclined  to 
co-operate  in  any  respect  with  the  National  Republi- 
cans.    Mr.  Granger,  and  a  few  others,  endeavored  to 
bring  about  a  union  in  1S28,  but  his  efforts  were  un- 
availing.     The  Anti-Masons  were  quite  friendly  to 
him,  but  they  could  not  be  induced,  as  was  at  one  time 
anticipated,  to  adopt  the  nominations  of  the  National 
Republican  Convention.     An  attempt  was  then  made 
to  persuade  Mr.  Crary  to  decline  the  nomination  of 
the  Anti-Masonic  Convention,  in  the  hope  of  securing 
the  election  of  Mr.  Granger  as  Lieut.  Governor;  and 
that  gentleman  at  one  time  consented  to  the  arrange- 
ment, provided  Mr.  Granger  would  first  decline  the 
Gubernatorial   nomination.     This   was   accordingly 
done,  but  Mr.  Crary  afterwards  refused  to  fulfill  his 
part  of  the  agreement.     The  canvass  was  conducted 
with  spirit  and  enthusiasm.     The  Jackson  men  were 
confident  of  a  triumphant  victory.     Neither  the  Na- 
tional Republican,  or  Democratic  candidates,  could  be 
charged  with  being  under  the  influence  of  Free  Mason- 
ry.    Mr.  Granger  was  highly  popular  with  the  Anti- 
Masons,   but  Judge  Throop  had  also  secured  their 
respect  and  esteem,  by  his  independent  course  at  the 
trial  of  Lawson  and  others,  in  January,  1827.     While 
sentencing  the  prisoners  on  this  occasion,  he  alluded 
to  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement,  in  the  following  elo- 
quent and  manly  language: 

';  Your  conduct  has  created,  in  the  people  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  a  strong  feeling  of  virtuous  indig- 
nation. The  Court  rejoices  to  witness  it— to  be  made  cer- 
tain that  a  citizen's  person  cannot  be  invaded  l>y  law- 
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less  violence,  without  its  being  felt  by  every  individu- 
al in  the  community.  It  is  a  blessed  spirit,  and  we  do 
hope  that  it  will  not  subside  ;  that  it  will  be  accom- 
panied by  a  ceaseless  vigilance,  and  untiring  activity, 
until  every  actor  in  this  profligate  conspiracy,  is  hunt- 
ed from  his  hiding  place,  and  brought  before  the  tri- 
bunals of  his  country,  to  receive  the  punishment  mer- 
ited by  his  crime.  We  think  we  see  in  this  public  sen- 
sation, the  spirit  which  brought  us  into  existence  as  a 
nation,  and  a  pledge  that  our  rights  and  liberties  are 
destined  to  endure." 

The  election  resulted  veryvdifferently  from  the  gen- 
eral expectation  of  the  Jackson  party.  There  were 
upwards  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand 
votes  cast  for  Governor.  Mr.  Van  Buren  received 
one  hundred  thirty- six  thousand,  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four  ;  Mr.  Thompson,  one  hundred 
six  thousand,  four  hundred  and  forty-four ;  and  Mr. 
Southwick,  thirty-three  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  forty-five.  The  vote  on  the  Lieut.  Governor 
did  not  differ  materially  from  that  on  Governor.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Throop  were,  in  point  of  fact, 
elected  by  a  minority  of  votes  ;  but  the  result  would 
not  have  been  different,  had  the  Anti- Masonic  party 
never  existed.  John  Birdsall,  Circuit  Judge  of  the 
Eighth  Circuit,  John  C.  Spencer,  and  a  great  number 
of  the  Anti-Masons  in  western  New- York,  were  origi- 
nally staunch  Jackson  men,  and  they  would  undoubt- 
edly have  supported  the  Democratic  ticket,  had  the 
Morgan  affair  never  taken  place.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  a  union  ticket  had  been  adopted  by  the  National 
Republicans  and  Anti-Masons,  in  1828,  a  much  larger 
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number  of  the  Masons  belonging  Jo  the  Adams  party 
would  have  seceded,  than  eventually  refused  to  con- 
cur in  the  coalition  formed  in  1830.  The  opinion, 
therefore,  which  has  been  often  advanced,  that  if  Mr* 
Crary  had  declined  the  Anti-Masonic  nomination  for 
Lieut.  Governor,  Mr.  Granger  would  have  been  cer- 
tainly elected,  is  not  only  unwarranted,  but  an 
impartial  review  of  the  condition  of  political  parties  at 
that  time,  must  certainly  lead  to  the  conviction,  that 
he  would  have  been  defeated  by  from  fifteen  to  twen- 
ty thousand  majority. 

Although  the  Anti-Masons  positively  refused  to  con- 
nect themselves  with  either  of  the  other  parties,  in  re- 
gard to  State  affairs,  they  generally  voted  for  the  Ad- 
ams Electoral  ticket,  because  his  opponent  was  a  Ma- 
son, and  belonged  to  one  of  the  highest  grades  in  the 
Order.  For  this  reason,  the  vote  on  Electors  wras 
very  close  ;  eighteen  of  the  number  chosen  were  for 
Gen.  Jackson,  and  sixteen  for  Mr.  Adams.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  Electoral  College,  the  two  State  Elec- 
tors designated  by  those  elected  in  the  several  districts, 
were  friendly  to  Jackson.  The  city  and  county  of 
New -York,  and  the  counties  of  Westchester,  Dutchess, 
Ulster,  Orange,  Delaware,  and  Greene,  gave  heavy 
Jackson  majorities.  Several  of  the  southern  and  west- 
ern counties  also  gave  an  unexpected  vote  for  the 
Democratic  ticket.  The  majority  in  Tompkins  and 
Tioga  was  nearly  seventeen  hundred,  and  in  Cayuga 
it  was  seventeen  hundred  and  forty-three.  In  the 
counties  of  Albany,  Rensselaer,  \\  ashington,  St.  Law- 
rence, and  Oneida,  majorities  were  given  for  the  \d- 

ams  Electors.     The  vote  for  that  ticket  in  the  Eighth 
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District  was  very  large  ;  Genesee  and  Orleans  giving 
over  three  thousand  majority;  and  Chautauque,  Erie, 
and  Niagara,  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
three.  The  aggregate  majority  for  the  Jackson  Elec- 
tors in  the  State,  was  five  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty. 

The  Senators  chosen  at  the  fall  Election,  in  1828, 
were  Stephen  Allen,  in  the  place  of  Jacob  Tyson ; 
Samuel  Rexford,  in  the  place  of  Wells  Lake  ;  Lewis 
Eaton,  in  the  place  of  Richard  McMichael ;  John  Mc 
Lean,  Jr.,  in  the  place  of  John  Crary ;  William  H.  May- 
nard,  in  the  place  of  Charles  Dayan  ;  John  F.  Hub- 
bard, in  the  place  of  Stukely  Ellsworth ;  Hiram  F. 
Mather,  in  the  place  of  John  C.  Spencer ;  Moses  Hay- 
den,  in  the  place  of  Samuel  Wilkeson  ;  and  George  H. 
Boughton,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Carroll.  Mr.  McLean  was  elected  as  an 
Adams  man,  but  acted  with  the  Jackson  party,  in  op- 
position to  the  Anti-Masons.  Messrs.  Maynard,  Ma- 
ther, Boughton  and  Hayden,  belonged  to  the  Anti- 
Masonic  party.  Mr.  Maynard  was  a  man  of  fine  tal- 
ents, and  took  a  high  stand  in  the  body  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  In  the  Assembly,  there  was  a  major- 
ity of  Jackson  men.  Messrs.  Paige,  Mann,  Skinner, 
Nicholas,  Bradish,  and  Gross,  were  re-elected.  The 
two  gentlemen  last  named,  were  National  Republi- 
cans. Chandler  Starr  was  chosen  by  the  same  party, 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  and  the  Anti-Masons  elected 
Millard  Fillmore  in  Erie,  PhiloC.  Fuller  in  Livingston, 
and  Abner  Hazeltine  in  Chatauque. 

Peter  Robinson,  of  Broome  county,  and  a  warm 
friend  of  the  Chenango  canal,  was  elected  Speaker  of 
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the  Assembly,  by  the  Jackson  members,  at  the  annual 
session  of  the  Legislature  in  1829.  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
first  message  was  anxiously  looked  for,  and  did  not 
disappoint  the  confidence  of  his  party  in  the  talents 
which  had  secured  his  elevation  to  the  Gubernatorial 
chair.  He  highly  complimented  Mr.  Clinton,  for  the 
great  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  State,  as  the 
pioneer  in  its  system  of  internal  improvements ;  but 
did  not  recommend,  in  explicit  terms,  the  construction 
of  any  of  the  lateral  canals  which  were  in  contempla- 
tion. It  was  understood  that  the  Governor  concurred 
in  the  views  of  Mr.  Marcy  and  Col.  Young,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  financial  policy  of  the  State,  but  the  mes- 
sage carefully  avoided  any  definite  avowal  of  his 
opinions.  He  recommended  the  abolition  of  the  auc- 
tion monopoly  ;  the  prohibition  of  all  expenditures  of 
money  at  elections,  except  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
printing ;  the  repeal  of  the  district  system  ;  and  the 
choice  of  Presidential  Electors  by  general  ticket.  But 
the  most  important  subject  discussed  in  the  message, 
was  the  Safety  Fund  banking  system,  the  leading 
features  of  which  were  communicated  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren  by  Joshua  Forman,  of  Onondaga  county. 
This  plan  had  been  submitted  to  Thomas  W.  Olcott, 
Isaac  Bronson,  Benjamin  Knower,  and  other  experi- 
enced bankers  in  the  State,  and  had  received  their  un- 
qualified approbation.  A  large  number  of  the  bank 
charters  were  about  to  expire,  and  the  urgent  demand 
of  the  people  for  a  change  in  the  existing  system,  in- 
duced Mr.  Van  Buren  to  urge  it  upon  the  Legislature* 
in  a  subsequent  message,  in  which  the  details  of  the 
measure  were  more  clearly  presented.     A   bill  was 


360  POLITICAL    PARTIES 

afterwards  reported  by  Mr.  Paige,  chairman  of  the 
bank  committee  in  the  House,  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  the  Governor,  which  became  a  law  on  the 
2d  day  of  April.  During  the  winter  session  also,  a 
law  was  passed  providing  for  the  choice  of  Presiden- 
tial Electors  by  general  ticket. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  having  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  his  elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  Governor,  Charles  E.  Dudley,  one 
of  his  most  attached  personal  and  political  friends, 
was  appointed,  by  the  Legislature,  as  his  successor. 
Mr.  Dudley  received  seventy-nine  votes  in  the  As- 
sembly, and  twentv-three  in  the  Senate.  The  irres:- 
ular  habits  of  Mr.  Talcott,  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  State,  led  to  his  resignation  early  in  the  session, 
and  the  office  was  conferred  on  Greene  C.  Bronson, 
a  clear-headed  and  skillful  lawyer,  from  the  county 
of  Oneida,  and  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the  State- 
Mr.  Gross,  of  the  county  of  Essex,  also  became  so 
deeply  addicted  to  intemperance,  that  he  died  of  de- 
lirium tremens  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

At  the  election  of  State  officers,  in  February,  Silas 
Wright,  Jr.,  was  appointed  Comptroller,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Marcy ;  Messrs.  Flagg,  Keyser,  Dewitt,  and 
Muir,  were  re-elected  without  much  opposition.  The 
nomination  of  Mr.  Moseley,  as  Circuit  Judge  of  the 
Seventh  Circuit,  previously  made  by  Mr.  Pitcher, 
was  renewed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  confirmed  by 
the  Senate.  The  office  of  special  counsel  for  the 
Morgan  affair,  made  vacant  by  the  promotion  of  Mr. 
Moseley,  was  conferred  on  John  C.  Spencer.     Mr.. 
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Spencer  was  at  this  time  opposed  to  the  dominant 
party  in  politics,  but  his  untiring  zeal  and  indefatigable 
exertions  in  behalf  of  the  Anti-Masonic  cause  ren- 
dered the  appointment  quite  acceptable  to  his  politi- 
cal friends  ;  and  Mr.  Yan  Buren  did  not  wish  to  be- 
stow the  office  on  any  one  intimately  connected  with 
himself,  lest  it  might  thereafter  prove  prejudicial  to 
his  own  interests.  The  Anti-Masons  professed,  and 
most  of  them  were,  undoubtedly,  sincere  in  the  ex- 
pression of  this  feeling,  to  be  utterly  indifferent  be- 
tween the  two  parties  ;  and  they  insisted  that  they 
had  no  desire  to  connect  the  prevailing  excitement 
with  political  questions.  In  this  view  of  the  case, 
therefore,  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Spencer  was,  per- 
haps, the  most  appropriate  that  could  have  been  made. 

A  State  Convention  was  held,  in  the  city  of  Alba- 
ny, by  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, but  no  proceedings  were  instituted,  except  in 
relation  to  the  subject  of  Free  Masonry. 

The  result  of  the  Presidential  election  in  the  Union 
was,  that  Andrew  Jackson  received  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  votes  for  President,  and  John  Q,uincy 
Adams,  eighty-three.  John  C.  Calhoun  received  one 
hundred  and  seventy-one  votes  for  Vice  President ; 
Richard  Rush,  eighty-three ;  and  William  Smith, 
seven.  Immediately  after  the  inauguration  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  officially  notified  of  his 
appointment  as  Secretary  of  State.  This  announce- 
ment was  far  from  being  unexpected,  but  the  Gov- 
ernor was  unwilling  to  detach  himself  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  State,  without 
their  cordial  approbation.     A  meeting  of  the  leading 
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Democratic  members  of  the  Legislature  was  held,  at 
which  Mr.  Yan  Buren  was  present,  and  stated  that 
he  regarded  himself  as  being  in  the  hands  of  his 
friends,  and  was  prepared  to  abide  by  their  decision. 
The  unanimous  voice  of  the  meeting  was  in  favor  of 
his  accepting  the  appointment,  and  on  the  12th  day 
of  March,  he  communicated  to  the  Legislature  his 
resignation  of  the  office  of  Governor.  Resolutions  of 
congratulation  were  passed  in  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  by  a  large  majority.  Mr.  Maynard  op- 
posed their  adoption  in  the  Senate,  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  been  elected  under  an  im- 
plied pledge  that  he  would  serve  during  the  Constitu- 
tional term ;  but  these  objections  were  not  favorably 
entertained. 

Lieut.  Gov.  Throop  took  leave  of  the  Senate,  in  a 
lengthy  address,  setting  forth  his  opinions  in  regard 
to  the  management  of  public  affairs,  and  reviewing 
the  history  of  political  parties  in  the  country.  Like 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  he  refrained  from  giving  any  definite 
expression  of  his  views  upon  the  canal  policy  of  the 
State,  so  far  as  it  was  connected  with  the  construction 
of  new  works.  Charles  Stebbins,  a  Senator  from  the 
Fifth  District,  was  elected  President  of  the  Senate  pro 
tern.,  after  Mr.  Throop  assumed  the  duties  of  Governor. 

A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  was  re- 
jected in  the  House,  in  committee  of  the  whole  ;  but  a 
substitute  was  afterwards  presented,  providing  for  the 
survey  of  the  route,  and  authorizing  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners to  construct  the  work,  when  they  became 
satisfied  that  the  cost  would  not  exceed  one  million 
of  dollars  ;  that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  supply  of 
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water  ;  and  that  the  amount  of  tolls  for  the  first  ten 
years  would  keep  the  canal  in  repair,  and  pay  the  in- 
terest on  the  original  cost.  In  this  shape  the  bill  be- 
came a  law.  An  act  for  the  construction  of  the  Che- 
mung canal,  was  also  passed  at  this  session.  The 
Legislature  adjourned  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  after 
enacting  more  than  three  hundred  laws.  A  large  ma- 
jority of  the  old  banks  were  re-chartered,  and  eleven 
new  ones  were  incornorated. 

John  Jay  died  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  He  had  for  a  long  time  re- 
mained aloof  from  the  political  contests  which  were  in- 
cessantly going  on  around  him  ;  but  that  good  spirit  of 
veneration  and  respect,  which  is  always  awakened  at 
the  contemplation  of  consistency  and  purity  of  char- 
acter, sent  forth  spontaneously  its  tribute  of  regret. 
Men  of  all  sentiments  and  opinions  cordially  and  sor- 
rowfully united,  in  the  expression  of  their  griet  at  the 
public  loss.  A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  bar  in 
attendance  at  the  May  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
New- York  was  held,  at  which  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  Greene  C.  Bronson,  James  Tall- 
madge,  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  D.  S.  Jones,  George  Grif- 
fin, and  J.  J.  Roosevelt,  who  reported  a  series  of  ap- 
propriate resolutions  which  were  unanimously  adopt- 
ed. But  the  highest  eulogy  which  can  be  pronounced 
to  the  memory  of  John  Jay  is,  that  amid  all  the  blan- 
dishments of  public  favor,  and  in  despite  of  the  cor- 
rupt influences  which  were  often  employed  by  his 
friends  to  mislead  him,  he  preserved  his  integrity  as 
a  statesman  and  politician — "faithful  among  the  faith- 
less found." 
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An  extra  session  of  the  Senate  was  convened  at  the 
city  of  New- York,  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  on  certain  nominations  to  office, 
which  the  Governor  thought  it  was  necessary  to  make 
in  advance  of  the  regular  session.  Mr.  Birdsall  hav- 
ing resigned  the  office  of  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Eighth 
Circuit,  Addison  Gardiner,  of  Rochester,  the  present 
Lieut.  Governor  of  the  State,  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  on  the  25th  day  of  September. 

The  removals  from  office  made  under  Gen.  Jack- 
son's administration,  were  very  numerous.  In  the 
State  of  New- York,  these  changes  were  attributed  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and,  although  many  of  his  opponents 
had  participated  with  great  gusto  in  the  searching 
operations  of  the  different  councils  in  existence  du- 
ring the  contest  between  the  Lewisites  and  the  Clin- 
tons, they  were  very  zealous  in  condemning  him  for 
introducing  the  New-York  system  at  Washington. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  bring  this  to  bear  on  the  fall 
election,  but  with  little  or  no  effect.  The  National 
Republicans  had  become  too  disheartened  after  the 
result  of  the  great  contest  in  182S,  to  make  much 
exertion,  and  they  were  already  satisfied  that  they 
could  accomplish  nothing  without  the  assistance 
of  the  Anti-Masons.  The  election  resulted  hiofh- 
ly  favorable  to  the  Jackson  party.  They  elected  their 
Senators  in  all  the  Districts,  except  the  Eighth,  which 
was  the  principal  theatre  of  the  Anti-Masonic  excite- 
ment, and  now  began  to  be  termed  "  the  infected  Dis- 
trict.'' Albert  H.  Tracy  was  elected,  by  the  Anti- 
Masonic  party,  in  that  District,  by  about  eight  thous- 
and majority.     In  the  other  portions  of  the  State,  many 
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of  the  National  Republican  Free  Masons,  who  foresaw 
that  the  Jackson  men  and  Anti-Masons  must  soon  come 
into  collision,  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  this 
election.  The  Senators  chosen  this  year,  were 
Alpheus  Sherman,  in  the  place  of  Joshua  Smith, 
in  the  First  District;  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge,  in 
the  place  of  Peter  R.  Livingston,  who  had  recently- 
changed  his  politics,  and  become  an  ardent  day- 
man, in  the  Second ;  William  Deitz,  in  the  place 
of  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  who  resigned  his  seat  on 
the  first  day  of  the  preceding  session,  in  the  Third; 
Isaac  Gere,  in  the  place  of  John  L.  Yiele,  in  the 
Fourth ;  Alvin  Bronson,  in  the  place  of  Charles  Steb- 
bins,  in  the  Fifth ;  Levi  Beardsley,  in  the  place  of 
Peter  Hager,  2d,  in  the  Sixth ;  Thomas  Armstrong, 
in  the  place  of  Truman  Hart,  in  the  Seventh  ;  and 
Albert  H.  Tracy,  in  the  place  of  Ethan  B.  Allen,  in 
the  Eighth  District.  Mr.  Bogardus,  of  the  First  Dis- 
trict, resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  on  the  4th  day 
of  May,  and  Jonathan  S.  Conklin  was  elected  to  suc- 
ceed him.  Three-fourths  of  the  members  of  Assem- 
bly elect  were  Jackson  men.  Messrs.  Root,  Paige, 
Mann,  Bradish,  Fillmore,  Granger,  Nicholas,  Fuller, 
and  Hazeltine,  were  again  returned.  The  other 
prominent  members  chosen,  were  Charles  L.  Liv- 
ingston, of  New-York  ;  George  R.  Davis,  of  Rensse- 
laer ;  Richard  L.  Smith,  of  Cayuga  ;  and  Aaron  Van- 
derpoel,  of  Columbia,  who  were  all  active  and  zealous 
Jackson  men  ;  Samuel  S.  Lush,  of  Albany,  a  National 
Republican,  or  Clay  man,  and  Thurlow  Weed,  of 
Monroe,  one  of  the  leading  Anti-Masons  in  the  Eighth 
District. 
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The  Legislature  convened  on  the  5th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1830.  Gen.  Root  was  re-elected  Speaker,  by  sixty- 
three  majority  over  Mr.  Granger.  Four  of  the  Na- 
tional Republicans  cast  blank  votes.  They  would 
not  support  Gen.  Root,  because  he  was  a  Jackson  man ; 
nor  Mr.  Granger,  because  he  had  become  a  confirmed 
Anti-Mason.  William  M.  Oliver  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  pro  tern,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Steb- 
bins,  whose  term  had  expired.  The  message  of  the 
acting  Governor  was  principally  confined  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  matters  connected  with  the  internal  police 
of  the  State.  In  regard  to  the  public  finances,  he 
avowed  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a  direct  tax  would  soon 
become  necessary  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
Government,  in  consequence  of  the  diminution  of  the 
General  Fund.  He  did  not  recommend  any  addition- 
al improvements,  either  by  roads  or  canals ;  but,  in 
connection  with  the  extension  of  the  public  works,  he 
referred  to  the  contemplated  division  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  General  Government  among  the  States, 
as  a  measure,  against  which  li  no  valid  objection"  ex- 
isted, and  from  which  a  considerable  augmentation 
of  the  funds  of  the  State,  applicable  to  those  objects, 
might  be  reasonably  anticipated. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Safety  Fund  law,  the  Go- 
vernor and  Senate  were  authorized  to  appoint  one 
Bank  Commissioner,  and  the  banks  themselves  were 
required  to  elect  two  in  addition.  Charles  Stebbins, 
late  of  the  Senate,  was  nominated  by  Gov.  Throop, 
and  duly  confirmed.  George  R.  Davis,  of  Troy,  and 
James  Rees,  of  Geneva,  were  selected  by  the  banks. 
At  the  winter  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  New- 
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York  banks  repeated  the  effort  they  had  made  during 
the  previous  winter,  to  procure  the  modification  of 
the  Safety  Fund  law,  and  made  application  for  char- 
ters under  it.  Gen.  Root  and  Mr.  Granger  came  out 
warmly  and  decidedly  against  the  whole  system,  and 
denounced  it,  as  they  had  formerly  done,  upon  the 
ground,  that  it  was  injudicious  in  itself,  and  unjust 
to  the  old  banks,  and,  therefore,  unworthy  of  confi- 
dence. Gen.  Root  had  for  some  time  been  unfavor- 
ably disposed  toward  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends 
in  this  State,  and  it  was  said  that  he  had  been  disap- 
pointed at  not  receiving  the  office  of  Bank  Commis- 
sioner. Before  the  close  of  the  session,  he  began  to 
exhibit  symptoms  of  disaffection,  which  terminated 
at  a  later  day,  in  his  separation  from  the  Democratic 
party. 

The  Canal  Commissioners  made  their  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  Chenango  canal,  on  the  21st  day  of  Jan- 
uary. They  stated  that  they  had  arrived  at  the  opin- 
ion, that  the  work  would  cost  more  than  one  million  of 
dollars ;  and  that  it  would  not  produce  an  amount  of 
tolls,  in  connection  with  the  increased  tolls  on  the 
Erie  canal,  equal  to  the  interest  of  its  cost,  and 
the  expense  of  its  repairs  and  superintendence,  or 
of  either  of  them.  That  portion  of  the  report  af- 
fecting the  Chenango  canal,  has  generallybeen  at- 
tributed to  Col.  Young.  Although  many  of  the 
facts  and  inferences  therein  stated  were  not  accept- 
able to  a  number  of  the  leading  politicans  in  Oneida, 
Madison,  Chenango,  and  the  other  counties  that  ex- 
peeled  to  be  benefitted  by  the  construction  of  the 
canal,  the  public  were  soon  afterwards  convinced  of 
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their  faithfulness,  from  practical  experience.  A  large 
minority  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly  were  still 
zealous  in  behalf  of  the  work.  A  bill  was  introduced, 
and  urgently  pressed  by  Mr.  Granger  and  others, 
Mr.  Mann,  and  the  majority  of  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers, opposed  the  measure.  The  bill  was  finally  lost, 
by  a  vote  of  sixty-one  to  fifty-one. 

Mr.  Keyser  was  re-elected  Treasurer,  on  the  12th 
day  of  February.  The  opposing  candidate  was 
George  Merchant,  who  had  been  an  active  Republi- 
can from  the  year  1798  down  to  the  division  in  the 
party  growing  out  of  the  Presidential  contest  in  1824. 
Mr.  Merchant  received  but  twenty-three  votes  in  the 
Assembly,  and  four  in  the  Senate. 

A  caucus  of  the  Jackson  members  of  the  Legislature 
was  held  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  at  which  Gen. 
Jackson  was  nominated  for  a  second  term  ;  and  a  res- 
olution was  adopted,  directing  a  State  Convention  to 
be  held  at  Herkimer,  on  the  8th  day  of  September, 
for  the  nomination  of  a  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor. 
Gen.  Root  was  present  at  this  caucus,  and  participa- 
ted in  its  proceedings. 

Mr.  Lush,  a  National  Republican  member  from  Al- 
bany, but  who  always  claimed  to  be  a  Federalist  of 
the  straitest  sect,  offered  a  resolution  in  the  Assem- 
bly, on  the  12th  day  of  March,  instructing  the  Bank 
Committee  "to  inquire  as  to  the  expediency  of  prohib- 
iting the  circulation  of  all  bank  notes  of  a  less  denom- 
ination than  five  dollars/'  The  resolution  was  adop- 
ted, forty-nine  to  twenty-three ;  members  of  all  par- 
ties voting  in  favor  of  its  passage. 

A  new  party,  called  "  The  Working  Men's  Party," 
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was  formed  this  winter.  It  originated  with  the  mas- 
ter builders  in  the  city  of  New- York,  who  had  for  a 
long  time  besieged  the  Legislature,  in  vain,  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  giving  the  person  performing  any 
labor,  or  furnishing  any  materials,  in  and  about  the 
construction  of  a  building,  a  lien  on  the  same,  for  the 
value  of  such  work  or  materials.  One  of  the  princi- 
ples avowed  by  the  Working  Men  was,  opposition  to 
the  banking  monopoly;  but  after  they  had  extended 
their  organization  to  the  cities  and  villages  in  the  in- 
terior, men  of  all  classes  and  grades,  merchants,  me- 
chanics, capitalists,  operatives,  and  professional  men, 
attached  themselves  to  the  party.  A  Working  Men's 
Convention  was  held  in  Albany,  on  the  16th  day  of 
April.  Elisha  Dorr  was  Chairman,  and  Arnold  Nelson 
and  Halsey  Woodruff  were  the  Secretaries.  The 
Convention  decided  to  make  a  nomination  for  Gov- 
ernor ;  whereupon  Gen.  Root  was  selected,  with  great 
unanimity,  as  their  candidate.  For  several  months, 
Mr.  Root  was  perfectly  silent  in  relation  to  the  refusal 
or  acceptance  of  the  nomination,  but  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  held  by  the  Working  Men  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  in  the  month  of  June,  compelled  him  to 
decide  what  course  he  would  take.  In  reply  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  address  him,  he  stated  that  he 
felt  bound  to  support  the  Herkimer  nomination,  pro- 
vided it  was  fairly  made  ;  and  that  he  could  not,  for 
that  reason,  accept  the  one  which  had  been  tendered 
to  himself. 

It  became  evident,  in   the  winter  of  1830,  that  the 
Anti-Masonic   party  would  soon  become  the  leading 
opposition  party  in  the  .State.    A  Convention  was  held 
'.'1 
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by  them,  at  Albany,  in  February,  and  a  resolution 

adopted  authorizing  a  State  Convention  to  be  called. 
They  had  long  felt  the  want  of  a  newspaper  organ  at 
the  Capital,  and  measures  were  taken  to  establish  the 
Albany  Evening  Journal,  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  leaders  of  the  party  were  quite  fortunate 
in  the  selection  of  Thurlow  Weed,  a  member  of  the 
Assembly,  from  Monroe,  as  its  editor.  Mr.  Weed  had 
published  a  Clintonian  paper,  at  Rochester,  for  several 
years,  and  it  was  at  this  time  the  most  prominent  Anti- 
Masonic  journal  in  western  New- York.  His  zeal,  tal- 
ents, and  indefatigable  perseverance,  have,  probably, 
contributed  more  to  strengthen  the  party  whose  views 
he  has  represented,  than  those  of  any  other  single  in- 
dividual in  the  State.  The  Anti-Masonic  State  Con- 
vention assembled  at  Utica,  in  August,  1830.  Dele- 
gates were  in  attendance  from  forty-eight  counties. 
Francis  Granger  was  unanimously  nominated  for 
Governor,  and  Samuel  Stevens,  of  New-York,  who 
was  partially  identified  with  the  Working  Men,  was 
selected  as  the  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor.  John 
Crary  was  a  candidate  before  the  Convention,  but  re- 
ceived only  seventeen  votes. 

At  the  Herkimer  Convention,  in  September,  a  pow- 
erful effort  was  made  by  the  friends  of  Gen.  Root,  to 
procure  his  nomination  for  the  office  of  Governor. 
On  the  informal  ballot,  Mr.  Throop  received  seventy- 
eight  votes  ;  Gen.  Root,  forty;  and  John  Savage,  four. 
An  effort  was  then  made  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Root 
to  adjourn,  but  without  success  :  and  on  the  second 
ballot,  Mr.  Throop  received  ninety-three  votes,  and 
was  declared  nominated.     Silas  Wright,  Jr..  who  was 
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a  member  of  the  Convention,  offered  the  usual 
resolution,  making  the  nomination  unanimous,  which 
was  opposed  by  the  friends  of  Gen.  Root,  but  passed, 
with  a  slight  modification.  Edward  P.  Livingston,  of 
Columbia  county,  one  of  "  the  seventeen  Senators," 
was  nominated  for  Lient.  Governor.  The  opposing 
candidates  were,  Jesse  Buel,  and  John  Tracy  of  Che- 
nango county  ;  the  former  received  eleven  votes,  and 
the  latter  twenty-eight.  Gen.  Root  was  by  no  means 
satisfied  at  the  result  of  the  Convention,  and  he  suf- 
fered a  portion  of  the  Working  Men  to  persist  in  ma- 
king him  their  candidate  for  Governor,  until  after  his 
nomination  to  Congress,  when  he  peremptorily  de- 
clined being  considered  as  occupying  any  such  posi- 
tion. A  small  number  of  the  Working  Men,  who  were 
probably  influenced,  to  a  great  degree,  by  the  adhering 
Masons  in  the  National  Republican  party,  afterwards 
met  together  in  New-York,  and  nominated  Ezekiei 
Williams,  of  Cayuga  county,  in  the  place  of  General 
Root. 

The  contest  previous  to  the  election,  was  warm  and 
animated.  The  majority  of  the  National  Republicans 
supported  the  Anti-Masonic  nominations  ;  a  [arge  por- 
tion of  them,  however,  particularly  those  residing  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  united  with  tl.e  Jackson 
party  ;  and  a  small  number,  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  both  parties,  voted  for  the  Working  Men's  can- 
didate. The  result  of  the  election  was  a  matter  of 
surprise  to  all  parties.  Mr.  Granger  received  a  very 
heavy  vote  in  the  Sixth  and  Eighth  Districts;  and  it 
is  probable  his  friends  had  confidently  expected 
that  the  Chenango  canal  interest  would  secure  his 
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election.  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  they  were  deeply 
chagrined  at  the  result.  The  whole  number  of  votes 
polled  for  Governor,  was  two  hundred  fifty-one  thou- 
sand, five  hundred  and  thirty-five  ;  being  upwards  of 
twenty-five  thousand  less  than  the  number  cast  in 
182S.  Mr.  Throop  received  one  hundred  twenty- 
eight  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty-two  votes ; 
Mr.  Granger,  one  hundred  twenty  thousand,  three 
hundred  and  sixty-one  ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty-two.  The  Sixth  Sen- 
atorial District,  to  which  the  feeling  in  favor  of  the 
Chenango  canal  was  mainly  confined,  gave  Mr.  Gran- 
ger more  than  two  thousand  majority,  notwithstand- 
ing it  had  given  six  thousand  the  other  way  in  1S29. 
The  majority  for  Mr.  Granger  in  the  Eighth  District, 
was  near  thirteen  thousand  ;  and  in  the  Seventh,  it 
was  about  eighteen  hundred.  The  remaining  Dis- 
tricts gave  Mr.  Throop  majorities,  ranging  from  four 
to  five  thousand  each.  Jonathan  S.  Conklin,  who 
had  been  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Senate,  was 
re-elected  for  the  full  term,  from  the  First  Senatorial 
District.  Messrs.  Woodward,  McCarty.  McMartin, 
Enos,  Waterman,  Oliver,  and  Boughton,  retired  this 
year,  and  were  succeeded  by  David  M.  Westcott,  in 
the  Second  District ;  Herman  I.  Quackenboss,  in  the 
Third  ;  William  I.  Dodge,  in  the  Fourth  ;  Henry  A. 
Foster,  in  the  Fifth;  Charles  W.  Lyncle.  in  the  Sixth; 
William  H.  Seward,  in  the  Seventh  ;  and  Trumbull 
Cary,  in  the  Eighth  District.  Philo  C.  Fuller  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Moses  Hayden.  More  than  ninety  of  the 
members  of  Assembly  elect  were  Jackson  men. 
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The  most  prominent  men  brought  into  the  Senate 
at  this  election,  were  Mr.  Seward.  Mr.  Dodge,  and  Mr.  ■ 
Foster.  Mr.  Seward  was  then  a  young  man,  and. 
without  much  political  tact ;  but  he  possessed  remark- 
able showy  talents,  a  retentive  memory,  and  a  well 
educated  and  disciplined  mind.  He  soon  became  one 
of  the  most  popular  and  effective  speakers  on  the  op- 
position side.  He  was  a  native  of  Orange  county, 
and  originally  belonged  to  the  Democratic  party ; 
he  united  with  the  Anti-Masons  soon  after  the  excite- 
ment arose  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  active  and  promising 
members  of  the  party.  Mr.  Dodge  and  Mr.  Foster 
were  zealous  politicians,  and  acquitted  themselves  cred- 
itably in  the  frequent  discussions  that  arose  in  the 
Senate.  John  C.  Spencer  was  elected  to  the  Assem- 
bly from  Ontario  county,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Granger. 
In  the  course  of  Mr.  Spencer's  investigations  into  the 
Morgan  affair,  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  expend  a  por- 
tion of  the  two  thousand  dollars  reward  offered  by 
Gov.  Clinton,  in  ferreting  out  the  authors  of  the  cut- 
rage.  I  [e  applied  to  Gov.  Throop  for  permission  to 
use  the  money  for  that  purpose,  which  was  refused; 
and  the  Legislature,  in  1S30,  passed  a  law  reducing 
Mr.  Spencer's  salary  to  one  thousand  dollars,  which 
'aided  as  a  personal  indignity  offered  to  himself, 
and  immediately  resigned.  After  his  resignation,  he 
labor"  I  assiduously  to  induce  the  Anti-Masons  to  tali 

tiusl  the  Jackson  m<  n,  and  organize  a  po- 
litical party,  which  wa  tordingly  done  al  theUtica 
Convention.  The  Anti-Masons  in  the  county  of 
Chautau  choice  of  Jud  sail,  as  oi 
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their  members  of  Assembly.  Messrs.  Livingston  and 
Davis  were  re-elected,  and  the  Jackson  strength  in 
the  House  was  increased,  by  the  addition  of  John  W. 
Edmonds,  of  Columbia;  Dudley  Selden,  of  New-York; 
and  $.  B.  Morehouse  and  Schuyler  Crippen,  of  Otsego. 

Mr.  Beck,  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  died 
in  1830.  His  place  was  supplied  by  John  A.  Dix,  of 
Cooperstown,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  United  States 
army,  a  fine  classical  scholar,  and  an  able  writer. 

Efforts  were  made  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay,  in 
1830.  to  brinof  him  into  the  field  as  a  candidate  for 
the  next  Presidency.  He  was  regarded  as  the  author 
of  the  American  system  ;  and  a  meeting  of  its  friends 
was  held  in  Buffalo,  soon  after  the  election,  which  was 
attended  by  Gen.  Porter  and  Judge  Rochester.  Strong 
resolutions  in  favor  of  the  protection  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures, were  adopted  by  the  meeting.  On  the  16th 
day  of  December,  a  public  meeting  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Clay  was  held  in  New- York.  John  L.  Lawrence 
was  Chairman,  and  Isaac  Minard  and  Peter  Sharpe, 
Secretaries.  At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Clay  was  publicly 
nominated  as  the  candidate  for  President. 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
January.  George  R.  Davis  was  chosen  Speaker.  He 
received  ninety-one  votes,  and  thirty  were  cast  for 
John  C.  Spencer.  The  Governors  message  was  very 
well  written,  and  repeated  the  same  sentiments  in  re- 
lation to  the  condition  of  the  General  Fund,  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  public  works,  and  the  distribution  of 
the  surplus  revenue,  that  he  had  previously  advanced. 
He  suggested  the  propriety  of  modifying  the  pun- 
ishment for  arson,  and  other  capital  offenses,  and  re- 
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commended  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 
On  the  1st  day  of  February,  Judge  Marcy  was  elect- 
ed to  succeed  Mr.  Sanford  in  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate. This  selection  was  esteemed  a  fortunate  one  for 
the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Marcy  had  long  been  the 
confidential  friend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  had  proved 
himself  a  cautious  and  efficient  party  manager.  Sam- 
uel Nelson,  then  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Circuit, 
was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Marcy  on  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  The  vacant  ofrice  of  Circuit 
Judge,  was  in  the  first  place  tendered  to  John  Tracy, 
of  Chenango  county.  He  declined  to  accept  it,  and 
the  Governor  then  selected  Robert  Monell,  of  the  same 
county,  who  was  confirmed  on  the  2d  day  of  March. 
The  offer  to  Mr.  Tracy,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Monell,  were  probably  intended  to  soften  down  the 
feeling  which  prevailed  in  the  Chenango  Valley, 
against  the  Governor  and  his  friends.  Judge  Emott, 
of  the  Second  Circuit,  reached  the  age  limited  by  the 
Constitution,  during  the  winter,  and  Charles  H.  Rug- 
gles,  of  Dutchess,  was  appointed  as  his  successor,  on 
the  15th  day  of  March. 

While  the  Legislature  was  in  session,  preparations 
were  made  for  the  organization  of  a  Clay  party  in  the 
State.  Various  consultations  were  held  at  Albany, 
and  a  State  Convention  was  called,  for  the  3d  day  of 
June,  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  National  ( 'onvention. 

The  annual  message  of  Gen.  Jackson,  delivered  to 
the  two  houses  of  Congress  in  December,  L8S0,  ex- 
press* '1  an  opinion  unfavorable  to  the  renewal  of  the 
Charter  of  the  United  states  Hank,  which  expired  in 
1830.    This  movement  was  justly  regarded  as  sig- 
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nificant  of  the  course  which  would  be  pursued  by  the 
Democratic  party  in  relation  to  the  Bank.  It  was 
followed  by  the  presentation  of  a  resolution,  by  Mr. 
Benton,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  declaring 
that  the  Charter  ought  not  to  be  renewed,  which  was 
lost — twenty  to  twenty-three.  Both  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Senators  from  this  State  voted  for  the  resolu- 
tion, and  Mr.  Clay's  friends  opposed  it.  The  same 
subject  was  brought  up  in  the  New- York  Legislature, 
on  the  4th  day  of  March.  Mr.  Morehouse  offered  the 
following  resolution  in  the  Assembly  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  this  Legis- 
lature, that  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  renewed." 

Messrs.  Livingston  and  Selden,  of  New-York,  and 
Mr.  Spencer,  of  Ontario,  opposed  the  resolution.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  postpone  it  until  after  the  ad- 
journment, which  failed,  by  a  tie  vote.  But  the  Demo- 
cratic party  had  for  a  number  of  years  been  so  thorough- 
ly drilled,  that  the  great  body  of  the  members  soon 
fell  in  with  the  policy  marked  out  by  their  leaders. 
On  taking  the  final  vote,  the  resolution  was  passed — 
seventy-three  to  thirty-three.  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr. 
Selden  voted  in  the  negative.  In  the  Senate,  several 
able  speeches  were  made  on  the  question.  Mr.  May- 
nard  and  Mr.  Seward  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution, but  without  effect.  The  vote  on  its  passage, 
was  seventeen  to  thirteen.  Three  of  the  Democratic 
Senators,  viz  :  Sherman,  of  New- York ;  Rexford,  of 
Delaware  ;  and  Bronson,  of  Oswego,  voted  with  the 
minority. 

An  attempt  was  again  made  at  this  session,  to  pro- 


IN   NEW-YORK.  377 

cure  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  the  construction  of  the 
Chenango  canal.  It  was  lost  in  the  Senate — sixteen 
to  fourteen.  The  Anti- Masonic  Senators,  and  five  of 
the  Democrats,  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill.  On  the 
10th  day  of  March,  a  resolution  passed  the  Assembly, 
without  a  division,  approving  of  the  distribution  of 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Benton 
made  a  report,  in  the  Senate,  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  distribution,  but  suggesting  that  there  were 
constitutional  objections  to  its  adoption,  which  ought 
first  to  be  removed.     The  report  and  resolution  were 

JL 

laid  on  the  table,  and  remained  undisposed  of  at  the 
time  of  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Benton,  of  the  New- York  Senate,  was  appoint- 
ed District  Attorney  for  the  Northern  District  of  New- 
York,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Beardsley,  elected  to  Con- 
gress; his  seat  was  vacated,  therefore,  before  the  close 
of  the  session. 

At  the  time  of  the  election  of  Gen.  Jackson,  in  1828, 
it  was  indirectly  understood  that  he  would  not  be  a 
candidate  for  re-election.  Mr.  Yan  Buren  had  already 
fixed  his  mind  on  the  succession,  but  it  was  feared 
that  he  could  not  be  nominated,  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Calhoun,  whose  friends  were  urgently  pressing  his 
claims.  It  was  then  thought  advisable  that  Gen. 
Jackson  should  be  re-nominated  in  order  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  administration,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
wielded  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  might  be  <  xerted  to 
str<  his  position.    A  majority  of  the  members 

of  the  cabinet  were  friendly  t<»  Mr.  Calhoun,  ami 
when  intimations  were  thrown  out  in  regard  to  tl 
re-!  .:.  feelings  of  an.  were  i       I  id  to- 


378  POLITICAL    PARTIES 

ward  Mr.  Van  Buren,  which  constantly  interrupted 
the  harmony  of  their  proceedings.  A  difficulty  that 
arose  during  the  winter  of  1830,  between  Mr.  Eaton, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Ingham, 
Branch,  and  Berrien,  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  the 
ladies  belonging  to  their  families  to  associate  with 
Mrs.  Eaton,  increased  the  differences  in  the  cabinet  to 
such  a  degree,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  tendered  his  re- 
signation on  the  11th  day  of  April,  1831.  Mr.  Eaton 
also  resigned  his  office.  The  President,  on  accepting 
the  resignations,  determined  to  renew  his  entire  cabi- 
net ;  and  the  other  members  were  advised  as  to  his 
wishes,  and  immediately  handed  in  their  resigna- 
tions. This  removal  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  friends,  from 
their  position  as  the  confidential  advisers  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  the  dispensers  of  official  patronage,  was 
followed  by  the  most  unequivocal  evidences  of  the 
intention  of  Gen.  Jackson  to  favor  the  interests  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  The  latter  gentleman  was  appointed 
Minister  to  England,  in  the  summer  of  1831. 

The  convention  of  the  National  Republicans,  or 
Clay  men,  in  New- York,  was  held  on  the  3d  day  of 
June,  in  accordance  with  the  call.  Peter  R.  Livings- 
ton, formerly  a  Democratic  Senator  from  the  Second 
District,  officiated  as  President.  Judge  Spencer  at- 
tended the  Convention,  at  the  request  of  the  members, 
and  delivered  an  able  speech  on  the  political  topics  of 
the  day.  In  connection  with  Mr.  Clinton,  he  had 
previously  been  a  warm  friend  to  Gen.  Jackson,  but  af- 
ter the  appointment  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  Secretary  of 
State,  he  took  a  decided  stand  in  the  opposition  ranks. 

Henry  Seymour  resigned  the^office  of  Canal  Com- 
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missioner,  in  May,  and  Jonas  Earll,  Jr.,  of  Onondaga, 
was  designated  by  the  Governor  to  fill  the  office  du- 
ring the  recess.  Mr.  Earll  was  subsequently  appoint- 
ed by  the  Legislature. 

The  4th  day  of  June.  1831,  witnessed  the  death  of 
another  President,  James  Monroe,  formerly  of  Vir- 
ginia, but  at  this  time  a  resident  of  New- York. 

The  November  election  passed  off  quietly.  In  the 
Eighth  District  no  exertion  was  made  by  the  Jackson 
men,  and  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  the  opposition 
were  equally  careful  not  to  exhibit  their  weakness. 
All  the  Senators  chosen  were  Jackson  men,  except 
Mr.  Birdsall  of  the  Eighth  District.  The  places  of 
Messrs.  Schenck,  Todd,  Warren,  Sanford,  Benton, 
Wheeler,  Throop,  and  Porter,  were  filled  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Harman  B.  Cropsey,  in  the  First  District ;  Al- 
lan McDonald,  in  the  Second  ;  John  W.  Edmonds,  in 
the  Third  ;  Josiah  Fisk,  in  the  Fourth  ;  Robert  Lan- 
sing, in  the  Fifth  ;  John  G.  McDowell,  in  the  Sixth  ; 
Jehiel  H.  Halso-y,  in  the  Seventh  ;  and  John  Birdsall, 
in  the  Eighth.  A  large -majority  of  the  members  of 
Assembly  chosen  this  year,  were  Jackson  men.  The 
Anti-Masons  again  elected  Messrs.  Granger  and  Nicho- 
las. George  W.  Patterson  was  chosen  by  the  same 
party,  in  Livingston  county.  Mr.  Livingston  was  re- 
turned  from  the  city  of  New- York,  in  connection  with 
Judah  Hammond,  .John  J.  Morgan,  Silas  M.  Stilwell, 
Mynderl  Van  Schaicfc  and  others,  [saac  K.  Van  Du- 
zer  was  elected  by  the  Democrats  of  the  county  of 
Orange  The  most  prominent  National  Republicans 
chosen.  were  John  A.  King  of  Queens  county,  and 
Jedediah  Miller  of  Schoharie. 
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Charles  L.  Livingston  was  re-elected  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly,  at  the  annual  Session  in  1832.  The  Gov- 
ernor's message  reiterated  the  same  views  in  regard 
to  the  public  policy,  which  he  had  formerly  present- 
ed. The  financial  condition  of  the  State  was  exhib- 
ited with  much  clearness  and  force.  The  style  of 
this  portion  of  the  message  was  so  far  superior  to  the 
ordinary  written  productions  of  the  Governor,  that 
it  was  charged  by  his  opponents,  to  have  been  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Wright,  the  Comptroller  of  the  State.  Most  of 
the  prominent  ideas,  doubtless,  originated  with  that 
gentleman,  yet  it  is  not  probable  that  Gov.  Throop  ever 
needed  any  assistance  of  the  character  suggested. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  made  application, 
at  the  session  of  Congress  in  the  winter  of  1832,  for 
a  renewal  of  its  Charter.  While  this  question  was 
pending,  it  was  thought  best,  by  the  friends  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  that  an  expression  of  their  views  should  be 
made  by  the  New- York  Legislature.  Accordingly, 
Mr.  Deitz,  of  the  Third  District,  offered  a  joint  reso- 
lution in  the  Senate,  instructing  the  Senators,  and 
requesting  the  Representatives,  from  this  State,  to  op- 
pose the  re-chartering  of  the  Bank.  This  resolution 
was  ably  supported  by  Messrs.  Beardsley,  Edmonds 
and  Tallmadge,  and  opposed  with  equal  zeal  and  abil- 
ity by  Messrs.  Allen,  Bronson,  Maynard  and  Seward. 
It  passed  the  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  twenty  to  ten.  All 
the  Anti-Masons,  except  Mr.  Tracy,  who  was  not  in 
his  seat,  and  Messrs.  Allen  of  New- York,  Bronson  of 
Oswego,  and  Rexford  of  Delaware,  who  belonged  to 
the  Jackson  party,  voted  against  the  resolution.  The 
resolution  was  adopted  in  the  Assembly  by  the  deci- 
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sive  vote  of  seventy-five  to  thirty-seven.  Messrs. 
Hammond,  Livingston.  Morgan,  Stihvell  and  Yan 
Schaick,  of  the  New- York  delegation,  voted  with  the 
opposition  members  in  the  negative. 

On  the  2Sth  day  of  February,  Mr.  Bronson  report- 
ed a  bill  to  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the  views 
of  the  Governor  and  Comptroller,  authorizing  a  tax 
of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  to  be  levied  annually  for 
three  years,  on  all  the  real  and  personal  property  in 
the  State.  The  object  of  this  tax  was  to  restore  the 
capital  of  the  General  Fund,  which  had  been  already 
encroached  upon  to  a  considerable  extent.  A  large 
majority  of  the  Senate,  however,  were  of  the  opinion, 
that  before  the  General  Fund  would  be  exhausted,  there 
would  be  a  sufficient  surplus  revenue  from  the  canals, 
after  paying  all  the  cost  of  construction,  to  defray  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  Government ;  and  the  Chenango 
canal  interest  vehemently  denounced  the  bill.  It  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Bronson  and  Tracy,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Beardsley,  Maynard,  Seward,  and 
other  Senators.  The  bill  was  lost  in  the  end,  by  a 
strong  vote.  But  five  Senators,  viz  :  Messrs.  Bronson, 
Fish,  Fuller,  Halsey,  and  Tracy,  voted  in  its  favor. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Flagg,  Keyser,  and  the  other 
State  officers,  were  re-appointed  by  the  Legislature  at 
this  session.  A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango 
canal  passed  the  Senate — sixteen  to  fifteen;  but  it  was 
lost  in  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  sixty-four  to  fifty-two. 
The  Anti-Masonic  members,  and  the  Jackson  men 

siding  in  the  Chenango  Valley,  and  a  portion  of 
the  New-York  delegates,  voted  for  the  bill. 

The  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  as  Minister  to 
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England,  was  discussed  for  several  days  in  the  United 
States  Senate.  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Calhoun  had  for  a 
long  time  been  bitterly  opposed  to  each  other  in  regard 
to  the  Tariff  question.  The  former  was  in  favor  of  the 
system  of  protection,  and  the  latter  inveterately  op- 
posed to  it.  Both  were  anxious  to  secure  the  rejec- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  a  coalition  was  formed 
between  them  for  that  purpose.  One  of  the  features 
of  this  coalition  was,  the  celebrated  Compromise  Act,, 
which  is  understood  to  have  originated  entirely  with 
Mr.  Clay,  although  Mr.  Calhoun  has  since  publicly 
disputed  it.  By  the  terms  of  this  act,  the  theory  of 
protection  was  totally  abandoned,  although  it  was  to 
be  practically  continued  in  force  for  several  years. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  at  length  rejected,  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Vice  President,  Mr.  Calhoun.  On  the  re- 
ception of  the  intelligence  at  Albany,  a  meeting  of  the 
Jackson  members  of  the  Legislature  was  held,  which 
was  eloquently  addressed  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  and  others. 
Resolutions  were  also  adopted,  denouncing  the  con- 
duct of  the  Senate  in  the  strongest  and  most  unquali- 
fied terms.  "Indignation  meetings,"  as  they  were 
termed,  were  held  in  all  the  principal  cities  and  towns 
in  the  State.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  New- York,  and  other  States,  was  so  power- 
fully excited  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  that  on  his 
return  home,  public  opinion  at  once  fixed  upon  him 
as  the  most  suitable  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presiden- 
cy ;  and  he  was  soon  after  nominated  for  that  office, 
in  connection  with  Gen.  Jackson  for  President. 

Gen.  Root  made  a  speech  during  the  session  of 
Congress  in  the  winter  of  1S32,  indicative  of  a  change 
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in  his  political  views  ;  and  he  subsequently  united 
with  the  opposition  to  the  Jackson  party. 

The  candidates  selected  by  the  National  Republi- 
cans in  the  Union,  were  Henry  Clay,  for  President, 
and  John  Sergeant,  for  Vice  President.  William  Wirt 
and  Amos  Ellmaker,  were  nominated  for  the  same  of- 
fices by  the  Anti-Masonic  National  Convention. 

The  State  Convention  called  by  the  Anti-Masons, 
met  at  Utica,  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1S32.  Francis 
Granger  and  Samuel  Stevens  were  again  nominated 
for  the  offices  of  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor.  The 
electoral  ticket  adopted  by  the  Convention,  was  headed 
with  the  names  of  James  Kent  and  John  C.  Spencer. 
A  National  Republican  Convention  had  also  been 
called,  but  after  the  announcement  of  the  Anti-Ma- 
sonic nominations,  it  was  regarded  by  the  Jackson 
men  as  a  mere  ruse.  The  Clay  men  assembled  in 
Convention,  at  Utica,  on  the  26th  day  of  July. 
The  only  business  transacted  by  the  Convention,  was 
the  confirmation  of  the  State  and  Electoral  ticket, 
nominated  by  the  Anti-Masons.  This  coalition,  be- 
tween the  Clay  men  and  Anti-Masons,  was  unspar- 
ingly attacked  by  the  Democratic  journals  in  the  .State. 
Threats,  jeers,  and  taunts,  were  alternately  employed, 
to  induce  soi  ie  expression  of  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the 
candidates  named  on  the  Electoral  ticket,  as  to  their 
preferences  upon  the  Presidential  quest  ion,  but  all  th- 
efforts  were  without  avail.  The  electors  were  probably 
Unpli  :.  and  would  have  voted  tor  Mv.  (  'lay,  in  I 

first  place;  or,  if  he  could  not  have  been  elected,  ami 
there  was  a  fair  prosp  c<  for  Mr. Wirt,  they  would  have 
given  then-  votes  to  that  gentleman. 


384  POLITICAL    PARTIES 

But  the  denunciations  of  the  "Coalition"  by  the 
Jackson  newspapers,  were  in  a  measure  quieted,  in 
view  of  the  precarious  situation  of  their  own  party. 
Gen.  Jackson  had  vetoed  the  bill  re-chartering  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  all  the  influence  of 
that  powerful  corporation  was  put  forth  to  secure  his 
prostration.  The  re-nomination  of  Gov.  Throop,  in 
this  emergency,  was  out  of  the  question,  and  he  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  Herkimer  Convention,  which 
met  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  declining  to  be  again 
brought  forward  as  a  candidate.  The  choice  of  the 
Convention  then  fell  upon  William  L.  Marcy,  who 
received  one  hundred  and  thirteen  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  votes  cast.  The  disaffected  Dem- 
ocrats in  the  Chenango  Valley  were  firmly  secured 
by  the  nomination  of  John  Tracy  for  the  office  of  Lt. 
Governor.  Mr.  Livingston,  it  is  said,  signified  his  as- 
sent to  this  selection,  and  the  Convention  nominated 
him  as  one  of  the  State  Electors.  All  the  candidates 
nominated  on  the  Electoral  ticket,  were  required  to 
pledge  themselves  to  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson  and 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  Col.  Young  officiated  as  President 
of  the  Herkimer  Convention.  He  had  been  regarded 
as  an  Adams  man  in  1828,  but  he  afterwards  came 
out  in  favor  of  the  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
and  was  one  of  his  most  active  supporters  in  1S32. 

Mr.  Maynard,  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  op- 
position party,  and  their  most  talented  Representative 
in  the  New- York  Senate,  was  seized  with  the  Cho- 
lera  while  attending  the  session  of  the  Court  of  Errors, 
in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  died  on  the  1st  day  of 
September. 
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preme  Court,  and  his  absence  from  the  State,  during 
the  greater  portion  of  the  time  that  the  friends  of  the 
Chenango  canal  were  pressing  their  favorite  measure 
with  so  much  zeal  and  warmth,  disarmed  the  hostil- 
ity which  they  had  formerly  entertained  toward  a 
number  of  his  political  associates.  He  was  not  com- 
mitted against  the  work,  and  his  nomination,  in  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Tracy,  was  understood  to  be  a  peace- 
offering  to  the  Democrats  residing  in  the  Chenango 
Valley,  who  very  willingly  abandoned  Mr.  Granger^ 
after  they  had  received  assurances  that  a  bill  should 
be  passed  in  accordance  with  their  wishes,  at  the  en- 
sums;  session  of  the  Legislature.  This  desertion  of 
Mr.  Granger,  by  those  for  whom  he  had  labored  so 
long  and  so  earnestly,  was  most  unkind  and  ungen- 
erous. For  several  years  he  had  wooed  the  Chenan- 
go interest  with  unabated  assiduity,  encouraged  by 
the  hope  of  ultimately  securing  that  political  advance- 
ment which  he  constantly  kept  in  view;  and  it  must 
have  been  mortifying  in  the  extreme,  to  be  jilted,  and 
thrust  aside,  on  the  eve  of  the  anticipated  victory,  in  or- 
der to  make  room  for  a  more  fortunate  rival.  But  a  po- 
litical philosopher  should  not  have  been  disappointed 
at  this  result.  On  the  side  of  Mr.  Granger,  were  the 
pledges  faithfully  kept,  and  the  votes  promptly  given,, 
which  had  utterly  failed  of  accomplishing  the  darling 
object  they  were  designed  to  secure  ;  but,  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  there  was  more  than  the  recantation  of  old 
opinions,  and  the  withdrawal  of  former  opposition — 
there  was  the  plighted  faith  of  the  very  men  who  had 
formerly  defeated  the  application — of  the  possessors 
and  dispensers  of  power  and  patronage.     Who  could. 
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have  wondered,  then,  that  the  highest  bidder  in  the 
political  stock  market  should  have  carried  off  the 
nrize  ? 

After  the  restoration  of  good  feeling  and  harmony 
on  the  proposed  line  of  the  Chenango  canal,  the  great 
difficulty,  in  the  way  of  the  success  of  the  Democratic 
party,  was  removed.  The  New- York  Enquirer,  for- 
merly the  National  Advocate,  edited  by  Maj.  Noah 
and  James  Watson  Webb,  came  out  against  the  Jack- 
son ticket ;  but  the  influence  of  the  State  banks  was 
exerted  in  its  favor,  and  the  desire  to  do  justice  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  the  popular  enthusiasm  aroused  in 
behalf  of  Gen.  Jackson,  were  irresistible,  not  only  in 
New- York,  but  also  throughout  the  Union.  The  ma- 
jority  for  the  Jackson  Electoral  ticket,  was  thirteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  one.  The  majority  for 
Mr.  Marcy  was  not  so  large,  as  his  opponent  obtained 
nearly  two  thousand  votes  more  than  the  Electors.  The 
whole  number  of  votes  for  Governor,  was  three  hun- 
dred twenty-three  thousand  and  eighty-two.  Mr. 
Marcy  received  one  hundred  sixty-six  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ten,  and  Mr.  Granger  one  hundred  fifty- 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-two.  In  the 
county  of  Chenango,  the  majority  for  the  Democratic 
candidates  was  upwards  of  two  hundred,  showing  a 
difference  of  twelve  hundred  votes  since  the  election 
in  1S30.  The  Senators  chosen  this  year,  were  Myn- 
dert  Van  Schaick,  in  the  place  of  Stephen  Allen,  from 
the  First  District;  John  Suydam,  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  Rezford,  from  the  Second  ;  Peter  ( Jansevoort, 
in  the  pla  •■  of  Lewis  Eaton,  who  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  spring  of  l^'.y^.  from  the  Third  :  Louis  Hls- 
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brouck,  in  the  place  of  John  Mc  Lean,  Jr.,  from  the 
Fourth  ;  John  G.  Stower,  in  the  place  of  William  H. 
Maynard,  deceased,  from  the  Fifth ;  John  F.  Hub- 
bard, re-elected  from  the  Sixth  ;  Samuel  L.  Edwards, 
in  the  place  of  Hiram  F.  Mather,  from  the  Seventh ; 
and  John  Griffin,  in  the  place  of  Philo  C.  Fuller,  from 
the  Eighth.  All  the  Senators  elect,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Messrs.  Hasbrouck  and  Griffin,  were  Jackson 
men.  Of  the  members  of  Assembly  chosen  at  this 
election,  there  were  but  about  thirty  Anti-Masons. 
Messrs.  Livingston,  Spencer,  and  Patterson,  were  re- 
turned from  the  counties  of  New- York,  Ontario,  and 
Livingston. 

Maj.  Noah,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  New- York 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  who  had  changed  his  position 
on  account  of  the  Yeto  of  the  United  States  Bank,  re- 
signed the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the  port,  soon  after 
the  election,  and  was  succeeded  by  Hector  Craig,  the 
only  Clintonian  member  of  Congress  from  this  State 
who  voted  for  Gen.  Jackson,  in  1S25.  Gov.  Throop 
was  appointed  Naval  Officer  at  the  New- York  Custom 
House,  a  few  days  before  the  expiration  of  his  official 
term. 

The  New-York  Legislature  assembled  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  January,  1S33.  Charles  L.  Livingston 
was  re-elected  Speaker,  and  Francis  Seger,  Clerk. 
John  C.  Spencer  was  the  opposing  candidate  for 
Speaker,  and  received  twenty-two  votes,  to  ninety-nine 
for  Mr.  Livingston.  The  message  of  Gov.  Marcy 
was  written  in  a  clear  and  perspicuous  style,  but  it 
avoided  any  positive  expression  of  opinion  in  relation 
to  the  Chenango  canal.     The  financial  views  advanc- 
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ed  in  the  message,  were  nearly  in  accordance  with 
those  formerly  advocated  by  Mr.  Throop.  and  the 
Canal  Commissioners ;  but,  in  alluding  to  the  repeat- 
ed applications  which  had  been  made  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  proposed  canal,  he  stated  that  exam- 
inations of  the  route  had  been  made,  and  the  practi- 
cability of  the  work  well  ascertained ;  and  that,  al- 
though the  Canal  Commissioners  were  confident  that 
it  would  involve  an  expenditure  of  over  one  million 
of  dollars,  and  could  not  yield  sufficient  to  keep  it  in 
repair,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  collection,  yet  the  en- 
gineers, and  other  persons  who  had  carefully  consid- 
ered the  subject,  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  could  be 
built  at  less  expense,  and  would  afford  a  substantial 
revenue.  In  concluding  his  remarks  on  this  ques- 
tion, the  Governor  said  :  "  It  remains  for  you  to  de- 
cide upon  these  conflicting  opinions.  I  commend 
this  proposed  work  to  your  favorable  notice,  with  the 
expression  of  a  strong  desire,  that  its  merits  may  be 
found  such  as  to  induce  you  to  authorize  its  construc- 
tion." The  friends  of  the  canal  were  determined  to 
lose  no  time  in  securing  the  promised  reward  for  their 
services  at  the  November  election,  and  a  bill  was  in- 
troduced, early  in  the  session,  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  work,  without  any  restrictions  or  res- 
ervations, except  that  the  Commissioners  should  take 
no  water  from  the  Oriskany  or  Sauquoit  creeks.  ( )n 
the  first  day  of  February  the  bill  passed  the  House, 
by  a  vote  of  seventy-nine  t<>  forty,  and  on  the  21st  of 
that  mouth,  it  w.e  carried  through  the  Senate,  seven- 
teen to  te^  and  soon  after  became  a  law.  Several 
members  of  the  Legislature,  who  had  previously  op- 
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posed  the  measure,  voted  for  the  bill — alledging  as  a 
reason,  that  if  they  did  not  pass  it,  their  successors 
would.  Col.  Young,  and  a  majority  of  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  maintained  their  opposition  through- 
out ;  and  Messrs.  Spencer,  Tracy,  Seward,  and  Pat- 
terson, of  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  voted  against  the 
bill. 

The  Democratic  party  in  the  State  of  New-York 
were  never  more  thoroughly  organized,  than  in  the 
winter  of  1S33.  Their  acknowledged  leader,  Mr. 
Tan  Buren,  was  Vice  President  elect,  and  a  candidate 
for  the  succession.  Mr.  Marcy  was  at  the  head  of 
affairs  in  the  State,  and  he  was  surrounded  by  a  num- 
ber of  able  advisers,  who  were  said,  by  their  oppo- 
nents, to  constitute  the  Albany  Regency.  The  indi- 
viduals understood  to  be  included  in  this  designation 
were  Messrs.  Wright,  Flagg,  Croswell,  Knower,  Dix. 
and  James  Porter,  then  the  Register  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  After  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Marcy,  as  a 
Senator  in  Congress,  it  was  deemed  highly  important 
that  his  place  should  be  filled  by  a  cautious,  shrewd, 
and  talented  man.  and  a  confidential  friend  of  Mr. 
Yan  Buren.  For  this  reason,  the  gene  al  choice  of 
the  party  fell  upon  Silas  Wright,  Jr..  v.  was  elected 
without  serious  opposition ;  indeed,  the  only  objec- 
tion made  to  that  gentleman  emanate  '  m  a  few 
politicians  residing  in  the  counties  of  Oneida,  Madi- 
son, Chenango,  and  Broome,  who  were  somewhat 
displeased  with  the  views  in  regard  ti  the  public 
works,  and  the  financial  policy  of  the  .  die,  which 
he  had  advocated  in  his  annual  repor  Comptrol- 

ler.   The  office  vacated  by  Mr.  Wright,  was  conferred 
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on  Azariah  C.  Flagg,  the  present  incumbent,  and 
John  A.  Dix  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State.  Levi 
Hubbell,  a  young  lawyer  of  fine  abilities,  from  Can- 
andaigua,  was  appointed  Adjutant  General,  in  the 
place  of  Gen.  Dix. 

On  the  2d  day  of  February,  a  caucus  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic members  was  held,  in  order  to  nominate  a 
candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Dudley,  whose  term  of  service  expired  on  the  4th 
day  of  March.  There  were,  originally,  three  candi- 
dates before  the  caucus,  viz  :  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge, 
Jacob  Sutherland,  and  Beniamin  F.  Butler.  There 
was  no  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  and  the  name  of 
Jud^e  Sutherland  wTas  then  withdrawn.  Mr.  Tall- 
madge was  supported  by  Mr.  Knower,  and  other 
friends  of  the  protective  system,  and  was  finally  nom- 
inated over  Mr.  Butler,  by  seven  majority.  A  portion 
of  the  Democratic  members  were  not  disposed  to 
concur  in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  ex- 
pressed their  doubts  as  to  his  political  integrity.  When 
the  subject  was  brought  up,  the  next  day.  in  the  Le- 
gislature, these  gentlemen  opposed  the  election  of  Mr. 
T..  on  the  ground  that  he  was  constitutionally  ineii- 
gible,  because  he  was  then  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Messrs.  Sherman  and  AVestcott,  of  the  Senate, 
and  Messrs.  Varian,  Spencer,  and  others,  in  the  Hoi; 
ra:  objection,  and  pressed  it  with  much  ear- 

nestness; but  the  majority  were  against  them.     Mr. 
Tallmadge  received  eighteen  v<.-        i  the  Senal 
Francis  Granger,  sis  ;  and  Mr.  Butler,  two:  the  vote 
in  the  House  stood,  sixty-nine  for  Tallraad  b,  V 
five  for  Mr.  Granger,  and  twelve  for  Mr.  But 
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Messrs.  Cropsey  and  Quackenboss,  of  the  Senate,  and 
nearly  twenty  of  the  Democratic  members  of  the 
House,  absented  themselves,  or  neglected  to  vote. 
The  votes  given  for  Mr.  Butler,  in  the  two  Houses, 
did  not  receive  his  approbation,  and  it  was  understood 
that  he  did  not  desire  to  be  a  candidate  before  the 
caucus. 

On  canvassing  the  returns  from  the  Electoral 
Colleges,  it  appeared  that  Andrew  Jackson  had  re- 
ceived two  hundred  and  nineteen  votes  for  President ; 
Henry  Clay,  forty-nine ;  John  Floyd,  eleven ;  and 
William  Wirt,  seven.  Martin  Van  Buren  received 
one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  votes  for  Vice  President ; 
John  Sergeant,  forty-nine;  William  Wilkins,  thirty; 
Henry  Lee,  eleven  ;  and  Amos  Ellmaker,  seven. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  New- York  Legisla- 
ture, an  act  was  passed,  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  Canal  Commissioner,  and  Michael 
Hoffman,  then  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  coun- 
ty of  Herkimer,  was  selected  to  fill  the  office. 

The  excitement  in  the  public  mind,  in  regard  to 
the  Tariff  question,  which  had  mainly  subsided  af- 
ter the  passage  of  the  Compromise  Act,  was  renewed, 
by  the  veto  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  United  States  Bank.  The  powerful 
efforts  made  by  this  corporation,  to  affect  the  Presi- 
dential election,  in  some  degree  impaired  its  stand- 
ins;:  and  the  President  advised  Congress,  at  the  win- 
ter  session,  that  he  considered  it  an  unsafe  depository 
of  the  public  money.  Nothing  definite  was  done  by 
the  National  Legislature,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1S33,  he  decided  to  make  the  removal,  on  his  own  re- 
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sponsibility.  Mr.  Duane,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, refused  to  concur  in  the  wishes  of  the  President, 
and  he  wras  himself  removed,  to  make  room  for  Roger 
B.  Taney,  then  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  public  deposits  were  withdrawn  from  the  United 
States  Bank  and  its  branches,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, and  the  contest  between  the  friends  of  that 
institution  and  the  supporters  of  the  administration 
again  commenced  with  redoubled  asperity  and  vio- 
lence. Great  exertions  were  made  to  bring  this  ques- 
tion to  bear  upon  the  State  election  in  November,  but 
without  effect.  The  Democrats  succeeded  in  every 
Senatorial  District  in  the  State,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Eighth,  by  large  majorities  ;  and  the  majority  for 
Albert  H.  Tracy,  who  was  re-elected  in  the  Eighth 
District,  was  only  one  hundred  and  sixty-five.  The 
other  Senators  elected  this  year,  were,  Charles  L.  Liv- 
ingston, in  the  place  of  Alpheus  Sherman,  from  the 
First  District ;  Leonard  Maison,  in  the  place  of  Na- 
thaniel P.  Tallrnadge,  from  the  Second ;  John  C.  Kem- 
ble,  in  the  place  of  William  Deitz,  in  the  Third  ;  Isaac 
W.  Bishop,  in  the  place  of  Isaac  Gere,  from  the  Fourth ; 
Francis  Seger,  in  the  place  of  Alvin  Bronson,  from 
the  Fifth  ;  K!).'!;<'z<t  .Mack,  in  the  place  of  Levi  Beards- 
ley,  from  the  Sixth  :  and  Thomas  Armstrong  was  re- 
elected  in  tin:  Seventh  District.  The  Democratic  ma- 
jority in  the  House,  was  overwhelming ;  there  being 
but  twelve  or  fifteen  opposition  members  elected. 

In  November,  L833,  Benjamin  r.  Butler  was  ap- 
pointed ittorney  General  of  tin'  United  States,  in  the 
place  of  -Mi-.  Taney.    <m  leaving  Albany,  a  letter 
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Was  addressed  to  Mr.  B.,  signed  by  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer.  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Harmanus  Bieeck- 
er,  and  a  large  number  of  other  respectable  and  emi- 
nent citizens,  expressing  their  "high  estimation  of 
his  character  and  talents."  and  their  regret  for  the 
loss  of  a  personal  intercourse  with  him,  and  of  his 
"  valuable  services"  in  promoting  (;  the  interests  of  the 
city  and  State."' 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1S34.  William  Baker,  Jr.,  of  Otsego  county. 
was  chosen  Speaker,  and  Philip  Reynolds,  Jr..  was 
elected  Clerk.  Eight  bank  charters  had  been  grant- 
ed, under  the  Safety  Fund  law,  at  the  previous  ses- 
sion, and  large  additions  were  made  to  the  capital 
stock  of  several  banks  then  in  existence.  Notwith- 
standing this  large  increase  of  the  banking  capital  of 
the  State,  the  Governor  stated  in  his  message,  that 
notices  had  already  been  given  that  one  hundred  and 
five  applications  for  charters  would  be  made  at  this 
session.  A  considerable  number  of  these  applications 
received  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, but  the  majority  of  them  were  either  rejected,  or 
remained  undisposed  of.  at  the  time  of  the  adiourn- 
ment. 

A  resolution  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits was  introduced  into  the  Assembly,  and  passed 
that  body  by  a  large  majority.  Mr.  Seward,  and 
other  opposition  Senators,  resisted  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  in  the  Senate,  and  it  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Sudan:,  Edmonds,  Dodge,  and  others.  The 
discussion  closed  with  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-three  to  five.     Mr.  Lynde,  who 
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was  elected  by  the  Anti-Masons  of  the  Sixth  District, 
in  1830,  voted  with  the  majority.  An  attempt  was 
made  at  this  session,  by  Samuel  S.  Bowne,  a  member 
of  the  Assembly  from  Otsego,  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  abolishing  capital  punishment,  but  it  was 
rejected  in  the  House  by  a  large  majority. 

Nathan  Williams,  Judge  of  the  Fifth  Circuit, 
reached  the  age  limited  by  the  Constitution,  this  win- 
ter, and  Samuel  Beardsley  was  appointed  to  succeed 
him.  Mr.  Beardsley  was  at  that  time  an  efficient 
Democratic  member  of  Congress,  from  the  Oneida 
District :  and  the  friends  of  the  National  Administra- 
tion persuaded  him  to  decline  the  appointment.  The 
office  was  afterwards  bestowed  on  Hiram  Denio,  also 
of  the  county  of  Oneida. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  curtailed  its  loans 
at  a  rapid  rate,  after  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  with 
the  expectation  of  producing  so  powerful  a  pressure 
in  the  money  market,  that  the  indignation  of  the  pub- 
lic would  be  aroused  against  the  administration  of 
Gen.  Jackson.  A  severe  panic  was  produced,  and 
the  State  banks  began  to  entertain  fears  for  their 
safety.  Their  condition  was  made  known  to  the 
Governor,  and  on  the  22d  day  of  March,  he  sent  a 
special  message  to  the  Legislature,  recommending 
that  State  stock,  to  the  amount  of  live  or  six  millions  of 
dollars,  should  be  issued,  and  loaned  to  the  banks,  pro- 
vided they  required  such  assistance.  A  law  was  passed] 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Governor, 
which  was  tern*  d  the  u  Marcy  Mortgage"  by  bis  op- 
ponents, and  formed  one  of  the  principal  topics  dis- 
cussed during    the   ensuing   Gubernatorial  canvass. 

— I 
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This  prompt  action  of  the  New- York  Legislature, 
was  followed  by  a  change  of  action  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  Bank.  Instead  of  making  prepara- 
tions for  closing  up  its  business,  it  commenced  ex- 
tending its  loans,  and  increasing  its  circulation,  far 
beyond  the  former  limits. 

The  opposition  party,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  as- 
sumed the  name  of  "  Whigs,"  in  the  winter  of  1834, 
and  this  designation  was  soon  after  applied  to  their 
political  friends,  as  a  body,  throughout  the  State.  The 
institution  of  Masonry  had  almost  ceased  to  exist, 
and  the  Anti-Masons  generally  united  with  the  Na- 
tional Republicans,  under  this  new  cognomen.  The 
charter  election  in  New- York,  came  off  in  the  midst  of 
the  panic,  and  it  was  warmly  contested  by  the  two 
parties.  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  the  Democratic 
candidate,  received  but  two  hundred  and  thirteen  ma- 
jority over  Gulian  C.  Yerplanck,  who  was  supported 
by  the  Whig  party. 

The  V\rhig  State  Convention,  in  1834,  selected 
William  H.  Seward  as  their  candidate  for  Governor, 
and  Silas  M.  Stilwell,  formerly  a  Democratic  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  for  Lieut.  Governor.  The  succes- 
sive defeats  Mr.  Granger  had  experienced,  led  to  the 
withdrawal  of  his  name;  and  expectations  were  in- 
dulged that  the  party  might  succeed,  with  an  entire 
new  ticket.  Considerable  enthusiasm  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Seward  was  exhibited,  especially  on  the  part  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  Convention,  and  the  opening 
of  the  campaign  did  not  appear  very  favorable  to  the 
Democratic  party.  Among  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Whig  Convention,  was  one  in  favor  of  re- 
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stricting,  or  suppressing,  the  circulation  of  bank  notes 
of  the  smaller  denominations. 

Messrs.  Marcy  and  Tracy  were  nominated  for  re- 
election by  the  Herkimer  Convention,  on  the  10th 
day  of  September,  by  nearly  an  unanimous  vote ; 
there  being-  but  two  dissenting  voices. 

The   union   of  the    Anti-Masons    and    National 
Republicans,    in   1S34,   was    not    followed  by   the 
result  which  was  probably  anticipated.     The  Dem- 
ocratic  candidates   for   Governor   and    Lieut.    Gov- 
ernor succeeded  by  a  still  larger  majority  than  they 
received   in   1S32.     Over  three   hundred   and    fifty 
thousand  votes  were  given  for  the  office  of  Governor. 
Mr.  Marcv  received  one  hundred  eighty-one  thous- 
and,  nine  hundred  and  five  ;    and  Mr.  Seward  one 
hundred   sixty-eight   thousand,    nine   hundred   and 
sixty-nine.      The   Democrats   carried   seven  of  the 
eight  Senatorial  Districts,  and  elected  over  ninety 
members  of  Assembly.     The  Senators  elected  this 
year  were,  Coe  S.  Downing,  from  the  First  District, 
in  the  place  of  Jonathan  S.  Conk! in  ;  John  P.  Jones, 
from  the  Second,  in  the  place  of  David  31.  WVstcott ; 
Abraham  L.  Lawyer,  from  the  Third,  in  the  place  of 
Herman  I.  Quackenboss;  Jabez  Willes,  and  Samuel 
YounLr,   from   the   Fourth,   to  succeed   William   I. 
Dodge, and  Louis  Hasbrouck;  Abijah Beckwith, from 
the   Fifth,  in  the  place  of  Henry  A.Foster;    1 
15  ard  i'  ;..  fr  i  tn  the  Sixth,  in  the  placeof  Charles  \Y. 
Lynde;  Chester  Loo         from  the  Seventh,  in  the 
placeof  William  H.Seward;   and  Isaac  Lacy,  and 
( lhauncey  J.  Fox,  from  the  Eighth  District,  to  succeed 
Trumbull  ( 'ary,  and  John  Birdsall.    Messrs.  Fox  and 
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Lacy  were  the  only  Whig  Senators  chosen  at  this 
election.  The  most  prominent  Democrats  elected  to 
the  Assembly,  were  Edward  Livingston,  of  Albany ; 
Charles  P.  Clinch,  James  I.  Roosevelt,  Jr..  and  Pros- 
per M.  Wetmore,  of  New- York ;  Lemuel  Stetson,  of 
Clinton;  David  Wager,  of  Oneida;  Sanford  C.  Parker, 
and  John  Wilkinson,  of  Onondaga ;  Robert  Dennis- 
ton,  of  Orange  ;  Preston  King,  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  and 
Charles  Humphrey,  of  Tompkins.  On  the  other 
side  were,  William  A.  Moseley,  of  Erie;  Thomas  A. 
Tomlinson,  of  Essex  ;  Asa  Hascall,  of  Franklin  -r 
George  W.  Patterson,  of  Livingston ;  and  Mark  H. 
Sibley,  of  Ontario. 

The  venerable  Simeon  De  Witt,  Surveyor  General 
of  the  State,  died  in  the  month  of  December,  1834, 
lamented  by  all  classes  and  parties  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

The  annual  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced 
on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1835.  Charles  Humphrey, 
the  democratic  candidate  for  Speaker,  was  elected 
over  Mr.  Sibley,  by  sixty  majority.  The  Governor 
recommended  in  his  message,  the  enlargement  of  the 
Erie  canal,  and  the  suppression  of  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes  under  five  dollars.  He  also  referred  lo 
the  course  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  sustained 
the  veto  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits. Early  in  the  session,  a  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  gradual  suppression 
of  all  bank  notes  less  than  five  dollars,  which  passed 
without  opposition.  Messrs.  Kemble  and  Halsey, 
both  Democrats,  were  the  only  Senators  who  voted  in 
the  negative.     The  vote  in  the  Assembly  was  also 
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nearly  unanimous ;  there  being  but  nine  votes  against 
the  bill.  Bills  authorizing  the  construction  of  the 
Black  River,  and  Genesee  and  Olean  canals,  were 
both  defeated  in  the  Senate  this  winter,  by  large  ma- 
jorities. This  extreme  caution  in  augmenting  the 
State  debt,  was  of  short  duration,  and  before  the  ad- 
journment, an  act  was  passed,  entitled  "an  Act  in  re- 
lation to  the  Erie  canal,''  by  the  terms  of  which  the 
Canal  Commissioners  were  "  authorized  and  directed 
to  enlarge  and  improve  the  Erie  canal,  and  to  con- 
struct a  double  set  of  lift  locks  therein,"  as  soon  as 
the  canal  board  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  public 
interest  required  such  improvement. 

A  joint  resolution,  introduced  by  Col.  Young,  in- 
structing the  Senators  from  this  State  in  Congress,  to 
vote  for  expunging  the  resolution  censuring  Gen. 
Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
this  winter,  after  an  animated  discussion,  in  which  all 
the  leading  members  of  both  parties  participated. 

The  veto  of  the  United  States  Bank  opened  the 
door  for  a  large  increase  of  the  State  Banks  through- 
out the  Union.  In  New- York,  especially,  the  Legis- 
lature was  constantly  beset  with  applications,  and  a 
large  number  of  charters  were  granted  at  every  ses- 
sion. In  many  instances,  the  most  corrupt  practices 
were  resorted  to,  in  order  to  secure  the  passage  of 
these  bills  ;  and  investigation  after  investigation  was 
ordered  by  the  Legislature,  all  of  which  but  tended 
more  conclusively  to  establish  this  alarming  fact 
After  the  selection  of  the  State  banks  as  th<  de]  Ofiit  >- 
ries  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  consequent  in- 
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crease  of  their  profits,  the  mania  for  new  charters  in 
this  State  extended  itself  farther  and  wider.  The 
Legislature  of  1835  was  overbnrthened  with  petitions, 
and  almost  every  measure  of  importance  was  made 
to  depend  on  the  fate  of  a  favorite  bank  bill.  Attempts 
were  made,  by  Col.  Young  and  others,  to  repeal  the 
restraining  law,  and  throw  the  business  of  banking 
open  to  competition :  but  all  their  efforts  proved 
wholly  ineffectual. 

William  Campbell,  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  was 
elected  Surveyor  General  of  the  State,  at  this  ses- 
sion, in  the  place  of  Simeon  Dewitt,  and  John  Bow- 
man was  appointed  a  Canal  Commissioner.  The 
latter  office  was  at  first  tendered  to  He  man  J.  Red- 
field,  who  declined  accepting  it.  On  the  13th  day  of 
April  an  act  was  passed,  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  library  in  each  school  district  in  the  State. 
The  passage  of  this  bill  was  indebted,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, to  the  active  exertions  of  the  late  James  Wads- 
worth,  of  Genesee,  a  munificent  patron  of  the  cause 
of  education,  and  of  Col.  Young  and  Levi  Beardsley 
of  the  State  Senate. 

The  election  in  November,  1S35.  occasioned  but 
little  excitement.  The  whigs  had  become  somewhat 
dispirited,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country, 
now  that  banking  facilities  were  within  the  reach  of 
all,  and  every  kind  of  business  was  transacted  on 
credit,  had  the  tendency  to  produce  a  feeling  of  com- 
parative quiet  and  content.  There  was  no  room  to 
find  fault  with  the  National  and  State  Administra- 
tions, and  the  public  appeared  to  rest  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  existing  order  of  things.     The  legislation 
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of  the  State,  however,  in  regard  to  bank  charters,  was 
the  subject  of  great  complaint. 

In  the  summer  of  1835,  a  party  which  claimed  to 
be  opposed  to  all  monopolies,  to  bank  notes  and  paper 
money  as  a  circulating  medium,  and  to  legislative 
prerogatives,  was  formed  in  the  city  of  New- York,  by 
Moses  Jacques,  Alexander  Ming,  Jr.,  F.  Byrdsall,  Levi 
D.  Slamm,  John  Windt,  James  L.  Stratton,  and  others, 
who  called  themselves  "  The  Equal  Rights  party." 
A  majority  of  the  Equal  Rights  men  were  Democrats, 
and  in  consequence  of  their  dissatisfaction  at  the 
nomination  of  Gideon  Lee  as  the  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Congress,  and  of  four  other  gentlemen  on  the 
Assembly  ticket,  they  rallied  in  great  force,  at  the 
meeting  held  in  Tammany  Hall  to  receive  the  report 
of  the  nominating  committee.  The  old  Tammany 
men  supported  Isaac  L.  Varian  for  Chairman,  and  the 
Equal  Rights  men  presented  Joel  Curtis.  Each  fac- 
tion claimed  that  its  candidate  was  elected,  and  a 
scene  of  complete  disorder  and  confusion  ensued,  in 
the  midst  of  which  the  gas  lights  in  the  Hall  were 
extinguished.  The  Equal  Rights  men  had  provided 
themselves,  in  anticipation  of  this  result,  with  loco 
foco  matches  and  candles,  and  the  room  was  almost 
instantly  re-lighted.  The  ticket  selected  by  the  com- 
mittee, was  adopted  and  supported  by  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Democratic  party,  but  the  Equal  Rights 
men  refused  to  concur  in  the  proceedings,  and  after- 
wards Dominated  Charles  G.  Ferris  as  their  candi- 
date for  Congress,  and  substituted  Job  Haskell,  John 
W.  Vethake,  John  Windt,  and  Rodney  S.  Chinch,  for 
Benjamin  Ringgold,  George  Sharpe,  Ezra  S.  Conner, 
26 
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and  Jesse  West,  who  were  on  the  regular  ticket. 
Soon  after  this  disturbance,  the  Equal  Rights  men,  or 
Anti-Monopolists,  received  the  name  of  Loco  Focos  • 
and  this  appellation  was  subsequently  bestowed  on 
the  whole  Democratic  party,  by  the  leading  presses 
and  politicians  in  the  opposite  ranks.  The  Equal 
Rights  ticket  received  four  or  five  thousand  votes,  but 
all  the  regular  Democratic  candidates  were  elected. 

In  the  other  counties  of  the  State,  there  was  but 
very  little  change  since  the  election  in  1834.  The 
Democrats  carried  all  the  Senate  Districts,  except  the 
Eighth,  and  elected  a  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  lower  house.  Henry  Floyd  Jones  was  elected 
in  the  First  Senatorial  District,  in  the  place  of  Har- 
man  B.  Cropsey.  John  Hunter,  and  Ebenezer  Louns- 
bury,  were  chosen  in  the  Second,  to  succeed  Allen 
McDonald,  and  John  Suydam,  deceased  ;  James 
Powers  was  elected  in  the  Third,  in  the  place  of 
John  W.  Edmonds  ;  David  Spraker,  in  the  Fourth, 
in  the  place  of  Josiah  Fisk  ;  Micah  Sterling,  and 
David  Wager,  in  the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of  Robert 
Lansing,  and  John  G.  Stower,  resigned  ;  George 
Huntington,  in  the  Sixth,  in  the  place  of  John  G.  Mc- 
Dowell ;  John  Beardsley,  in  the  Seventh,  in  the  place 
of  Jehiel  H.  Halsey ;  and  Chauncey  J.  Fox  was  re- 
elected in  the  Eighth  District. 

Considerable  excitement  prevailed  in  New- York, 
and  other  States,  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1S35, 
in  relation  to  the  societies  which  had  been  formed  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  Large  quantities  of  anti- 
slavery  documents  were  issued  by  these  associations, 
and  itinerant  lecturers  were  employed  by  them  to 
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arouse  the  public  mind  against  what  they  alledged 
to  be  a  growing  and  formidable  evil.  Mobs  and 
riots  occurred  in  almost  all  the  principal  cities  of  the 
Union,  and,  in  many  instances,  the  meetings  called 
by  the  Abolitionists  were  dispersed  by  violent  means, 
A  Democratic  National  Convention  was  held  in  May, 
1S35,  at  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  unanimously 
nominated  for  the  Presidency.  Richard  M.  Johnson 
was  selected  as  the  candidate  for  Vice  President,  by 
ninety-one  majority  over  William  C.  Rives.  The 
Whig  part)7- were  not  united  on  the  Presidential  ques- 
tion. In  the  Northern  and  "Western  States.  Gen.  Har- 
rison wasthefavoritecandidate,whileamajorityof  the 
Southern  States  preferred  Hugh  L.  White,  of  Tennes- 
see. Great  efforts  were  made  to  prejudice  the  minds 
of  the  Southern  Democrats  against  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
by  means' of  the  abolition  excitement ;  and  the  Whigs 
appeared  to  conduct  the  canvass,  throughout,  upon  the 
Machiavelian  doctrine  of 'divide  and  conquer.' 

The  Legislature  of  New-York  assembled  on  the 
5th  day  of  January,  1836,  and  all  eyes  were  anx- 
iously turned  toward  Gov.  Marcy,  who,  from  his 
well  known  intimacy  with  .Air.  Van  Buren,  was  ex- 
pected to  promulgate  that  gentleman's  views  upon  tl 
slavery  question.  Charles  Humphrey  was  re-elected 
Speaker  of  the  House  this  wint<  r. 

The  message  of  the  Governor  animadvert  >m  the 
course  of  the  Abolitionists,  with  great  severity,  as  tend- 
ing to  create  future  sectional  jealousies,  and  'disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  Union.'  The  Governor  also  referi 
io  the  "unregulated  spirit  of  speculation,  in  stocks 
and  real  estate,"  which  prevailed  in  the  community, 
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and  which  had  grown  out  of  the  large  addition 
made  to  the  banking  capital  of  the  State  ;  and  he  re- 
commended that  the  Legislature  should  carefully 
avoid  encouraging  this  spirit  of  speculation,  by  any 
incidental  measures  they  might  find  it  necessary  to 
adopt,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  injuries  it  had 
done  to  the  business  concerns  of  the  State.  In  regard 
to  the  public  works,  the  Governor  stated  that  the 
General  Fund  was  entirely  exhausted  ;  that  the  Che- 
nango canal  would  cost  double  the  original  estimate ; 
that  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  would  involve 
an  expenditure  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars ;  and 
that  he  felt  bound  to  protest  against  pledging  the 
credit  of  the  State  for  further  improvements,  un- 
til ample  means  had  been  provided  for  the  prompt 
payment  of  the  interest. 

After  the  appearance  of  the  Governor's  message,  the 
leading  Whig  papers  in  the  State  taunted  the  Demo- 
cratic party  with  the  base  betrayal  of  the  interests  of 
their  constituents,  in  not  suffering  the  trade  of  the 
Western  States  to  be  diverted  from  its  natural  chan- 
nel through  New-York,  on  account  of  the  insufficien- 
cy of  the  means  of  transportation  ;  but  it  hardly  re- 
quired even  this  spur,  to  arouse  the  feeling  which  was 
shared  by  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  Legislature, 
in  common  with  a  great  majority  of  their  constitu- 
ents. This  was  the  era  of  improvement.  No  matter 
how  visionary  a  project  might  be,  it  only  commended 
itself  the  more  to  public  favor.  Both  parties  in  the 
State  were  determined  on  running  a  race  for  popular- 
ity. So  long  as  they  themselves  incurred  no  respon- 
sibility, it  was  an  easy  matter  for  Senators  and  mem- 
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bers  of  Assembly  to  vote  away  the  credit  of  the  State 
and  pledge  the  public  faith  for  millions  of  dollars 
without  bestowing  a  single  thought  on  its  redemp- 
tion. Col.  Young,  David  Spraker,  and  a  few  other 
members  of  the  Legislature,  endeavored  in  vain  to 
resist  the  current  which  was  bearing  every  thing  be- 
fore it.  Laws  were  passed  at  the  session  of  1835, 
loaning  three  millions  of  dollars  to  the  New- York 
and  Erie  Railroad,  and  authorizing  the  construction 
of  the  Black  River  and  Genesee  Valley  canals. 

Judge  Sutherland  resigned  his  seat  on  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  fall  of  1S35,  and  Greene 
C.  Bronson,  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  During  the  session  of 
the  Legislature,  Chief  Justice  Savage  also  handed  in 
his  resignation.  Judge  Nelson  was  soon  after  appoint- 
ed Chief  Justice,  and  Esek  Co  wen  Associate  Justice. 
John  Willard,  of  Washington  county,  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Fourth  Circuit,  in  the  place  of  Judge 
Cowen  ;  and  the  office  of  Attorney  General  was  con- 
ferred on  Samuel  Beardsley,  of  Oneida.  A  law  was 
passed  at  this  session,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  Canal  Commissioner;  and  William  Baker, 
formerly  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  office. 

A  short  time  before  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Kemble, 
a  Senator  from  the  Third  District,  and  Mr.  Bishop, 
from  the  Fourth,  were  charged  with  being  concerned 
in  immoral  and  fraudulent  speculations  in  stocks, 
with  corruption  in  delaying  the  passage  of  the  bill  to 
complete  the  New-York  and  Harlaem  Railroad,  and 
with  having  a  dishonorable  conm  ction  with  Mr.  Bar- 
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tow,  the  Cashier  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  at  Albany, 
who  had  absconded  with  a  lars^e  amount  of  the  funds 
of  that  institution.  An  investigation  of  the  facts  was 
forthwith  ordered,  and  a  voluminous  mass  of  testimo- 
ny taken  on  the  subject.  It  was  contended  on  the 
part  of  the  accused,  by  their  counsel,  Henry  R.  Storrs, 
that  the  Senate  could  not  decide  upon  the  charges  pre- 
ferred, except  as  a  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments, 
and  upon  articles  duly  presented  by  the  Assembly. 
Mr.  Maison,  and  eight  other  Senators,  concurred  in 
this  view  of  the  case,  but  the  majority  were  of  the 
contrary  opinion.  Mr.  Kemble  resigned  his  seat  be- 
fore any  definite  vote  was  taken.  A  resolution, 
declaring  that  Mr.  Bishop  had  been  guilty  of  moral 
and  official  misconduct,  was  then  adopted  in  the  Sen- 
ate, by  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  seven.  A  second  reso- 
lution, to  expel  Mr.  Bishop,  was  lost;  twelve  Senators 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  sixteen  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Bishop  immediately  resigned  his  seat ;  and,  on 
the  next  day,  Col.  Young,  and  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  also 
communicated  their  resignations,  stating  that  they 
could  no  longer  remain  in  a  body  who  were  willing 
to  retain,  as  fellow  members,  persons  whom  they  had 
"  declared  to  be  guilty  of  moral  and  official  miscon- 
duct.-' 

James  Madison  died  at  Moutpelier,  in  Virginia,  on 
the  30th  day  of  June,  1836. 

The  loading  Whigs* in  the  State  became  satisfied, 
long  before  the  election,  that  they  must  inevitably 
fail  in  any  attempt  to  defeat  the  Democratic  ticket. 
Jesse  Buel,  of  Albany,  and  Gamaliel  H  Barstow,  were 
selected  as  their  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieu- 
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tenant  Governor,  by  the  Whig  State  Convention. 
The  individuals  named  as  Presidential  Electors,  were 
friendly  to  Gen.  Harrison.  Messrs.  Marcy  and  Tracy 
were  again  unanimously  nominated,  by  the  Demo- 
cratic Convention  held  at  Herkimer ;  and  a  Van  Bu- 
ren  Electoral  ticket  was  also  put  in  nomination.  Ear- 
ly in  the  summer,  the  Equal  Rights  party  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  appointed  a  committee  to  address  Col., 
Young,  and  request  his  opinion  in  relation  to  their 
principles,  and,  in  case  of  a  favorable  answer,  to  as- 
sure him  of  their  intention  to  support  him  as  their 
candidate  for  Governor.  Col.  Young  replied  to  this 
communication,  on  the  5th  of  August,  expressing  his 
approbation  of  their  doctrines,  with  the  exception  of 
that  of  "  uncompromising  hostility  to  bank  notes, 
and  paper  money,  as  a  circulating  medium ;"  but  he 
peremptorily  declined  being  a  candidate  for  Govern- 
or, and  censured  them  for  separating  from  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  The  Equal  Rights  men  were  deter- 
mined to  keep  up  their  distinct  organization  ;  and  on 
the  15th  day  of  September,  they  held  a  State  Con- 
vention at  Utica.  Isaac  S.  Smith,  of  Buffalo,  was 
nominated  as  their  candidate  for  Governor,  and  Moses 
Jacques,  of  New-York,  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 

All  the  Democratic  papers  in  the  State,  with  the 
exception  of  the  New-York-  Evening  Post,  at  that 
time  edited  by  William  Leggettand  William  C.  Bry- 
antj  both  fearless  and  uncompromising  politicians, 
and  the  Utica  Democrat,  then  under  the  management 
and  control  of  John  <;.  Floyd,  afterwi  rds  a  member 
of  Congrei  -  from  the  county  of  Oneida,  attacked  the 
Loco  Focos,  with  unusual  asperity,    [nthe  First  and 
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Fifth  Senatorial  Districts,  the  Democratic  party  be- 
came seriously  divided.  Frederick  A.  Tallmadge 
was  nominated  in  the  former  District,  as  the  Loco 
Foco  candidate,  upon  his  signing  a  pledge  "to  sup- 
port and  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  Equal  Rights 
party  ;r'  and  Stephen  Hasbrouck,  Edward  Curtis, 
James  Monroe,  and  Ely  Moore,  were  selected  to  com- 
pose the  Congressional  ticket.  Messrs.  Curtis  and 
Monroe  were  Whigs,  but  were  pledged  to  support  the 
Equal  Rights  doctrines.  An  Assembly  ticket  was  al- 
so adopted,  consisting  of  Clinton  Roosevelt,  Robert 
Townsend,  Jr.,  and  others.  Messrs.  Tallmadge, 
Curtis,  Monroe,  Roosevelt,  and  Townsend,  were  soon 
after  nominated  for  the  same  offices  by  the  Whig 
party.  In  the  Fifth  Senatorial  District,  Samuel  Corn- 
stock,  who  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Democratic 
party,  was  nominated  for  Senator,  by  the  Loco  Focos 
in  the  District,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Wager,  who  was 
said  to  be  too  deeply  interested  in  banking  institu- 
tions; and  an  Assembly  ticket  was  afterwards  se- 
lected, by  the  same  party,  in  the  county  of  Oneida. 
Both  these  nominations  were  endorsed  and  adopted 
by  the  Whig  party  in  the  district  and  county. 

Notwithstanding  these  divisions  j!i  the  Democratic 
party,  the  Whigs  made  but  little  exertion,  out  of  the 
First  and  Fifth  Districts.  More  than  fifty  thousand 
voters  in  the  State  remained**  away  from  the  polls. 
The  majority  for  the  Van  Buren  Electors  was  nearly 
twenty-eight  thousand.  The  whole  number  of  votes 
cast  for  Governor,  was  three  hundred  six  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty-six  ;  of  which  Mr.  Marcy  re- 
ceived one  hundred  sixty-six  thousand   one  hundred 
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and  twenty-two ;  Mr.  Buel  received  one  hundred 
thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-eight ;  and 
Mr.  Smith  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
six.  In  the  First  Senatorial  District,  Frederick  Tall- 
madge  was  elected,  in  the  place  of  Myndert  Van 
Schaick ;  and  Samuel  Works  was  chosen,  by  the 
Whigs  in  the  Eighth  District,  to  succeed  Mr.  Griffin. 
Samuel  Young,  David  Wager,  and  Samuel  L.  Ed- 
wards, were  re-elected,  in  the  Fourth,  Fifth  and  Sev- 
enth Districts.  The  remaining  Senators  were  Henry 
H.  Van  Dyck,  from  the  Second  District,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Lounsbury ;  Noadiah  Johnson,  from  the  Third,, 
in  the  place  of  Peter  Gansevoort ;,  and  Daniel  S.  Dick- 
inson, from  the  Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hubbard. 
{The  two  Whig  candidates  for  Congress  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  supported  by  the  Equal  Rights  men, 
and  Messrs.  Cambreleng  and  Moore  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  who  also  received  a  large  number  of 
votes  from  the  same  quarter,  were  elected^  The  reg- 
ularly nominated  ticket  for  the  Assembly,  on  the 
Democratic  side,  also  succeeded,  with  two  or  three  ex- 
ceptions. Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Townsend,  of  the 
Equal  Rights  party,  obtained  a  majority,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Whig  vote.  In  the  county  of  Oneida, 
the  Anti-Bank  candidates  were  elected.  / 

The  whole  number  of  Electoral  votes  in  the  Unionr 
at  this  time,  was  two  hundred  and  ninety-four.  Mr* 
Van  Buret]  received  one  hundred  and  seventy  ;  Gen. 
Harrison,  seventy-three;   Judge   White,   twenty-six; 

Daniel  Webster,  fourteen ;  and  Willie  I*.  Mangum, 
eleven.  The  Democratic  party  in  Virginia,  who  had 
supported  .Mr.  Rives  for  tin:  Vice  Presidency,  refused 
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to  vote  for  Col.  Johnson,  and  thus  prevented  a  choice 
by  the  Electoral  Colleges ;  but  he  was  afterwards 
chosen  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hubbell  resigned  the  office  of  Adjutant  General 
toward  the  close  of  the  year,  and  soon  after  changed 
his  political  associations.  Gov.  Marcy  appointed  Al- 
len McDonald,  formerly  a  Senator  from  the  Second 
District,  as  his  successor. 

The  Legislature  commenced  its  annual  session  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  1837.  Edward  Liv- 
ingston was  chosen  Speaker.  He  received  eighty 
votes  for  the  office,  and  Luther  Bradish  twenty-seven. 
The  Governors  Message  reiterated  the  same  senti- 
ments he  had  formerly  expressed,  in  relation  to  the 
financial  policy  of  the  State,  but  did  not  assume  any 
very  decided  position  in  relation  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  Erie  canal.  He  recommended  the  modification 
of  the  Restraining  law,  so  as  to  authorize  private  in- 
dividuals to  receive  deposits  and  make  discounts,  and 
a  bill  was  afterwards  introduced,  and  passed  both 
houses  of  the  Legislature,  in  accordance  with  this 
suggestion. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  Assembly, 
the  war  against  the  banking  institutions  of  the  State 
was  commenced,  by  Messrs.  Cutting,  of  New- York ; 
Robinson,  of  Oswego ;  and  King,  of  St.  Lawrence. 
A  committee  of  investigation  was  appointed,  who  ex- 
amined into  the  condition  of  a  large  number  of  banks, 
and  the  means  which  had  been  employed  to  procure 
their  charters.  The  developments  made  during  the 
progress  of  this  inquiry,  were  very  far  from  being  cal- 
culated to  elevate  the  character  of  the  legislation  of 
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the  State;  and  it  soon  after  became  evident,  that  the 
existing  monopoly,  which  had  proved  a  powerful  en- 
gine in  the  hands  of  the  dominant  party,  would  re- 
ceive but  little  farther  encouragement.  An  attempt 
to  pass  a  general  bill,  c:  authorizing  associations  for 
the  purpose  of  banking,"  was  made  at  this  session. 
It  was  lost  in  the  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  nine  ; 
and  a  similar  bill,  originating  in  the  House,  was  de- 
clared to  be  unconstitutional  by  Mr.  Beardsley,  the 
Attorney  General.  Messrs.  Livingston,  Sterling,  Tall- 
madge,  Tracy,  and  Young,  of  the  Senate,  supported 
this  measure,  but  the  whole  influence  of  the  chartered 
banks  was  exerted  to  defeat  it.  This  same  interest 
also  endeavored  to  defeat  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Wright 
to  the  United  States  Senate.  The  specie  circular  of 
Gen.  Jackson,  issued  in  1836,  and  the  opposition  of 
Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren's  intimate  friends,  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill  distributing  the  surplu"  reve- 
nue, were  regarded  as  indications  of  sympa*"~  with 
the  Anti-Monopolists  in  the  city  of  New-Y<°    ^  *  The 
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friends  of  an  extensive  system  of  interna'   a  iprove- 

es  J 
ments,  and  those  members  of  the  Dcmoc  .    c  party 
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in  Oneida,  and  other  counties,  who  had  u  ored  the 
constructionofthe  Chenango  canal,  did  not  approve  of 
the  financial  policy  advocated  by  Gov.  Throop  and  Mr. 
Wright.  The  State,  officers,  themselves,  were  divided 
on  this  question.  Messrs.  Flneg  and  Dix  coincided 
with  Messrs.  Throop  and  Wright;  while  Mr.  Beards- 
lev,  and  others,  assumed  tin  opposite  ground.  Gov. 
Marcy  was  understood  to  occupy  an  intermediate  po- 
sition. This  difference  of  opinion  formed  the  germ 
of  subsequent  divisions  in  the  Democratic  party,  the 
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effects  of  which  are  still  visible  in  the  politics  of  the 
State. 

At  the  caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  to 
be  supported  for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator, 
the  name  of  Samuel  Beardsley,  the  Attorney  General, 
was  brought  forward,  and  warmly  urged  by  his 
friends;  but  Mr.  Wright  received  a  large  majority  of 
the  votes,  notwithstanding  the  influences  arrayed 
against  him,  and  was  declared  unanimously  nomina- 
ted. He  was  re-elected  on  the  following  day,  by  the 
Legislature  :  he  received  twenty-six  votes  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  eighty-six  in  the  lower  house.  Mr.  Keyser 
was  also  re-elected  Treasurer  of  the  State,  by  nearly 
the  same  vote. 

The  specie  circular  of  1S36,  the  withdrawal  of  the 
surplus  revenue  from  the  banking  capital  of  the  At- 
lantic cities,  for  the  purposes  of  the  distribution,  and 
the  heavy  demand  for  specie  to  meet  the  payments 
becouuae;  due  for  the  immense  amount  of  goods  un- 
wisely wiported  from  Europe,  occasioned  a  severe 
embarrs  ofnent  in  the  money  market,  and  ultimately 
led  to  ttionuspension  of  specie  payments,  by  all  the 
banks  imd'ie  Union.  Previous  to  this  time,  the  Bank 
of  England  had  commenced  curtailing  its  discounts, 
and  the  pecuniary  pressure  was  general  throughout 
the  world,  but  in  no  country  was  it  more  severe  than 
in  our  own.  "  The  unregulated  spirit  of  speculation," 
to  which  Gov.  Marcy  on  several  occasions  directed 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  had  produced  the  very 
fruits  which  were  long  before  predicted  ;  and  nothing 
now  remained  to  be  done,  but  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  country  from   the  complete  prostration  with 
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which  they  were  threatened.  Under  the  existing 
law,  the  Safety  Fund  banks  were  liable  to  lose  their 
charters,  and  to  have  their  effects  put  in  the  hands  of 
receivers,  as  soon  as  they  suspended  specie  payments  ; 
but  as  the  Legislature  was  still  in  session,  an  act  was 
passed,  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  suspending  those  pro- 
visions of  the  law  for  one  year.  Col.  Young  and  Mr. 
Wiiles,  were  the  only  Senators  who  voted  against  the 
bill ;  and  there  were  but  nineteen  nays  in  the  Assem- 
bly. Mr.  Tracy  also  introduced  a  bill,  providing  for 
the  suspension  of  the  act  prohibiting  the  circulation 
of  small  bills,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Loomis  and 
Col.  Young,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Beardsley 
Livingston,  Maison,  and  Sterling.  On  taking  the 
question,  the  bill  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  fifteen  to  thir- 
teen. 

The  corporation  election  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
took  place  in  the  midst  of  the  excitement  growing 
out  of  the  pressure,  and  resulted  in  the  success  of 
Aaron  Clark,  the  Whig  candidate  for  Mayor,  by  about 
three  thousand  majority  over  John  I.  Morgan,  the 
nominee  of  the  Democratic  party.  Moses  Jacques 
was  supported  by  the  Loco  Focos,  and  received  more 
than  four  thousand  votes. 

During  the  winter  and  spring  of  1837,  the  Wash- 
ington Globe,  which  was  regarded  as  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren's  organ,  and  the  New-York  Evening  Post,  reflect- 
ed with  considerable  severity  upon  theconduct  of  the 
State  banks,  and  a  feeling  of  hostility  on  their  part, 

toward  the  National  Administration,  was  soon  engen- 
dered. It  was  charged  against  the  President  and 
his  friends,  that  they  wen-  determined  to  overthrow 
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the  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  and  pros- 
trate the  credit  system.  Symptoms  of  dissatisfac- 
tion in  the  Democratic  ranks  began  to  be  visible,  and 
the  leaders  of  the  party,  in  Albany,  soon  discovered 
that  their  views  were  not  altogether  harmonious.  Gov. 
Marcy,  Mr.  Crosweil,  and  Mr.  Beardsley,  did  not  en- 
tirely concur  in  the  coarse  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  they 
afterwards  fell  in  with  the  great  body  of  the  party  in 
the  support  of  the  administration. 

An  extra  session  of  Congress  was  called  by  the 
President,  to  convene  on  the  4th   day  of  Septem- 
ber.    The  two  houses  assembled  in  accordance  with 
the  proclamation,  and  the  President  immediately  sent 
in  a  message,  reviewing  the  pecuniary  condition  of 
the  country,  and  recommending  the  establishment  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  system.     Messrs.  Rives,  of 
Virginia,  and  Tallmadge,  of  New-York,  in  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  Messrs.  John  C.  Clark,  Henry  A.  Foster,  and 
Isaac  H.  Bronson,  representatives  from  this  State,  in 
the  other  House,  refused  to  concur  in  the  Executive 
recommendation.     Thomas  Allen,  the  editor  of  the 
Madisonian,  a  paper  started   by  several   influential 
members  of  the  Democratic  party  in  New-York,  and 
other  States,  in  opposition  to  the  Globe,  was  elected 
Printer  to  the  House,  by  the  votes  of  the  Whiff  mem- 
bers,  and  the  opponents  of  the  Lid.  pendent  Treasury, 
who  were  called  Conservatives.     Mr.  Tallmadge  and 
Mr.  Clark,  Shortly  after  separated  entirely  from  the  De- 
mocratic party  :  Mr.  Foster  and   Mr.  Bronson,  who 
were  understood  to  represent  the  views  of  Mr.  Beards- 
ley  and  his  friends,  preserved  their  position  as  sup- 
porters of  the  administration,  although  they  did  not 
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concur  in  many  of  its  leading  measures.  Gov.  Mar- 
cy  and  Mr.  Croswell.  were  at  first  inclined  to  oppose 
the  Independent  Treasury,  but  they  subsequently 
gave  a  cordial  support  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the 
former  signified  his  approbation  of  the  measure,  in 
his  next  annual  Message  to  the  Legislature. 

The  Equal  Rights  party  continued  to  keep  up  their 
organization  during  the  summer  of  1837,  and  in  the 
month  of  September,  they  held  a  convention  at  Utica. 
and  adopted  a  constitution  for  the  State,  embodying 
their  ideas  of  the  proper  functions  of  government. 
Among  other  provisions  of  this  instrument,  were  the 
following : 

"  The  Legislature  shall  not  charter  or  create  any 
corporate  or  artificial  body,  nor  confer  on  any  indi- 
vidual or  company,  either  exclusive  advantages  or 
special  privileges. 

"The  Legislature  shall  not  borrow  money  or  con- 
tract loans,  in  the  name  of  the  people ;  but  it  may 
submit  bills,  authorizing  public  loans,  to  the  people, 
which  bills  shall  become  binding  when  ratified  by  a 
majority  of  the  voters  at  a  general  election. :' 

After  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  m<  ssage 
to  Congress,  and  after  it  had  become  evident  that  the 
influence  of  the  banking  interest,  in  the  State  and  na- 
tion, would  be  exerted  against  him,  the  Loco  Foc< 
manifested  a  desire  to  unite  with  the  Democratic  par- 
ty,; and  the  amalgamation  was  perfected  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  in  October  of  this  year. 

The  ineonvrniriice  felt,  in  consequence  of  the  sup- 
pression of  the  circulation  <>f  amah  bills,  w.     \   ry 
at.  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1837.    The  State 
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was  flooded  with  large  quantities  of  foreign  notes, 
a  great  proportion  of  which  were  worthless,  and  a 
general  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  pervaded  the  com- 
munity. The  banks  were  gradually  curtailing  their 
circulation,  and  diminishing  their  liabilities  ;  and,  as 
a  natural  consequence,  the  universal  distress  was 
heightened,  rather  than  alleviated,  by  the  course  they 
were  compelled  to  adopt.  All  these  circumstances  com- 
bined, tended  strongly  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the 
people  against  the  State  and  National  administrations. 
The  Abolitionists,  also,  had  been  quite  unfriendly 
toward  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  ever  since  he 
had  declared,  in  his  Inaugural  Message,  that  no  bill 
providing  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  should  receive  his  approbation ;  and  in  seve- 
ral counties  they  manifested  an  intention  to  support 
the  opposition  candidates.  The  Whig  party  in  the 
State  were  emboldened  by  the  disastrous  condition  of 
the  Democrats,  to  make  vigorous  exertions  at  the  No- 
vember election.  The  result  astounded  every  body, 
except  those  who  had  philosophically  prepared  them- 
selves for  anything.  The  Whigs  completely  swept 
the  State :  they  elected  one  hundred  and  one,  of  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  members  of  Assembly, 
and  carried  all  the  Senatorial  Districts,  except  the 
Third,  which  they  lost  by  a  small  majority,  and  the 
Fifth.  Gulian  C.  Yerplanck  was  chosen  from  the 
First  Senatorial  District ;  Henry  A.  Livingston,  from 
the  Second ;  Edward  P.  Livingston,  from  the  Third  ; 
Martin  Lee,  from  the  Fourth  ;  Avery  Skinner,  from 
the  Fifth  ;  Laurens  Hull,  from  the  Sixth  ;  John  May- 
nard,  from  the  Seventh :  and  William  A.  Moseley,  from 
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the  Eighth  District.  Several  of  the  most  talented  mem- 
bers of  the  Whig  party  in  this  State,  were  elected  to  the 
Assembly.  Among  others,  were  David  B.  Ogden  and 
Samuel  B.  Rnggles,  of  New- York  ;  Daniel  D.  Barnard, 
of  Albany ;  Luther  Bradish,  of  Franklin ;  Jedediah 
Miller,  of  Schoharie  ;  Fortune  C.  White,  of  Oneida  ; 
James  R.  Lawrence,  of  Onondaga ;  Henry  W.  Taylor, 
of  Ontario ;  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jr.,  of  Niagara. 
The  Democrats  elected  Abijah  Mann,  Jr.,  in  Herki- 
mer :  Preston  King,  in  St.  Lawrence;  and  Nathaniel 
P.  Wardwell,  in  Jefferson  county. 

The  Legislature  met  on  the  2d  day  of  January, 
1838.  Luther  Bradish  was  elected  Speaker,  and  Jar- 
vis  N.  Lake,  Clerk.  The  Governor  avowed  himself 
favorable  to  the  passage  of  a  general  banking  law, 
provided  a  two-third  vote  could  be  obtained  in  its  fa- 
vor. He  alluded  to  the  embarrassment  in  the  mone- 
tary affairs  of  the  country,  and  clearly  and  distinctly 
expressed  his  views  as  to  the  causes  which  had  pro- 
duced it.  He  also  recommended  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  and 
declared  his  approbation  of  the  Independent  Treasu- 
ry bill.  In  a  few  days  after  the  organization,  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Ontario,  brought  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  law 
prohibiting  the  issue  and  circulation  of  small  bills, 
which  was  immediately  passed  by  the  Whig  majority 
in  the  House.  The  Democrats  still  preserved  their 
ascendancy  in  the  Senate,  and  amended  the  bill  so  as 
mcnly  to  suspend  the  law  for  two  years.     Jn  this 

shape  it  became  a  law. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  expired 
this  year.     The  Democrat!  in  the  Senate  nominated 
27 
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Doct.  Campbell ;  and  Orville  L.  Holley,  formerly  edi- 
tor of  the  Troy  Sentinel,  and  a  gentleman  of  fine  lit- 
erary attainments,  was  the  candidate  selected  by  the 
House.  The  vote  on  joint  ballot  stood  :  for  Mr.  Hol- 
ley, ninety-seven  ;  and  for  Mr.  Campbell,  forty-two. 
Doct.  Barstow,  of  Tioga,  was  elected  Treasurer  of 
the  State,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Keyser,  by  nearly  the 
same  majority. 

Mr.  Ruggles  made  a  most  flattering  report  to  the 
House,  dining  the  winter,  on  the  financial  condition 
of  the  State,  and  described  in  glowing,  though  some- 
what unnatural  colors,  the  brilliant  prospects  which 
awaited  the  completion  of  the  public  works,  on  a  large 
and  liberal  scale.  Both  parties  in  the  Assembly  were 
very  readily  captivated  by  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Rug- 
ales,  and  a  bill  was  soon  after  passed,  contemplating 
the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money.  Messrs. 
Drake,  of  Otsego ;  Floyd,  of  Suffolk :  and  King,  of 
St.  Lawrence  ;  all  Democrats,  were  the  only  persons 
who  voted  in  the  negative.  The  Senate  amended 
the  bill,  by  limiting  the  expenditure  to  four  millions  of 
dollars,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The 
General  Banking  law  passed  the  Legislature  at  this 
session.  In  the  Assembly  the  vote  was  eighty-six  to 
twenty-nine,  and  in  the  Senate  there  were  twenty 
votes  in  favor,  to  eight  against  it. 

Tuds:e  Vanderpoel  resigned  the  office  of  Circuit 
Jud°-e  this  year,  on  account  of  a  severe  paralytic  at- 
tack, and  John  P.  Cushman,  of  Rensselaer,  was  ap- 
pointed as  his  successor.  Judge  Denio,  of  the  Fifth 
Circuit,  and  Judge  Gardiner,  of  the  Eighth,  also  re- 
signed during  the  session  of  the  Legislature.     Mr. 
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Bronson,  then  a  member  of  Congress,  was,  at  first,  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  Judge  Denio ;  but  as  he  had  already 
changed  his  position  on  the  Independent  Treasury 
question,  it  was  deemed  necessary,  by  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Bnren,  that  he  should  remain  at  Washing- 
ton, and  he  therefore  declined  accepting  the  office. 
Philo  Gridley,  of  Madison  county,  was  afterwards  se- 
lected to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  Governor,  in  the  first 
place,  appointed  John  B.  Skinner  Circuit  Judge  of  the 
Eighth  Circuit.  Mr.  S.  declined  the  appointment; 
whereupon  Nathan  Dayton,  of  Niagara  county, 
was  nominated  by  the  Governor,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Senate. 

The  Whigs  came  very  near  losing  the  Charter 
election  in  the  city  of  New-York,  in  the  spring  of 
183S,  and  they  met  with  unexpected  reverses  in  sev- 
eral other  States  in  the  Union.  The  tide  appeared 
to  be  turning  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
they  entered  upon  the  canvass  full  of  hope  and  en- 
thusiasm. Al  the  Herkimer  Convention,  held  on  the 
12th  day  of  September,  Messrs.  Marcy  and  Tracy 
were  unanimously  nominated,  as  the  Democratic  can- 
didates for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor.  The 
Whig  Convention  was  held  on  the  same  day,  at 
I'tica.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
the  selection  of  their  candidates.  A  portion  of  the 
members  were  warmly  in  favor  of  Mr.  Granger,  and 
another  portion  urged  the  name  of  Luther  Bradish. 
William  II.  Seward  was  finally  broughl  forward,  as 
a  compromise  candidate,  and  received  the  Domi- 
nation for  Governor.  Mr.  Bradish  was  then  selected 
for  Lieut.  Governor,  and  the  Convention  adjourned 
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in  perfect  harmony.  A  meeting  of  the  opponents  of 
the  Independent  Treasury,  who  styled  themselves 
Conservatives,  was  held  at  Syracuse,  on  the  3d  day 
of  October.  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge,  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  John  C.  Clark,  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  the  county  of  Chenango,  were  present  at 
the  meeting,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  proceed- 
ings. This  Convention,  among  other  resolutions, 
adopted  one  in  favor  of  supporting  Messrs.  Seward 
and  Bradish,  the  Whig  candidates  for  Governor  and 
Lieut.  Governor. 
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1838 — Activity  of  both  parties  previous  to  the  election — Outbreak 
in  Canada,  and  excitement  on  the  northern  frontier — The  Bank- 
ing interest — The  pressure,  and  the  Small  Bill  law — Defeat  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  election  of  William  H.  Seward — Gabriel 
Furman — Gideon  Hammond — James  R.  Lawrence — Peter  B. 
Porter,  Jr. — Robert  Denniston — Levi  S.  Chatfield — Ward  Hunt 
— Andrew  G.  Chatfield — Annual  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
1839— Message  of  Gov.  Seward — Repeal  of  the  Small  Bill  law — 
John  C.  Spencer  appointed  Secretary  of  State:  Bates  Cook,  Comp- 
troller; Willis  Hall,  Attorney  General;  and  Jacob  Haight,  Treasur- 
er— Attempt  to  elect  a  United  States  Senator — Tour  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  through  the  State  of  New- York — November  election— Mitchell 
Sanford — Friend  Humphrey — James  G.  Hopkins — Andrew  B. 
Dickinson — William  H.  Van  Schoonhoven — Henry  G.  Wheaton 
— William  Duer — George  A.  Simmons — Seth  C.  Haw  ley — Whig 
National  Convention — Nomination  of  Gen.  Harrison — Legislature 
of  1840 — Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge  elected  United  States  Senator 
— Removal  of  the  Democratic  Canal  Commissioners — Martin  Van 
Buren  re-nominated  for  President — Re-nomination  of  Seward  and 
Bradish — William  C.  Bouck  and  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  nominated 
by  the  Democratic  State  Convention — Excitement  previous  to  the 
election — The  Whig  party  triumphant — Details  of  the  election — 
Henry  W.  Strong — Elijah  Rhoades — Alvah  Worderj — John  M. 
Holley — Arphaxed  Loornis — John  L.  O'Sullivan — Legislature  of 
1841 — Controversy  between  the  Executive  of  this  State  and  the 
Governor  of  Virginia — Removal  of  Mr.  Morris  from  the  Record. r- 
ship  of  New-York — Distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands — "The  People's  Resolution" — Prospects  (if  the  Whig  part}  — 
Death  of  Gen.  Harrison,  and  dissolution  of  the  Cabinet — Whig 
State  Convention  in  1M1 — Trial  and  acquittal  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Leod — November  election — Success  of  the  Democrats — Mor- 
ris Franklin — Abraham  Bockee — Krastus  Coming — Lyman 
Sherwood — Gideon  Hard — John  A.  Lot! — Horatio  Seymour — 
Zibt  A.  Leland — Calvin  T.  Hulburd — Theron  R.  Strong— Albert 
Smith — Legislature  of  1842 — Azariah  C.  Flagg  appointed  Comp- 
troller; Samuel  Young,  Secretary  of  State ;  George  l'.  Barker,  At- 
torne)  I  General ;  and  Nathaniel  Jonea,  Survej  or  Ge  •  i  ■>!  —  <  lhange 
of  the  Canal  Commiaeionera — The  Stop  and  Tax  law  of  1842 — l  >>■- 
clenaion  of  Got,  Seward,  and  nomination  or  Bradiah  and  Fur  man 
hy  the  Whig  Convention — Re-nomination  ol  Bou  k  and  Dickin- 
son— 1842. 

Both   parties  entered  upon  the  canvass  in   L638, 
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with  the  most  flattering  prospects  of  success.  Gov. 
Marcy  was  a  thorough  partizan,  and  a  shrewd  po- 
litical tactician.  The  ease  and  courtesy  of  his  address, 
and  the  bonhomie  of  his  disposition,  rendered  him 
personally  very  popular ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  measures  with  which  he  was,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  connected,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  he 
could  have  been  defeated.  The  Whigs  were  active 
and  enthusiastic,  and  the  young  men.  especially,  ex- 
erted themselves  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Seward.  At  the 
Utica  Convention,  a  plan  was  devised  for  the  more 
perfect  organization  of  the  Whig  party  in  the  State, 
and  measures  were  set  on  foot  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  excitement  on  the  northern  frontier,  growing 
out  of  the  burning  of  the  steamer  Caroline,  in  Decem- 
ber. 1837,  and  the  measures  taken  by  the  President, 
and  Gov.  Marcy,  to  prevent  American  citizens  from 
violating  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  country,  by 
openly  aiding  the  outbreak  in  Canada,  were  dex- 
trously  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Whig  politicians,  to 
inflame  the  minds  of  the  voters  against  the  State  and 
National  Administrations.  The  money  market  had 
become  much  easier,  but  the  people,  and  the  laboring- 
classes  in  particular,  had  not  forgotten  the  effects  of 
the  pressure  ;  and  they  were  not  only  constantly  re- 
minded of  them,  but  they  were  instructed  to  regard 
the  small  bill  law  as  a  relief  measure,  reluctantly 
yielded  by  the  Democrats  in  the  Senate,  in  the  hope 
of  maintaining  their  ascendancy  in  the  State.  After 
the  appearance  of  Gov.  Marcy's  message,  endorsing 
the  Independent  Treasury  plan  recommended  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  the  banking  interest  became  more  de- 
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cidedly  hostile  to  the  State  Administration  ;  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  this,  a  large  number  of  the  Equal 
Rights  men,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  refused  to  sup- 
port the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor,  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  a  stockholder  in  several  banks, 
and  therefore  identified  with  that  interest.  A  portion 
of  the  original  National  Republicans  also,  who  were 
members  of  the  Masonic  society,  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  introduction  of  a 
new  issue  into  the  politics  of  the  State,  to  return  to 
their  former  associations. 

It  was  impossible  for  the  Democratic  party  to  main- 
tain itself  against  such  a  combination  of  adverse  in- 
fluences. The  Whigs  elected  their  State  ticket  bv 
more  than  ten  thousand  majority.  They  also  carried 
five  of  the  eight  Senate  Districts,  and  returned  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  Assembly.  The  whole 
number  of  votes  cast  for  Governor,  was  over  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand.  William  H. 
Seward  received  one  hundred  ninety-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-two;  and  William  L.  Mar- 
cy  one  hundred  eighty-two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixty-one.  The  majorities  for  Mr.  Seward  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State,  where  he  was  more  generally 
known,  exceeded  the  expectations  of  his  friends.  The 
county  of  Genesee  gave  him  three  thousand  and 
thirty-five  majority;  Erie,  twenty-six  hundred  and 
twenty-six;  Chaatauque,  nearly  two  thousand  ;  and 
Monroe  upwards  of  eleven  hundred.  <  )n  ihe  northern 
frontier,  the  Democrats  were  peculiarly  unfortunate. 
In  the  county  of  (  towego,  their  majority  was  but  forty- 
eight,  while  Jefferson  completely  reversed  her  posi- 
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tion,  and  gave  five-hundred  and  twelve  majority  for 
the  Whig  ticket. 

The  Senators  chosen  at  this  election,  were  Gabriel 
Furman,  from  the  First  District,  in  the  place  of  Coe 
S.  Downing ;  Daniel  Johnson,  from  the  Second,  in 
the  place  of  John  P.  Jones  ;  Alonzo  C.  Paige,  from 
the  Third,  in  the  place  of  Abraham  L.  Lawyer  ;  Be- 
thuel  Peck,  from  the  Fourth,  in  the  place  of  Jabez 
Willes  ;  Joseph  Clark,  from  the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of 
Abijah  Beckwith  ;  Alvah  Hunt,  from  the  Sixth,  in 
the  place  of  Levi  Beardsley  ;  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  from 
the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Chester  Loomis  ;  and 
Henry  Hawkins,  from  the  Eighth,  in  the  place  of 
Isaac  Lacy.  Messrs.  Johnson,  Paige,  and  Clark,  were 
the  only  Democratic  Senators  elected.  The  most 
prominent  Whig  members  of  Assembly  chosen  this 
year,  were  John  B.  Scoles,  and  George  Zabriskie,  of 
New- York ;  Richard  P.  Herrick,  of  Rensselaer ;  Gideon 
Hammond,  of  Essex  ;  James  R.  Lawrence,  of  Onon- 
daga ;  Henry  W.  Taylor,  of  Ontario  :  George  W.  Pat- 
terson, of  Livingston  ;  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jr.,  of  Niag- 
ara ;  and  on  the  Democratic  side,  were  Henry  Hoge- 
boom,  of  Columbia;  Robert  Denniston,  of  Orange;  Levi 
S.  Chatfield,  of  Otsego  ;  Ward  Hunt,  of  Oneida;  and 
Andrew  G.  Chatfield,  of  Steuben. 

A  short  time  after  the  November  election,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  induce  Gov.  Marcy  to  convene  an 
extra  session  of  the  State  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  certain  offices  about  to  become  vacant,  before 
the  inauguration  of  his  successor.  This  was  the  os- 
tensible object  proposed  to  be  accomplished,  but  it 
was  no  doubt  contemplated  that  a  large  majority  of 
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the  office-holders  in  the  State  would  resign,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  re-appointed  for  a  full  term.  Gov. 
Marcy  possessed  too  much  manliness  and  integrity  to 
yield  to  any  such  suggestion,  and  he  explicitly  re- 
fused to  accede  to  the  request. 

The  annual  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839.  George  W.  Patter- 
son was  elected  Speaker,  by  thirty-eight  majority,  over 
Thomas  Armstrong,  the  Democratic  candidate.  The 
first  message  of  Gov.  Seward  was  too  lengthy,  but  it 
was  written  with  marked  ability.  He  dissented,  in 
many  important  particulars,  from  the  policy  of  the 
previous  administration,  and  recommended  the  vig- 
orous prosecution  of  an  extensive  system  of  internal 
improvements ;  among  the  principal  features  of  which, 
were  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  con- 
struction of  several  lateral  canals,  and  three  principal 
lines  of  railroad,  through  the  northern,  middle,  and 
southern  sections  of  the  State.  In  regard  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  State,  the  Governor  adopted  the  report 
of  Mr.  Ruggles,  as  the  basis  of  his  calculations ;  but 
he  expressed  the  utmost  confidence  that  the  measures 
which  he  advised  could  be  completed,  without  resort- 
ing to  taxation,  and  in  a  manner  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  best  interests,  and  the  permanent  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  New- York.  The  following  passage, 
which  occurs  in  the  message,  is  a  just  and  appro- 
priate commentary  <>n  the  financial  policy  of  former 
administrations  : 

"History   furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  financial 

achievements  of  this  State.      It  surrendered   its  share 

in  the   National  domain,  and  relinquished  for  the 
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general  welfare  all  the  revenues  of  its  foreign  com- 
merce, equal  generally  to  two-thirds  of  the  entire  ex- 
penditure of  the  Federal  Government.  It  has,  never- 
theless, sustained  the  expenses  of  its  own  administra- 
tion, founded  and  endowed  a  broad  system  of  educa- 
tion, charitable  institutions  for  every  class  of  the  un- 
fortunate, and  a  penitentiary  establishment  which  is 
adopted  as  a  model  by  civilized  nations.  It  has  in- 
creased four-fold  the  wealth  of  its  citizens,  and  re- 
lieved them  from  direct  taxation  ;  and,  in  addition  to 
all  this,  has  carried  forward  a  stupendous  enterprise 
of  improvement,  all  the  while  diminishing  its  debt, 
magnifying'  its  credit,  and  augmenting  its  resources." 

The  Governor  also  recommended  the  creation  of  a 
board  of  internal  improvements,  to  consist  of  one 
member  from  each  Senate  District,  who  should  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  the  Canal  Board ;  the  revi- 
sion of  the  judiciary  system;  and  the  erection  of  a 
monument  in  the  city  of  Albany,  beneath  which  the 
remains  of  Dewitt  Clinton  might  be  deposited. 

On  the  3rd  day  of  January,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ontario, 
introduced  a  bill  into  the  Assembly,  in  pursuance  of 
previous  notice,  providing  for  the  unconditional  re- 
peal of  the  law  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  small 
bills.  Mr.  Skinner,  a  Democratic  Senator  from  the 
Fifth  District,  also  brought  forward  a  bill,  of  the  same 
purport,  in  the  Senate  ;  but  that  first  proposed  by  Mr. 
Taylor  passed  both  houses,  by  general  consent,  and 
became  a  law.  Col.  Young  and  Mr.  Spraker  were 
the  only  Senators  who  voted  against  it.  A  special 
committee  was  appointed,  to  take  into  consideration 
that  part  of  the  Governor's  message  relating  to  the 
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monument  over  the  remains  of  Mr.  Clinton.  Mr. 
Hunt  of  Oneida,  Mr.  Enos  of  Madison,  and  Mr.  Salis- 
bury of  Wayne,  offered  separate  resolutions,  instruct- 
ing the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  monuments  to  the  memory  of  Gen.  Herki- 
mer, George  Clinton,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  which 
were  adopted.  Several  animated  discussions  arose 
upon  this  subject  during  the  session,  but  no  definite 
vote  was  taken  on  either  of  the  propositions  before 
the  Legislature,  although  it  is  probable  that  a  majori- 
ty of  the  members  were  opposed  to  making  an  appro- 
priation from  the  public  treasury  for  such  pur- 
poses. 

A  caucus  of  the  Whig  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  held  on  the  31st  day  of  January.  John  C. 
Spencer  was  warmly  urged  for  the  Comptrollership, 
and  it  is  said  that  he  was  quite  anxious  to  receive 
the  appointment ;  but  the  decision  of  the  caucus  was 
in  favor  of  Bates  Cooke,  of  Niagara,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  active  Anti-Masons  in  Western  New- 
York.  Mr.  Spencer  was  nominated  for  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State.  Willis  Hall,  of  New-York  ;  Sam- 
uel  Stevens,of  Albany  ;  and  Joshua  A.  Spencer, of  Uti- 
ca;  were  the  prominentcandidates  for  the  office  of  Attor- 
ney i lefleraL  The  name  of  Mr.  Spencer  was  finally 
withdrawn, and  the  contest  between  Messrs.  1  [all  and 
Stevens  terminated  in  the  nomination  of  the  former, 
by  a  VOte  of  forty-live  to  forty-two.  Mr.  Hall  was 
not,  a!  tins  time,  8  conspicuous  member  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  some  dissatisfaction  was  manifested  at  his 
selection;  but  he  soon  evinced  more  than  ordinary  tal- 
ents in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  quiet- 
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ed,  in  a  great  degree,  the  ill-feeling  which  had  been 
engendered.  Doct.  Bars  tow  had  become  dissatisfied 
with  the  political  movements  at  Albany,  and  signified 
his  wish  to  retire  from  office ;  whereupon,  Jacob 
Haight,  of  Greene  county,  formerly  a  leading  Bucktail, 
and  People's  man,  was  selected  for  the  office  of  Trea- 
surer. Mr.  Tallmadge  was  nominated,  by  the  Whig 
caucus,  for  re-election  to  the  United  States  Senate. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  party  were  inclined  to 
oppose  the  nomination  of  that  gentleman,  notwith- 
standing his  exertions  in  support  of  the  Whig  ticket 
at  the  fall  election,  but  no  effort  was  made  to  defeat 
him  at  the  caucus. 

The  individuals  nominated  by  the  Whig  caucus, 
were  all  chosen  by  the  Legislature,  in  joint  meeting, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Tallmadge.  The  House 
nominated  the  candidate  selected  in  caucus;  but  the 
Senate  refused  to  make  any  nomination.  The  pro- 
ceedings in  that  body  were  similar  to  those  which 
took  place  in  1825.  Six  different  ballots  were  had, 
but  as  the  Democratic  Senators  divided  their  votes, 
and  were  determined  to  prevent  an  election,  no 
choice  was  made.  On  the  sixth  ballot,  all  the 
Whigs,  and  two  Democrats,  voted  for  Samuel  Beards- 
ley,  who  wanted  but  one  vote  of  receiving  the  nomi- 
nation. The  majority  then  refused  to  ballot  again, 
and  claimed  that  they  possessed  equal  power  with 
the  House,  in  the  choice  of  Senators,  and  that  the 
election  should  be  made  by  joint  resolution.  Mr. 
Paige  made  an  able  report  in  justification  of  this 
course,  but  a  majority  of  the  electors  in  the  State  did 
not  seem  to  be  convinced  by  his  arguments,  if  we  may 
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regard  the  result  of  the  succeeding  election  as  any  in- 
dication of  their  views.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
one  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  died  in  January  of 
this  year,  and  the  Legislature  appointed  Samuel  B. 
Ruggles,  the  author  of  the  celebrated  Report  on  In- 
ternal Improvements,  made  to  the  Legislature  in  1838, 
as  his  successor. 

James  Porter,  a  prominent  member  of  the  old  Albany 
Regency,  died  in  the  winter  of  1839.  His  death  oc- 
casioned a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Register  in  Chan- 
cery, which  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  John 
M.  Davison,  of  Saratoga.  The  office  was  successive- 
ly tendered,  by  the  Chancellor,  to  Azariah  C.  Flagg, 
and  Samuel  L.  Edwards,  a  Senator  from  the  Seventh 
District,  both  of  whom  declined  accepting  it. 

The  ensuing  Presidential  election  was  looked  for- 
ward  to  with  much  anxiety,  in  1839,  and  occasioned 
considerable  excitement  throughout  the  country.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  visited  this  State  in  the  summer  of  that 
year,  and  was  cordially  welcomed  at  all  the  principal 
places  on  his  route,  by  large  concourses  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. The  result  of  this  tour  was  unfavorable  to  the 
President.  Upon  his  first  landing  at  the  city  of  New- 
York,  he  was  addressed  by  John  W.  Edmonds,  on 
behalf  of  the  citizens,  in  a  speech  which  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  allude,  in  his  reply,  to  the  political 
contests  and  divisions  that  were  agitating  the  pub- 
lic mind.  The  opposition  immediately  charged  him 
with  making  an  electioneering  tour  ;  and  they  also 
availed  themselves  of  every  unintentional  neglect,  on 
his  part,  to  notice  individual  members  of  the  numer- 
ous crowds  that  waited  on  him,  to  excite  the  animos- 
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ity  and  ill-feeling  of  the  objects  of  these  fancied  griev- 
ances. The  State  elections,  in  the  summer  and  fall  of 
1S39,  were  quite  favorable  to  the  National  Administra- 
tion, but  the  result  of  the  November  election  in  New- 
York  dissipated  many  of  the  hopes  which  had  been 
predicated  upon  them.  The  Democrats  succeeded  in 
the  First,  Second,  and  Fifth  Districts,  and  the  Whigs 
carried  the  remainder  ;  which  secured  to  them,  for  the 
first  time,  a  majority  in  the  State  Senate.  Minthorne 
Tompkins  was  elected  in  the  First  Senatorial  District, 
in  the  place  of  Henry  Floyd  Jones  ;  John  Hunter  was 
re-elected  in  the  Second  District ;  Erastus  Root  was 
chosen  from  the  Third  District,  in  the  place  of  James 
Powers,  and  Mitchell  Sanford,  and  Friend  Humphrey, 
were  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Noadiah  Johnson,  and  the  resignation  of 
Edward  P.  Livingston.  James  G.  Hopkins  was  re- 
turned from  the  Fourth  District,  in  the  place  of  David 
Spraker :  Sumner  Ely,  from  the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of 
Micah  Sterling;  Andrew  B.  Dickinson, from  the  Sixth, 
in  the  place  of  George  Huntington  ;  Mark  H.  Sibley, 
from  the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  John  Beardsley;  and 
Abram  Dixon,  from  the  Eighth,  in  the  place  of  Chaun- 
cey  J.  Fox.  The  Whigs  also  elected  about  seventy 
members  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  Messrs.  Patter- 
son, Porter,  Denniston,  L.  S.  Chatfield,  and  A.  G 
Chatfield,  were  re-elected.  Henry  G.  Wheaton,  of 
Albany,  Wm.  H.Van  Schoonhoven  of  Rensselaer,  Geo. 
A.  Simmons  of  Essex,  John  A.  King  of  Queens.  Wm. 
Duer,  of  Oswego,  and  Seth  C.  Hawley,  of  Erie,  all 
talented  and  influential  Whigs,  were  returned  from 
their  respective  counties. 
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The  Whig  National  Convention,  for  the  nomination 
of  candidates  for  President  and  Vice  President,  met  at 
Harrisburg  on  the  first  day  of  December.  The  name 
of  Mr.  Webster  had  been  mentioned,  in  connection 
with  the  Presidency,  but  he  positively  declined  being 
a  candidate,  early  in  the  summer  of  this  year.  The 
most  prominent  individuals  urged  before  the  Conven- 
tion, were  Gen.  Harrison,  Mr.  Clay,  and  Gen.  Scott. 
The  last  named  gentleman  was  brought  forward  by 
Charles  King,  of  the  New- York  American,  and  seve- 
ral other  leading  Whigs  in  the  State,  but  a  short  time 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Convention.  It  was  also 
said,  that  some  of  the  confidential  friends  of  Gov.  Sew- 
ard were  concerned  in  this  movement,  and  that  the 
object  was  to  prevent  the  selection  of  Mr.  Clay,  not  so 
much,  perhaps,  out  of  personal  opposition  to  him,  as 
from  the  fear  that  he  could  not  secure  the  votes  of  the 
non-slaveholdins:  States  against  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The 
contest  between  the  friends  of  the  different  candidates, 
was  warm  and  spirited,  and  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty that  a  choice  was  eventually  made.  The  name 
of  Gen.  Scott  was  withdrawn,  and  his  friends  cast 
their  votes  for  Gen.  Harrison,  who  was  duly  nomi- 
nated. Mr.  Clay  received  about  ninety  votes,  on  the 
last  ballot.  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  who  had  sup- 
ported the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clay,  was  selected  as 
the  candidate  for  Vice  President.  The  Convention 
adjourned,  without  adopting  any  address,  or  resolutions, 
expressive  of  their  views  on  political  questions.  The 
cause  of  this  neglect  was  generally  understood  to  be, 
that  the  members  of  the  Convention  were  so  much 
divided  on  certain  measures  then  in  agitation,  that  it 
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would  have  been  impossible  to  harmonize  the  conflict- 
ing opinions  that  were  entertained  ;  and  subsequent 
events  established  the  correctness  of  this  supposition. 
The  nominations  of  the  Harrisburg  Convention  were 
not  generally  popular  at  first,  but  the  ill-advised,  and 
unmerited  attacks,  of  several  of  the  most  influential 
Democratic  journals  in  the  country,  on  the  public  and 
private  character  of  Gen.  Harrison,  aroused  a  feeling 
of  sympathy  in  his  behalf,  which  was  soon  changed 
into  one  of  irresistible  enthusiasm. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  assembled  at  Albany, 
on  the  seventh  day  of  January,  1840.  Mr.  Patterson 
was  re-elected  Speaker,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  L.  S. 
Chatfield.  The  vote  on  the  Speakership  stood — sixty- 
eight  to  fifty-six.  The  Governor's  views  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  internal  improvements,  as  avowed 
in  his  message  to  the  two  houses,  were  mainly  in  ac- 
cordance with  those  previously  expressed.  Although 
he  urged  with  much  earnestness  and  ability,  the  im- 
portance of  completing  the  public  works,  he  stated 
that  the  cost  would  far  exceed  the  estimates  made  by 
the  Canal  Commissioners  and  Engineers,  and  that 
his  former  recommendations  were  based  on  those  esti- 
mates. He  also  added,  that  if  the  actual  amount  ne- 
cessary for  the  construction  of  the  Black  River  and 
Genesee  Valley  canal  had  been  known,  it  was  exceed- 
ingly doubtful,  in  his  opinion,  whether  they  would  have 
been  undertaken.  The  message  recommended  various 
improvements  in  the  judiciary  system  of  the  State, 
and  the  amendment  of  the  law  providing  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  avails  of  the  Common  School  fund, 
so  that  the  children  of  foreigners  could  receive  their 
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share  of  the  public  bounty,  and  at  the  same  time  be 
educated  by  teachers  speaking  the  same  language, 
and  professing  the  same  religious  faith  with  themselves. 
The  controversy  with  the  authorities  of  Virginia, 
in  relation  to  the  surrender  of  three  persons  as  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  charged  with  having  feloniously 
stolen  a  negro  slave  in  that  State,  was  reviewed  by 
the  Governor,  who  alledged,  as  his  reason  for  de- 
clining to  comply  with  the  requisition  made  upon 
him,  that  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  "the  acts 
charged  upon  the  persons  demanded  were  not  recog- 
nized as  criminal  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  or  by  the 
universal  laws  of  all  civilized  countries ;  and  that 
consequently  the  case  did  not  fall  within  the  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Almost  the  first  business  of  the  Legislature,  was 
the  re-election  of  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge  to  the  office 
of  United  States  Senator.  He  received  the  entire 
Whig  vote  in  the  two  houses,  with  the  exception  of  the 
absentees.  A  bill  was  passed,  on  the  13th  of  January, 
appointing  Thurlow  Weed,  of  the  Evening  Journal, 
State  Printer,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Croswell.  The  De- 
mocratic Canal  Commissioners,  Messrs.  Young,  Bow- 
man, Bouck,  Earll,  and  Baker,  were  removed  in  the 
month  of  February;  and  Asa  Whitney,  S.  Newton 
Dexter,  David  Hudson,  George  II.  Boughton,  and 
Henry  Hamilton,  all  of  whom  were  active  and  zeal- 
ous Whigs,  were  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies.  At 
the  Whig  Legislative  caucus,  it  was  at  one  time  de- 
termined to  retain  Mr.   Bouck  in  office,  OH  .'mm-, dint  of 

his  long  practical  experience  ;  hut  the  members  soon 
found  that  they  could  only  satisfy  their  friends  by  a 
28 
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1  searching'   removal   of    their   political    opponents. 
One  of  the  most  prominent  subjects  discussed  by  the 
Legislature,  was  the  bill  providing  for  a  registration 
of  voters  in  the  city  of  New-York,  previous  to  an  elec- 
tion.    The  Democratic  members  of  the  Legislature,, 
and  especially  those  from  the  city  of  New- York,  ear- 
nestly opposed  the  bill,  but  it  eventually  passed  both 
houses,  and  received  the  signature  of  the  Governor. 
The  absorbing  topic  of  conversation  during   the 
spring  and  summer  of  1840,  was  the  approaching 
Presidential  election.     Martin  Van  Buren  was  unani- 
mously nominated  for  re-election,  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  which  met  at  Baltimore  on  the 
5th  day  of  May.     No  nomination  was  made  for  Vice 
President,  in  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  can- 
didates before  the  Convention.     Col.  Johnson,  how- 
ever, was  subsequently  nominated  by  the  New- York 
State  Convention,  and  he  received  the  support  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  Democratic  electors  in  the  Union. 
The  Independent  Treasury  bill  became  a  law  on  the 
4th  day  of  July  ;  and,  from  this  time  forward,  the  most 
powerful  efforts  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  moneyed 
interests,  to  be  affected  by  its  provisions,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.    Large, 
sums  of  money  were  expended  by  both  parties,  in 
publishing  tracts  and   pamphlets  on  political  ques- 
tions.    A  great  number  of  newspapers,  to  be  contin- 
ued until  after  the  election,  were  printed  in  almost 
every  State.     Among  the  best-conducted  organs  of 
this  class,  was  "  The  Log  Cabin,"  a  Whig  paper,  pub- 
lished in  the  city  of  New- York,  by  Horace  Greeley, 
one  of  the  ablest  and  most  fearless  editors  in  the  coun- 
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try.  Mr.  Greeley  afterwards  established  the  New- 
York  Tribune,  in  connection  with  Thomas  McEl- 
rath,  and  has  on  several  occasions  rendered  efficient 
service  to  the  Whig  party  in  the  State  and  Nation. 

The  Whig  State  Convention  met  at  Utica,  on  the 
12th  day  of  August.  Messrs.  Seward  and  Bradish 
were  re-nominated,  with  entire  unanimity.  The  De- 
mocratic Convention  assembled  at  Syracuse  on  the 
2d  of  September.  William  C.  Bouck,  Silas  Wright, 
Jr.,  John  A.  Dix,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  were  pre- 
sented  to  the  Convention,  by  their  friends,  on  the  in- 
formal ballot  for  Governor.  Letters  were  then  pro- 
duced from  Messrs.  Wright,  Savage,  and  Butler,  re- 
questing that  their  names  might  not  be  used,  where- 
upon Mr.  Bouck  received  the  unanimous  nomination 
of  the  Convention.  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  a  leading 
Democratic  member  of  the  State  Senate,  from  Brcome 
county,  was  selected  as  the  candidate  for  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor. The  Abolitionists  supported  Gerrit  Smith 
for  the  office  of  Governor,  and  Charles  O.  Shepard 
for  that  of  Lieut.  Governor.  The  candidates  of  the 
same  party,  for  Preside) it  and  Vice  President,  were 
James  G.  Birney,  of  Michigan,  and  Thomas  Earle,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

After  the  announcement  of  the  Gubernatorial  nom- 
inations, the  contest  between  the  two  great  parties 
became  still  more  animated  and  exciting.  I  ,arge  and 
enthusiastic  mass  meetings  were  held  in  all  the  prin- 
cipal cities  and  towns.  The  persons  who  attended 
these  gatherings, from  a  distance,  collected  in  proces- 
sions, and  marched  through  the  streets,  with  hands 
of  music,   banners  and  devices,  of  every  kind  and 
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description.  The  sober,  reflecting  judgment,  which 
should  always  prompt  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  appeared  to  have  entirely  given  way  to  the 
prevailing  excitement.  It  may  well  be,  that  this  effer- 
vescence of  popular  enthusiasm  ought  not  to  be  too 
severely  censured,  because  it  is,  in  some  degree,  the 
offspring  of  our  Democratic  institutions  ;  but  it  is 
well  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  our  statesmen 
and  politicians,  to  inquire  whether  or  no  a  change 
could  be  made,  that  would  secure  a  calmer  and  more 
dispassionate  expression  of  the  public  will. 

The  November  election  resulted  in  the  complete 
overthrow  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  majority 
for  the  Harrison  electoral  ticket,  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  was  thirteen  thousand,  two  hundred  and  ninety. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  abandoned  by  some  three  or  four 
thousand  voters,  in  the  State,  who  were  opposed  to  the 
financial  policy  which  he  advocated,  and  who  voted 
for  the  Democratic  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut. 
Governor.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Govern- 
or was  four  hundred  forty-one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eighty-one.  Mr.  Seward  received  two  hundred 
twenty-two  thousand  and  eleven ;  Mr.  Bouck,  two 
hundred  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight ; 
and  Mr.  Smith,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
two.  The  counties  in  the  Southern  and  Eastern  por- 
tions of  the  State  gave  very  respectable  majorities  for 
the  Democratic  ticket ;  but  in  the  Northern  and  West- 
ern counties  the  Whig  preponderance  was  overwhelm- 
ing. The  aggregate  majority  for  Gov.  Seward,  in 
St.  Lawrence,  Essex.  Franklin,  Clinton,  Jefferson, 
and  Oswego,  where  the  excitement  in  relation  to  the 
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insurrection  in  Canada  was  still  kept  up,  exceeded 
seventeen  hundred.  The  counties  of  Genesee  and 
Erie,  each,  gave  about  three  thousand  majority  against 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor. 

The  Senators  chosen  this  year  were,  John  B.  Scott, 
from  the  First  District,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Tallmadge  ; 
Robert  Denniston,  from  the  Second,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Van  Dyck,  who  had  become  one  of  the  editors 
and  proprietors  of  the  Albany  Argus  ;  Henry  W. 
Strong,  from  the  Third,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sanford ; 
John  W.  Taylor,  from  the  Fourth,  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  Young ;  Henry  A.  Foster,  from  the  Fifth,  in 
the  place  of  David  Wager  ;  Nehemiah  Piatt,  from  the 
Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dickinson  ;  and  Elijah 
Rhoades,  from  the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Samuel 
L.  Edwards.  Samuel  Works  was  re-elected  in  the 
Eighth  District.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Piatt,  Rhoades, 
and  Works,  were  Whigs ;  the  other  Senators  elect 
were  Democrats.  Of  the  members  of  Assembly 
chosen  at  this  election,  sixty-six  were  Whigs,  and 
sixty-two  were  Democrats.  Messrs.  W  baton,  Haw- 
ley,  Simmons,  P.  B.  Porter,  Jr.,  Duer,  L.  S.  Chatfield, 
VanSchoonhoven,andA.G.  Cliatheld,  were  re-elected. 
The  Whigs  elected  Alvah  \\  orden,  in  Ontario;  Levi 
Hubbell,  the  late  Adjutant  General,  in  Tompkins; 
Erastus  1).  Culver,  in  Washington  ;  and  John  M. 
Holley.  in  Wayne.  The  most  prominent  Demo- 
crats chosen,  were  Michael  Hoffman  and  Arphaxed 
Loomis.  from  Herkimer;  David  K.  l\  Jones,  and  John 
L I  t'Sullivan,  from  New- York  ;  William  'Taylor,  from 
Onondaga;  and  John  W.  Lawrence,  from  Queens. 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  ihe  5th  dayof  Janu- 
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ary,  1841.  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jr.,  was  elected  Speaker, 
over  Levi  S.  Chatfield,  the  candidate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic members,  by  a  strict  party  vote.  Gov.  Seward 
repeated,  in  his  annual  message,  the  recommendation 
which  he  had  previously  made  in  regard  to  the  in- 
struction of  the  children  of  adopted  citizens,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  common  school  law.  He  stated 
that  the  commissioners  appointed  in  1840,  to  mediate 
a  settlement  between  the  occupants  of  the  manor  of 
Rensselaerwyck  and  their  landlords,  had  discharged 
the  duty  assigned  to  them,  and  would  soon  make  their 
report.  He  also  recommended  an  expression;  on  the 
part  of  the  Legislature,  in  favor  of  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  States ; 
and  advised  the  completion  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
Erie  canal,  and  the  other  works  commenced  by  the 
State.  That  portion  of  the  message  relating  to  inter- 
nal improvements,  concluded  with  the  following  para- 
graph : 

"  I  tender  you  my  congratulations  upon  the  happy 
termination  of  the  embarrassments  to  which  it  has 
been  my  duty  to  refer.  The  people  of  the  State  have 
stood  firm  by  the  pillars  of  her  strength  and  glory. 
Time  enough  has  elapsed  to  show  that  our  fiscal  con- 
dition is  sound;  that,  although  the  expense  of  our 
improvements  was  erroneously  estimated,  our  reve- 
nues are  abundantly  adequate ;  and  that,  with  judi- 
cious management,  we  may  persevere  firmly  in  the 
policy  of  internal  improvement,  with  a  confident  ex- 
pectation of  accomplishing  ultimately  all  that  has 
been  contemplated." 

The  nett  revenues  of  all  the  canals,  during  the  pre- 
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vious  fiscal  year,  after  paying  the  interest  on  the  debt 
for  the  enlargement,  and  deducting  all  the  expendi- 
tures and  deficiencies  on  the  lateral  canals,  was  stated 
in  the  message  to  be  upwards  of  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thousand  dollars. 

On  the  12th  day  of  January,  the  Governor  recom- 
mended to  the  Senate  the  removal  of  Robert  H.  Mor- 
ris, from  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  upon  the  ground  that  he  had  seized  certain 
papers,  alledged  to  contain  the  evidence  of  extensive 
frauds  perpetrated  on  the  elective  franchise,  which  were 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  a  private  citizen,  and  deliv- 
ered up,  under  the  influence  of  the  threat,  that 
force  would  be  used  in  case  of  a  refusal  to  surrender; 
and  that  the  Recorder  had  justified  the  seizure,  in  a 
charge  delivered  to  the  grand  jury,  impanneled  at 
the  November  term  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions. 
The  Whig  majority  in  the  Senate  acted  promptly 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive,  and  re- 
moved Mr.  Morris  from  office,  notwithstanding  the 
urgent  remonstrances  of  Mr.  Strong,  and  other  Demo- 
cratic Senators,  who  insisted  that  no  judicial  officer 
ought  to  be  removed,  without  resorting  to  the  ordinary 
legal  course  of  impeachment.  Frederick  A.  Tall- 
madge,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  First 
District,  was  soon  after  appointed  to  the  vacant  Re- 
COrdership.  The  removal  of  Mr.  Morris  created  a 
strong  feeling  of  indignation  among  the  Democrats  in 
the  city  of  New- York  :  he  was  subsequently  nomi- 
nated  as  their  candidate   lor  Mayor,  at    the  charter 

election  in  L84l,ahd  succeeded  over  his  Whig  oppo- 
nent, by  a  large  majority. 
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The  official  returns  of  the  Electoral  votes  for  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  were  counted  and  declared,, 
in  joint  session  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  on  the 
10th  day  of  February.  The  tellers  announced  that 
William  Henry  Harrison  had  received  two  hundred 
and  thirty-four  votes  for  President,  and  Martin  Van 
Buren  sixty;  and  that  John  Tyler  had  received  two 
hundred  and  thirty-four  votes  for  Vice  President ; 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  forty-eight ;  Littleton  "VV.  Taze- 
well, eleven  ;  and  James  K.  Polk,  one. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  New- York  Legis- 
lature, in  the  month  of  February,  requesting  the  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  from  this  State,  to  oppose 
any  measure  calculated  to  prevent  the  distribution  of 
the  entire  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  after  deduct- 
ing such  appropriations  as  might  be  made,  for  public 
purposes,  to  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  which 
they  were  situated.  Acts  were  also  passed  at  this 
session,  appropriating  eight  thousand  dollars,  per  an- 
num, for  five  years,  to  the  several  counties  in  the 
State,  to  be  divided  among  them,  in  rateable  propor- 
tions, for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  household 
manufactures  ;  and  authorizing  a  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canalr 
and  the  construction  of  the  Black  River  and  Genesee 
Valley  canals.  Gen.  Root  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion into  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of 
a  National  Bank,  which  received  the  approbation  of 
the  Evening  Journal,  the  acknowledged  organ  of  the 
administration,  but  was  not  sustained  by  a  majority 
of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Loom  is  presented  a  resolu- 
tion, in  the  Assembly,  which  was  afterwards  known 
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as  "  The  People's  Resolution/'  adopting  the  principle 
of  a  resolution  passed  at  the  Equal  Rights,  or  Loco 
Foco  State  Convention,  in  1S37,  and  providing  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  prohibit 
any  increase  of  the  State  debt,  unless  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  people.  This  resolution  was  discussed 
with  great  ability,  by  several  members  of  the  Assembly, 
but  did  not  obtain  a  favorable  vote.  An  attempt  was 
made,  at  this  session,  to  pass  a  law,  dividing  the  State 
into  election  districts,  and  restricting  the  elections  to  one 
dav  :  but,  as  the  Democrats  of  the  House  were  in  the 
majority  for  several  days  prior  to  the  adjournment,  in 
consequence  of  the  defection  and  absence  of  three  or  four 
of  the  Whig  members,  they  refused  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  unless  it  was  accompanied  with  the  repeal  of 
the  Registry  law  in  the  city  of  New- York  ;  and  it  was, 
therefore,  lost.  A  bill,  containing  similar  provisions, 
and  applicable  only  to  the  cities  of  the  State,  was 
passed  a  short  time  previous  to  the  adjournment. 

The  Whig  party  in  the  State  and  Union  never  en- 
joyed brighter,  or  fairer  prospects,  to  all  outward  ap- 
pearances, than  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of 
Gen.  Harrison.  The  selection  of  his  cabinet  very 
naturally  occasioned  some  diiliculty  and  embarrass- 
ment, and  the  appointment  of  Francis  Granger  to  the 
office  of  Post  Master  General,  was  not,  at  first,  quite 
acceptable  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Seward  ;  but  the  ma- 
ny estimable  qualities  of  the  President,  and  his  evi- 
dent desire  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
his  parly,  so  far  ;is  hecould  consistently  do  so,  assured 
him  their  respect  and  confidence.  One  brief  month 
marred  all  these  glorious  prospects,  and  dissipated  these 
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flattering  anticipations.  Gen.  Harrison  died  on  the 
4th  day  of  April,  1841.  The  announcement  of  this 
afflicting  dispensation  spread  a  deep  gloom  over  the 
country.  All  felt  the  bereavement :  all  sympathized 
with  those  who  mourned.  To  the  Whig  party,  the  death 
of  the  President  was  an  irreparable  loss.  The  Execu- 
tive duties  devolved  on  Mr.  Tyler,  who  was  more 
than  suspected  to  entertain  views  and  opinions,  not 
in  accordance  with  the  majority  of  his  political  friends. 
The  Extra  session  of  Congress,  which  convened  on 
the  31st  day  of  May,  in  pursuance  of  the  proclamation 
of  President  Harrison,  issued  on  the  17th  of  March, 
aroused  the  elements  of  discord,  and  paved  the 
way  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Whig  party. 
The  various  plans  adopted  by  the  two  houses,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  National  Bank,  or  Fiscal  Agent, 
were  vetoed  by  the  President,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
monstrances of  the  Whig  leaders,  who  bore  up  gal- 
lantly against  the  approaching  storm.  The  refractory 
course  of  Mr.  Tyler  was  followed  by  the  dissolution 
of  his  cabinet,  and  his  complete  separation  from  the 
great  body  of  the  voters  who  had  given  him  their 
suffrages,  at  the  election  in  1S40. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  returned  to  his  native  State,  soon  after 
the  inauguration  of  Gen.  Harrison.  He  was  received 
by  his  political  friends  with  the  most  unequivocal 
evidences  of  their  continued  attachment  and  reeard. 
These  expressions  of  unabated  confidence  and  respect, 
on  the  part  of  the  Democracy  of  New-York,  must  have 
gone  far  to  recompense  him  for  his  defeat. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1S41,  William  Kent,  a  son 
of  Chancellor  Kent,  and  an  able  lawyer  and  ripe  scho- 
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lar,  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  First  Circuit,  in  the 
place  of  Ogden  Edwards,  whose  constitutional  term 
of  office  had  expired. 

A  Whig  State  Convention  was  held  at  Syracuse,  on 
the  6th  day  of  October,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  issued 
by  the  State  Central  Committee,  said  to  have  been 
drawn  up  by  John  C.  Spencer,  whom  Mr.  Tyler  had 
appointed  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  re-construction  of 
his  cabinet.  Resolutions  were  adopted,  condemning 
the  Vetos  of  the  President,  but  not  entirely  disapprov- 
ing: of  his  administration.  The  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  were  not  decided  in  their  character,  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  whigs  were  already  alarmed,  on 
account  of  the  unfavorable  result  of  the  summer  and 
fall  elections  in  other  States.  The  "patriot"  excite- 
ment, on  the  northern  frontier,  was  renewed  this  fall, 
by  the  trial  and  acquittal  of  Alexander  Mc  Leod,  one 
of  the  individuals  present  at  the  burning  of  the  steam- 
er Caroline.  The  prosecution  was  ably  conducted 
by  Mr.  Hall,  the  Attorney  General ;  but  the  failure  to 
convict  the  prisoner,  was  brought  as  a  charge  against 
the  State  administration,  which  Gov.  Seward  found 
it  as  impossible  to  meet,  as  Gov.  Marcy  did  to  defend 
his  orders  for  preventing  breaches  of  the  law,  in  1837 
and  1838.  Mr.  Seward  possessed  a  large  number  of 
firm  .uid  devoted  friends;  but  from  his  first  entrance 
upon  the  duties  of  the  Executive  office,  he  had  en- 
countered jealousies  aiid  heart-burnings,  among  the 
members  of  the  party  who  were  formerly   National 

Republicans,  which  he  found  himself  unable  to  allay. 

1  !■•  endeavored  tnonnliate  the  goodwill  oft  he  mass* 

by  advocating  popular  doctrines;  and  attempted  to 
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convert  his  personal  enemies  into  friends,  by  the  be- 
stowal of  official  favor  and  patronage.  All  his  efforts 
to  unite  and  strengthen  the  party,  under  him  as  its 
leader,  were  unsuccessful  and  unfortunate.  Without 
the  ambitious  daring  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  or  the  pro- 
found knowledge  of  human  nature  which  distin- 
guished Martin  Van  Buren  as  a  politician,  he  could 
do  but  little  to  avert  the  impending  overthrow  of  the 
Whig  ascendancy. 

The  November  election  restored  the  Democratic 
party  to  their  former  position  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  The  Senators  elected  this  year,  were 
Isaac  L.  Varian,  in. the  place  of  Mr.  Verplanck,  and 
Morris  Franklin,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Tompkins,  re- 
signed, from  the  First  District ;  Abraham  Bockee,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Second;  Eras- 
tus  Corning,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Humphrey,  from  the 
Third ;  Edmund  Varney,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Lee, 
from  the  Fourth  ;  William  Ruger,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Skinner,  from  the  Fifth  ;  James  Faulkner,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Hull,  from  the  Sixth  ;  William  Bartlit, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Maynard,  and  Lyman  Sherwood, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sibley,  from  the  Seventh ;  and 
Gideon  Hard,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Moseley,  from  the 
Eighth  District.  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Hard  were 
the  only  Whig  Senators  elected.  Ninety-five  of  the 
members  of  Assembly  chosen  at  this  election  were 
Democrats,  and  thirty-three  were  Whigs.  Messrs. 
Simmons,  Loomis,  Hoffman,  O'Suliivan,  Jones,  Tay- 
lor, L.  S.  Chatfield,  and  Lawrence,  were  re-elected. 
The  Democrats  returned  John  A.  Dix,  from  the 
county  of  Albany ;  Lemuel  Stetson,  from  Clinton  . 
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Samuel  G.  Hathaway,  Jr.,  from  CritY  in  the  Senate> 
Lott,  from  Kings  ;  Horatio  Seymo*  that  were  made, 
Sanford  E.  Church,  from  Orleans  ;  (?d  by  their  own 
from  Rensselaer ;  Calvin  T.  HulburdJccessful  at  the 
rence ;  John  Cramer  and  Halsey  Rog 
atoga;  Ziba  A.  Leland,  from  Steuben  ;  d}is  intention 
phrey,  from  Tompkins  ;  and  Theron  R.  StRhe  New" 
Wayne.  Albert  Smith  was  elected,  by  the  Wfi£es  of 
Genesee ;  and  Peter  M.  Pox,  by  the  same  party?3*? 
the  county  of  Ontario. 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  4th  day  of  Jan- 
uary.    Levi  S.  Chat  field  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the 
House.     The  Governor  again  urged  the  modification 
of  the  Common  School  system,  and  the  speedy  en- 
largement of  the  Erie  canal.     He  stated  that  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  State  amounted  to   seventeen   mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  that  the  cost  of  the  works  in 
progress,    would    exceed    thirty-six    millions.       He 
recommended  that  the  tolls  on  the  canal  should  be 
increased  twenty  per  cent,  after  the  enlargement  had 
been  completed,  and  argued  that  the  depreciation  in 
the  value  of  the  State  stocks,  arose  from  some  general 
cause  affecting  all  governmental  securities,  which  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  re- 
lieve.    The  financial  policy  of  the  State  was  discuss- 
ed, at  considerable  length,  during  the  session,  and  a 
law  was  finally  passed,  in  pursuance  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Flagg,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide 
for  paying  the  debt  and  preserving  the  credit  of  the 
State."     By  this  act,  a  tax  was  authorized  to  1"-  raised 
of  one  mill  on  every  dollar  of  the  valuation  of  real 
and  personal  estate;  and  the  revenues  of  the  State 
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do  br 
TTT.s  resolution  in  relation  to  the  increase  of  the  State 

debt,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which 
was  ably  supported  by  a  number  of  the  Democratic 
members,  but  was  ultimately  lost.  Mr.  0:Sullivan  also 
made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  procure  the  abolition 
of  capital  punishment. 

The  Democratic  members  of  the  Legislature,  who 
were  now  in  the  majority,  took  measures  for  the  elec- 
tion of  new  State  officers,  and  Canal  Commissioners. 
At  the  caucus  held  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  day  of 
February,  Azariah  C.  Flagg  was  almost  unanimously 
nominated  for  the  office  of  Comptroller.  He  received 
one  hundred  and  five  votes,  and  there  were  two  blanks. 
Samuel  Young  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  State,. 
George  P.  Barker  for  Attorney  General,  Thomas  Far- 
rington  Treasurer,  and  Nathaniel  Jones  Surveyor 
General.  The  principal  candidates  voted  for  in  op- 
position, were  Samuel  W.  Jones,  Robert  H.  Morris, 
Erastus  Hamilton,  and  John  Morgan.  Jonas  Earll, 
Jr.,  James  Hooker,  Daniel  P.  Bissell,  George  W.  Lit- 
tle, Benjamin  Enos,  and  Stephen  Clark,  were  nomi-* 
nated  for  Canal  Commissioners.  All  these  selec- 
tions were  subsequently  ratified  by  the  Legislature^ 
The   nominations   of   the    Governor    were   not    sc* 
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generally  confirmed  by  the  majority  in  the  Senate, 
who  rejected  a  large  number  of  those  that  were  made, 
in  order  that  the  offices  might  be  filled  by  their  own 
friends,  in  case  the  Democrats  were  successful  at  the 
next  Gubernatorial  election. 

Mr.  Seward  signified,  at  an  early  day,  his  intention 
not  to  be  a  candidate  for  a  re-nomination .    The  New- 
York  Commercial  Advertiser  presented  the  names  of 
Luther  Bradish,  for  Governor,  and  John  A.  Collier, 
who   had    succeeded    Mr.    Cooke,  in   the  office  of 
Comptroller,  for  Lieut.  Governor.     Mr.  Collier,  how- 
ever, was  desirous  of  taking  the  place  of  Mr.  Sew- 
ard, and   his   friends  urged   his  name,  with  much 
warmth  and  tenacity,  at  the  Whig  State  Convention, 
which  assembled  at  Syracuse  on  the  7th  day  of  Sep- 
tember.   Mr.  Bradish  received  the  Gubernatorial  nom- 
ination ;  and  that  of  Lieut.  Governor  was  tendered  to 
Mr.  Collier,  but  he  declined  accepting  it.     Gabriel 
Furman,  of  Kings  county,  was  then  selected  by  the 
Convention.     The  Democratic  Convention   also  as- 
sembled at  Syracuse  on  the  same  day.     William  C. 
Bouck,  and  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  were  selected,  by 
open  nomination,  as  the  candidates  for  Governor  and 
Lieut.  Governor,  without  a  dissenting  voice.     The 
candidates  put  in  nomination  by  the  Liberty  party, 
were  Alvan  Stewart  of  Oneida,  and  Charles  O.  Shep- 
ard  of  Wyoming. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


1842. — Preparation  for  the  fall  Election — Complete  restoration  of  the 
Democratic  party  to  power — Messrs.  Bouck  and  Dickinson  elected 
by  a  large  majority — John  C.  Wright — John  Porter — Harvey  Put- 
nam— Edward  Sanford — Lorenzo  Sherwood — Charles  P.  Daly — 
William  F.  Allen— Richard  H.  Williams— Thomas  T.  Flagler— 
Legislative  session  of  1843 — Message  of  Gov.  Bouck — Opposition 
to  the  election  of  Edwin  Croswell  as  State  Printer — Divisions  in  the 
Democratic  party — Attempt  to  censure  Col.  Young — Distribution 
of  the  Natural  History  of  the  State — Two-Thirds  Bills — Re-elec- 
tion of  Silas  Weight,  Jr.,  to  the  United  States  Senate — Hostility 
to  the  administration  of  Gov.  Bouck — Rejection  of  the  Executive 
nominations — Preparation  for  the  Presidential  Election — No- 
vember Election  in  1843 — Orville  Clark — George  C.  Sher- 
man— Albert  Lester — Ashley  Sampson — Joseph  S.  Bosworth — 
Daniel  Lee — Archibald  L.  Linn — Nathaniel  W.  Davis — Leg- 
islative session  of  1844 — Amendment  of  the  Constitution — 
Apprehensions  of  the  Conservatives,  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Bouck 
— Project  of  a  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution — The  Clinton 
Prison — Death  of  Judge  Cowen,  and  appointment  of  Samuel 
Beardsley  as  one  cf  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
— Amasa  J.  Parker — Proceedings  of  the  Democratic  Legislative 
Caucus  in  1844 — The  Native  American  party — Annexation  of 
Texas — Whig  National  Convention — Nomination  of  Henry  Clay 
and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen — Opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
nomination  of  James  K.  Polk  and  George  M.  Dallas,  as  the  Dem- 
ocratic candidates  for  President  and  Vice  President — James  G. 
Birney  and  Thomas  Morris  nominated  by  the  Abolitionists — The 
State  Conventions — Silas  Wright  nominated  for  Governor,  and 
Addison  Gardiner  for  Lieutenant  Governor — Millard  Fillmore  and 
Samuel  J.  Wilkin  presented  by  the  Whig  party — November  Elec- 
tion— The  Democrats  successful  in  the  State  and  Nation — 1S44. 

A  Convention  of  the  Whig  young  men  of  the 
State,  was  held  at  Auburn,  on  the  21st  day  of  Septem- 
ber. Many  of  the  ablest  and  most  influential  parti- 
zans,  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition,  were  present. 
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The  proceedings  were  earnest  and  enthusiastic.  The 
members  of  the  Convention,  as  was  the  case  with  the 
large  majority  of  the  younger  and  more  ambitious 
spirits  in  the  party,  manifested  a  sincere  attachment 
to  Gov.  Seward,  and  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  his  po- 
litical course  and  reputation.  But  the  one  great  ob- 
ject which  they  presented,  in  bolder  relief,  was  the 
name  of  Henry  Clay,  as  their  candidate  for  the  next 
Presidency.  It  was  felt  to  be  highly  necessary  to 
secure  the  vote  of  New- York,  at  the  approaching 
election,  and  it  could  only  be  done  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  spirit  which  they  hoped  to  arouse  in  fa- 
vor of  some  popular  champion  of  their  political  faith. 
Mr.  Clay,  above  all  others,  was  the  man  in  whose  be- 
half it  was  possible  to  excite  a  deep  feeling  of  enthusi- 
asm. Respect  for  his  character,  his  talents,  his  eminent 
public  services,  and  his  indignant  denunciations  of  the 
Tyler  administration,  was  a  sentiment  universally  en- 
tertained by  the  members  of  the  Whig  party.  Nu- 
merous meetings  were  held  by  them,  in  various  parts 
of  the  State,  at  which  this  feeling  was  exhibited  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  mistaken. 

The  merits  of  their  candidates  for  Governor  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  appeared  to  be  nearly  over- 
looked by  the  Whigs,  during  the  canvass  ;  and  their 
principal  argument  against  the  Democratic  ticket, 
was,  that  it  was  committed  to  the  stop  and  taj 
policy  of  IS  12.  and  opposed  to  the  tariff  law  passed 
by  Congress  in  the  summer  of  this  year.  The  defeat 
of  Mi-ssrs.  IJonch  and  Dickinson,  in  isin,  only  serv- 
ed to  awaken  an  ardent  desire  to  reverse  thai  unfa- 
vorable decision,  al  this  election.  The  former  was 
29 
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very  popular  along  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal ;  and 
it  was  understood  that  he  was  more  favorably  dis- 
posed towards  the  enlargement,  than  many  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Dickinson  al- 
so enjoyed  a  wide-spread  popularity  in  the  southern 
tier  of  counties,  much  of  which  had  grown  out  of  his 
efforts,  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  to  secure  the  con- 
struction of  the  New- York  and  Erie  Railroad.  For 
the  last  two  years,  the  names  of  these  gentlemen  had 
been  kept  prominently  before  the  public  ;  and  the 
general  expectation  was  scarcely  disappointed  by  the 
large  majority  of  the  popular  vote  in  their  favor. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Governor,  was 
four  hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty- six.  William  C.  Bouck  received  two  hundred 
eight  thousand  and  seventy-two  ;  Luther  Bradish 
one  hundred  eighty-six  thousand  and  ninety-one  ; 
and  Alvan  Stewart,  seven  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-three.  The  Democrats  carried  all  the  Sen- 
ate Districts,  except  the  Eighth,  and  elected  a  large 
majority  of  the  members  of  Assembly.  John  A.  Lott 
was  elected  from  the  First  Senatorial  District,  in  the 
place  of  Gabriel  Furman;  Abraham  A.  Deyo,  from 
the  Second,  in  the  place  of  Daniel  Johnson  ;  John 
C.  Wright,  from  the  Third,  in  the  place  of  Alonzo  C. 
Paige ;  Thomas  B.  Mitchell,  and  Sidney  Lawrence, 
from  the  Fourth,  in  the  place  of  Bethuel  Peck,  and 
of  John  W.  Taylor,  resigned  ;  Carlos  P.  Scovil,  from 
the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of  Joseph  Clark  ;  Calvin  T. 
Chamberlain,  from  the  Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Alvah 
Hunt ;  John  Porter,  from  the  Seventh,  in  the  place 
of  Robert  Nicholas  ;  and  Harvey  Putnam,  from  the 
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Eighth,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Hawkins.  Messrs. 
Hathaway,  Jones,  Davis,  Hulbiircl,  and  Leland,  were 
re-elected.  The  ablest  of  the  new  members  on  the 
Democratic  side,  were  Edward  Sanford  and  Charles 
P.  Daly,  of  New- York  ;  Nelson  K.  Wheeler,  of  Del- 
aware ;  Lorenzo  Sherwood,  of  Madison ;  Leonard 
Lee,  of  Orange  ;  William  P.  Allen,  of  Oswego  ;  and 
Richard  H.  Williams,  of  Yates.  Willis  Hall,  the  late 
Attorney  General,  was  elected  by  the  Whigs  of  Al- 
bany :  James  C.  Brown,  by  the  same  party  in  Onta- 
rio ;  and  Thomas  T.  Flagler,  in  Niagara.  The 
great  majority  of  the  Tyler  men  in  the  State  voted 
for  the  Democratic  candidates,  at  this  election. 

Several  weeks  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Le- 
gislature, a  portion  of  the  Democratic  journals  in  the 
State  expressed  their  fears,  that  a  new  central  power, 
or  regency,  would  be  established  among  the  leading 
Democrats  in  the  city  of  Albany,  which  they  feared 
might  prove  seriously  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  party.  Various  suggestions*  were  thrown  out,  as 
to  who  should,  and  who  should  not,  be  the  advisers 
of  Mr.  Bouck,  but  nothing  definite  appeared,  indica- 
ting the  existence  of  any  serious  differences  in  the 
Democratic  ranks.  The  Legislature  assembled  on 
the  3d  day  of  January,  1  ^  1  * >.  George  R.  Davis  was 
chosen  Speaker.  The  message  of  Gov.  Bouck  was 
highly  creditable  to  the  writer,  and  embodied  a  clear 
and  succinci  account  of  the  financial  condition  and 
prospects  <>f  tii<-  State.  In  regard  to  the  subject  of 
internal  improvements,  the  Governor  used  the  fol- 
lowing language : 

v-  I  recommend   to  your  careful  consideration,  the 
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subject  of  Internal  Improvements  by  roads  and  canals, 
which  are  eminently  calculated  to  aid  the  enterprise, 
and  promote  the  welfare,  of  the  people.  There  are 
few  subjects  in  which  our  citizens  feel  a  deeper  inter- 
est, or  that  are  more  intimately  connected  with  the 
character  and  prosperity  of  the  State.  But  in  making 
this  suggestion,  I  must  not  be  understood  as  advis- 
ing extravagant  expenditures,  or  ill-advised  underta- 
kings." 

The  message  referred,  in  an  approving  tone,  to  the 
"  Act  of  1842,  "  providing  for  the  suspension  of  the 
public  works,  and  advised  great  caution  in  increasing 
the  public  debt,  notwithstanding  the  State  had  the 
ability  eventually  to  complete  the  works  already  com- 
menced. The  Governor  also  recommended  various 
alterations  of  the  Safety-Fund  system,  and  the  militia 
laws  of  the  State. 

The  selection  of  a  State  printer  was  almost  the  first 
business  brought  before  the  Legislature.  Public  opin- 
ion had  settled  down  so  firmly,  against  the  inordinate 
profits  formerly  realized  by  the  Editors  of  the  Argus 
and  Journal,  that  the  Legislature  felt  themselves  in 
duty  bound  to  make  an  immediate  change.  A  law 
was  accordingly  passed,  on  the  21st  day  of  January, 
by  which  the  printing  of  all  legal  notices  and  adver- 
tisements was  to  be  performed  by  the  publisher  of  a 
newspaper  in  the  city  of  Albany  ;  each  house  of  the 
Legislature  was  authorized  to  appoint  its  own  printer  ; 
and  the  several  Executive  officers  were  required  to 
make  contracts  for  the  printing  necessary  in  their  de- 
partments. The  person  publishing  the  legal  notices, 
was  to  be  designated  as  the  State  Printer,  and  elected 
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in  the  same  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
hold  his  office  by  the  same  tenure.  The  dominant 
party  were  much  divided  on  this  question,  and  the 
Whigs  were  not  unwilling  "  occasionally  to  fan  the 
embers."  A  very  respectable  number  of  the  Demo- 
cratic members  of  the  Legislature  were  opposed  to  the 
re-appointment  of  Mr.  Croswell  as  printer  to  the  State, 
but  he  received  the  nomination  of  the  caucus,  held  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th  of  January,  and  was  elected 
by  the  Legislature  on  the  following  day,  over  Horace 
Greeley,  the  Whig  candidate.  The  vote  in  the  cau- 
cus stood;  for  Edwin  Croswell,  sixty-five;  for  Wm. 
C.  Bryant,  forty ;  and  there  were  three  scattering 
votes.  Mr.  Bryant  was  not  a  candidate,  and  only  be- 
came such  by  the  votes  of  his  friends.  Henry  H.  Van 
Dyck,  one  of  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  Argus 
for  the  two  years  previous,  was  originally  urged  for 
the  office  of  State  printer,  by  a  portion  of  the  Demo- 
cratic members,  who  claimed  to  be  more  radically  or- 
thodox in  their  creed,  than  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Cros- 
well ;  but  his  name  was  withdrawn  in  advance  of  the 
caucus;  not,  however,  until  feelings  of  hostility  were 
engendered  between  himself  and  the  other  proprietors, 
which  led  to  the  dissolution  of  their  partnership,  and 
his  separation  from  the  management  of  the  paper. 
The  opponents  of  Mr.  ( 'roswell  rallied  around  the  Al- 
bany Atlas,  a  Democratic  newspaper,  originally  start- 
ed in  1811,  and, at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking, 
under  the  editorial  charge  of  Henry  O'Reilly  and 
Wm.  Cassidy,  both  gentlemen  of  more  than  ordinary 
abilities  as  political  writers,  and  active  and  zealous 
members  of  the   Democratic   party.     The  friends  of 
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the  newly-elected  State  printer,  among  whom  were  the 
Governor,  the  Lieut.Governor,  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  Mr.  Foster,  of  the  Senate,  adhered  to  him  with  fidel- 
ity, and  lines  of  demarcation  soon  began  to  be  drawn 
among  the  members  of  the  two  houses,  and  the  Demo- 
cratic journals  in  the  State.  Col.  Young,  Messrs.  Flagg, 
Barker,  Farrington,  and  Jones,  of  the  State  officers, 
and  Messrs.  Denniston,  Hunter,  Porter,  Sherwood, 
Stronsr,  and  others,  of  the  Senate,  were  understood  to 
be  opposed  to  the  re-appointment  of  Mr.  Croswell. 

In  1S42,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  Natural  History  of  the  State,  publish- 
ed by  the  authority  of  a  previous  Legislature.  On  the 
11th  day  of  March,  of  the  session  of  1843,  Col.  Young, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  sent  a  communication  to  the 
Senate,  stating  that  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  exe- 
cute the  law,  by  distributing  the  books,  because  it  was 
passed  by  a  majority  vote,  only ;  whereas  the  Constitu- 
tion required  that  all  bills,  appropriating  public  property 
for  private  purposes,  should  be  passed  by  a  two-thirds 
vote.  Lt.  Gov.  Dickinson  had  previously  decided,  that 
the  bill  waiving  the  priority  of  lien  on  the  New- York 
and  Erie  railroad,  for  the  loan  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, was  not  a  two-thirds  bill.  His  reasons  for  the  de- 
cision were  published  on  the  16th  day  of  March,  and 
were  followed  by  a  communication  from  Col.  Young, 
dated  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  addressed  to  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  presented  to  that  body,  in 
which  the  writer  repeated  his  opinion  that  the  law,  au- 
thorizing the  distribution  of  the  Natural  History,  was  un- 
constitutional, and  stated,  in  addition,  that  there  were 
il  millions  of  outstanding  stocks  impending  over  the 
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State,''  which  were  passed  in  the  same  manner,  and, 
therefore,  equally  unconstitutional  and  void.  Mr.  Fos- 
ter offered  a  preamble  and  resolution,  in  the  Senate, 
on  the22d  of  March,  assuming  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  avowed  opinions  favorable  to  repudiation, 
and  acknowledging  the  moral  and  legal  obligation  of 
the  State  to  discharge  all  its  debts.  The  friends  of 
Col.  Young  insisted  that  he  had  not  expressed  the 
sentiments  imputed  to  him,  and  opposed  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution.  The  Senators  on  the  other  side 
admitted  that  the  legislation  of  the  State,  to  a  certain 
extent,  was  liable  to  the  objections  raised  by  the  Sec- 
retary, but  urged,  with  much  warmth,  that  he  had  ad- 
vocated, in  effect,  the  doctrine  of  repudiation,  and  that 
the  Senate  ought  not  to  give  even  a  tacit  assent  to  the 
opinions  he  had  avowed.  The  resolution  was  discuss- 
ed at  length  in  the  Senate,  and,  after  undergoing  vari- 
ous changes  and  modifications,  was  laid  on  the  table, 
near  the  close  of  the  session,  by  the  following  vote  : 

Ayes  -  Messrs.  Denniston,  Deyo,  Dickinson,  Hard, 
Hunter,  Piatt,  Porter,  Putnam,  Rugcr,  Scott,  Strong, 
Works— 12. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bartlit,  Bockee,  Chamberlain,  Corn- 
ing, Ely,  Faulkner,  Foster,  Franklin,  Lott,  Mitchell, 
Wright— 11. 

The  difference  of  opinion,  between  the  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor and  Col.  Young,  in  regard  i<>  two-third  bills, 
led  to  a  newspaper  controversy  between  those  gentle- 
men, which  was  conducted  with  decided  ability,  but 
with  marked  bitterness  and  asperity. 

In  the  month  of  February,  Silas  Wright,  Jr..  was 
re-elected  a  Senator  in  Congress,  without  opposition 
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on  the  part  of  any  of  the  Democratic  members  of  the 
Legislature.  The  vote  in  the  caucus  was  unanimous 
in  his  favor.  Mr.  Farrington  was  also  re-elected  to 
the  office  of  Treasurer. 

On  the  16th  day  of  March,  an  act  was  passed,  au- 
thorizing the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  contractors, 
and  others  engaged  on  the  public  works.  Mr.  Leland, 
Steuben  county,  introducedabill  abolishing  the  office  of 
of  Bank  Commissioner,  and  requiring  all  the  notes 
issued  by  the  banks  to  be  countersigned  and  regis- 
tered in  the  Comptroller's  office,  which  became  a  law 
on  the  18th  day  of  April.  All  the  Senators  who  vo- 
ted against  laying  the  resolution,  in  regard  to  Col. 
Young,  on  the  table,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Bockee, 
opposed  the  passage  of  Mr.  Leland's  bill.  "The 
People's  Resolution,"  presented  by  Mr.  Loomis  at  a 
previous  session  of  the  Legislature,  was  again  intro- 
duced, and  again  defeated. 

Indications  of  hostility  toward  Gov.  Bouck,  began 
to  be  manifested  by  the  radical  Democrats  in  the  Leg- 
islature, early  in  the  winter.  A  large  number  of  the 
appointments  made  by  the  Governor,  were  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  of  county  conven- 
tions ;  but  it  was  alledged,  that  the  other  selections 
made  by  him  were  principally  confined  to  individuals 
personally  devoted  to  himself.  As  Gov.  Bouck  was 
not  entirely  impervious  to  flattery,  this  allegation  may 
have  been  true,  to  a  certain  extent ;  still,  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  it  would  have  been  urged  with  much  earn- 
estness, had  not  the  opposition  of  the  banking  inter- 
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est,  and  the  Conservatives,  to  Mr.  Van  Buren's  admin- 
istration, and  the  differences  of  opinion  in  relation  to 
the  public  works,  and  the  general  financial  policy  of 
the  State,  more  or  less  influenced  the  minds  of  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Democratic  party.  On  several 
occasions,  the  nominations  made  by  Gov.  Bouck 
were  rejected  in  the  Senate,  by  the  united  vote  of  the 
Whig  and  radical  Senators,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Franklin,  of  New- York,  who  usually  voted  with  the 
minority.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ayes  and 
noes,  on  consenting  to  the  nomination  of  a  Notary  in 
Jefferson  county,  which  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  speci- 
men of  the  other  votes  : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bartlit,  Bockee,  Chamberlain,  Corn- 
ing, Ely,  Faulkner,  Franklin,  Foster,  Lott,  Mitchell, 
Scovil,  Varian,  Wright — 13. 

Noes — Messrs.  Denniston,Deyo,  Dixon,  Hard,  Hop- 
kins, Hunter,  Piatt,  Porter,  Putnam,  Rhoades,  Root,. 
Ruger,  Scott,  Strong,  Varney,  Works — 16. 

William  Ruger,  one  of  the  Senators  from  the  Fifth 
District,  died  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1S43. 

The  two  great  parties  in  the  country  began  to  make 
preparations  for  the  Presidential  election,  early  in  the 
summer  of  1S43.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  unanimously 
presented,  by  the  Democratic  Legislative  caucus  of 
this  State,  and  the  general  expression  of  the  Demo- 
crats, in  other  States,  was  quite  favorable  to  his  re- 
nomination.  The  main  body  of  the  Whigs  were 
equally  decided,  on  the  nomination  of  their  talented 
and  gallant  Leader,  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky.  The 
delegates  from  the  State  of  New-York,  to  the  Whig 
National  Convention,  were  selected  by  Conventions 
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held  in  the  Congressional  Districts,  with  -  the  excep- 
tion of  the  two  delegates  from  the  State  at  large.  The 
Democratic  party  held  a  State  Convention  in  Septem- 
ber, at  which  delegates  friendly  to  Mr.  Yan  Buren 
were  selected  to  represent  the  State  in  the  National 
Convention.  Mr.  Marcy,  the  late  Governor,  was 
elected  President  of  the  State  Convention,  over  Col. 
Young,  who  was  supported  by  the  radical  members. 
The  importance  of  the  Presidential  election,  and  the 
difficulties  and  divisions  in  the  Democratic  party, 
encouraged  the  Whigs  to  make  more  than  ordinary 
exertions,  in  several  counties  in  the  State,  at  the  No- 
vember election  in  1S43.  The  Democrats  of  Cayuga, 
Schenectady,  Tioga,  and  Westchester,  were  divided 
in  regard  to  their  county  nominations,  and  the  Whigs 
succeeded  in  electing  nearly  all  their  candidates  in 
those  counties.  The  general  result  throughout  the 
State  was  favorable  to  the  Democratic  party.  They 
elected  their  candidates  for  Senators  in  all  the  Dis- 
tricts, except  the  Eighth,  and  ninety-two  members  of 
Assembly.  David  R.  F.  Jones  was  elected  from  the 
First  Senatorial  District,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Frank- 
lin ;  Joshua  B.  Smith,  from  the  Second,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Hunter ;  Stephen  C.  Johnson,  from  the  Third, 
in  the  place  of  Gen.  Root ;  Orville  Clark,  from  the 
Fourth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hopkins ;  Thomas  Bar- 
low, from  the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Ely ;  and 
George  C.  Sherman,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Ruger ;  Clark  Burnham,  from  the 
Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dickinson ;  Albert  Lester, 
from  the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sherwood  ;  and 
Frederick  F.  Backus,  from  the  Eighth,  in  the  place 
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of  Mr.  Dixon.  Messrs.  Allen,  Hulburd,  Lee,  and 
Sanford,  were  returned  to  the  Assembly.  The  most 
prominent  Democrats  among  the  new  members,  were 
Michael  Hoffman,  of  Herkimer ;  Ashley  Sampson,  of 
Monroe  ;  Clark  B.  Cochran,  of  Montgomery  ;  Joseph 
S.  Bosworth,  of  New-York ;  Horatio  Seymour,  of 
Oneida;  and  Thomas  G.  Alvord,  of  Onondaga.  The 
Whigs  elected  Samuel  Stevens,  in  Albany  ;  Benjamin 
F.  Hall,  in  Cayuga ;  Daniel  Lee,  in  Erie ;  Gideon 
Hammond,  in  Essex  ;  Israel  Huntington,  in  Ontario ; 
Archibald  L.  Linn,  in  Schenectady ;  and  Nathaniel 
W.  Davis,  in  Tioga. 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  2d  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1844.  Elisha  Litchfield,  of  Onondaga,  was  chosen 
Speaker.  The  Whig  members  voted  for  Samuel  Ste- 
vens. The  name  of  Mr.  Hoffman  was  brought  forward 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Litchfield,  who  was  supported  by 
the  friends  of  Gov.  Bouck.  At  the  Democratic  caucus, 
the  former  received  thirty-five  votes,  and  the  latter 
fifty-six.  The  Governor,  in  his  annual  message,  re- 
commended the  re-organization  of  the  judiciary  sys- 
tem of  the  State,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, so  as  to  limit  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to 
increase  the  State  debt,  and  to  require  a  two-third 
vote  for  every  appropriation  of  public  money,  or  prop- 
erty, except  for  the  public  defense.  He  also  stated 
that  he  had  found  no  reason  to  change,  or  modify,  his 
general  views,  previously  expressed,  in  relation  to  the 

public  works  and  financial  policy  of  the  State 

The  subject  of  constitutional  reform,  was  one  of 
the  most  important  topics  brought  forward  for  discus- 
sion in  the  Legislature.    On  the  fourth  day  of  Janu 
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ary,  Mr.  Allen  made  a  report,  from  the  committee  on 
rules,  in  favor  of  appointing  a  standing  committee  on 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  committee  on  retrenchment.     Messrs.  Hoffman, 
Hulburd,  Sampson,  and  Stevens,  opposed  this  feature 
of  the  report,  and  advocated  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee.     Messrs.  Allen,  Bosworth,  and  Sey- 
mour, argued,  with  much  ability,  in  favor  of  a  stand- 
ing committee,  but  the  motion  to  strike  out  finally 
prevailed,  by  a  vote  of  eighty-nine  to  thirty-six.     A 
select  committee  was  soon  after  appointed,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  constitutional  reform,  of  which  Mr.  Bosworth 
was  chairman.     A  large  proportion  of  the  more  rad- 
ical members  of  the  Democratic  party,  had  lost  all 
confidence  in  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  by 
the  Legislature,  and  were  inclined  to  support  the  pro- 
ject, already  agitated,  of  calling  a  State  Convention. 
The  friends  of  Gov.  Bouck,  most  of  whom  had  for- 
merly opposed  the  adoption  of  the  People's  Resolu- 
tion, and  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  were 
apprehensive  that  the  Whig  members  would  unite 
with  the  radicals  in  passing  a  bill,  providing  for  a 
Convention ;  and  that  the  re-nomination  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, might,  in  that  event,  be  put  entirely  out  of  the 
question.     The  introduction  of  a  bill,  authorizing  a 
Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution,  by  Mr.  Hall, 
of  Cayuga,  naturally  increased  these  apprehensions, 
and  it  was  eventually  concluded  to  support  the  amend- 
ments advocated  by  Mr.  Hoffman  and  his  friends. 
A  resolution,  amending  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  the  State  debt,  and  to  continue 
the  pledges,  and  guaranties,  of  the  law  of  1842,  was 
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adopted  in  the  Assembly,  on  the  21st  day  of  March, 
by  a  vote  of  seventy  to  forty-two.  All  the  Demo- 
crats present,  voted  in  the  affirmative,  except  Messrs. 
Johnson  and  Burt,  of  Cattaraugus;  Kingman  and 
Grow,  of  Cortland  ;  Foster,  of  Lewis ;  Sampson,  of 
Monroe  ;  Harris,  of  Montgomery ;  Wilson,  of  Niaga- 
ra ;  Seymour  and  Douglass,  of  Oneida ;  Cole,  of  Or- 
leans ;  and  Seamans,  of  Yates.  Every  Whig  member, 
who  was  in  his  seat,  voted  in  the  negative.  These 
amendments  were  afterwards  taken  up  in  the  Senate, 
and  passed  that  body,  by  a  decided  vote.  Separate 
motions  were  made  to  strike  out  both  amendments, 
which  were  lost,  by  a  vote  of  seven  to  eighteen.  The 
following  is  the  list  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  two 
motions : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Backus,  Chamberlain,  Faulkner, 
Hard,  Piatt,  Scovil,  Works— 7. 

Noes — Messrs.  Barlow,  Bartlit,  Bumham,  Cor- 
ning,  Deyo,  Foster,  Johnson,  Lawrence,  Lester,  Lott, 
Mitchell,  Porter,  Sherman,  Smith,  Strong,  Yarian, 
Varney,  Wright. — 18. 

Resolutions  were  also  adopted  by  the  Legislature, 
at  this  session,  proposing  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution, which  provided  for  the  appointment  of  three 
associate  Chancellors,  and  two  additional  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court ;  which  prohibited  the  removal  of 
judicial  officers,  except  for  cause,  and  after  hearing  the 
accused  in  his  defense  ;  and  which  abrogated  the  prop- 
erty qualification  for  office.  On  the  first  day  of  May, 
an  act  was  passed,  establishing  a  new  State  Pris- 
on, north  of  a  Line  running  cast  and  west  of  the 
city  of  Albany.     This  institution  is  now  known  as 
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the  Clinton  Prison,  and  was  established  for  the  pur- 
pose of  employing  the  convicts  in  mining,  and  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
the  mechanics  of  the  State.  Previous  to  the  adjourn- 
ment, acts  were  passed,  providing  for  the  preservation 
of  the  unfinished  public  works,  and  authorizing  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  to  borrow  the  sum 
of  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  land  damages  on  the  canals,  and  arrear- 
ages, and  extra  allowances  to  contractors ;  and  direct- 
iner  a  State  tax,  of  one  tenth  of  a  mill  on  each  dollar  of 
valuation,  to  be  raised  annually,  "  for  the  payment  of 
interest,  and  the  re-imbursement  of  moneys  authorized 
to  be  borrowed." 

The  opposition  to  the  nominations  made  by  Gov. 
Bouck  was  renewed,  at  the  session  of  1844.  The  recom- 
mendations of  several  county  conventions  were  disre- 
garded by  the  Governor,  for  the  reason,  as  alledged 
by  his  friends,  that  he,  and  they,  had  been  unjustly 
and  unfairly  proscribed,  by  those  members  of  the  par- 
ty who  were  unfriendly  to  his  re-nomination.  The 
radical  members  of  the  Senate  attempted  to  defeat  a 
number  of  the  candidates  nominated  by  Mr.  Bouck, 
but  as  the  majority  of  the  Senators  elected  in  1843 
were  among  his  warmest  friends,  these  attempts  were 
entirely  unsuccessful. 

The  unfriendly  feeling  toward  Gov.  Bouck,  was 
also  exhibited  at  the  Democratic  Legislative  caucus, 
held  on  the  evening  of  the  adjournment.  The  com- 
mittee, appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  an  address 
and  resolutions.  The  address  was  unanimously 
adopted.     A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  reso- 
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lutions  approving  of  the  course  of  Gov.  Bouck,  and 
Lieut.  Governor  Dickinson,  which  was  lost.  The 
vote  stood  ;  ayes  twenty-three,  and  noes  seventy-eight. 
Twenty-one  of  the  Democratic  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature, among  whom  were  Messrs.  Porter,  Dennis- 
ton,  -Strong,  Lester,  and  Hoffman,  did  not  affix  their 
names  to  the  proceedings  of  the  caucus. 

Judge  Cowen  died  on  the  11th  day  of  February, 
1844.  His  death  was  superinduced  by  his  laborious 
and  excessive  application  to  his  professional  studies. 
Samuel  Beardsley,  of  the  county  of  Oneida,  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  bench  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  Judge  Cushman,  of  the  Third  Circuit, 
and  Judge  Moseley,  of  the  Seventh,  resigned  their 
offices  during  the  winter.  The  former  was  succeeded 
by  Amasa  J.  Parker,  of  Delaware,  and  the  latter  by 
Bowen  Whiting,  of  Ontario. 

At  the  charter  election  in  the  city  of  New- York,  in 
the  spring  of  1844,  the  Whigs  united  with  the  Native 
Americans,  who  had  recently  organized  themselves 
into  a  party,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  securing  a 
change  in  the  naturalization  laws.  They  succeeded  in 
defeating  the  Democratic  ticket  by  a  large  majority. 

The  question  of  annexing  the  republic  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States,  was  agitated,  in  connection  with 
the  Presidential  nominations,  early  in  the  spring  of 
this  year.  The  Leading  Democrats  in  the  southern 
and  western  States,  were  generally  in  favor  of  the 
annexation;  while  the  northern  Democrats  were  di- 
vided on  the  question.  Air.  VanBuren,  in  an  answer 
to  a  letter  of  inquiry  addressed  to  him  by  a  member 
of  Congress  from  Mississippi,  avowed  himself  un- 
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friendly  to  the  measure;  whereupon  measures  were 
at  once  set  on  foot  to  defeat  his  nomination. 

The  Whig  National  Convention  assembled  at  Bal- 
timore, on  the  first  day  of  May.  Ambrose  Spencer 
presided  over  its  deliberations.  Henry  Clay  was 
nominated  for  President,  by  acclamation.  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen,  of  New- Jersey,  was  selected  as  the  can- 
didate for  Vice  President.  The  delegates  from  New- 
York  presented  the  name  of  Millard  Fillmore  for  that 
office,  and  he  received  upwards  of  fifty  votes  in  the 
Convention.  The  Democratic  Convention  met  on 
the  27th  of  May.  Mr.  Van  Buren  received  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes,  on  the  first  ballot,  but  as  the  rule 
adopted  by  the  Convention  required  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds,  before  a  nomination  could  be  made,  seven  ad- 
ditional ballotings  were  had,  without  making  a  choice. 
As  it  was  now  evident  that  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Yan 
Buren  would  continue  firm  in  their  course,  B.  F.  Butler, 
on  behalf  of  the  New- York  delegation,  withdrew  the 
name  of  his  friend.  James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  whose 
name  had  been  presented  on  the  eighth  ballot,  as  a  com- 
promise candidate,  was  then  unanimously  nominated. 
Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  was  nominated  for  the  Vice  Presiden- 
cy, by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Convention,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Georgiadelegation.  The  circumstan- 
ces under  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  been  defeated,  in- 
duced Mr.  Wright  to  decline  the  nomination,  and  George 
M.  Dallas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  selected  in  his  place. 
James  G.  Birney,  of  Michigan,  and  Thomas  Morris, 
of  Ohio,  were  the  Abolition  candidates  for  President 
and  Vice  President.  Mr.  Tyler  was  put  in  nomina- 
tion by  his  friends,  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
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but  he  afterwards  withdrew  his  name  from  the  can- 
vass. 

The  Whig  party  in  the  State,  were  full  of  enthusi- 
asm during  the  summer  of  1844.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  gave  a  cordial  support  to  the  nominees  of 
the  Baltimore  Convention  ;  but  the  opposition  to  the 
re-nomination  of  Gov.  Bouck  occasioned  so  much  ill- 
feeling  in  the  Democratic  party,  that  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  success  were'  indulged  by  their 
opponents.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  induce 
Mr.  Wright  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Gubernatorial  nomination,  in  advance 
of  the  State  Convention,  but  he  steadily  refused  to 
give  his  assent.  His  position,  as  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  United  States  Senate,  was  an  envia- 
ble one,  and  he  certainly  could  not  have  coveted  a 
participation  in  the  dissensions  among  his  political 
friends  at  home.  Gov.  Bouck,  and  his  personal 
friends,  Messrs.  Croswell,  Foster,  Dickinson,  and 
Seymour,  were  exceedingly  anxious  that  he  should  be 
re-nominated  ;  and  that  the  Democratic  party  should 
not  countenance  the  opposition  to  his  administration, 
by  the  selection  of  another  candidate.  The  friends 
of  Mr.  Wright  continued  to  urge  his  name  with  much 
warmth,  and  insisted  that  he  would  not  refuse  the 
nomination  if  it  were  tendered  to  him.  The  great 
majority  of  the  party  soon  became  satisfied  that  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Wright  was  absolutely  essential, 
in  order  to  secure  the  Electoral  vote  of  New- York  for 
Mr.  Polk,  and  he  was  Dominated  with  great  unanim- 
ity, at  tin-  Democratic  State  Convention,  which  met 
at  Syracuse,  on  the  4th  day  of  September.  On  the 
80 
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informal  ballot,  Mr.  Wright  received  ninety-five  votes,., 
and  Mr.  Bouck,  thirty.  Addison  Gardiner,  late  Cir- 
cuit Judge  of  the  Eighth  District,  was  unanimously 
nominated  as  the  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
Nathaniel  Jones,  Stephen  Clark,  Daniel  P.  Bissellr 
and  Jonas  Earll,  Jr.,  were  selected  for  Canal  Commis- 
sioners, in  accordance  with  the  law  passed  at  the  pre- 
vious session  of  the  Legislature,  requiring  those  offi- 
cers to  be  elected  by  the  people. 

The  Whig  State  Convention  assembled  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  11th  day  of  September.  The  friends  of 
Mr.  Bradish  were  desirous  of  re-nominating  him;  but 
the  feeling  in  favor  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  who  resided  in 
the  Western  part,  of  the  State,  and  who,  it  was  urged, 
had  been  unfairly  deprived  of  the  nomination  for  the 
Vice  Presidency,  was  so  powerful  that  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  Governor,  without  serious  opposition.  Sam- 
uel J.  Wilkin,  formerly  an  active  and  influential 
Clintonian  member  of  the  Legislature,  from  the 
county  of  Orange,  was  selected  as  the  candidate  for 
Lieut.  Governor,  and  Samuel  Works,  Spencer  Kel- 
logg, Elijah  Rhoades,  and  Joseph  H.  Jackson,  for  Ca- 
nal Commissioners.  Alvan  Stewart,  of  Oneida,  and 
Charles  O.  Shepard,  of  Wyoming,  were  the  Abolition 
candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor. 

A  change  was  apparent  in  the  Democratic  ranks, 
immediately  after  the  State  ticket  was  announced ; 
and  both  parties  entered  into  the  contest,  full  of  hope 
and  enthusiasm.  The  Whigs,  in  this  State,  took  de- 
cided ground  against  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and 
in  favor  of  the  protective  tariff  of  1842;  but  the 
Democrats  generally  maintained  the  opposite   posi- 
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tion.  While  the  contest  was  at  its  height,  several 
letters  appeared  from  Mr.  Clay,  which  were  not  as 
definite  in  regard  to  the  Texas  question,  as  was  de- 
sired by  a  portion  of  his  political  friends  in  New- York, 
and  from  that  moment  the  friends  of  Mr.  Polk  gather- 
ed new  courage.  The  election  was  very  close,  con- 
sidering the  large  number  of  votes  polled,  and  result- 
ed in  the  success  of  the  Democratic  electoral  ticket, 
by  about  five  thousand  majority,  over  the  Whig  can- 
didates. The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  was  four  hundred  eighty-seven 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  eighty-three.  The  ma- 
jority for  Silas  Wright,  over  Mr.  Fillmore,  was  ten 
thousand  and  thirty-three.  The  i^bolitionists,  who 
had  been  urgently  solicited  to  vote  for  the  Whig  can- 
didates, gave  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  votes  for 
their  Electoral  and  State  tickets. 

The  following  were  the  Senators  elected  in  1S44  : 
George  Folsom,  from  the  First  District,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Scott ;  Robert  Denniston  was  re-elected  from 
the  Second  District ;  John  P.  Beekman  was  chosen 
from  the  Third  District,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Strong : 
Augustus  C.  Hand,  from  the  Fourth,  in  the  place  of 
ATr.  Lawrence;  Enoch  B.  Talcott,  from  the  Fifth,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Foster;  George  D.  Beers,  from  the 
Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Piatt ;  Henry  J.  Sedgwick, 
from  the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Rhoades  ;  and 
Carlos  Emmons,  from  the  Eighth,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Works.    All  the  new  Senators  were  Democrats,  except 

Mr.  Emmons,  and  Mr.  Folsom.    The  latter  gentleman 

was  the  .Native  American  candidate  in  the  First  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected   by  the  combined  vote  of  th« 
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Whigs  and  Native  Americans.  In  Albany,  and  other 
counties,  the  tenants  on  the  leasehold  estates,  who 
had  already  formed  a  political  organization,  called 
"The  Anti-Rent  party,"  supported  candidates  for 
members  of  Assembly,  who  were  either  selected  from 
the  nominations  of  the  two  principal  parties,  or  from  the 
other  friends  of  their  cause.  The  Native  American 
ticket,  for  members  of  Assembly,  was  elected  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  and  in  the  counties  of  Kings  and  Rich- 
mond. Of  the  remaining  members  of  Assembly, 
there  were  seventy  Democrats  and  forty-four  Whigs. 
Messrs.  Seymour,  Lee,  and  Huntington,  were  re- 
elected. The  most  conspicuous  of  the  new  members 
on  the  Democratic  side,  were  Thomas  R.  Lee,  of 
Westchester ;  Benjamin  Bailey,  of  Putnam ;  William 
C.  Crain,  of  Herkimer  ;  John  L.  Russell,  of  St.  Law- 
rence ;  Calvert  Comstock,  of  Oneida  ;  and  Dennis 
M'Carthy,  of  Onondaga.  The  Whigs  elected  several 
of  their  ablest  men  to  the  Assembly  ;  among  whom 
were  William  H.  Van  Schoonhoven,  of  Rensselaer ; 
Ira  Harris,  of  Albany ;  Alvah  Worden,  of  Ontario  ; 
John  Young,  of  Livingston ;  and  John  G.  Collins,  of 
Allegany. 

The  electoral  vote  of  New- York  decided  the  Presi- 
dential election  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  candidates. 
James  K.  Polk  received  one  hundred  and  seventy  of 
the  electoral  votes,  and  Henry  Clay  one  hundred  and 
five.  Mr.  Dallas  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Vice 
President,  by  the  same  majority.* 

*  As  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  curious  reader,  a  list  of  the  Colo- 
nial Governors  of  New-York,  prior  to  1777,  is  subjoined. — See  Note 
B,  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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[NOTE  A.] 


LIST   OF  THE 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  CONVENTION 


TO  REVISE  THE  CONSTITUTION,  IN  1821. 


Albany, 
James  Kent, 
Ambrose  Spencer, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Abraham  Van  Vechten. 

Broome, 
Charles  Pumpelly. 

Cayuga, 
David  Brinckerhoff, 
Rowland  Day, 
Augustus  F.  Ferris. 

Columbia, 
Francis  Sylvester, 
William  W.  Van  Ness, 
Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Elisha  Williams. 

Cortland, 
Samuel  Nelson. 

Chenango, 
Thomas  Humphrey, 
.Iarvis  K.  Pike, 
Nathan  Taylor. 

CI  intuit  an<l  Franklin. 
Na  in  I  n  Carver. 

Dutchess, 

I '.1.1- II  \      !  VKLOW, 
1§XA£   1  i  '   n  i'im., 
PBTBB  Iv.  Li\  i  EVG8TOIC, 
Ann  ah  \.m  II.  SqhBNCK, 
James  '!  ALLMADGE,  .1  it. 

I )l  I II  It'll! 

Roust  Cx \hkk, 
I'.k  \- 1 1  i  Root. 
En 

Ul   '    BEM    v  \  NKORD. 


Erie,  J\'iagara,  Sfc. 
Augustus  Porter, 
Samuel  Russell. 

Genesee, 
David  Burroughs, 
John  Z.  Ross, 
Elizur  Webster, 

Greene, 
Jehiel  Tuttle, 
Alpheus  Webster. 

Herkimer, 
Sanders  Lansing, 
Richard  Van  IIorne, 
Sherman  Wooster. 

Jefferson , 
Hiram  Steels, 
Egbert  Ten  Eyck. 

Kings, 
John  Lkfferts. 

Livingston, 
James  Koseburgh. 

Li  iris, 

El  a  Collins. 

Madison, 

I!  \IUK     I!)  i'KU  I  I'M, 

.Ion  n  Knowleb, 
Kmw  I  km  RoGSBJ. 

.  Mcllllll  . 
Jul  IN     lio\V  MAN. 

.  \fontgonn  ry, 

w  M.   Ik\  I  M.   I  loi  t.l  . 
I  h.w  i.  \  \  m  Fl0B| 

.1     \i-t>ll       III       I     v, 

Philip  Rhihelawd   r,  .Ik., 
,\  lex'b  Shblj  •  \ . 
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JVeW-  York, 

Jacobus  Dyckman, 
Ogden  Edwards, 
James  Fairlie, 
J  no.  L.  Lawrence, 
Wm.  Paulding,  Jr., 
Jacob  Radcliff, 
Nathan  Sandford, 
Peter  Sharpe, 
Peter  Stagg, 
P.  H.  Wendover, 
H.  Wheaton. 

Otsego, 
Joseph  Clyde, 
Ransom  Hunt, 
Wm.  Park, 
David  Tripp, 
Martin  Van  Buren, 

Orange, 
John  Duer, 
John  Hallock,  Jr., 
Peter  Milliken, 
Benj.  Woodward. 

Ontario, 
MlCAH  Brooks, 
John  Price, 
Philetus  Swift. 
David  Sutherland, 
Joshua  Van  Fleet. 

Ono?idagaEt 
Victory  Birdsey, 
Ameri  Case, 
Asa  Eastwood, 
Parley  E.  Howe. 

Oneida, 
Ezekiel  Bacon, 
Samuel  S.  Breese, 
Henry  Huntington, 
Jonas  Platt, 
Nathan  Williams. 

Queens, 
Rufus  King, 
Nath'l  Seaman, 
Elbert  H.  Jones. 

Rockland, 
Samuel  G,  Verbryck. 

Richmond, 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 

Rensselaer, 
Jirah  Baker, 


David  Buel,  Jr., 
James  L,  Hogeboom, 
John  Reeve, 
John  W.  Woods. 

Schoharie, 
Olney  Briggs, 
Asa  Starkweather, 
Jacob  Sutherland. 

Suffolk, 
Usher  H.  Moore, 
Ebenezer  Sage, 
Joshua  Smith. 

Saratoga, 
Salmon  Child, 
John  Cramer, 
Jeremy  Rockwell, 
Samuel  Young. 

Schenectady, 
John  Saunders, 
Henry  Yates,  Jr. 

Seneca, 
Robert  S.  Rose, 
Jonas  Seely. 

St.  Lawrence, 
Jason  Fenton. 

Steube?i  and  Allegany, 
Timothy  Hurd, 
James  M'Call. 

Tompkins, 
Richard  Smith, 
Richard  Townley. 

Tioga, 
Matthew  Carpenter. 
Ulster  and  Sullivan , 
Daniel  Clark, 
Jonathan  Dubois, 
James  Hunter, 
Henry  Jansen. 

Westchester, 
Peter  A.  Jay, 
Peter  Jay  Monro, 
Jonathan  Ward. 

JVashingto?i  and  Warren, 
Alexander  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Pitcher, 
John  Richards, 
Wm.  Townsend, 
Melancton  Wheelkr. 
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[NOTE   B.J 

LIST  OF  CHIEF  MAGISTRATES 


OF  THE 


COLONY  AND  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 


FROM    16  2  9    TO    1777 


DUTCH  GOVERNORS. 

Wouter  Van  Twiller, from  1629 

William  Kieft, 163S 

Peter  Stuyvesant, 1617 


to 

<< 

cc 


1G3S 
1647 
1664 


Anthony  Colve, Oct.  14,  1673toFeb.9, 1674 


ENGLISH   GOVERNORS. 

Richard  Nicolls, from  Sept.  7th, 

Francis  Lovelace, 

Sir  Edmund  Andross, 

Anthony  Bbockholst, 

Thomas  Dongan, 

Francis  Nicholson, 

Jacob  Leislkr,  (Lieut.  Gov.) 

Henry  Slaughter, 

Rich  Ann  [ngolsby,  (Lieat.Gov.) 

liKNIAMIN    1*1.1.  I  ■      I  I . II  , 

Richard,  K. nT  of  Bellamoat, 

Johe  Naneau,  (Lieut  Gov.) 

I.OKD   (  'oil  Ml  I    ni 

Lore  Lovexai  i 

Qsrardvi  Bi  i  k.  m  \  n,  (President,) 

General  lit  mik 

I'l    I'EH   SCHU  VLKIl,   (  Pf(  '.) 


1664 

to 

1667 

1667 

to  Oct. 

1673 

1674 

to 

1681 

1681 

16S3 

1693 

1688 

1688 

L689 

1691 

L691 

1691 

L692 

L698 

1698 

1701 

L701 

1 7i  >2 

1 7i  13 

17i  >S 

L708 

1709 

1709 

1710 

1719 

1780 
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William  Burnet, 1720 

John  Montgomery, 1728 

Rip  Van  Dam,  (President,) 1731 

William  Crosby, 1732 

George  Clark, 173G 

George  Clinton, 1 743 

James  Delancy,  (Lieut.  Gov.) 1753 

Danvers  Osborn.. 1753 

Sir  Charles  Hardy, 1755 

James  Delancy,  (Lieut.  Gov.) 1757 

Cadwallader  Colden,  (Lieut.  Gov.) 1760 

Robert  Monckton, 1762 

Cadwallader  Colden,  (Lieut.  Gov.) 1763 

Henry  Moore, 1765 

John,  Earl  of  Duninore, 1770 

William  Tryon, 1771 


1728 
1731 
1732 
1736 
1743 
1753 

1755 

1757 

1760 

1762 

1763 

1765 

1770- 

1771 

1775- 


[The  Colonial  Government  was  suspended  in  May,  1775 ;  from  which 
time,  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  April  20,  1777,  New-York  was 
governed  by  a  Provincial  Congress.  Nathaniel  Woodhull  was  elected 
President  of  the  Congress,  in  August,  1775.] 
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ABOLITIONISTS— Societies  formed,  402;  opposition  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  41G— Course  in  1S44,  467. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY— Bill  passed  in  Assembly,  70  ;  Law 
for,  190. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT— Of  American  Independence,  18. 

ADAMS,  JOHN — Supported  by  northern  Federalists,  59;  Hamil- 
ton's opinion  of,  59,76;  Elected  President,  60;  Death,  321. 

ADAMS,  JOHN  Q.— Candidate  for  President,  276 ;  Course  of  his 
friends  in  the  New-York  Legislature,  300  ;  Elected  President 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  305  ;  Abandoned  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  New-York  Bucktails,  340,341;  Defeated  in 
1828,  361. 

ADAMS  MEN— Movements  in  182S,  339;  Denunciations  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  350. 

ADAMS,  SAMUEL — Opposition  to  administration  of  John  Ad- 
ams, 69. 

ADRI ANCE,  ABRAHAM— State  Senator,  91  ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 100. 

ADVERTISER,  \  LBA  NY— Edited  by  Israel  W.  Clark,  280;  Dis- 
trusted by  Adams  Men,  3  13. 

AGRICULTURK — Appropriation  for  improvement  of,  440. 

ALBANY  REGENCY— 291,390. 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS— 69;  Prosecutions  under,  71; 
Repeal  of,  '.'7. 

ALLEN,  BTH  W   I;.— State  Senator,::!  1. 

ALLEN,  PETER— Seat  eontetted  by  Henry  Fellows,  I 

ALLEN  STEPHEN— Mayor  of  New-York,        j  Member  of  A* 
I]  I— State  Senator,  -V's  ;  in  fcvor  of  United  states 
Bank,  380. 

ALLEN,  WILLIAM  P.— Memberof Aeeembly,  151;  /•/.,  I 

ALVORD,  Tllo.MAS  <;.— Member  ol   iwembly,  I 
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AMERICA,  BANK  OF— Chartered,  145,152;  Corrupt  means 
employed,  145,152;  Legislature  prorogued,  148;  Reduction 
of  capital,  159. 

AMERICAN  SYSTEM— Advocated  by  Mr.  Clay,  374. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS— proposed,  403  ;  Position  of  parties 
on,  in  1844,  467. 

ANTI-CLINTONIANS— {see  Republicans.) 

ANTI -FEDERALISTS— (see  Republicans.) 

ANTI-MASONS— Organization  of,  332  ;  Leroy  Convention,  351  ; 
A  distinct  party,  355;  Support  of  Adams  Electoral  ticket, 
357  ;  Leading  opposition  party  in  the  State,  369  ;  Coalition 
with  National  Republicans,  3S3  ;  Assume  name  of  Whigs, 396. 

ANTI-RENTERS— Difficulties  with  landlords.  438;  Become  a  po- 
litical party,  467,468. 

APPOINTING  POWER— (see  Executive  Patronage.) 

ARGUS,  ALBANY— Established  by  the  friends  of  Gov.  Tompkins, 
164;  Organ  of  the  Anti-Clintonians,  211  ;  Transfer  to  Leake 
and  Cantine,  226. 

ARMSTRONG,  JOHN— Petition  for  repeal  of  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  71;  United  States  Senator,  77;  Resignation,  90;  Re- 
election, 99;  Minister  to  France,  107;  Secretary  of  War. 
165  ;  Resignation,  173  ;  Attempt  of  Judge  Spencer  tore-elect 
him  United  States  Senator,  177. 

ARMSTRONG,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  365;  Id.,  393;  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly,  425. 

ARNOLD,  STEPHEN— Case  of,  112. 

ASSEMBLY— New  appointment,  40;  Id.,  85;  Id.,  262. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS— Approved  by  Congress  in 
1790,  39. 

ATLAS,  ALBANY— Established,  453  ;  Organ  of  a  portion  of  the 
Democratic  party,  453. 

AUSTIN,  MOSES— State  Senator,  203. 

BACKUS,  FREDERICK  F.— Anti-Masonic  General  Committee, 
351  ;  State  Senator,  458. 

BACON,  EZEKIEL— Member  of  Assembly,  213  ;  Delegate  to  Con- 
vention  of  1821,  242;  Speech  in  favor  of  adopting  Constitu- 
tion, 25S. 

BACON,  JOHN  F.— Secretary  of  Convention  of  1821,  242. 

BAILEY,  BENJAMIN— Member  of  Assembly,  46S. 

BAILEY,  THEODORUS— United  States  Senator,  95 ;  Resignation, 
99;  Attempt  to  unite  the  Burrites  and  Clintonians,  111,112. 
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BAKER,  WILLIAM,  Jr.— Speaker  of  Assembly,  394  ;  Canal  Com- 
missioner, 403;  Removal,  433. 

BANK  CHARTERS— Opposition  to,  in  the  Legislature,  171;  Ap- 
plications for,  394 — Corrupt  means  to  procure,  399  ;  Rage  for 
Charters,  400  ;  Anti-Monopolists,  401 ;  Attempt  to  pass  Gen- 
eral law  defeated  by  the  State  Banks,  411. 

BANK  COMMISSIONERS— Office  abolished,  456. 

BANK  OF  UNITED  STATES— Project  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  38; 
Attempt  (o  renew  Charter  of  old  bank,  139;  Opposition  to 
re-charter  new  bank,  376,380 ;  Resolutions  of  New-York 
Legislature,  376.3S0  ;  Veto,  384 ;  Opposition  to  the  re-election 
of  Gen.  Jackson,  384,392;  Removal  of  deposits,  392  ;  Curtail- 
ment and  extension  of  discounts,  395,396  ;  Gen.  Rooc's  reso- 
lution in  favor  of,  440 ;  Vetos  of  Mr.  Tyler,  442. 

BARKER,  GEORGE  P.— Attorney  General,  446;  Opposition  to 
Mr.  Croswell,  451. 

BARKER,  JACOB— State  Senator,  181. 

BARLOW,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  458. 

BARNARD,  DANIEL  D.— Member  of  Assembly,  417. 

BARSTOW,   GAMALIEL   H.— Member  of  Assembly,  1S6;  Id., 

281  ;  Id.,  338  ;  Advocates  choice  of  Electors  by  the  people, 

.•    281 ;  Delegate    to   '  People's    Convention,'   296  ;  Treasurer, 

312 — Id.,  41S;   Whig  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  406; 

Declines  re-appointment  as  Treasurer,  428. 

BARTLIT,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  444. 

BATES,  STEPHEN— State  Senator,  LSI. 

BAYARD,  WILLIAM  A.— Commissioner  to  settle  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins' accounts,  216. 

BEACH,  JOHN  }{.— Member  of  Assembly,  180. 

BEARDSLEY,  JOHN— State  Senator,  403. 

BEARDSLEY,  LEVI— Member  of  Aeeembly,314;  State  Senator, 
365 — Id.,  397  ;  Oppoeee  re-charter  of  United  States  Bank,  380. 

BEARDSLEY,  SAMUEL— State  Senator, 267;  Supports  Crawford 
for  President,  -J"7;  Resignation,  277;  United  Statei  District 
Attorney,  277  ;  Member  of  Congress,  :;77  ;  Decline!  office  of 
Circuit  Judge,  390 ;  Attorney  General,  405;  Opinion  on 
(m-ixt.i1  Banking  lavr,  411;  Position  in  regard  t«>  internal 
improvements,  411;  Candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
4L2;  Opposition  to  financial  policy  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  414; 
(Vesocietn  Tntl        fthe  Supreme  Court,  463. 
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BECK  WITH,  ABU  AH— State  Senator,  397. 

BEEKMAN,  JOHN  P.— State  Senator,  467. 

BEERS,  GEORGE  D.— State  Senator,  467. 

BENSON,  EGBERT— Member  of  Assembly,  27  ;  Member  of  Con- 
gress, 35  ;  Id.,  155  ;  Associate  Justice  of  Supreme  Court,  51 ; 
Associate  Justice  of  United  States  Supreme  Court,  90. 

BENTON,  NATHANIEL  S  —  State  Senator,  342;  United  States 
District  Attorney,  377. 

BERLIN  AND  MILAN  DECREES— 122. 

BETTS..  SAMUEL  R—  Nominated  for  Associate  Justice  of  Su- 
preme Court,  and  rejected,  271 ;  Circuit  Judge,  274;  United 
States  District  Judge,  337. 

BICKNKLL,  BENNETT— State  Senator,  171. 

EIRDSALL,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  338. 

BIRDSALL,  JOHN— Circuit  Judge,  321;  Resignation,  364;  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly,  373— State  Senator,  379. 

BIRDSEYE,  VICTORY— Member  of  Congress,  164;  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  1821,  243  ;  Vote  against  election  of  Sher- 
iffs and  County  Clerks  by  the  people,  258;  State  Senator, 
327. 

BIRNEY,  JAMES  G.— Abolition  candidate  for  President,  435  ; 
Id.,  464.  • 

BISHOP,  ISAAC  W.— State  Senator,  393  ;  Charge  against  and  in- 
vestigation, 4*05 ;  Resignation,  406. 

BISSELL,  DANIEL  P.— Canal  Commissioner,  446;  Id.,  466. 

BLACK  RIVER  CANAL— Proposed,  334;  Defeated,  399;  Bill 
passed,  405  ;  Loan  for,  440. 

BLOODGOOD,  FRANCIS  A.— State  Sena/or,  126;  Id.,  150; 
Council  of  Appointment,  145. 

BLOODGOOD,  S.  DEWITT— Attack  on  Gov.  Yates,  289  ;  Efforts 
to  secure  Devvitt  Clinton's  nomination  for  Governor,  296. 

BOCKEE,  ABRAHAM— State  Senator,  444. 

BOGARDUS,  ROBERT— Commissioner  to  settle  Gov.  Tompkins" 
accounts,  216;  State  Senator,  320;  Resignation,  365. 

BOSWORTH,  JOSEPH  S.— Member  of  Assembly,  459. 

BOUCK,  WILLIAM  C— Member  of  Assembly,  166;  Id,  197; 
Opposition  to  the  administration  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  197 ; 
State  Senator,  225;  Canal  Commissioner,  238;  Removal,. 
433 ;  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor,  435 — Id.,  447  ; 
Friendly    to    enlargement    of    Erie    canal,    450  ;    Elected. 
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BOUCK,  WILLIAM  C— 

Governor,  450;  Selectionof  his  advisers,  451 ;  Views  in  regard 
to  the  State  Finances,  452  :  Support  of  Mr.  Croswell,  454  ; 
Opposition  to  his  administration,  456;  Rejection  of  Execu- 
tive nominations,  457;  Opposition  in  the  Legislative  caucus, 
463;  Unsuccessful  as  a  candidate  for  re-nomination,  465. 

BOUGHTON,  GEORGE  H.— State  Senator,  358;  Canal  Commis- 
sioner, 433. 

BOWKER,  SILAS— State  Senator,  267  ;  Member  of  Assembly,  283. 

BOWMAN,  JOHN— State  Senator,  281  ;  Vote  on  Electoral  bill, 
286  ;  Canal  Commissioner,  394  ;  Removal,  433. 

BOWNE,  WALTER;  State  Senator,  189;  Id.,  225— Id.,  267; 
Council  of  Appointment,  191;  Id.,  228;  Opposition  to  De- 
witt  Clinton,  197  ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286. 

BRADISH,  LUTHER— Member  of  Assembly,  343;  Id.,  358  ;  Id., 
365;  Id.,  410;  Id.,  417;  Speaker,  417;  Lieut.  Governor, 
419;  Re-elected,  436;  Whig  candidate  for  Governor,  447  ; 
Defeated,  450;  Candidate  for  re-nomination,  466. 

BRAYTON,  GEORGE— State  Senator,  267;  Resignation,  327. 

BREESE,  SAMUEL  S.— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  258. 

BRIGGS,  OLNEY— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,243;  Ad- 
vocates' annual  elections  of  Governor,  245. 

BRONSON,  ALVIN— State  Senator,  267  ;  Id.,  365  ;  Vote  on  Elec- 
toral bill,  286^  Friendly  to  re-charter  of  United  States  Bank, 
376,  380. 

BRONSON,  GREENE  C— Member  of  Assembly,  261  ;  Attorney 
General,  360  ;  Associate  Justice  of  Supreme  Court,  105. 

BRONSON,  ISAAC  H.— Member  of  Congress, 414;  Opposition  to 
Independent  Treasury,  11  1  ;  Declines  office  of  Circuit  Judge, 
419. 

HROOME,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly ,  74 ;  State  Senator, 

Council  of  Appointment,   100 j  Lieut.  Governor,   103;  Re- 
elects!,  131 ;  Death,  133. 

BROWN,  JAMKS  C.— MrmbiTof  Assrinbly,   t.",l. 

BRUYN,  JACOBUS  8.— State  Senator,  73 j  /J.,-i 

BRYAN,  CALVIN  H.— Member  of  Asseml 

BRYANT,  wiij.i  \M  C— Friendlj  to  Equal  Righti  party, 

BUCKLIN,  DAVID  WT.— Member  oj   Assembly,  314;  Candidate 

for  Speaker,  333. 
BUCKTAILS— Origin  of,  \.n  ,sel;  •  Republicans:) 
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BUELj  DAVID  Jr.— Delegate  to   the  Convention  of  1821,  242; 
Opposition  to  Judge  Spencer's  suffrage  proposition,  249;  To 
election  of  Sheriffs  and  Clerks  by  the  people,  258. 
BUEL,  JESSE— Supports  Gov.  Lewis,  111 ;  Editor  of  the  Albany 
Argus,  164  ;  State  Printer,  175  ;  Sale  to  Leake  and  Cantine, 
226 ;  Member  of  Assembly,  2G7 ;  Whig  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor, 406. 
BUFFALO — Burnt  by  the  British,  and  loan  to  the  citizens,  166. 
BURNHAM,  CLARK— State  Senator,  45S. 

BURR,  AARON— Federal  committee  in  17S9,  35;  United  States 
Senator,  39;  Resignation  as  Attorney  General,  40;  Opinion 
in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Clinton,  Otsego,  and  Tioga  coun- 
ties, 44  ;  Declines  office  of  Associate  Justice  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  48;  Member  of  Assembly,  63  ;  Id., 
66;  Id.,  74  ;  Political  management, 6S  ;  Connection  wi'h  the 
Manhattan    Bank,    70,  71  ;  Republican  candidate   for   Vice 
President,  75;  Intrigues  for  the  Presidency,  80,  81 ;  Elected 
Vice  President,  82;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1801,  84  ; 
Loses    the    confidence  of  the  Republican  party,   87  ;    De- 
nounced  by  the  Republican  journals,  92,  94;  Candidate  for 
Governor,  101 ;  Defeated,  104  ;  Feelings  toward  Gen.  Ham- 
ilton, 104 ;  Correspondence  and  duel  with  Hamilton,   105, 
106  ;  Trial  for  Treason,  121 ;  Ruin  of  his  political  prospects, 
122 ;  Travels  on  the  continent,  123 ;  Return  to  New- York, 
and  death,  123. 
BURROWS,  LATHAM  A.— State  Senator,  281  ;  Vote  on  Electo- 
ral bill,  256. 
BURT,  JAMES— Presidential  Elector,  77 ;  Member  of  Assembly, 
95;  Id.,  237;  Id.,  260;  State  Senator,    98;  Id.,   114;  Id., 
267;  Supports  Burr  for  Governor,  101  ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 115;  Vote  on  Electoral  bill,  2S6. 
BUTLER,  BENJAMIN  F.— Pamphlet  on  position   of  parties   in 
relation  to  the  canals,  211  ;  Albany  Regency,  291 ;  One  of 
the  Revisers,  302;  Member  of  Assembly,   342;  Speech  in 
favor  of  allowance  to  the  family  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  349; 
Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  391 ;  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  393;  Complimentary  letter  of  citizens 
of  Albany,  393  ;  Declines  Gubernatorial  nomination,  435. 
CADY,  DANIEL— Member  of  Assembly,  130;  Id  ,  160;  Opposi- 
tion to  loan  to  the  General  Government,  160  ;  Disapprobation 
of  the  Hartford  Convention,  175. 
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CALHOUN,   JOHN   C— Candidate   for   President,   276;  Elected 
Vice  President,  361. 

CAMBRELENG,  CHURCHILL  C— Member  of  Congress,  300; 
Id.,  409;  Vote  for  Crawford,  305. 

CAMPBELL,  WILLIAM— Surveyor  General,  400. 

CANADA— Outbreak  in,  422;  Effect  on  New- York  Elections,  422, 
436. 

CANALS — First  proposed,  144;  Memorial  for  constructing  Erie 
and  Champlain  canals,  187  ;  Act  passed  for  improvement  of 
internal  navigation,  187 ;  Commissioners  appointed,  188 ; 
Act  for  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  passed  193  ;  Canal  cele- 
bration, 313  ;  Debt  for,  in  1827,  333  ;  Chenango  canal  bill 
passed,  389;  Enlargement,  399,418,440;  Gov.  Marcy's  pro- 
test against  increase  of  the  State  debt,  404 ;  Black  River  and 
Genesee  Valley  canals,  405  ;  N«tt  revenue  of  canals  in  1811, 
439. 

CANTINE,  MOSES  I.— State  Senator,  171  ;  State  Printer,  in  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Leake,  226  ;  Death,  273. 

CANVASSERS— Rejection  of  the  votes  of  Clinton,   Otsego,  and 
Tioga,  in  1792,  43,  45  ;  Legislative  investigation,  48,  49. 

CAROLINE— Burning  of,  422  ;  Trial  and  acquittal  of  McLeod,  443. 

CARPENTER,  MATTHEW— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
253  ;  Plan  of  a  Judiciary  system  presented  by,  253. 

CARROLL,  CHARLES  H.— State  Senator  327  ;  Resignation,  353. 

CARY,  TRUMBULL— State  Senator,  372. 

CASSIDY,  WILLIAM— Editor  of  Albany  Atlas,  453. 

CHAMBERLAIN,  CALVIN  T.— State  Senator,  450. 

CHANCERY,  COURT  OK— Propositions  before  the  Convention  of 
1821,  250,254  ;  Proposed  amendments  to  Constitution,  461. 

CHATFIELD,  ANDREW  G.— Member  of  Assembly,  424;  Id., 
430;  /'/.,  437. 

CHATFIELD,  LEVI  S.— Member  of  Assembly,  121;  Id.,  480; 
«.,  4*7;    /'/..   i  *4  ;  Speaker,  445. 

CHEETHAM,  JAMES— Review  of  <'ol.  Burr's  course,  81;  At- 
tempt to  indict  for  libel,  1"'.'. 

CHEEVER,  s  \Mi'EL— Member  of  Aeeembly,  343. 

CHEMICAL  BANK— Iareetigetioa  in  regard  to  charter  of,  901, 

CHENANGO  CAN AL— Propeted,  334  ;  Proeeediegi  no  tin*  Legit. 

laturc  < •  n  application  for  l.iw  |0  authorize  eonetrUCtion,  335, 

349,  368,  377;  Report  of  Canal  Commieiionert,  367; 
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CHENANGO  CANAL— 

Opposition  of  its  friends  to  mill  tax  to  restore  General  Fund, 
3S1 ;  Election  of  1833,  3SG  ;  Bill  passed  the  Legislature,  389  ; 
Opposition  of  the  Chenango  interest  to  the  financial  views 
of  Gov.  Throop  and  Mr.  Wright,  411. 

CHILDS,  PERRY  G.— State  Senator,  203  ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 261. 

CHURCH,  SANFORD  E—  Member  of  Assembly,  445. 

CLARK,  AARON— Clerk  of  Assembly,  173  ;  Id.,  180 ;  Mayor  of 
New- York,  413. 

CLARK,  EBENEZER— State  Senator,  03;  Id.,  84;  Council  of 
Appointment,  87. 

CLARK,  JESSE— State  Senator,  267  ;  Vote  on  Electoral  bill,  286. 

CLARK,  JOHN  C— Member  of  Congress,  414  ;  Opposition  to  In- 
dependent Treasury,  414. 

CLARK,  JOSEPH— State  Senator,  424. 

CLARK,  ORVILLE— State  Senator,  45S. 

CLARK,  STEPHEN— Canal  Commissioner,  446;  Id.,  466. 

CLARKE,  ROBERT— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  243; 
in  favor  of  negro  suffrage,  247. 

CLAY,  HENRY— Advocate  of  the  war  of  1812,  143;  Candidatefor 
President,  270;  Course  of  his  friends  in  the  New-York  Leg- 
islature, 300;  Result  of  the  election,  303-305;  Author  of 
American  system,  374;  Presented  by  his  friends  in  New- 
York  for  the  Presidency,  374  ;  Coalition  with  Calhoun,  382 ; 
National  Republican  candidate  for  President,  383;  Candi- 
date at  the  Whig  National  Convention  in  1839, 431 ;  Attach- 
ment of  his  friends  in  this  State,  449;  Whig  candidate  for 
President,  404;  Letters  on  the  annexation  of  Texas,  407; 
Result  of  the  election,  468. 

CLINCH,  CHARLES  P.— Member  of  Assembly,  39S. 

CLINTON,  CHARLES  A.— Attack  on  Gov.  Yates,  2S9. 

CLINTON,  DE  WITT.— Candidate  for  member  of  Assembly,  56 ; 
Elected,  63  ;  State  Senator,  66  ;  Council  of  Appointment,  77  ; 
Delegate  to  the  State  Convention  of  1801,  S4;  Removals  made 
by  the  Council,  86-S9;  United  States  Senator,  91;  Proposed 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  91; 
Duel  with  John  Swartwout,  93;  Pamphlet  of  Aristides,  93, 
94 ;  Mayor  of  New- York,  98 ;  Pecuniary  Embarrassments,  99 ; 
Opposition  to  the  Merchant's  Bank,  107;  Hostility  toward 
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CLINTON,  DEWITT— 

Gov.  Lewis,  109;  Jealousy  of  the  Livingston  Family,  111; 
State  Senator,  110;  Council  of  Appointment,  113  ;  Removal 
from  the  Mayoralty,  116;  Character  as  a  Politician,  117,  137, 
138,198;    State  Senator,  120  ;    Opposition  to  the  Embargo 
act,  124;  Re-appointed  Mayor,  124;  Virginia  Dynasty,  126: 
Opposition  to  Mr.  Madison,  127;  Operations  of  the  Lewisites 
and  Martlingmen,  12S,  137,  141, 152  ;  Attack  of  the  friends  of 
the  National  Administration,  129;  Resolution  and  Speech  in 
defense  of  the  Administration,  129 ;  Rebuke  of  the  Federal  par- 
ty, 130;  Removed  from  the  Mayoralty,  134;  Support  of  Madison 
and  Tompkins,  134,135  ;  Restored  to  the  office  of  Mayor,  139; 
Elected  Lieut.  Governor,  142  ;  Preparations  to  bring  him  for- 
ward for  the  Presidency,  143,  144;  Commissioner  on  the  im- 
provment  of  Internal  Navigation,   144;    Bank  of  America, 
146,    147,    148;    Estrangement   from  Judge   Spencer,  146; 
Nominated  for  President,  152,  153;  Opposition  of  the  Tam- 
many Men,  155, 156 ;  His  defeat,  156  ;  Restored  to  the  Mayor- 
alty, 158;  Candidate  for  re-nomination  for  Lieut.  Governor, 
161 ;  Address  attacking  the  State  and  National  Administra- 
tions, 163  ;  Efficient  services  during  the  war,  172 ;  The  Coo- 
dies,   17'J;  Removed  from  the  office  of  Mayor,  ISO;  Attach- 
ment of  his  friends,  180;  Effect  of  his  removal  on  the  elec- 
tion in  the  city,  181;  Memorial  for  the  construction  of  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  187  ;  Canal  Commissioner,  18S; 
Dominated    for   Governor,    L92;    Elected,  195;    Removal  of 
Tammanj  men  from  office,  196  ;  Recommendation  of  Thanks- 
giving, 19fi;  Opposed  by  the  Bucktails,  197;  Indifference  to 
the  ellorts  of  his  opponents,  198;   Difficulties  in  the  Council, 
200,  201  ;  Coldness  towards  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Col.  Young, 
:  Opposition  to  a  Convention,  203 ;  Intimacy  with  lead- 
ing Federalists*  205 ;  Encouiagement  of  irregular  nomina- 
tions,       :  Divisions  encouraged  in  the  party,  j>^,  j        H 
nounced  by  the-  Bucktails,  209 ;  Recommends  a  Convention 
with  Limited  powers*  218;  Re-nomination,  222 ;  Opposition 
of  the '  high-minded  Federalists,' 224;  R  ed  G  rernor, 

R     immends  the  choice  of  Elector!  by  genera]  ticket,  and 
the  submission  <>i  the  <  Convention  question  to  the  people, 227  ; 
[nterference  of  Federal  officen  in  the  State  Elections,  227 ; 
-ting  rote  inthe Council  of  H  n, against  the  Convention 

81 
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bill,  229;  Collision  with  the  Republican  Senators,  232-238; 
•Green  bag'  message,  235 ;  Desire  to  make  removals  from  of- 
fice, 23G;  Discussion  in  regard  to  the  answer  to  the  Govern- 
or's speech,  2G1-275  ;  Declines  a  re-nomination,  265;  Support 
of  Gen.  Jackson  for  President,  280;  Removal  from  the  office 
of  Canal  Commissioner,  291;  Public  dissatisfaction,  292;  Nom- 
inated for  Governor,  296 ;  Elected  299  ;  Objection  to  receiv- 
ing office  under  Gen.  Jackson,  304,  326;  Opposition  of  the 
People's  Men,  305  ;  Declines  the  mission  to  England,  3]  1 ;  Tour 
through  the  Western  States,  312;  Recommends  the  State 
Road,  315;  Conferences  with  members  of  the  Albany  Re- 
gency, 316;  Re-nomination,  322;  Alledged  understanding 
with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  325  ;  Charge  ofbeing  privy  to  the  abduc- 
tion of  Morgan,  327;  Contemplated  union  of  Clinton,  Van 
Buren,  and  other  leading  Jackson  men,  337;  Declines  be- 
ing a  candidate  for  President  in  opposition  to  Gen.  Jack- 
son, 340,  341 ;  Last  message,  344  ;  His  death,  345  ;  Compar- 
ed with  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  a  politician,  346,  347  ;  Allowance 
to  his  family,  348 ;  monument  recommended  by  Gov.  Sew- 
ard, 427. 

CLINTON,  GEORGE— Birth  and  parentage,  21  ;  Leader  of  the 
Anti-Federalists,  22  ;  First  Governor  of  New-York,  22;  Re- 
fusal to  convene  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  21 ;  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention  to  consider  the  Federal  Constitution,. 
29;  Proclamation  convening  the  Legislature  in  17SS,  34  ;  Re- 
elected" Governor,  36  ;  Investigation  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
the  Public' Lands,  41,  42  ;  Rejection  of  the  votes  of  Clinton, 
Otsego,  and  Tioga,  44 ;  Declared  re-elected,  45;  Denuncia- 
tions of  the  Federalists,  45 ;  Public  dinner  to,  47;  Controver- 
sy in  the  Council  of  Appointment,  51 ;  Declines  a  re-nomi- 
nation, 52  ;  Republican  candidate  for  Vice  President,  59  ; 
Opposition  to  the  administration  of  John  Adams,  69;  Re- 
elected Governor,  84  ;  Vice  President,  107';  Attempt  to  pro- 
cure his  nomination  for  President,  126, 127  ;  Re-elected  Vice 
President,  128  ;  Casting  vote  against  the  United  Sates  Bank, 
139;  Death,  150. 

CLINTON,  GEORGE,  JR.— Member  of  Congress,  126. 

CLINTON,  JAMES— Delegate  to  the  State  Convention  in  1788,  29. 

CLINTONIANS— Attempt  to  strengthen  themselves,  111;  Remov- 
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CLINTONIANS— 

al  of  the  Livingstons,  113;  Their  Removal  by  the  Lewis- 
ites, 116  ;  Restoration  of  the  Clintonians,  and  removal  of  the 
Lewisites,  124  ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Madison,  127  ;  Refusal  to 
support  Caucus  nomination  for  Speaker,  207 ;  Separation 
from  the  Bucktails,  209;  Opposition  to  a  State  Convention, 
203,  213  ;  Address  of  Clintonian  members  of  the  Legislature 
in  1819,  213;  Address  on  the  Convention  bill,  232. 

COCHRAN,  JAMES— State  Senator,  163. 

COCHRANE,  CLARK  B.—  Member  of  Assembly,  459? 

COLDEN,  CADWALLADER  D—  Removed  from  office  of  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  88;  Re-appointed,  134;  Friendly  to  the  Abo- 
lition of  Slavery,  190;  member  of  Assembly,  197;  Mayor  of 
New- York,  200  ;  Commissioner  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Gov. 
Tompkins,  216  ;  Removed  from  the  Mayoralty,  239  ;  State 
Senator,  300 ;  Resignation,  342. 

COLEMAN,  WILLIAM— Editor  of  the  Evening  Post,  SS ;  Opin- 
ion as  to  the  course  of  the  Federalists,  182  ;  Opposition  to 
Dewitt  Clinton,  204. 

COLLEGES— Appropriations  to,  171. 

COLLIER,  JOHN  A.— Comptroller,  447  ;  Candidate  for  Guberna- 
torial nomination,  4  17. 

COLLINS,  JOHN  G.— Member  of  Assembly,  468. 

COMMISSIONERS — Meeting  at  Annapolis  and  recommendation  of 
a  National  Convention,  19. 

COMMISSIONERS  OK  THE  LAND  OFFICE— Investigation  in 
regard  to  the  salo  of  the  public  lands,  II,  42. 

COMMON  SCHOOLS— Appropriations  for.  52,  79,  108;  Office  of 
Superintendent  created,  LSI;   Act  for  imp:  nt  of,  171  j 

Otlice  of  Superintendent  united  with  Secretary  of  State,  2  10; 
Permanent  fund  established,  24fl;  Improvement  of,  propi  - 
by  Dewitt  Clinton,  315;  8       si  libraries  established,  loo. 

COMPROMISE  ACT— 382. 

COMPTROLLER— Office  of  created,  61;  Salarj  redua    , 

COMSTOCK,  ADAM— State  Senator,  110:  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 1 13. 

COMSTOCK,  CALVERT— Member  c4    Assembly, 

CONFEDER  \  TION,  AR  riCLES  OF— Revision  proposed  bj  I 

gross,  18, 19;  Assembling  of  the  Convention,  24 ;   l    ofede- 
r.u-y  abolished, 
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CONGRESSIONAL  DISTRICTS— Division  of  the  State  into,  34; 
New  apportionment,  155. 

CONKLIN,  JONATHAN  S.— State  Senator,  365 ;  Id.,  372. 

CONKLING,  ALFRED— Resolutions  on  the  removal  of  Dewitt 
Clinton  from  the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  292  ;  United 
States  District  Judge,  313. 

CONSERVATIVES— Opposition  to  the  Independent  Treasury,  414 ; 
Support  of  the  Whig  ticket  in  1S3S,  420. 

CONSTITUTION,  FEDERAL— Adoption  of,  20  ;  Opposition  of 
the  Anti-Federalists,  20-30  ;  State  Convention  in  New-York, 
29,30  ;  Final  ratification,  30, 31 ;  Effect  on  the  public  mind, 
32,  33;  Proceedings  of  the  New- York  Legislature  under,  34. 

CONSTITUTION,  STATE— Adopted  by  the  Convention  of  1S21, 
258  ;  Ratified  by  the  people,  202. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  REFORM— Discussed  in  the  Legislature, 
459,  400;  Opposition  of  a  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
to  the  amendments  proposed,  400. 

CONVENTION— To  revise  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  19,  24; 
In  New-York  State,  to  consider  the  Federal  Constitution, 
28-31  ;  To  amend  the  State  Constitution  in  1801,  84;  At 
Hartford,  175  ;  Called  by  the  Republicans  to  nominate  Gu- 
bernatorial ticket,  192;  Convention  of  1521,  242-259;  Held 
by  the  People's  party  in  1824,  290;  Clintonian,in  1820,322; 
Bucktail,  in  1820,  322  ;  Tariff  Convention  at  Albany,  338  ■; 
.  Adams  Convention  in  1828,  350,  351  ;  Of  the  Anti-Masons 
at  Leroy,  351 ;  Id. ,  at  Utica,  in  1828,  351  ;  Jackson  Conven- 
tion in  1828,  352  ;  Of  Working  Men  at  Albany,  in  1830,  309  ; 
Of  Anti-Masons  in  1830,  370  ;  Of  Republicans  in  1630,  370; 
Id.,  in  1S32,  3S4;  Id.,  in  1S34,  397  ;  Id.,  in  1830,  407;  Id., 
in  1838,  419;  Id.,  in  1840,  435;  Id.,  in  1842,  447;  Id., 
in  1843,  458 ;  Id.,  in  1844,  404  ;  Of  Clav  men  in  1831,  378  ; 
Of  Anti-Masons  in  1S32,  383 ;  Of  National  Republicans  in 
1832,  3S3 ;  Of  Whigs  in  1834,  396  ;  Id.,  in  1836,  407;  Id., 
inl83S,  419;  Id.,  in  1840,  435 ;  Id.,  in  1841,  443 ;  Id.,  in 
1842,  447;  Id.,  in  1844,  460  ;  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion in  1835,403;  Id.,'m  1S40,  434;  Id.,  in  1844,404;  Whig 
National  Convention  in  1839,  431  ;  Id.,  in  1S44,  404;  Of 
Equal  Rights  Men  in  1830,  407  ;  Id.,  in  1837,  415;  Of  Whig 
Young  Men  in  1842,  448. 

COOPER,  CHARLES  D.— Letter  in  regard  to  Burr,  104,  105  ; 
Secretary  of  State,  193;  Removed,  201. 
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COOPER,  WILLIAM— Attempt  to  impeach,  49. 

CORNING,  ERASTUS— State  Senator,  44  4. 

COUNCIL  OF  APPOINTMENT— Its  powers,  and  mode  of  elect- 
ing its  members,  36,  37  ;  Controversy  with  George  Clinton, 
36,  37  ;  Id.,  with  John  Jay,  78, 79  ;  Decision  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1801,  85;  Abolished,  255. 

COUNCIL  OF  REVISION— How  composed,  37;  Veto  of  the  Con- 
vention bill,  229, 230 ;  Course  of  the  Legislature  on  the  Veto, 
231-230;  Abolished,  244. 

COUNTY  CLERKS— Election  of,  discussed  in  the  Convention  of 
1821,  257. 

COWLES,  HENRY  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  314  ;  Id.,  338  ; 
Id.,  343. 

CRAIG,  HECTOR— Member  of  Congress,  303  ;  Surveyor  at  New- 
York,  3S8. 

CRAIN,  WILLIAM  C— Member  of  Assembly,  468. 

CRAMER,  JOHN— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241  ;  Op- 
position to  the  Suffrage  proposition  of  Judge  Spencer,  249; 
State  Senator,  267;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Marcy,  272;  Hostility 
toward  Gov.  Yates,  276,289  ;  Course  on  the  Electoral  ques- 
tion, 255,  2S6  ;  Attempt  to  nominate  Col.  Young  for  Gov- 
ernor, 290;  Vote  against  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton  from 
the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  291  ;  Member  of  Assem- 
bly, 445. 

CRARV,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  281  \  Course  on  the  Elec- 
toral question,  282;  State  Senator,  300;  Anti-Masonic  can- 
didate for  Lieut.  Governor,  351  ;  Agreement  with  Mr.  Gran- 
ger, 355;  Defeated,  356. 

CRAWFORD,  WILLIAM  H.— Candidate  for  President  in  lM.r>, 
l^.i,  1^1  ;   Id.,  in  L824,  ■'.'  :    Nominated  by  a  Congres- 

lional  caucus,  289;  Result  ol  the  election,  »5. 

CRIPPEN,  SCHUYLER— Member  of  Assembly,  374. 

CROLIUS,  CLARKSON— Member  of  •  bly,  197;  W„  302; 
Speaker,  3 

CROPSEY,  HARM  \X  B. — S4    • 

CROSWELL,  EDWIN— A  f  the  Argus,  and 

Printer,  2*74 ;  One  ol  the  Albanj  !91  j  Dissolution 

of  partnership  with  Mr.  I-  .  Opposition  to  Mr  \ 

Buren'i  Pini  114 ;  S  ent  end       menl 

the  [ndepend  lion  t"  In-  restorat 
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to  the  office  of  State  Printer,  453  ;   Friendly  to  the  re-nomi- 
nation of  Gov.  Bouck,  405. 

CROSWELL,  HARRY— Indictment  and  trial  for  libel,  100;  Re- 
moval  to  Albany,  132. 

CRUGER,  DANIEL— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  185. 

CULVER,  ERASTUS  D.— Member  of  Assembly,  437. 

CUNNINGHAM,  HENRY— Member  of  Assembly,  2S1 ;  Speech 
against  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton  from  the  office  of  Ca- 
nal Commissioner,  292. 

CURTIS,  EDWARD— Pledge  to  the  Equal  Rights  men,  40S  ;  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  409. 

CUSHMAN  JOHN  P.— Circuit  Judge,  418  ;  Resignation,  463. 

CUTTING,  FRANCIS  B.— Member  of  Assembly  410;  Opposition 
to  banks,  410. 

DALLAS,  GEORGE  M.— Nominated  for  Vice  President,  4G4 ; 
Elected,  408. 

DALY,  CHARLES  P.— Member  of  Assembly,  451. 

DANA,  AMAS A. —Member  of  Assembly,  343. 

DAVIS,  GEORGE  R.— Member  of  Assembly,  305;  Id.,  374;  7c?., 
445;  iii.,451;  Speaker, 374;  id., 451;  Bank  Commissioner, 
300  ;  Friendly  to  Mr.  Croswell,  454. 

DAVIS,  MATTHEW  L.— Union  of  Burrites  and  Clintonians,  111, 
112;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  141. 

DAVIS,  NATHANIEL  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  459. 

DAVISON,  JOHN  M.—  Register  in  Chancery,  429. 

DAYAN,  CHARLES— State  Senator,  327. 

DAYTON,  JONATHAN— State  Senator,  103;  itf.,  195;  Council 
of  Appointment,  170. 

DAYTON,  NATHAN— Member  of  Assembly,  343;  Circuit  Judge, 
419. 

DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE— Effect  on  the  public 
mind,  18. 

DEITZ,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  305  ;  Opposition  to  United 
States  Bank,  380. 

DENIO,  HIRAM— Circuit  Judge,  395— Resignation,  418. 

DENNISTON,  ROBERT— Member  of  Assembly,  398;  Id.,  424; 
Id.,  430  ;  State  Senator,  437  ;  Id.,  407  ;  Opposition  to  .Mr. 
Croswell,  454  ;  Refusal  to  approve  of  the  course  of  Gov. 
Bouck,  403.  \ 

\ 
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DEPOSITS— Removal  of,  393. 

DEWITT,  SIMEON— Surveyor  General,  36  ;  id.,  212  ;  W.,317;  id., 
360;  Canal  Commissioner,  144  ;  Death,  391?. 

DEXTER,  S.  NEWTON— Canal  Commissioner,  433. 

DEYO,  ABRAHAM  A.— State  Senator,  450. 

DICKINSON,  ANDREW  13.— State  Senator,  430. 

DICKINSON,  DANIEL  S—  State  Senator,  409;  Candidate  for 
Lieut.  Governor,  435  ;  id.  447  ;  Friendly  to  the  New-York 
and  Erie  Railroad,  450;  Elected  Lieut.  Governor,  450; 
Friendly  to  Mr.  Croswell,  454;  Views  in  regard  to  two-third 
bills,  454 ;  Controversy  with  Col.  Young,  455. 

DITMIS,  JOHN  D.— State  Senator,  1S9;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 219. 

DIX,  JOHN  A.— Adjutant  General,  374  ;  Secretary  of  State,  391  ; 
Member  of  Assembly,  4  11. 

DIXON,  ABRAM— State  Senator,  430. 

DODGE,  WILLIAM  I.— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,845  ; 
State  Senator,  372. 

DOTY,  BARON  S.—  Member  of  Assembly,  388. 

DOWNING,  COE  S.— State  Senator,  397. 

DOX,  GERRIT  L.— State  Treasurer,  176;  superseded, -.   3. 

DOX,  PETER  M.  — Member  of  Assembly,  415. 

DUANE,  JAMES— Delegate  to  the  State  Convention  in  17--.  28; 
United  Mates  District  Judge,  93. 

DUDLEY,  CHARLES  E.— State  Senator,  214;  W.,267j  Council 
of  Appointment,  261;  Report  on  the  Electoral  bill,  285;  Vote 
on  the  postponement,  •-,-»» ;  United  States  Senator,  360. 

DUER,  JOHN— On.- of  the  •high-minded  Federalists',  224;  Ode- 
gate  to  the  Convention  of  I  ;  Opposition  to  universal 
suffrage,  250;  In  favor  of  remodeling  the  Suj  I  ourt,254, 

DUER,  WILLI  AM— Member  of  Assembly,  130;  W.,437. 

DUER,  WILLI  \M  A.— Member  of  inly  185;  Id.,  207;  Op- 

poeition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  I   I;  One  of  the  'high-minded 
Federalists,'   224;    Plan  of  a  judiciary    presented  in   the 
Convention  of  1821,  251;   Circuit  Jm! 
for  United  States  District  Judge,  31 

DUNNING,  WILLI  \m  —  Memb  Issemblj,  64;  8 

;  /</.,  73  .  I  i   Appointment,  67. 

DUTIES  at  NEW-YORK— Granted  to  the   United   State*, 

Enact  "i  on  the  organization  of  political  pari  •  ut- 

sions  and  propositions  before  the  Legislature,  20-24, 
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DYDE'S  HOTEL— Meeting  of  Clintonians  and  Burrites  at,  112. 

EARLE,  THOMAS— Abolition  candidate  for  Vice  President,  435. 

EARLL,  JONAS,  JR.— State  Senator,  267;  Vote  on  Electoral 
law,  286  ;  Canal  Commissioner,  379  ;  Removed,  433  ;  Re-ap- 
pointed, 440  ;  Elected  by  the  people,  406,408. 

EASON,  DAVID— State  Senator,  207. 

EATOX,  LEWIS— State  Senator,  35S ;  Resigned,  387. 

EDMONDS,  JOHN  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  374  ;  State  Sena- 
ator,  379;  Opposition  to  United  States  Bank,  380;  Speech  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren  on  his  visit  to  New-York,  429. 

EDWARDS,  OGDEN— Surrogate  of  New- York,  110;  Removal, 
124;  Member  of  Assembly,  197;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton, 197;  In  favor  of  a  State  Convention  to  revise  the  Con- 
stitution, 203;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241; 
Opposition  to  the  central  appointing  power,  250;  Circuit 
Judge,  274  ; 

EDWARDS,  SAMUEL  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  281 ;  Course  on 
the  Electoral  bill,  282 ;  State  Senator,  388 ;  Id.,  409  ;  Declines 
Office  of  Register  in  Chancery,  429. 

EDDY,  THOMAS — Commissioner  on  Internal  Improvements,  144. 

ELECTION— Of  Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  1788,  28;  General 
Election  of  1789,30;  Of  1790,  38;  Of  1791,  41;  Of  1792,  43; 
Of  1793,  49  ;  Of  1794,  51  ;  Of  1795,  55;  Of  1790,  58;  Of 
1797,  03;  Of  179S,  00;  Of  1799,  70;  Of  1800,  73;  Of  1801, 
84;  Of  1802,  91 ;  Of  1803,  97;  Of  1804,  103;  Of  1805,  109; 
Of  1806,  114;  Of  1807,120;  OflSOS,  120;  Of  1809,  131 ;  Of 
1810,  130;  Of  1811,142;  Of  1812,150;  Of  1813,  103;  Of 
1814,  171  ;  Of  1815,  181  ;  Of  1816,  188;  Of  1817,  195  ;  Of 
1818,203;  Of  1819,  214;  Of  1820,  225;  Of  1821,  240;  Spe- 
cial Election  of  Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241  ; 
General  Election  of  1822,  260;  Of  1823,  2S0  ;  Of  1824,  299; 
Of  1825,  314;  Of  1826,  326;  Of  1827,  342  ;  Of  1828,356;  Of 
1829,  361;  Of  1830,  372;  Of  1831,  379;  Of  1S32,  387;  Of 
1833,393;  Of  1834,397;  Of  1S35,  402;  Of  1630,  40S ;  Of 
1837,410;  Of  1S36,  423;  Of  1839,  430;  Of  1810,  430;  Of 
1841,444;  Of  1842,  450;  Of  1843,  458;  Of  1846,  467. 

ELECTORS  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT— Cho- 
sen by  the  Legislature,  34  ;  Proposed  division  of  the  State 
into  Districts,  OS,  73 ;  Election  by  the  People  advocated, 
280 ;  Electoral  Question  discussed  in  the  Legislature,  281— 
2S8  ;  Submission  to  the  People,  302. 


INDEX.  489 

ELLICOTT,  JOSEPH— Canal  Commissioner,  188;  resignation,  212. 

ELLMAKER,  AMOS— Anti-Masonic  Candidate  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent, 3S3. 

ELLSWORTH,  STUKELY— State  Senator,  300. 

ELMONDORFF,  LUCAS— Member  of  Congress,  61 ;  State  Sena- 
tor, 163;  Council  of  Appointment,  176. 

ELY,  SUMNER— State  Senator,  430. 

EMBARGO  ACT— Passed,  124  ;  Effect  on  the  Elections  in  this 
State,  126,  131  j  Discussed  in  the  New-York  Legislature, 
130—134. 

EMMETT,  ROBERT— Member  of  Assembly,  343. 

EMMETT,  THOMAS  ADDIS— Attorney  General,  153;  Removed, 
159;  Address  to  Dewitt  Clinton  on  his  removal  from  the 
Mayoralty,  181. 

EMMONS,  CARLOS— State  Senator,  467. 

EMOTT,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  100;  Id.,  165;  Id.,  190; 
Speaker,  165;  Circuit  Judge,  337. 

ENGLAND — Commencement  of  difficulties  with,  in  1811,  142; 
Declaration  of  War  in  1812,  153;  Treaty  of  Peace,  178. 

ENLARGEMENT— Act  to  double  Locks  passed,  399:  Appropri- 
ations for,  4 IS,  440. 

ENOS,  TRUMAN— State  Senator,  327. 

EQUAL  UK.  UTS  PARTY— Formed  in  New-York  City,  401; 
Movements  in  the  fall  of  1836,  and  coalition  with  the  Whigs, 
40S;  Opinions  in  regard  to  Monopolies,  and  the  creation  of 
State  Debts,  415;  Union  with  the  Republicans,  415. 

ERWI.V  DAVID— State  Senator, 267. 

ESLEECK,  W 1 2LCO  ME— State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
240. 

EVANS,  DAVID  E  — State  Senator,  203  ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 228. 
EVENING  .loERNAL— Established,  370, 
EXECUTIVE  PATRON  USE— Dispensation  of,  and  its  tendency, 
89,  90 ;  Change  made  by  the  Constitution  of  1821, 
Aoxietj  to  secure  offices  under  the  new  Constitutio 
FARRINGTON,  THOMAS— State  Treasurer,  146;  Opposition  to 

Mr.  Croswell  for  Btate  Printer,  154. 
I'M  LKNER,  JAMES— Statj  r,  i  n. 

FEDERALISTS^— Organizati  political  party,  !lj  Preferenc 

for  the  British  Government,  17;  [nfarorol        tralitj  inrs> 
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FEDERALISTS— 

lation  to  the  war  on  the  Continent,  49;  Opinions  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  63,  69;  Partial  disbandment,  181,  182; 
Divisions  in  the  Republican  party,  199;  Character  of  the 
Federalists  of  179S,  203,  204;  Divisions  among  the  Federal- 
ists, 204-212;  Union  of  a  majority  of  the  party  with  the 
Clintonians,  212,  225;  Opposition  to  a  State  Convention, 
21S  ;  Union  of  the  'high  minded  Federalists'  with  the 
Bucktails,  22 1. 

FELLOWS,  HENRY— Contest  for  his  seat  in  the  Assembly,  1S5. 

FERGUSON,  JOHN— Mayor  of  New-York,  ISO. 

FILLMORE,  MILLARD— Member  of  Assembly,  353  ;  Id.,  365  ; 
Candidate  for  nomination  of  Vice  President,  464;  Whig  can- 
didate for  Governor,  466  ;  Result  of  the  election,  467. 

FISH,  HOWLAND— Member  of  Assembly,  232  ;  Id.,  338;  Dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  of  1821,  259. 

FISH,  NICHOLAS— Federal  Candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  133; 
Id.,  141. 

FISK,  JOSIAH— State  Senator,  379. 

FLAGG,  AZARIAH  C— Member  of  Assembly,  267;  Id.,  281  ; 
Friendly  to  Mr.  Crawford,  2S2 ;  Opposition  to  the  Electoral 
bill,  2S2-2S4  ;  Adherence  to  Gov.  Yates,  290;  Resolutions 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  extra  Session 
called  by  Gov.  Yates,  294  ;  Secretary  of  State,  317  ;  Re- 
appointed, 360  ;  Id.,  3S1  ;  Comptroller,  391  ;  Views  in  re- 
gard to  the  State  Finances,  411 ;  Declines  office  of  Register 
in  Chancery,  429;  Recommends  Stop  and  Tax  law,  445;  Re- 
appointed Comptroller,  44G  ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Croswell  for 
State  Printer,  454. 

FLAGLER,  THOMAS  T.— Member  of  Assembly,  451. 

FLOYD,  JOHN  G.—  Member  of  Congress,  407;  Friendly  to  the 
Equal  Rights  party,  407. 

FLOYD,  WILLIAM— Member  of  Congress,  35;  Presidential  Elec- 
tor, 49;  Id.,  77;  Republican  Candidate  for  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, 55  ;  State  Senator,  120. 

FOLSOM,  GEORGE— State  Senator,  467. 

FOOTE,  EBENEZER— State  Senator,  66;  Council  of  appointment, 
67;  Correspondence  with  Ambrose  Spencer,  SS,  89. 

FORMAN,  JOSHUA— Safety  Fund  System  proposed  by,  359. 

FOSTER,  HENRY  A.— State  Senator,  372 ;  Id.,  437  ;  Member  of 
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FOSTER,  HENRY  A.— 

Congress,  414 ;  Opposition  to  the  Independent  Treasury,  414  ; 
In  favor  of  Mr.  Croswell  for  State  Printer,  454  ;  Desire  to  re- 
nominate Gov.  Bouck,  465. 

FOX,  CHAUNCEY  J.— State  Senator.  397;  Id.,  402. 

FRANCE— Revolution  in,  47  ;  Visit  of  Mr.  Genet,  49  ;  His  dicta- 
torial conduct,  53  ;  Indignity  offered  by  the  Directory  to  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  67. 

FRANKLIN,  BENJAMIN— Opposition  to  the  administration  of 
John  Adams,  69 

FRANKLIN,  MORRIS— State  Senator,  4 14. 

FREEHOLD  QUALIFICATION— Discussed  in  the  Convention  of 
1821,248,249. 

FRELINGHUYSEN,  THEODORE— Whig  candidate  for  Vice- 
President,  464. 

FREY,  JOHN— State  Senator,  51;  Id.,  55;  Id.,  66;  Council  of 
Appointment,  67. 

FROTHINGHAM,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  214. 

FULLER,  PHILO  C—  Member  of  Assembly,  35S  ;  Id., 365;  State 
Senator,  372. 

FUNDING  SYSTEM— Proposed  by  General  Hamilton,  38. 

FULLER,  WILLIAM  K.— Adjutant  General,  273;  Resignation, 
312. 

FULLER,  ROBERT — Commissioner  on  subject  of  internal  naviga- 
tion, 111. 

FURMAN,  GABRIEL— State  Senator,  121;  Whig  candidate  for 

LieUt    (  i"V.T!!Or,  4  IT. 

GANSEVOORT,  HERMAN— Member  of  Assembly,  232. 

G  \NSKV<x>KT,  LEONARD— State  Senator,  59;  Id.,  66;  Mem- 
ber of  Coi  .  61. 

GANSEVOORT,  PETER— Delegate  to  the  Conrention  of  1788,  - 
Sheriff  of  Albany,  3^;  Supported  by  the  Republicans  for  I', 
s.  Senator,  73. 

GANSEVO  >RT,  PETER,  J*.— State  Senator,  3 

LRDINER,  ADDISON— Circuit  .lu.i.         :■  Resignation,  U 
Elected  ■  ■  l .  i   i  nor,  167. 

GARDINER,  DAVID— State  Senator!  381;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 

bill,  :- 
GARDNER,  -  UA  I  irj  of  the  I 


492  index. 

GATES,  HORATIO— Member  of  Assembly,  71. 

GEBHARD,  JACOB— State  Senator,  114 ;  People's  man  in  1824, 296. 

GENERAL  BANKING  LAW— Passed,  418. 

GENERAL  FUND— Proposed  tax  to  restore  capital  of,  381. 

GENESEE  VALLEY  CANAL— Proposed,  334 ;  Defeated,  399; 
Bill  passed,  405;  Loan  for,  440. 

GERE,  ISAAC— State  Senator,  3G5. 

GERMAN,  OBADIAH— Member  of  Assembly,  CO  ;  Id.,  108;  Id., 
130;  Id. ,205;  United  States  Senator,  130;  Opposition  to  the 
war  of  1S12,  153;  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  207;  Alterca- 
tion with  Peter  R.  Livingston,  209. 

GERRY,  ELBRIDGE— Elected  Vice-President,  156. 

GOLD,  THOMAS  R.— State  Senator,  59  ;  Id.,  66;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 72. 

GOODELL,  RICHARD— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  282. 

GORDON,  JAMES— State  Senator,  59;  Id.,  73;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 72. 

GOVERNOR— Term  of,  changed,  245. 

GRAHAM,  THEODORE  V.  W.— Recorder  of  Albany,  134;  Re- 
moval, 139. 

GRANGER,  FRANCIS— Member  of  Assembly,  314  ;  Id.,33S;  Id.t 
243;  Id.,  365  ;  Id.,  379;  Support  of  Chenango  Canal  bill, 
335,  368 ;  Nominated  for  Lieutenant  Governor  by  the  Ad- 
ams men,  and  for  Governor  by  the  Anti-Masons,  351 ;  De- 
clines the  Anti-Masonic  nomination,  351 ;  Attempt  to  unite 
National  Republicans  and  Anti-Masons,  355;  Agreement 
with  Mr.  Crary,  355  ;  Anti-Masonic  candidate  for  Governor, 
370;  Re-nominated,  3S3;  Abandoned  by  the  Chenango  Ca- 
nal interest,  386;  Result  of  the  election,  387;  Candidate  for 
Gubernatorial  nomination  in  1838,  419;  Postmaster  General, 
441. 

GRANGER,  GIDEON— Support  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Governor, 
192;  State  Senator,  214;  Speech  in  regard  to  the  accounts 
of  Gov.  Tompkins,  219. 

GREELEY,  HORACE— Editor  Log  Cabin  and  New-York  Tribune, 
434,  435  ;  Whig  candidate  for  State  Printer,  453. 

GREEN,  BYRAM— State  Senator,  267;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 
bill,  286. 

GREENLY  THOMAS— State  Senator,  2C7 ;  Vote  on  the  Electo- 
ral bill,  2S6. 
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GRIDLEY,  PHILO— Circuit  Judge,  419. 

GRIFFIN  JOHN— State  Senator,  388. 

GROSS,  EZRA  C— Member  of  Assembly,  343;  Id.,  35S ;  Death, 
360. 

HACKLEY,  AARON— Member  of  Assembly,  166. 

HAIGHT,  JACOB— State  Senator,  2S1  ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 
bill,  286  ;  State  Treasurer,  428. 

HAINES,  CHARLES  G.— Support  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Gov- 
ernor,  295;  Adjutant  General,  312. 

HALE,  DANIEL— Secretary  of  State,  65 ;  Removed,  S7 ;  Re-ap- 
pointed, 134;  Removed,  139. 

HALL,  BENJAMIN  F.— Member  of  Assembly,  459;  Bill  for  a 
convention  introduced  by,  460. 

HALL,  WILLIS— Attorney  General,  427  ;  Trial  of  McLeod,  443; 
Member  of  Assembly,  451. 

HALSEY,  JEHIEL  H.— State  Senator,  379. 

HAMILTON,  ALEXANDER— Commissioner  at  Annapolis,  19  ; 
Leader  of  the  Federal  party,  21  ;  Advocates  unrestricted 
grant  of  duties  at  the  port  of  New- York,  21  ;  Member  of  As- 
sembly, 23  ;  Delegate  to  the  National  Convention,  24  ;  Id,,  to 
State  Convention,  28;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  33;  Fund- 
ing System  and  National  Bank  proposed  by,  38  ;  Attempt  to 
persuade  Governor  Jay  to  convene  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature,  46,  75 ;  Insults  to,  atameeting  of  the  opponents 
of  Governor  J;iy's  treaty  with  England,  56;  Opposition  to 
John  Adams,  59  ;  Opinions  in  regard  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, 68  ;  Letter  t<>  Timothy  Pickering,  69 ;  Attack  on  John 
Adams,  76;  Speech  in  defense  of  Harry  Qroswell,  100;  Op- 
positioD  to  the  nomination  of  Col.  Burr  as  the  Federal  can- 
didate lor  Governor,  lOlj  Correspondence  with  Burr,  lul, 
in'.;    Duel  and  death,  L06, 

HAMILTON,  HENRY— Canal  Commissioner,  433. 
HAMILTON,  JAMES  A.— One  of  the  'high-minded  Federalists,' 

.  i. 
HAMILTON,  JOHN  (".—one  of  the  'high-minded  Federalists,' 

.  i. 
iiAMMoM)  GIDEON— Member  ol  Assembly,  424. 
HAMMOND  JABEZ  D.— Member  of  Conj  184;  State  Sena- 

tor,  195;  Character  is  i   Politician,  199;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, MX)j  in  fu\ur  of  a  State  Convention,  »o'>;  Ad- 
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HAMxMOND,  JABEZ  D.— 

dress  of  the  Clintonian  Members  of  the  Legislature,   213  ; 
Commissioner  to  survey  the  route  of  the  State  Road,  312. 

HAMMOND,  JUDAH— Member  of  Assembly,  379;  In    favor   of 
United  States  Bank,  381. 

HAND,  AUGUSTUS  C— State  Senator,  407. 

HARD,  GIDEON— State  Senator,  444. 

HARRIS,  IRA— Member  of  Assembly,  468. 

HARRISON,  WILLIAM  H.— Candidate  for  President  in  1836, 
410;  Re-nominated  in  1839,  431;  Unjust  attacks  on,  432; 
Elected  President,  440;. Death,  442. 

HART,  EPHRAIM— State  Senator,  189;  Id.,  225;  Canal  Com- 
missioner, 212  ;  Council  of  Appointment,  219. 

HART,  TRUMAN— State  Senator,  31  1. 

HARTFORD  CONVENTION— Its  Inception  and  Objects,  175. 

HASBROUCK,  ABRAHAM— State  Senator,  241. 

HASBROUCK,  JONATHAN— One  of  the  high  minded  Federal- 
ists, 224. 

HASBROUCK,  LOUIS— State  Senator,  387. 

HASCALL,  ASA— Member  of  Assembly,  398. 

HATHAWAY,  SAMUEL  G.— State  Senator,  267. 

HATHAWAY,  SAMUEL  G.  Jr.— Member  of  Assembly,  445  ;  Id., 
451. 

HATHORN,  JOHN— Member  of  Congress,  35  ;  State  Senator,  36  ; 
Id.,  71 ;  Council  of  Appointment,  36. 

HAWLEY,  GIDEON— Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  157  ; 
Removal,  240. 

HAWLEY,  SETH  C— Member  of  Assembly,  430;  Id.,  437. 

HAWKINS",  HENRY,  State  Senator,  424. 

HAYDEN,  MOSES— Member  of  Congress,  305  ;  Nominated  for 
Circuit  Judge,  and  Rejected,  321 ;  State  Senator,  358  ;  Re- 
signation, 372. 

HAZELT1NE,  ABNER— Member  of  Assembly,  358;  Id.,  365 

HENRY,  JOHN  V.— Member  of  Assembly,  73;  Comptroller,  73  ; 
Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1801,  84  ;  Removal  from  the 
Office  of  Comptroller,  87. 

HERRICK,  RICHARD  P.— Member  of  Assembly,  424. 

HIGH-MINDED  FEDERALISTS— Union  with  the  Republicans, 
224  ;  Hostility  to  De  Witt  Clinton,  305. 

HILDRETH,  MATTHIAS  B.—  Attorney  General,  125;  Removal, 
133;  Re-appointed,  139;  Death,  153. 


INDEX.  495 

HITCHCOCK,  ZINA— State  Senator,  51 ;  Itf.,71;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 51. 

HOBART  JOHN  SLOSS— Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
36 ;  United  States  Senator,  G4  ;  United  States  Dibtrict  Judge, 
05  ,  Death,  109. 

HOFFMAN,  JOSIAH  0.— Member  of  Assembly,41 ;  Id.,  50;  Speech 
against  George  Clinton,  50;  Attorney  General,  91  ;  Recorder 
of  New-York,  134,  159;  One  of  the  'high-minded  Federal- 
ists,' 224;  Associate  Justice  of  the  New-York  Superior  Court, 
349. 

HOFFMAN,  MICHAEL— Member  of  Congress,  392;  Canal  Com- 
missioner, 392;  Member  of  Assembly,  437  ;  Id.,  444;  Id., 
lr,9;  In  favor  of  '  People's  Resolution,'  400;  Refusal  to  ap- 
prove of  Gov.  Bouck's  course,  403. 

HOFFMAN,  OGDEN— Member  of  Assembly,  343. 

HOGEBOOM,  HENRY— Member  of  Assembly,  421. 

HOGEBOOM,  JAMES  L.— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
243. 

HOGEBOOM,  JOHN  C— State  Senator,  73  ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 97. 

HOLDREDGE,  ABRAHAM  P.— Member  of  Assembly,  207. 

HOLLEY,  JOHN  M.—  Member  of  Assembly,  437. 

HOLLEY,  MYRON— Canal  Commissioner,  188;  Member  of  As- 
sembly, 232. 

HOLLEY,  ORVILLE  L.— Surveyor  General,  418. 

HOLT,  ("II  A.RLES — Prosecuted  under  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Law, 
71  ;  Removal  to  New-York,  132. 

HOOKER,  JAMES— Canal  Commissioner,  1 16. 

HOPKINS,  JAMES  G.— State  Senator,  130. 

HOPKINS,  SAMUEL  M.— Memberol  Assembly, 232 ;  State  Sena- 
tor, 241. 

HOYT,  J  ES8E— Member  of  Assembly ,  '.'67. 

Hi  BBARD,  JOHN  P.— State  Senator,  358 \  Id.,  388. 

HUBBELL,  LEVI — Adjutant  General,  301;  Resignation,  110; 
Member  of  Assembly,  I 

HUDSON,  D  WID— OneoJ  the  high-minded  Federalist*. 514  ;  < 
t      oal 

ill  LBERT,  JOHN  W.— Mernb  r  1 1  Assembly, 

HULL,  LAURENS— State  Senator,  I 

HULBURD,  CALVIN T.— Membei  >!y,  l46;J».,46i; 


496  INDEX. 

HUMPHREY,  CHARLES— Member  of  Assembly,  398;  Id..  403  ; 
Id.,  445;  Speaker,  395;  Id.,  403. 

HUMPHREY,  FRIEND— State  Senator,  430. 

HUNT,  ALVAH— State  Senator,  424. 

HUNT,  WARD— Member  of  Assembly,  424. 

HUNTER,  JOHN— State  Senator,  267  ;  Id.,  402;  Id.,  430;  Oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  Crosvvell  for  State  Printer,  454. 

HUNTINGTON,  GEORGE — Federal  Candidate  for  Lieutenant 
Governor,  161. 

HUNTINGTON,  GEORGE— State  Senator,  402. 

HUNTINGTON,.  GURDON— Member  of  Assembly,  108. 

HUNTINGTON,  HENRY— State  Senator,  104;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 113;  Presidential  elector,  128;  Support  of  Dewitt 
Clinton  for  Governor,  192  ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of 
1821,  243;  Clintonian  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  324. 

HUNTINGTON,  ISRAEL— Member  of  Assembly,  459  ;  Id.,  468. 

HYDE,  CALEB— State  Senator,  98  ;  Council  of  Appointment,  100. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT— Attempt  to  abolish,  70. 

INDEPENDENCE— Acknowledgment  of,  18. 

INDEPENDENT  TREASURY— Recommended  by  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
414;  Became  a  law,  434. 

INGERSOLL,  JARED— Candidate  for  Vice-President,  156. 

IRVING,  JOHN  T.— Member  of  Congress,  184;  Member  of  As- 
sembly, 221. 

JACKSON,  ANDREW— Candidate  for  President  in  1824,  276 
Result  of  the  election,  303 — 305  ;  Supported  by  the  Republi- 
cans in  New-York,  340,  341 ;  Elected  President,  361 ;  Op- 
poses the  re-charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  375  ;  Dissolu- 
tion of  his  Cabinet,  377;  Veto  of  the  Bank,  384;  Opposition 
to  his  re-election,  392;  Re-elected  President,  392. 

JACQUES,  MOSES— One  of  the  founders  of  the  Equal  Rights 
party,  401  ;  Supported  as  their  candidate  for  Lieutenant 
Governor,  407. 

JANSEN,  HENRY— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  259; 
Death,  259. 

JAY,  JOHN — One  of  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  party,  21 ;  Delegate 
to  the  Convention  of  17SS,28;  His  course  in  the  Conversion, 
29— 3L  ;  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  33;  Federal 
candidate  for  Governor,  43 ;  Rejection  of  the  votes  of  Clinton, 
Otsego,  and  Tioga,  43,44;  Refusal  to  convene  an  extra  ses- 
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JAY,  JOHN— 

sionofthe  Legislature,  45, 46,  75;  Flattering  reception  after 
his  defeat,  46  ;  Investigation  of  the  election  returns,  48,49  ; 
Treaty  with  England,  55;  Elected  Governor,  55;  Recom- 
mends the  abolition  of  slavery,  58;  Re-election,  66;  Opinion 
in  regard  to  the  Federal  Government,  69  ;  Difficulty  with  the 
Council  of  Appointment,  78,79;  Declines  a  re-appointment 
to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice,  82;  Death,  and  testimonials  of 
public  respect,  363. 

JAY,  PETER  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  185;  Efforts  to  secure 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  190;  Recorder  of  New- York,  215; 
Removed,  239;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,242  ;  Ad- 
vocates triennial  elections  of  Governor,  2-15 ;  In  favor  of 
negro  suffrage,  247  ;  Supports  the  suffrage  proposition  of 
Judge  Spencer,  248  ;  Opposition  to  the  election  of  Sheriffs 
and  County  Clerks  by  the  people,  257  ;  Vote  against  the  Con- 
stitution, 258. 

JEFFERSON,  THOMAS— Republican  candidate  for  President,  59  ; 
Elected  Vice-President,  60;  President,  82 ;  Re-elected,  107; 
Recommends  the  Embargo  law,  123;  Death,  321. 

JENKINS,  ELISHA— Comptroller,  87  ;  Connection  with  the  New- 
York  State  Bank,  97  ;  Secretary  of  State,  114;  Removed,  116; 
Re-appointed,  124  ;  Removed,  133;  Re-appointed,  139;  Re- 
moved, 169  ;  Mayor  of  Albany,  179;  Supports  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton for  Governor,  192. 

JEWETT,  FREEBORN  G.— Member  of  Assembly,  ::i  l. 

JOHNS'  >N,  DANIEL— State  Senator,  424. 

JOHNSON,   NOADIAH— State  Senator,  109;  Death,  430. 

JOHNSON,  RICHARD  M.— Elected  Vice  President,  10-.M10; 
Supported  lor  re-election,  431,110. 

JOHNSON,  ROBERT— State  Senator,  98;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, l  l:;. 

JOHNSON,  STEPHEN  C— State  Senator,  15s. 

J0NE8,  DAVID  R.F.— Member  of  Aaeembly,  437;  U.,444;  Id., 
\\  ;  Stat.-  Senator,  158. 

JONES,  ELBERT  H.— State  Senator,  150;  Council  of  Appmut- 
:.t,  L67;  Delegate  t<»  the  Convention  of  1831,298;  Vote 
gainet  the  election  of  Sheriffii  and  Count}  Clerks,  .■  .^ 

JONES,  HENRY  F.— State  Senator,  109 

JONES,  John  P.— State  Senator, 
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JONES,  NATHANIEL— Surveyor  General, 446;  Opposition  to 
Mr.  Croswell  as  State  printer,  4-34 ;  Canal  Commissioner,  466. 

JONES,  SAMUEL— Member  of  Assembly,  23;  Change  of  politics, 
48;  State  Senator,  4S ;  Comptroller,  61  ;  Attempt  to  vacate 
his  seat,  64  ;  Declines  a  re-appointment,  73. 

JONES,  SAMUEL,  Jr.— Member  of  Assembly,  142;   Id.,  166; 
Chancellor,  317;  Supports  General  Jackson  for  President, 
339:  Chief  Justice  of  New-York  Superior  Court,  349. 
1  JORDAN,  AMBROSE  L.— Candidate  for  office  of  Circuit  Judge, 
274  ;  State  Senator,  314;  Resignation,  363. 

JUDICIARY  SYSTEM— Discussed  in   the   Convention   of  1821, 
.       250-255. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE— Appointment  considered  in  the 
Convention  of  1821,  257;  Amendment  of  the  Constitution, 
319,327. 

KELLOGG,  SPENCER— Candidate  for  Canal  Commissioner,  466 

KEMBLE,  JOHN  C— State  Senator,  393;  Charge  against,  and 
resignation,  405,  406. 

KENT,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  39;  Associate  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  65;  Chief  Justice,  106  ;  Chancellor,  167  ; 
Opposition  to  the  bill  for  a  convention,  in  the  Council  of  Re- 
vision, 229,230;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,241  ; 
In  favor  of  triennial  elections  of  Governor,  245 ;  Supports 
the  suffrage  proposition  of  Judge  Spencer,  248,249;  His 
decisions  as  Chief  Justice  and  Chancellor,  252;  Opposed 
to  overturning  the  Judiciary  System,  252;  Vote  against 
the  election  of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  25S ;  Retire- 
ment from  office,  and  expressions  of  public  regard,  278  ; 
One  of  the  revisers,  302 ;  Candidate  for  Presidential  elec- 
tor, 383. 

KENT,  WILLIAM— Circuit  Judge,  442. 

KENTUCKY  RESOLUTIONS,  09. 

KEYES,  PERLEY— State  Senator,  163  ;  Id.,  281 ;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 180  ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286. 

KEYSER,  ABRAHAM— State  Treasurer,  23S  ;  Id.,  317;  Id.,  337; 
Id.,  360;  Id.,  368  ;  Id.,  3S1  ;  Id.,  412. 

KING,  CHARLES — Member  of  Assembly,  166  ;  Resolutions  in  re- 
gard to  naval  victories  in  the  war  of  1812,  167  ;  One  of  the 
'  high-minded  Federalists,'  224;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Noah, 
279;  Support  of  Gen.  Scott  for  the  Presidency,  431. 
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KING,  JOHN  A.— Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  201;  Member 
of  Assembly,  208;  Id. ,379;  Id.,  430;  One  of  the  'high- 
minded  Federalists,'  221;  State  Senator,  207. 

KING,  PRESTON— Member  of  Assembly,  398;  Id.,  410;  Id., 
417;  Opposition  to  banks,  410;  To  the  enlargement,  418. 

KING,  RUFUS— United  States  Senator,  37;  Opinion  in  relation 
to  the  votes  of  Clinton,  Otsego  and  Tioga,  44;  Re-elected 
Senator,  52;  Minister  to  England,  60  ;  Federal  candidate  for 
Vice  President,  107;  Id.,  128;  Re-elected  Senator,  157; 
Pledge  to  Gov.  Tompkins,  173;  Federal  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor, 188;  Re-elected  Senator,  217,218;  Unites  with  the 
Republican  party,  241  ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  cf  1821, 
241;  In  favor  of  universal  suffrage,  249;  Opposed  to  over- 
turning the  Judiciary  System-,  252;  Vote  against  the  election 
of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks  by  the  people,  258  ;  Albany 
Post-office,  204;  Declines  a  re-election,  305;  Minister  to 
England,  311. 

KNOWER,  BENJAMIN— State  Treasurer,  23S;  Albany  Regency, 
291 ;  Resignation,  302;  In  favor  of  a  Protective  Tariff,  338; 
Friendly  to  the  election  of  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  391. 

LACY,  ISAAC— State  Senator,  397. 

LAKE,  WELLS— State  Senator,  300. 

LANSING,  ABRAHAM  G.— State  Treasurer,  9G;  Removed,  125; 
Re-appointed,  L35;  Removed,  146. 

LANSING,  JOHN— A  Leading  Anti-Federalist,  28;  Delegate  to 
the  National  Convention, 24  ;  Withdrew*}  from  the  Conven- 
tion. 24  ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  L788,  28  ;  Speaker 
of    thi     '         •  •  iate   Justice   of  the    Supreme 

.:•.     3;    Chief   lattice,  65;    Chancellor,  90;   Decline* 
tminatioD  far  Governor,  101  ;   i:     ions  for  tin-  decl< 
LIS. 

LANSING,  ROBERT— State  9en  b 

LAWRENCE,  CORNELIUS  W.—  Ida*  roi  New.  York,  a*. 
LAWRENCE,  JAMES  R.— M<  My,  n~;  it?., 424. 

LAWRENCE,   JOHN— Member  i  f  <  tm 

I  )\i  |  United  Stat<     !        or,  <■<< ;  R<  •  on, 

77. 

LAWRENCE,  JOHN  U—I>        '    k>*he<  Lion  of  1321 ,  243 . 

•    :  •   i    i)  for  the  P  I. 

LAWRENCE,  .'"UN  w  —  \\  ■  //.  U4. 
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LAWRENCE,  NATHANIEL— Attorney  General,  48. 

LAWRENCE,  SIDNEY— State  Senator,  450. 

LAWYER,  ABRAHAM  L.— State  Senalor,  397. 

LEAKE,  ISAAC  Q..—  Associate  Editor  of  the  Albany  Argus,  and 
State  Printer,  226;  Id.,  274;  Dissolution  of  the  partnership 
with  Mr.  Croswell,  293. 

LEE,  DANIEL— Member  of  Assembly,  459;  Id.,  403. 

LEE,  LEONARD— Member  of  Assembly,  451;  Id.,  459. 

LEE,  MARTIN— State  Senator,  416. 

LEE,  THOMAS  R—  Member  of  Assembly,  468. 

LEFFERTS,  JOHN— State  Senator,  225;  Id.,  267;  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  1821,  243;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill, 
236. 

LEGGETT,  WILLIAM— Friendly  to  the  Equal  Rights  party,  407. 

LEGISLATURE— Of  17S7,  23;  Of  17SS,  27;   Extra  Session,  34; 
Of  1789,  37;    Of  1790,   37;   Of  1791,  39;  Of  1792,41;  Of 
1793,  48;   Of  1794,  49;  Of  1795,  52;   Of  1796,  57;  Extra 
session,  59 ;  Of  1797,  61 ;  Of  1798,  64 ;  Extra  session,  67  ;  Of 
1799,  67;  Of  1800,  72;  Extra  session,  77;  Of  1801,  78;  Of 
1802,  90;  Of  1803,  94;  Of  1804,  99;  Extra  session,  106;  Of 
1805,  107;  Of  1806,  112;  Of  1807,  115;  Of  1808,   124;  Of 
1809,  129;  Of  1810,  133;  Of  1811,  138;  Of  1S12,  145,151; 
Of  1813,  157;  Of  1814,  165;  Extra  session,  173;  Of  1815, 
176;  Of  1816,   184;   Extra  session,  190;   Of  1817,   190;  Of 
1318,198;  Of  1819,207;  Of  1820,  217;  Extra  session,  226 
Of  1821,  235;  Of  1822,  260;  Of  1823,  268;  Of  1824,  281 
Extra  session,  293,300;  Of  1825,302;  Of  1826,  315;  Of  1327. 
333;  Extra  session,  339;  Of  1828,  343;  Extra  session,  352 
Of  1829,  359;  Of  1830,  366;  Of  1831,  374;  Of  1332,  380 
Of  1833, 388;  Of  1834,  394;  Of  1835,  398 ;  Of  1836,405;  Of 
1837,  410;  Of  1838,  417;  Of  1839,  425;  Of  1840,  432;  Of 
1841,  437;  Of  1842,445;  Of  1843,  451;  Of  1844,459. 

LELAND,  ZIBA  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  445 ;  Id.,  451;  Bill 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Bank  Commissioner,  456. 

LESTER,  ALBERT— State  Senator,  458;  Refusal  to  approve  of 
Gov.  Bouck's  course,  463. 

LEWIS,  MORGAN— Attorney  General,  41 ;  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  48;  Chief  Justice,  90;  Elected  Governor, 
103;  Difficulty  with  Dewitt  Clinton  and  Ambrose  Spencer, 
110;  Caseof  Stephen  Arnold,  112  ;  Re-nomination,  115,  118; 
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LEWIS,  MORGAN— 

Defeated,    120;    State    Senator,  137;    Friendly  to  the   Bank 
of  America,  151  ;  Council  of  Appointment,  167. 

LEWISITES— Hostility  between  them  and  the  Clintonians,  113, 
114,110,124,127,128. 

L'HOMMEDIEU,  EZRA— State  Senator,  63;  Id.,  84;  Id.,  110; 
Council  of  Appointment,  64. 

LINN,  ARCHIBALD  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  459. 

LITCHFIELD,  ELISHA— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  459. 

LITTLE,  GEORGE  W.— Canal  Commissioner,  446. 

LITTLE-BELT— Action  with  the  frigate  President,  142. 

LIVINGSTON,  BROCKHOLST— Member  of  Assembly,  74  ;  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  90;  Associate  Justice 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  116;  Death,  278. 

LIVINGSTON,  CHARLES  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  365;  Id.. 
374;  Id.,  379;  Id.,  38S  ;  Speaker,  380  ;  Id.,  388;  Friendly 
to  the  United  States  Bank,  376,381  ;  State  Senator,  393. 

LIVINGSTON,  EDWARD— Member  of  Congress,  50  ;  Opposition 
to  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  60;  Re-elected,  61 ;  Mayor  of  New-York, 
87  ;  Resignation,  98  ;  United  States  District  Attorney,  98. 

LIVINGSTON,  EDWARD— Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  315 ;  Member, 
8;  Id.,  410;  Speaker,  410. 

LIVINGSTON,  EDWARD  P.— State  Senator,  126;  7</.,267;  Id., 
4 If.;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286;  Elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, 372;  Presidential  Elector,  381 ;  Resignation  as  Senator, 
430. 

LIVINGSTuX  FAMILY— Attached  to  the  Federal  party,  21; 
Change  of  their  politics,  11 ,6'i;  Jealousy  of  the  Clintons,  14. 

LIVINGSTON,  GILBERT— Delegal    to  the  Convention  of  it—. 
1,31  ;  Presidential  Elector,  77. 

LIVINGSTON,  HENRY  A.— State  Senator,  4 

LIVINGSTON,  JOHN— State  Senator,  48. 
LIVINGSTON,  MATURIN— Recorder  of  New- York,  106;  Remo- 
•    1,113;  Re-appointed,  116;  Remored,  124. 

LIVINGS!  R    R.— State  i  r,   L81 ;   Id.,  JH:    Id., 

314  ;  0  ;:  I  linton,  191,192,197;  Mei  ibet  of 

the  Council  of  Appoint  mo:  .  Difficulties  in  the  Council, 

01 ;   A  ItercatioQ  n  ith  Gen.  G  ;  Speech 

Den  itt  Cl»nt<    .  '■  te  to  the  Convention  <  i   iv 

j  1 1  ,  Opposite  d  t"  '  ;  Id.,  to  the  lufil 

proposition  of  Judge  Spencer,  2 19 .  \  otc  igtinsl  the  « l<  ction 
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LIVINGSTON,  PETER  R.— 

of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  258;  Member  of  Assembly, 
2G7  ;  Speaker,  268  ;  A  Clay  man,  365 ;  President  of  National 
Republican  Convention  in  1831,  378. 

LIVINGSTON,  PHILIP.— State  Senator,  55. 

LIVINGSTON,  ROBERT  R.—  A  prominent  Federalist,  21 ;  Chan- 
cellor, 21  ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1788,  28;  His 
course  in  the  Convention,  29;  Change  of  his  politics,  62 ; 
Republican  candidate  for  Governor,  66  ;  Retirement  from  the 
office  of  Chancellor,  90;  Minister  to  France,  90;  Treaty  for 
the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  90;  Commissioner  on  the  im- 
provement of  internal  navigation,  144;  Death,  158. 

LOCO  FOCOS— Origin  of  the  term,  401. 

LOOMIS,   ARPHAXED— Member   of  Assembly,  437;    Id.,  444; 
'  The  People's  Resolution,'  440,446. 

LOOMIS,  CHESTER— State  Senator,  397  ;  Opposition  to  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Small  Bill  law,  413. 

LOTT,  JOHN  A.— Member  of  Assembly. 445;  State  Senaator,450. 

LOTTERIES— Prohibited,  263;  Contract  of  Yates  and  Mc  Intyre, 
263. 

LOUNSBURY,  EBENEZER— State  Senator,  402. 

LUSH,  SAMUEL  S.— Member  of  Assembly,  314  ;  Id.,  365  ;  Res- 
olution for  the  prohibition  of  small  bills,  368. 

LYNCH,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  185  ;  One  of  the  'high- 
minded  Federalists,'  224. 

LYNDE,  CHARLES  W.— State  Senator,  372;  In  favor  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits,  394. 

LYNDE,  TILLY— State  Senator,  225;  id.,  267;  Vote  on  the  Elec- 
toral bill,  286. 

MACK,  EBENEZER— State  Senator,  393. 

MADISON,  JAMES— Plan  of  government  presented  at  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  26;  Elected  President,  128 ;  Opposition 
to  Dewitt  Clinton,  141  ;  Course  in  regard  to  the  war,  143; 
Re-elected,  156;  Preference  for  Mr.  Monroe,  182;  Death, 
406. 

MAISON,  LEONARD— State  Senator,  393. 

MALLORY,  JAMES— State  Senator,  267;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 

bill,  286. 
MALLORY,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  189. 
MANHATTAN  BANK— Charter  granted,  70;  Effect  on  the  elec- 
tion in  New- York  city,  71. 
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MANN,  ABIJAH,  Jr.— Member  of  Assembly,  343;  Id..  358';  Id., 
365  ;  Id.,  417  ;  Opposition  to  the  allowance  to  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton's family,  348;  Id.,  to  the  Chenango  canal,  368. 

MANORIAL  TENURES— Difficulties  in  regard  to,  438;  Anti- 
Rent  party  formed,  467. 

MARC  Y,  WILLIAM  L—  Removed  from  the  Recordership  of  Troy, 
20');  Address  of  the  Buck-tail  members  of  the  Legislature, 
214;  Pamphlet  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Rufus  King  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  217  ;   Adjutant  General,  240;  Comp- 
troller, 272  ;  Albany   Regency,   291 ;    Re-appointed   Comp- 
troller, 317;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  352; 
United  States  Senator,  375;  Nominated  for  Governor,  384  ; 
Course  in  regard  to  the  Chenango  canal,  335,3S6,389 ;  Result 
of  the  election,  3S7  ;  Recommendation  to  issue  State  stock, 
395 ;    Re-elected   Governor,  397 ;    Views    on   the   abolition 
question,  403 ;  Protest  against  increasing  the  State  debt,  404  ; 
Re-nominated,  407;  Re-elected,  409 ;  Position  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Internal  Improvements,  411 ;  Course  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  financial  policy,  414,415;  Recommends  a  Gen- 
eral Banking   law,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal, 
417;  Re-nominated,    119;    Character   as   a   politician,  422; 
Opposition  to  his  re-election,  422 ;  Defeated,  423;  Refusal 
to  convene  an  extra  session  of  the  Senate,  421;  President  of 
the  Democratic  State  Convention  in  1813,  458. 
MARTIN,  LUTHER— His  course  in  the  National  Convention, 25  ; 

Defense  of  Burr,  121. 
MARTLINii  MEN— Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  112,138,137. 
MASONIC  FRATERNITY— Connection  with  the  abduction  an  ! 
mur.l.-r  of  William  Morgan,  :s : 

MATHER,  HIRAM  P.— State  Senator,  IM 

MATTHEWS,  VINCENT— State  Senator,  '•-;  fif.,71. 

MAXWELL,  HUGH— Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  : 

M.WN  Mil),  JOHN— State  Senator,  116. 

MAYNARD,  WILLIAM  H.— State  Senator,  358 ;  Friendlj  to  the 

i  nil    .        m  Banl  ,  -    |  Di  M. 

McCALL,  JAMES— Delegate  I  ration  of    i 

:  ;  Vote  "ii  the  Electoral  lull,  v 
M<  ll V,  DENNIS— Mei  nblj,  II 

Mi  V,  JOHN— Si  later,  3 

:  ■  >..  KO  -Stat.   .  Defakati 
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McCORD,  ANDREW— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  115. 

McDONALD,  ALLEN— State  Senator,  379;  Adjutant  General,  410. 

McDOWELL,  JOHN  G.— State  Senator,  379. 

McINTYRE,  ARCHIBALD— State  Senator,  66;  Id.,  267;  Vote 
on  the  Electoral  bill,  286  ;  Vote  against  the  removal  of  De- 
witt  Clinton,  291. 

McINTYRE,  ARCHIBALD— Comptroller,  114;  Settlement  of 
Governor  Tompkins'  accounts,  215,216,220,221,231 ;  Remo- 
val, 239  ;  State  Senator,  240;  Lottery  contract,  263. 

McKOWN,  J  AMES— Member  of  Assembly,  221 ;  Id.,  261 ;  Recor- 
der of  Albany,  317. 

McLEAN,  JOHN— State  Senator,  120;  Council  of  Appointment, 
138. 

McLEAN,  JOHN,  Jr.— State  Senator,  308. 

McLEOD,  ALEXANDER— Trial  and  acquittal  of,  443. 

McMARTIN,  DUNCAN— State  Senator,  214. 

McMARTIN,  DUNCAN,  Jr.— State  Senator,  327. 

McMICHAEL,  RICHARD— State  Senator,  300. 

MECHANICS  AND  FARMERS'  BANK— Chartered,  140. 

MECHANICS  AND  WORKINGMEN— Party  formed,  368. 

MEIGS,  HENRY— Member  of  Assembly,  197;  Member  of  Con- 
gress, 235. 

MERCHANTS'  BANK— Charter  granted,  107;10S;  Effect  on  the 
election  in  New-York  city,  109. 

MILLER,  JEDEDIAH— Member  of  Assembly,  219;  Id.,  379;  Id., 
417;  Report  on  Gov.  Tompkins's  accounts,  219. 

MILLER,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  221 ;  State  Senator,  225.. 

MILLER,  KILLIAN— Member  of  Assembly,  343. 

MILLER,  SYLVANUS— Surrogate  of  New  York,  87  ;  Removed, 
116  ;  Re-appointed,  121. 

MITCHELL,  SAMUEL  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  63;  United 
States  Senator,  107;  Opposition  to  Devvitt  Clinton,  141. 

MITCHELL,  THOMAS  B.— State  Senator,  450. 

MONELL,  ROB'T— Member  of  Assembly,  342;  Circuit  Judge,  375; 

MONRO,  PETER  J  AY— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1S21 ,  213 ; 
Report  on  the  Judiciary,  250. 

MONROE,  JAMES— Nominated  for  President,  1S4;  Elected  190; 
Re-elected,  228;  Death,  379. 

MONROE,  J  AMES— Pledge  to  the  Equal  Rights  party,  408 ;  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  409. 
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MOOERS,  BENJAMIN— State  Senator,  214  ;  Candidate  for  Lieut. 
Governor,  222;  Council  of  Appointment,  261. 

MOORE,  ELY— Pledge  to  the  Equal  Rights  party,  40S ;  Member 
of  Congress,  409. 

MOREHOUSE,  EBEN  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  371;  Opposition 
to  the  re-charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  376. 

MORGAN,  JEDEDIAH— State  Senator,  281 ;  Vote  on  the  Electo- 
ral bill,  280  ;  Opposed  to  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  291  j, 
Resignation,  327. 

MORGAN,  JOHN  I.—  Member  of  Assembly,  379;  Friendly  to  the 
Unitsd  States  Bank,  381. 

MORGAN,  WILLIAM— Abduction  and  murder  of,  327-329;  Ef- 
fect on  the  elections,  331 ;  Trial  of  Lavvson  and  others,  355.. 

MORRIS,  GOVERNEUR— United  States  Senator,  73;  Commis- 
sioner on  improvement  of  navigation,  144. 

MORRIS,  RICHARD— Chief  Justice,  28;  Delegate  to  the  Conven- 
tion of  1788,  28. 

MORRIS,  ROBERT  H.— Removal  from  the  Recordership  of  New- 
York,  439  ;  Elected  Mayor,  439. 

MORRIS,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  59;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 61. 

MORRIS,  THOMAS— Abolition  candidate  for  Vice  President,  464. 

MOSELEY,  DANIEL— Member  of  Assembly,  338;  Special  coun- 
sel in  the  Morgan  ali'air,  348;  Neglect  of  the  Senate  to  act 
on  his  nomination  for  Circuit  Jud  :;  Re-nominated  and 

confirm.'!.  .;0u  ;  Resignation,  463. 

MOSELEY,  WILLIAM  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  398;  State 
Senator,  1 16. 

MUIR,  ALEXANDER  M.  —  Commissary  General,  240;  Re-ap- 
pointed, 272;  Id  .  317;  A/.,  360. 

NATIONAL  BANK— (See  '  Hank  of  the  United  States.') 

NATIONAL   REPUBLICANS,   351;    Unfavorable   prospects    as    .. 

party,  364;    Coalition    with   the  Anti-Masons,  :;v;;    (sl( 

*  Adamf  Men'  and  i  Whigs/) 
NATIVE    AMERICANS— Party  fori  ;  Partial  union  with 

the  VThigi  in  Y  167. 

NEORO    SUFFRAGE—]  in  the  Convention  of  LG 

247,346 
Ni     -  II  EL— Delegate  \o  the  Convention  of  1821,  M 

<>!  m  to  hi 
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NELSON,  SAMUEL— 

the  Judiciary  System,  252;  Vote  against  the  election  of 
Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  258  ;  Circuit  Judge,  274;  Asso- 
ciate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  375  ;  Chief  Justice,  405. 

NELSON,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  2S1 ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 
bill,  286. 

NEW- YORK  AND  ERIE  RAILROAD— Loan  to,  405. 

NEW-YORK  STATE  BANK— Application  for  Charter,  96. 

NICHOLAS,  JOHN— State  Senator,  110;  Council  of  Appointment, 
115. 

NICHOLAS,  ROBERT  C— Member  of  Assembly,  343  ;  Id.,  358; 
Id.,  365;  Id.,  379  ;  State  Senator,  424. 

NICOLL,  FRANCIS— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1788,  2S  ; 
State  Senator,  59. 

NOAH,  MORDECAI  M.— Opposition  to  his  election  to  the  office 
of  Sheriff,  279  ;  Friendly  to  Mr.  Crawford,  279;  Support  of 
Clinton  and  Pitcher  in  1826,  325  ;  Change  of  his  politics, 
387;  Resignation  of  the  office  of  Surveyor,  388. 

NON-INTERCOURSE  SYSTEM— Substituted  for  the  Embargo 
law,  137. 

NORTH,  WILLIAM— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  52;  Id.,  133; 
United  States  Senator,  65  ;  Commissioner  on  improvement  of 
navigation,  144. 

OAKLEY,  THOMAS  J.— Surrogate  of  Dutchess,  134;  Member  of 
Assembly,  185;  Id.,  221 ;  Friendly  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  212  ; 
Attorney  General,  215;  Removal,  239;  Support  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  339;  Associate  Justice  of  the  New-York  Superior 
Court,  349. 

OGDEN,  DAVID  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  :  66  ;  Id.,  411. 

OGDEN,  ISAAC— State  Senator,  1S1 ;  Id.,  267;  Vote  on  the  Elec- 
toral bill,  286. 

OLIVER,  WILLIAM  M.— State  Senator,  327. 

ONDERDONK,  ANDREW— State  Senator,  58;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 61. 

O'REILLY,  HENRY— Editor  of  the  Albany  Atlas,  453. 

ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL— (English)  123. 

OSGOOD,  SAMUEL— Presidential  Elector,  49;  Member  of  Assem- 
bly, 74. 

O'SULLIVAN,  JOHN  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  437;  Id..  445; 
Attempt  to  abolish  capital  punishment,  446. 
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PAIGE,  ALONZO  C— Member  of  Assembly,  338;  Id.,  358; 
££.,365;  Sill  to  establish  Safety  Fund  system,  360;  State 
Senator,  424. 

PANIC— In  money  market,  412,416. 

PARKER,  AMASA  J.— Circuit  Judge,  463. 

PARKER,  SANFORD  C— Member  of  Assembly,  398. 

PATTERSON,  GEORGE  W.— Member   of  Assembly,   379;    »., 
388;    Id,.,  398;   Id.,  424;  Id.,  430;  Vote  against    Chenango 
Canal,  390  ;  Speaker,  42-5;  Id.,  430. 

PAULDING,  WILLIAM,  Jr.— Dele-ate  to  the  Convention  of  1S21, 
241. 

PECK,  BETHUEL— State  Senator,  421. 

PECK,  JEDEDIAH— Member  of  Assembly,  66;  Id.,  71;  Advo- 
cates abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  70;  Prosecuted  un- 
der the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws,  71;  State  Senator,  104; 
Council  of  Appointment,  107. 

PEOPLE'S  PARTY— Formation  of,  2S0;  Opposition  to  Legisla- 
tive Caucuses,  290:  Outnumbered  by  the  Clintoniana  and 
Federalists  in  their  Convention,  296;   Disaffection,  297. 

PEOPLE'S  RESOLUTION— Defeated  in  the  Legislature,  441;  Id., 
446;  Id.,  456;  Passed,    160. 

PHELPS,  OLIVER— Candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  101. 

PHELPS,  SETH— State  Senator,  131. 

PINCKNEY,  CHARLES  C— Federal  candidate  for  Vice  President 
107;  Id.,  i 

PINCKNEY,  THOMAS— Federal  candidate  for  Vice  President, 59. 

PITCHES,  NATHANIEL— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
.'  13;  ( tommieeioner  tosurvey  State  road,  312 ;  Elected  Lieut. 
Governor,  326 ;  Acting  Governor,  348;  Separation  from  the 
Republican  party,  358. 

PLATT,  (  HARLES  Z.—  State  Treasurer,  159;  Removal,  178. 

PLATT,  JONAS— State  Senator,  131;  Federal  candidate  fur  Gov- 
ernor, 139;  Council  of  Appointment,  137 :  Associate  J  uetice 
<>l  the  Supreme  Court,  l»'>'.»;   Friendly  to  Hewitt  Clinton,  I 

DelegaU  to   the   Convention  of  1821,  249;  Adrocate* 

triennial   election!  of  Governor,   245;   In  favor  of  ne^ro 

148:    Support!  the  suffrage  propoeition  of  Judge 

6  .  Vote  against  the  election  of  Sherifie  and  Coun- 

Nominated  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 

urt,  and  rejected,  270;  Reran  ■  ■>(  the  lair,  272 
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PLATT,  NEHEMIAH— State  Senator,  437. 

POLK,  JAMES  K.— Nominated  for  President,  464;  Elected,  46S. 

PORTER,  AUGUSTUS— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  258. 

PORTER,  JAMES— Albany  Regency,  390;  Death,  420. 

PORTER,  JOHN— State  Senator,  450;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Croswell, 
454;  Refusal  to  approve  of  Gov.  Bouck's  course,  463. 

PORTER,  PETER  B.— Removed  from  the  office  of  Clerk  of  Onta- 
rio county,  106;  Commissioner  on  the  subject  of  improving 
the  internal  navigation,  144;  Secretary  of  State,  178;  Com- 
missioner to  run  the  northern  boundary,  183 ;  Member  of 
Congress,  184;  Resignation,  184;  Candidate  for  Gubernato- 
rial nomination,  193;  Supported  by  the  Tammany  men  for 
Governor,  195;  Adherence  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay,  339, 
341 ;  Member  of  Assembly,  343 ;  Opposition  to  the  allowance 
to  Dewitt  Clinton's  family,  348 ;  Secretary  of  War,  350 ; 
Support  of  Mr.  Clay  for  the  Presidency,  374. 

PORTER,  PETER  B.,  Jr.— Member  of  Assembly,  417;  Id.,  424; 
Id.,  430;  Id.,  437;  Speaker.  438. 

PORTER,  TIMOTHY— State  Senator,  267. 

PORTER,  TIMOTHY  H.— State  Senator,  342. 

POWERS,  JAMES— State  Senator,  402. 

PRENDERGAST,  JEDIAH—State  Senator,  195;  Contest  in  re- 
gard to  his  seat,  202,203. 

PRENDERGAST,  JOHN  I.— State  Senator,  171;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 191. 

PRESIDENT— Action  with  the  Little  Belt,  142. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS—  (see  'Electors  of  President  and 

Vice  President.') 
PRIVATEERING— Act  to  encourage,  174;  Protest  of  Chancellor 
Kent,  and  controversy  with  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Col.  Young, 
174. 
PROTECTION— (see  '  Tariff?) 
PUBLIC  LANDS— Distribution  of  avails,  366;  Proceedings  of  the 

New-York  Legislature,  377  ;  Resolutions  adopted,  440. 
PURDY,  EBENEZER— State   Senator,  97;   Id.,  104;   Council  of 

Appointment,  97;  Charge  against,  and  resignation,  113. 
PUTNAM,  HARVEY— State  Senator,  450. 
QUACKENBOSS,  HERMAN  I.— State  Senator,  372. 
RADCLIFF,  JACOB — Resignation  as  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  99;  Mayor  of  New- York,  134;  Removal,  139; 
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RADCLIFF,  JACOB— 

Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241 ;  Advocates  univer- 
sal suffrage,  249 ;  In  favor  of  remodeling  judiciary  system,  252. 

RADCLIFF,  PETER  W.—  Member  of  Assembly,  142  ;  State  Sen- 
ator, 150;  Council  of  Appointment,  157;  Opposition  to  De- 
witt  Clinton,  179. 

REDF1ELD,  HEMAN  J.— State  Senator,  267;  Vote  on  the  Elec- 
toral bill,  2S6  ;  Effort  to  procure  his  nomination  for  Circuit 
Judge,  320  ;  Declines  office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  400. 

REES,  JAMES— Bank  Commissioner,  3G6. 

REGENCY,  ALBANY— 291,  390. 

REGISTRY  LAW— Proposed  in  the  Convention  of  1821,  250; 
Pass?ed  by  the  New-York  Legislature,  434. 

REPUBLICANS — Organization  as  a  political  party,  21  ;  Friendly 
to  the  French  Revolution,  47, 49;  Divided  into  three  factions, 
86;  Hostility  of  the  Bucktails  to  Devritt  Clinton,  197;  Separa- 
tion of  the  Bucktails  and  Clintonians,  199,  206,  207,  209; 
Position  in  regard  to  the  public  works,  210 ;  In  favor  of  a 
State  Convention,  218,  226  ;  Removal  of  the  Clintonians  from 
office,  239  ;  The  Regency  and  People's  party,  280  ;  The  Re- 
publican party  defeated,  299 ;  Attempt  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to 
re-unite,  314  ;  Opposition  to  a  U.  S.  Bank,  376  ;  Divisions  in 
regard  to  State  banks,  407,  408;  The  Independent  Treasury, 
414;  Defeat  in  1840,  430  ;  Hostility  to  Gov.  Bouck,  151,  456, 
157;  Position  on  the  question  of  annexing  Texas,  463;  Suc- 
cess in  1844,   167,  U 

RESTRAINING  LAW— Propositions  to  repeal,  168,  lo0;  Modifi- 
cation of,  41". 

REVISION— See,  'Council  of  Revision.' 

REXFORD,  SAMUEL— State    Senator,  358;    In  favor   of  United 
States  Bank,  371 

RHINELANDER,  PHILIP— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1891 , 

243;   Vote  againet  the  Constitution,  9 
RHOADEB,  ELIJAH— State  Senator.  437;  Candidate  for  ('anal 

Commissioner,  466. 
RIKER,  RICHARD— District  Attorney  of  New-York,  88;  Mem- 
ber <>f  Assembly,  113;  Friendly  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  i  .  i ;  Can 
didate  foi  Late  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  169;  Be- 

come! opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton,  169;  Removal  from  t hi*  Re- 
irdershipoi   New-York.  ■_•;  '.  ;   Reappointed,  -2W:  id     • 
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ROBINSON,  PETER— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  358. 

ROCHESTER,  WILLIAM  B.— Circuit  Judge,  274  ,  Resignation, 
319;  Minister  to  the  Congress  at  Panama,  320;  Candidate 
for  Governor,  322  ;  Supported  for  United  States  Senator,  322; 
Friendly  to  Mr.  Clay,  374. 

ROGERS,  HALSEY— Member  of  Assembly,  445. 

ROMAINE,  SAMUEL  S.— Member  of  Assembly,  221;  Id.,  260; 
Speaker,  260. 

ROOSEVELT,  CLINTON— Member  of  Assembly,  409. 

ROOSEVELT,  JAMES  I.— Member  of  Assembly,  398. 

ROOT,  ERASTUS— Member  of  Assembly, 66  ;  Id.,  207;  Id.,  221 ; 
Jtf.,229;  Id.,  314;  Id., 333;  Id.,  342t;  Id. ,365;  Support  of 
Col.  Burr,  102;  State  Senator,  142;  Id.,  430;  Opposition  to- 
the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  America,  151;  Speech  against 
the  nomination  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  President,  152 ;  Advo- 
cates war  measures,  160,  175 ;  District  Attorney  of  Delaware., 
201;  Opposition  to  the  canal  policy,  210;  In  favor  of  a  State 
Convention,  213,  229;  Attempt  to  impeach  Judge  Van  Ness, 
219;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241;  Advocates 
annual  Elections  of  Governor,  245  ;  Opposition  to  negro  suf- 
frage, 247;  Id.,  to  the  suffrage  proposition  of  Judge  Spencer, 
249;  In  favor  of  universal  suffrage,  249;  Judiciary  plan, 
251;  In  favor  of  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the 
Governor,  257 ;  Advocates  election  of  Sheriffs  and  County 
Clerks,  257;  Address  to  the  people  recommending  the  ratifi- 
cation, 259;  Elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  267;  Support  cf 
Mr.  Crawford  for  the  Presidency,  277;  Re-nomination,  290; 
Defeated,  399 ;  One  of  the  Revisers.  302;  In  favor  of  the 
State  Road,  319;  Difficulty  with  Col.  Young,  321,  333; 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  333;  Id.,  343;  Id.,  366;  Opposi- 
tion to  the  allowance  to  Dewitt  Clinton's  family,  348  ;  Oppo- 
sition to  the  safety  fund  system,  367;  Declines  nomination  of 
the  Working  Men  for  Governor,  369  ;  Candidate  for  nomina- 
tion at  the  Republican  Convention,  370 ;  Member  of  Con- 
gress, 371  ;  Change  of  politics,  382;  Resolution  m  favor  of  a 
National  Bank,  440. 
ROSE,  ROBERT  S.— Delegate   to^the  Convention  of  1821,  243; 

Member  of  Congress,  305. 
ROSEBOOM,  ROBERT— State  Senator,  73 ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 77. 
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ROSECRANTZ,  GEORGE— State  Senator,  203. 

ROSS,  WILLIAM— Member  of  Assembly,  139;  Id.,  154;  Id., 
1G5  ;  Speaker,  139;  State  Senator,  171;  Id.,  203;  Council 
of  Appointment,  1SG. 

ROUSE,  CASPER  M.— State  Senator,  M2;  Indictment  and  trial 
of  David  Thomas,  148. 

RUGER,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  444;  Death,  457. 

RUGGLES,  CHARLES  H.— Member  of  Assembly,  221 ;  Id.,  261 ; 
Circuit  Judge,  375. 

RUGGLES,  SAMUEL  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  417;  Report  on 
Internal  Improvements,  419;  Canal  Commissioner,  429. 

RUSH,  RICHARD— Candidate  for  Vice  President,  3G1. 

RUSSELL,  JOHN  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  466. 

RUTGERS,  HENRY— Member  of  Assembly,  74. 

SAFETY  FUND— Established,  360;  Provisions  of  the  law  sus- 
pended, 413. 

SAMPSON,  ASHLEY— Nominated  for  Circuit  Judge,  and  re- 
jected, 321 ;  Member  of  Assembly,  459. 

SANFORD,  EDWARD— Member  of  Assembly,  451. 

SANFORD,  MITCHELL— State  Senator,  430. 

SANFORD,  NATHAN— Member  of  Assembly,  130;  Id.,  138; 
Speaker,  138  ;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  141;  United 
States  District  Attorney,  141;  State  Senator,  142;  United 
tatee  Senator,  177;  Id. ,  316;  Delegate  to  the  Convention 
of  1821,  241 ;  Report  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  247  ;  Vote  in 
l.tvor  of  retaining  the  judicial  officers,  254  ;  Chancellor,  271  ; 
Resignation,  'UC. 

SANGER,  JEDKDIAH— State  Senator,  59;  Id.,  73. 

SAVAGE,  I'.irWIi-  State  Senator,  37;  W.,90;  7</.,115;  Presiden- 
ts ;  'Councilor  Appointment,  37;  Id.,  90;  Id.,  11 5. 

SAVAGE,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  166;  District  Attorney 
of  Washington,  202;  Comptroller,  239  ;  chief  Justice,  271  ; 
Declines  office  ol  Chancellor,  349;  i&,  Treasurer  of  the 
United  State  j  Resignation  as  Chief  Justice,  405  i  De- 

clines c,uli  irnatorial  nomination,  I 
HENCE,  JOHN  [.—State  Senator,  342. 

SCHUYLER,  PHILIP— A  leader  of  the  Federal  party,  .1;  S( 

:,  m  r.  23  :   United  Stal  j   Candidate  foe  rs> 

i  •   ;.  mncil  of  Appointment,  51;  Re-elected  U.  S. 

Sen  tl  r,  61 ;  Resignatii 
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SCOLES,  JOHN  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  42-1. 

SCOTT,  JOHN  B.— State  Senator,  437. 

SCOTT,  LEWIS  A.— Secretary  of  State,  36;  Death,  65. 

SCOV1L,  CARLOS  P.— State  Senator,  450. 

SEDGWICK,  HENRY  J.— State  Senator,  467. 

SEDITION  LAW,  69;  Prosecutions  under,  71;  Repeal,  07. 

SEGER,  FRANCIS— Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  343;  Id.,  3S5;  State 
Senator,  303. 

SELDEN,    DUDLEY— Member   of  Assembly,  374;    In  favor   of 
United  States  Bank,  376. 

SENATE  DISTRICTS— New  division  of,  40;  Id.,  So;  Id.,  188; 
Id.,  246. 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS— Choice  of,  defeated  in  1825,305-311 ; 
Id.,  in  1839,  423. 

SERGEANT,  JOHN— Candidate  for  Vice  President,  383. 

SEVENTEEN  SENATORS,  236-2SS. 

SEWARD,  WILLIAM  H.— State  Senator,  372  ;  Political  course, 
373  ;  In  favor  of  United  States  Bank,  376,380  ;  Vote  against 
the  Chenango  canal,  390;  Opposition  to  the  removal  of  the 
Deposits,  394;  Nominated  for  Governor,  396  ;  Attachment  of 
young  men  to,  396,422  ;  Re-nominated,  41 9 ;  Elected  Govern- 
or, 423 ;  Exposition  of  his  financial  views,  425 ;  Recommends 
an  extensive  system  of  Internal  Improvements,  425;  Advises 
a  cautious  prosecution  of  the  public  works,  432 ;  Recom- 
mendation in  regard  to  the  alteration  of  the  common  school 
law,  432;  Controversy  with  the  Executive  authorities  of 
Virginia,  433;  Re-election,  436  ;  In  favor  of  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands,  438  ;  Removal  of  Robert 
H.  Morris,  430  ;  Embarrassments  of  his  administration,  443; 
Efforts  to  strengthen  and  unite  the  Whig  party,  444 ;  Re- 
commends the  speedy  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  445  ; 
Rejection  of  his  nominations  by  the  Senate,  447 ;  Declines  a 
re-nomination,  447. 

SEYMOUR,  HENRY— State  Senator,  181 ;  Id.,  241 ;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 200;  Canal  Commissioner,  212;  Resignation,  378. 

SEYMOUR,  HORATIO— Member  of  Assembly,  445;  Id.,  459; 
Id.,  468;  Vote  against  the  People's  Resolution,  461 ;  Friend- 
ly to  Governor  Bouck,  465. 

SHARPE,  PETER— Member  of  Assembly,  197;  JW.,217;  Id.  ,226; 
Speaker,  226;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241 ;  la 
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SHARPE,  PETER— 

favor  of  retaining  the  Judicial  officers,  254 ;  Member  of  Con- 
gress, 305;  Delegate  to  the  Tariff  Convention  in  1S27,  33S  ; 
Opposition  to  Gen.  Jackson,  341. 
SHELDON,  ALEXANDER— Speaker  of  the   Assembly,  99 ;  Id., 
107;  Id.,  112;    Id.,  124;  Indictment  and   trial  of  Solomon 
Soathwick,  149  ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  243. 
SHEPARD,  CHARLES  0.— Abolition   candidate  for  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, 435;  Id.,  447;  Id.,  466. 
SHERIFFS — Election  of  by  the  people  discussed  in  the  Convention 

of  1821,257. 
SHERMAN,  ALPHEUS— Member   of  Assembly,  338;  Id.,  343; 

State  Senator,  365;  In  favor  of  United  States  Bank,  370. 
SHERMAN,  GEORGE  C— State  Senator,  458. 
SHERWOOD,  LORENZO— Member  of  Assembly,  451. 
SHERWOOD,  LYMAN— State  Senator,  444  ;    Opposition  to  Mr. 

Crosvvell,  454. 
SIBLEY,  MARK  H—  Member  of  Assembly,  398;  State  Senator, 

430. 
SILL,  THEODORE— Member  of  Assembly,  314;  Id. ,333:  Oppo- 
sition to  the  State  Road,  319;  In  favor  of  the  Chenango  ca- 
nal, 335. 
SIMMONS,  GEORGE  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  430;  Id.,  137 ; 

Id.,  111. 
SKINNER,  AVERY— State  Senator,  110. 
SKINNER,  JOHN   15.  — Member  of  Assembly,  338;  Id.,  343;  Id., 

358  ;   Declines  office  of  Circuit  Judge,  419. 
SKINNER,  ROGER—  Member   of  Assembly,  130  ;  State  Senator, 
195;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  197;  United  State.-;  Dis- 
trict  Judge,   228;    Council   of  Appointment,  228 ;  Albany 
Regency,  291;  Death,  313. 
SLAVERY— Abolished  in  New-York,  190. 
SMALL  BILLS— Resolutions  in  favor  of  prohibition,  3W 

Prohibited  by  law,  39S  ;   Effect  of  the  law,  ami  propoeed  sus- 
peneion,  113,  115,  116;  Suspended  for  two  yeare,  1 1  t  ;  I 
repealed,  427, 
SMITH,   iLBEB T  —Member  of  Assembly,  1 15. 
smith,  QERRIT— In  favor  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  850;  Aboli- 
tion candidate  for  Governor,  i 
smith,  Isaac  s.— Equal  Righti  candidate  ret  Oorernor,  107. 
38 
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SMITH,  JOHN— United  States  Senator,  99;  Re-elected,  116;  Uni- 
ted States  Marshal  for  the  District  of  New-York,  165. 

SMITH,  JOSHUA— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,243;  State 
Senator,  314. 

SMITH,  JOSHUA  B.— State  Senator,  458. 

SMITH,  MELANCTHON— A  leading  Anti-Federalist,  22;  Dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  of  17SS,  29;  Vote  in  favor  of  the  rat- 
ification, 30;  Member  of  Assembly,  41. 

SMITH,  RICHARD  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  365. 

SOUTHVVICK,  SOLOMON— Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  94;  Id.,  99; 
Id.,  112;  Editor  of  the  Albany  Register,  127;  Sheriff  of  Al- 
bany, 130  ;  Indictment  and  trial  for  an  attempt  to  bribe  Mr. 
Sheldon,  149;  Candidate  for  State  Senator,  171 ;  Removed 
from  the  office  of  State  Printer,  175;  Postmaster  at  Albany, 
183;  Defalcation,  263;  Self-nominated  candidate  for  Govern- 
or, 265  ;  Anti -Masonic  candidate  for  Governor,  352. 

SPECIE  CIRCULAR,  411  ;  Effect  on  money  market,  412. 

SPENCER,  AMBROSE— Member  of  Assembly,  50;  Opposition  to 
George  Clinton,  50;  State  Senator,  55;  Id.,  66;  District  At- 
torney, 57;  Council  of  Appointment,  61  ;  Id.,  77;  Change 
of  his  politics,  65 ;  Removals  by  the  Council,  86, 87,  8S,  89  ; 
Correspondence  with    Mr.  Foote,  88,  89 ;  Attorney  General, 

■v. 

91;  Pamphlet  of 'Aristides,'  93,94;  Connection  with  the 
New"- York  State  Bank,  97;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  99;  Opposition  to  Gov.  Lewis,  109, 110;  Presidential 
Elector,  128  ;  Opposition  to  the  Bank  of  America,  146;  Es- 
trangement from  and  opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  146, 161 ; 
Influence  with  Madison,  165;  Declines  office  of  United  States 
^Senator,  177;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  177,  178,  189; 
Character  as  a  politician,  ISO;  Reconciliation  with  Dewitt 
Clinton,  189,  191;  Chief  Justice,  213  ;  Vote  against  the  bill 
for  a  Convention,  229;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
241  ;  In  favor  of  triennial  elections  of  Governor,  245 ;  Against 
negro  suffrage,  247;  Suffrage  proposition,  249;  Popularity  of 
his  decisions  on  the  bench,  252  ;  Opposition  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the  Governor,  257;  Nomi- 
nated for  Chief  Justice  and  rejected,  270;  Resumes  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Law,  272 ;  Candidate  for  Associate  Justice  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  278;  Election  as  a  Uni 
ted    States  Senator  defeated  by  the  Crawford   and  People's 
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Men,  305—30*;  Delegate  to  the  State  Tariff  Convention  in 
1821,338:  President  of  the  Whig  National  Convention  in 
1844,  464. 

SPENCER,  JOHN  C.— Opposition  to  the  Bank  of  America,  151; 
Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  209  ;  P/Iember  of  As- 
sembly, 217;  M,  226  ;  Zrf.,373;  Id.s 388; Speaker J31 7;  Course 
in  regard  to  a  State  Convention,  229,230,237;  Clintonian  Ad- 
dress drawn  by,  232  ;  State  Senator  300;  Report  in  regard 
to  Common  Schools,  318;  One  of  the  Revisers,  337;  Special 
Counsel  for  the  Morgan  affair,  300;  Resignation  as  special 
counsel,  373;  Vote  against  the  Chenango  canal,  390;  Candi- 
date for  the  office  of  Comptroller,  427;  Secretary  of  State 
•127  :  Secretary  of  War,  443. 

SPENCER,  JOSEPH— State  Senator,  2G7;  Death,  27*7. 

SPENCER,  JOSHUA  A.— Candidate   for  Attorney  G.m.Mal,  427. 

SPEAKER,  DAVID— State  Senator,  402;  Opposition  to  internal 
improvements,  405;  Opposition  to  the  repeal  of  kne  email 
bill  law,  426. 

STARR,  CHANDLER— Member  of  Assembly,  31  - 

STATE  ROAD — Commissioners  appointed  to  tJurv».y  a  route,  312; 
Proce  in  the  Legislature,  319,  330;  Effect  "n  election 

ot   '-  126. 

STATUTES— Revision  of,  302,337, 

STEBBINS,  CHARLES— State  Senator,  314:  Bank  Commission- 
er, 

STERLING,  MIC  iH— State  Senator,  41 

STETSON,  LEMUEL— Member  o         embly,398;  ki.,444 

STEVEN  '  MUEL— Anti-Masonic  candidate foi  LU?ut.  Govern- 
or, 371  :  Id.,  3S 

NS,   SAMUEL— Member  c         embly,  300     M     49 
Can  lid  ite  for  Att<  rne)  I         al,  -127. 
;  i:\v.\kt,    M  to  National  Tariff  Coriv< ration 

■ .    \i...  indidate  I  i ,  I  i  /     u  .  M  I 

fLWELL,  SILAS  M.—Memb  ly,  379;  fn  fatoi 

United  Statei  Bank .    3       '■'■  I  lefoi  Lieut  G©»< 

B  rOP    An  TAX   LAW— 44i 

STORM,  THOMAS— Speaker  of  th«  tnblj    N     u    H    Vm 

did  1   eul 
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STOWER,  JOHN  G.— State  Senator,  3SS;  Resignation,  402. 

STRANAHAN,  FARRAND— State  Senator,  163;  Jrf.,267;  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment,  17G;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286. 

STRONG,  HENRY  W.— State  Senator,  437  ;  Opposition  to  Mr. 
Croswell,  454  ;  Refusal  to  approve  of  Gov.  Bouck's  course, 
463, 

STRONG,  THERON  R.— Member  of  Assembly,  445. 

SUFFRAGE  QUESTION— Discussed  in  the  Convention  of  1821, 
247-250  ;  Extension  of  the  right  of  Suffrage,  315,327. 

SUPREME  COURT— Plans  brought  forward  in  the  Convention  of 
1621,  250-255;  Proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
461. 

SURPLUS  REVENUE— Distribution  of,  411 ;  Effect  on  the  money 
market,  412. 

SUTHERLAND,  JACOB— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
241;  Proposition  for  triennial  elections  of  Governor,  245; 
Opposition  to  universal  suffrage,  249;  Id.,  to  remodelling 
judiciary  system,  252;  State  Senator,  267;  Refusal  to  take 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  268;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  271 ;  Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  391  ;  Res- 
ignation as  Associate  Justice,  405. 

SUTHERLAND,  SOLOMON— State  Senator,  73  ;  JK.,.91. 

SUYDAM,  JOHN— One  of  the  'high-minded  Federalists,'  224; 
State  Senator,  267;  Id.,  3S7  ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill, 286. 

SWART,  PETER— Member  of  Congress,  126  ;  State  Senator,  189. 

SWARTWOUT,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  66;  Id., 14;  Duel 
with  Dewitt  Clinton,  93;  Agency  in  the  attempt  tounite  the 
Burrites  and  Clintonians,  111,112. 

SYLVESTER,  FRANCIS— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1S21, 
243  ;  Vote  against  the  Constitution,  25S. 

SYLVESTER,  PETER— Member  of  Congress,  35;  State  Senator,  59. 

TALCOTT,  ENOCH  B.— State  Senator,  467. 

TALCOTT,  SAMUEL  A.— Attorney  General,  239:  Albany  Re- 
gency, 291 ;  Resignation,  360. 

TALLMADGE,  FREDERICK  A.— Pledge  to  the  Equal  Rights 
party,  40S  ;  State  Senator,  409;  Recorder  of  New- York,  439. 

TALLMADGE,  JAMES— Removed  from  the  office  of  Surrogate  of 
Dutchess  county,  134;  Member  of  Congress,  218;  Opposi- 
tion-to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  218  ;  Delegate  to  the  Con- 
vention of  1821,  242;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  244, 
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TALLMADGE,  JAMES— 

305;  Candidate  for  Comptroller,  272;  Member  of  A*tern61y. 
280;  Support  ofthe  Electoral  bill,  282— 284 ;  Vote  forthe  re- 
moval of  Dewitt  Clinton, 292;  Nominated  for  Lieut.  Govern- 
or, 290;  Dissatisfaction  of  his  friends,  297;  Election,  299; 
Course  in  regard  to  the  election  of  United  States  Senator  in 
1825,  30G;  Candidate  for  re -nomination,  321. 

TALLMADGE,  MATTHIAS  B.— State  Senator,  Di  :  United 
States  District  Judge,  109. 

TALLMADGE,  NATHANIEL  P.— Member  of  Assembly,  342; 
State  Senator,  303;  Opposition  to  the  United  States  Bunk. 
380;  United  States  Senator,  391 ;  Opposition  to  his  election,, 
391;  Course  in  regard  to  the  Independent  Treasury,  414 ; 
Conservative  Convention,  420  ;  Attempt  to  re-elect  defeated, 
428;  Re-elected,  433. 

TAMMANY'  SOCIETY"— Its  origin  and  objects,  155 ;  Support  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison,  156;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton, 
193. 

TARIFF— State  and  National  Conventions  in  1807,  333  ;  Refla- 
tions of  the  New-York  Legislature,  311 ;  Tariff  meeting  at 
Rochester  in  1830,  374:  Act  of  1842,  449;  Position  of  par- 
ties during  the  Presidential  canvass  of  1844,  4GG. 

TAX — Mill  proposed  to  restore  General  Fund, 381  ;  Id  ,  by  th«  Jaw 
of  L842,  I  16. 

TAYLER,  JOHN— Candidate  for  United  States  Benator,  17  ;  State 
Senator, 84;  Id.,  120;  /-/.,  142;  Connection  with  the  New- 
York  State  Bank,  97;  Opposition  to  the  Bank  of  America, 
146;  Elected  Lieut.  Governor,  163;  Re-elect*!,  KB  W., 
195;  W.,225;  Acting  Governor,  193. 

TAYLOR,   HENRY   W.— Member  of  My,  -in     U,  424; 

\  l.  ■  ,1  ofthe  Small  Bill  law,  117,1'.'. 

TAYLOR,   JOHN    W.— Mem  mbly,  160;    Mi  ml .  r  of 

Congress,   184;    Id..  234 !  Id.,  260;    //.,     14      id      W 
Spe  kker  ofthe  Houi  I     !  (    'u  \    Ad- 

!.<  i  tee  to  Mr.    Idama  and  Mr.  n.ty,    ■  :     Stated    it< 
43  ignat ion,  I  i   . 

LOR,  WILL   \   i     M  m     .h 

TEN   BR  »E  »ERICR  the  taeml  :>.<  I     ... 

DERICK  -Sj  \    imbly,  (  i 

I  l.\AS  —  Air 
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THANKSGIVING— Observance  of,  recommended,  196. 

THOMAS,  DAVID— Member  of  Assembly,  66;  State  Treasurer, 
125;  Removed,  135;  Re-appointed,  146;  Connection  with 
the  Bank  of  America,  145,146,147;  Indictment  and  trial  for 
an  attempt  to  bribe  Mr.  Rouse,  148,149;  Removed,  159. 

THOMPSON,  SMITH— Member  of  Assembly,  74;  Delegate  to  the 
Convention  of  1801,84;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  90;  Chief  Justice,  167;  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  213; 
Associate  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  27S; 
Candidate  for  Governor,  351. 

THORN.  STEPHEN— State  Senator,  104;  Id.,  267;  Council  of 
Appointment,  107;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286. 

THROOP,  ENOST.- Member  of  Congress,  184;  Circuit  Judge,  274 ; 
Nominated  for  Lieut.  Governor,  352;  Resignation  as  Circuit 
Judge,  353 ;  Sentenceon  the  trial  of  Lawson  and  others, 355  ; 
Elected  Lieut.  Governor,  356 ;  Acting  Governor,  362;  Oppo- 
sition to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
300;  Nominated  for  Governor,  370 ;  Elected,  372;  In  favor 
of  a  mill  tax  to  restore  the  General  Fund,  381 ;  Declinesa  re- 
nomination,  384;  Naval  officer  at  New-York,  388. 

THROOP,  GEORGE  B.— State  Senator,  342. 

TIBB1TS,  GEORGE— State  Senator,  171;  Candidate  for  Lieut. 
Governor,  188;  Member  of  Assembly,  221. 

TIFFANY,  GEORGE— State  Senator.  91. 

TILLOTT.SON,  ROBERT— Secretary  of  State,  188. 

TJLLOTTSON,  THOMAS— Secretary  of  State,  87;  Connection 
with  the  New-York  State  Bank,  97;  Removed,  113;  Re- 
appointed, 116;  Removed,  124. 

TODD,  WALKER— State  Senator,  342. 

TOMLINSQN,  THOMAS  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  398. 

TOMPKINS,  DANIEL  D.— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1S01, 
04;  Member  of  Congress,  104;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  106;  Nominated  for  Governor,  117;  Elected, 
120;  Operations  of  his  friends  against  Dewitt  Clinton,  129; 
Re-elected,  137  ;  Opposed  to  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
America,  146;  Prorogation  of  the  Legislature,  147  ;  Oppo- 
sition to  the  re-nomination  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Lieutenant 
Governor,  161;  Re-elected  Governor,  163;  Popularity  and 
character  as  a  politician,  164;  Recommends  the  vigorous 
<»rosecution  of  the  war,  166  ;  Action  upon  in  the  Legislature, 
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iTOMPKINS,  DANIEL  D.— 

170;  Endorsement  of  Treasury  notes,  172  ;  Proclamation  for 
an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  173  ;  Increased  popular- 
ity, 176 ;  Declines  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  176;  In  favor  of  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton 
from  the  Mayoralty  of  New-York,  ISO  ;  Opposition  of  Mr. 
Madison  and  others  to  his  nomination  for  President,  152,183; 
Nominated  for  Vice  President,  184  ;  Views  in  regard  to  In- 
ternal Improvements,  187;  Re-elected  Governor,  187 ;  Last 
Message,  190;  Recommends  the  abolition  of  slavery,  190; 
Elected  Vice  President,  190  ;  Resignation  of  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, 192;  Controversy  with  the  Comptroller  in  relation  to 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  215,210,219,220,221 ;  Nomi- 
nated for  Governor,  222;  Defeated,  225;  Re-elected  Vice 
President,  228;  Final  settlement  of  his  accounts,  231  ;  Del- 
egate to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241;  Presidentof  the  Con- 
vention, 212;  In  favor  of  a  Council  of  Revision,  244;  In  fa- 
vor of  Universal  Suffrage,  249;  Opposition  to  remodeling 
the  Judiciary  System,  252;  In  favor  of  the  appointment  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the  Governor,  257  ;  Retirement,  259. 

TOMPKINS,  MINTHORNE— State  Senator, 430;  Resignation,  444. 

TOWNSEND,  HENRY  A.— State  Senator,  137;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 167. 

TOWNSEND,  JOHN— State  Senator,  211;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 261. 

TOWNSEND,  ROBERT,  Jr.— Member  of  Assembly,  409. 

TRACY,  ALBERT  H.— Member  of  Congress,  305;  Candidate  for 
United  States  Senator,  309,310 ;  Declines  nomination  of  Cir- 
cuit Judge,  32'J ;  State  Senator,  36  1  ;  Id.,  393;  Vote  against 
the  Chenango  canal,  390;  In  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  small 
bill  law,  113. 

TRACY,  JOHN — Declines  nomination  of  Circuit  Judge, 375;  Nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant  Governor,  3M  ;  Elected,  387  j  Re- 
elected, 397;  /</.,  407,409;  Re-nominated,  419;  Defeat- 
ed, ' 

TREADWELL,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  98;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 100. 

TREATY— With  England  in  1795,  55*50;  Anntrereerj  ">'  dliaaea 
with  Prance,  59;  Treat)  ol  Mr.  Erakine,J31  :  Of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  i 
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TYLER,  JOHN— Elected  Vice  President,  440 ;  Acting  President,, 
442;  Extra  session  of  Congress,  and  dissolution  of  his  Cabi- 
net, 442;  Course  of  his  friends  in  New- York  in  1842,  451 ; 
Nomination  for  President,  and  withdrawal,  464,465. 

TYSON,  JACOB— Member  of  Congress,  305;  State  Senator, 342. 

ULSHOEFFER,  MICHAEL— Member  of  Assembly,  197;  Id., 
221 ;  Id.,  223  ;  Id.,  261 ;  Bill  for  a  Convention,  228. 

UNIVERSAL  SUFFRAGE— Debate  in  the  Convention  of  1821,  250. 

VAIL,  MOSES— State  Senator,  59;  Id.,  71;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 64. 

VAN  ANTWERP,  DERICK  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  130. 

VAN  BUREN,  MARTIN— Surrogate  of  Columbia,  125;  State 
Senator,  150;  Id.,  189;  Secures  the  election  of  Clintonian 
Electors,  154  ;  In  favor  of  a  loan  to  the  General  Government 
to  carry  on  the  war,  160;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  161 ; 
Proposition  to  repeal  the  Restraining  law,  167;  Reply  to  Gov. 
Tompkins'  war  message,  169;  Defense  of  the  act  to  encour- 
age privateering,  174;  Support  of  war  measures,  175;  At- 
torney General,  177  ;  Opposition  to  Judge  Spencer,  177,178  ; 
Position  in  regard  to  Crawford  and  Monroe,  184;  Opposed  to 
the  nomination  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Governor,  191,192;  In 
favor  of  the  construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals, 
193;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton's  administration,  197,200,203  ; 
Difficulty  with  Col.  Young,  197  ;  Attempt  to  remove  him 
from  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  201  ;  Determination  to 
re-organize  the  Republican  party,  205  ;  Removed  from  the 
office  of  Attorney  General,  215;  Pamphlet  in  favor  of  electing 
Rufus  King  to  the  United  States  Senate,  217;  Report  and 
Speech  in  relation  to  Governor  Tompkins'  accounts,  219  ;  In 
favor  of  a  State  Convention,  228 ;  Letter  to  Mr.  Meigs  in  re- 
gard to  the  removal  of  Postmasters,  235  ;  United  States 
Senator,  237;  Political  prospects,  23S ;  Friendship  for  young 
men,  239;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  211;  Speech 
in  favor  of  biennial  elections  of  Governor,  245;  In  favor  of 
admitting  blacks  to  vote,  247,248;  Opposition  to  Judge  Spen- 
cer's suffrage  proposition,  249 ;  Id.,  to  Universal  Suffrage, 
249;  Opposed  to  remodeling  the  Judiciary  System,  252;  In 
favor  of  retaining  the  Judicial  officers,  254;  Report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  appointing  power,  256;  Opposed  to  the  election 
of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  257,258;  Albany  Post-office,. 
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VAN  BUREN,  MARTIN— 

2G4;  In  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford,  277,304  ;  His  friends  denomi- 
nated the  Regency  party,  2S0 ;  Efforts  to  re-unite  the  old 
Republican  party,  314;  Tacit  understanding  with  Dewitt 
Clinton,  31G  ;  Support  of  Judge  Rochester  for  Governor,  225 ; 
Alledged  bargain  with  Mr.  Clinton,  326;  Re-elected  United 
States  Senator,  330;  Contemplated  union  with  Mr.  Clinton 
and  his  Jackson  friends,  337;  Course  in  regard  to  Gen.  Jack- 
son, 339,341 ;  Skill  as  a  political  leader,  341 ;  Speech  on  the 
death  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  345;  Compared  with  Mr.  Clinton 
as  a  politician,  346,347;  Nominated  for  Governor,  352; 
Elected,  356;  Views  on  Internal  Improvements,  359;  Re- 
commends the  Safety  Fund  System,  359;  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  361,362;  Difficulties  in  the  Cabinet, 
377;  Mr.  Van  Buren  a  candidate  for  the  succession,  377; 
His  resignation,  37S;  Minister  to  England,  37S;  Rejection, 
382;  Nominated  for  Vice  President,  3S2  ;  Elected,  392; 
Nominatedfor  President,  403  ;  Elected,  409;  Hostility  of  the 
Banks  to  his  Administration,  413;  Extra  session  of  Congress, 
and  the  Independent  Treasury,  414;  Opposition  of  the  Abo- 
litionists, 416  ;  Visit  to  the  State  of  New-York,  429;  Re- 
nominated for  President,  434  ;  Abandoned  by  the  opponents  of 
his  financial  policy  in  this  State,  436;  Result  of  the  election, 
140;  Return  to  New- York, 4  12  ;  Presented  by  the  New-York 
Legislative  Caucus  for  a  re-nomination,  457 ;  Letter  on  the 
Annexation  of  Texas,  463;  Defeated  at  the  National  Con- 
vention, 46  I. 

VAN  CORTLAND,  PHILIP— Member  of  Congress,  61 ;   Addr 
attacking  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  I 

VAN  CORTLAND,  PIERRE— Lieutenant  Governor,  36 ;  Declii 
a  re-noinination, 

VANDERPOOL,  AARON— Member  of  Assembly,  314 ;  Id 

VANDERPOOL,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  1<  its 

to  the  st;tt.-  T.triir  Convention  in  iv  ' 

Circuil  Judge,   118. 

I  tNDUZER,  IS  \  M'  R.— Member  of  Assembl; 

\  an  i»vck,  HENRY  H.— State  Senator, 

of  the   Ubai  .  Difficult)    w  ith   Mr    • 

and  di  sjolnti  »n  of  the  | 

VAN   NKS>,    l»A\  ID— S< 
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VAN  NESS,  PETER— State  Senator,  36 ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 36;  Presidential  Elector,  77. 

VAN  NESS,  WILLIAM  P.— Friendly  to  Col.  Burr,  81 ;  Pam- 
phlet signed  'Aristides,'  81,93  ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of 
1801,  84  ;  United  States  District  Judge,  183;  In  favor  of  De- 
witt  Clinton,  191,  205  ;  Death,  321. 

VAN  NESS,  WILLIAM  W.— Removed  from  the  office  of  Surro- 
gate of  Columbia  county,  99  ;  Member  of  Assembly,  104  ; 
Friendly  to  Gov.  Lewis,  114  ;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  115;  Attempt  to  impeach,  219;  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  1821,  242;  In  favor  of  triennial  elections 
of  Governor,  245;  Supports  Judge  -Spencer's  suffrage  propo- 
sition, 249  ;  Opposition  to  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  by  the  Governor,  257;  Vote  against  the  Constitution, 
238;  Declines  being  a  candidate  for  a  place  on  the  bench, 
269  ;  Resumes  the  practice  of  the  Law,  272. 

VAN  RENSSELAER  FAMILY— Attached  to  the  Federal  party, 
21. 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  JACOB  R.— Member  of  Asembly,  130; 
Id.,  154;  Id.,  166;  Id.,  185;  Speaker,  154;  Secretary  of 
.State,  169;  Removal,  178;  Friendly  toDewitt  Clinton,  191  ; 
Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1S21,  242;  Supports  Judge 
Spencer's  suffrage  proposition,  248;  Opposition  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the  Governor,  257  ; 
Vote  against  the  election  of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  258 ; 
Delegate  to  the  State  Tariff  Convention  in  1S27,  338. 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  JEREMIAH— Member  of  Congress,  35; 
Presidential  Elector,  77  ;  Lieutenant  Governor,  84. 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  SOLOMON— Removed  from  the  office  of 
Adjutant  General,  240;  Appointment  as  Postmaster  at  Alba- 
ny, 264. 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  STEPHEN— State  Senator,  51 ;  Elected  Lt. 
Governor,  55 ;  Re-elected,  66 ;  Federal  candidate  for  Govern- 
or, S3;  Id.,  161;  Commissioner  on  the  improvement  of  the  in- 
ternal navigation,  144;  Canal  Commissioner,  1S8;  Delegate 
to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241;  Member  of  Congress,  305; 
Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  336  ;  Death,  429. 

VAN  SCHAICK,  MYNDERT— Member  of  Assembly,  379;  In 
favor  of  the  United  States  Bank,  381 ;  State  Senator,  387; 
Kemble  and  Bishop  investigation,  406  ;  Resignation,  406, 
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VAN  SCHOONHOVEN,  GUERT— State  Senator,  171. 

VAN  SCHOONHOVEN,  JAMES— State   Senator,  63;    Id.,   84; 
Council  of  Appointment,  97. 

VAN  SCHOONHOVEN,  WILLIAM  H.— Member  of  Assembly, 
430;  Id.,  431;  Id.,  468. 

VAN  VECHTEN,  ABRAHAM— State  Senator,  63  ;  Id.,  84;  Id., 
130;  Attorney  General,  133;  Removed,  139;  Re-appointed, 
159  ;  Oppositiun  to  the  war,  160;  Disapproves  of  the 
Hartford  Convention,  175;  Removed  from  the  office  of  At- 
torney General,  177;  Attachment  to  the  Federal  party,  199, 
204;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  211;  In  favor  of 
negro  suffrage,  2-17  ;  Supports  Judge  Spencer's  suffrage  propo- 
sition, 249 ;  In  favor  of  a  registry  law,  250 ;  Opposition  to  the 
election  of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  257;  Vote  against 
the  constitution,  25S. 

VAN  WYCK,  PIERRE  C— Recorder  of  New-York,  113;  Remov- 
ed, 116;  Reappointed,  117;  Member  of  Congress,  305. 

VARIAN,  ISAAC  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  391;  Opposition  to 
N.  P.  Tallmadge,  391;  State  Senator,  444. 

VARICK,  RICHARD— Attorney  General,  :i>\ ;  Resignation,  40. 

VARNEY,  EDMUND— State  Senator,  111. 

VER  RRYCK,  SAMUEL  G.— State  Senator,  163  ;  Delegate  to  the 
Convention  of  1821,  243. 

VERPLAXCK  GUL1  AX— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  37;  hi.,  5'.'. 

VERPLANCK,  GUILAN  C— Hostility  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  179; 

Member  of  Assembly,  267;  State  Senator,  ll«'». 
VTELE,  JOHN  L.— State  Senator,  214. 
VIRGINIA   DYNAS  IV— Hostility  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  126:  toGo\. 

Tompkine,  l  - 
VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS,  59. 
WAGKK,  DAVID— Member  of   Assembly,  398 ;    Stats  Smator, 

Id.,    I'C.I. 

WALWORTH,  REUBEN  H.— Circuit  Judge, 274  ;  Chancellor,  349. 

WAR— of  tin-  Revolution,  Is;  In  France,  17  ;  On  tin-  continent 

123;  Declsration  of  sgsinst  Grant  Britain,  153;  Traeiy   of 

Peace,  I 

WARD,  JASPER— State  Senator,         \   V    >n  the  Electoral  bill, 

■; ;  Cnarga  rt  ind  resignstion,  318. 

WARD,  JONATHAN— Stats  Senator,  ni;  Council  of  Appoint 
D     rate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  9 
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WARD  WELL,  NATHANIEL  P.— Member  of  Asssembly,  338;  Id.  , 
343;  Id.,  417;  Tariff  resolutions,  344. 

WARREN,  MOSES— State  Senator,  342. 

WASHINGTON— Burning  of,  172. 

WASHINGTON,  GEORGE— Attachment  of  the  American  people 
to,  18;  Political  preferences  and  appointments,  33;  Friend- 
ship for  Gen.  Hamilton,  33;  Declines  being  a  candidate  for 
a  third  term,  59;  Death  and  character,  72, 

WATERMAN,  THOMAS  G.-One  of  the  «  high-minded  Federal- 
ists,' 224;  Member  of  Assembly,  281  ;  State  Senator,  327. 

WATSON,  JAMES— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  50;  United  States 
Senator,  07  ;  Resignation,  73  ;  Federal  candidate  for  Lieut. 
Governor,  S4. 

WATTS,  JOHN— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  39;  Id.,  41  ;  Id.,  48. 

WEED,  THURLOW— Member  of  Assembly,  300;  Id.,  365;  Course 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  Senator  in  1525,  310 ;  Anti-Ma- 
sonic Central  Committee,  351  ;  Editor  of  the  Evening  Jour- 
nal, 370  ;  State  Printer,  433. 

WENDELL,  GARRIT—  State  Senator,  150. 

WETMORE,  PROSPER  M.— Member  of  Assembly,  398. 

WHEATON,  HENRY— Editor  of  the  National  Advocate,  157  ; 
Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241  ;  Opposed  to  re- 
modeling the  Judiciary  System,  252;  Proposition  to  retain 
the  Judicial  officers,  254 ;  Opposition  to  the  election  of 
Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks  by  the  people,  257  ;  Candidate 
for  Associate  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
278  ;  Establishes  the  New-York  Patriot  to  oppose  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, 280;  One  of  the  founders  of  the  People's  party,  280  ; 
Member  of  Assembly,  280  ;  Support  of  the  Electoral  bill, 
282-284;  Vote  for  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton  from  the 
office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  292  ;  Resignation  as  one  of 
the  Revisers,  337  ;  Charge  d'  Affairs  to  Denmark,  337. 

WHEATON,  HENRY  G.— Member  of  Assembly,  430;  Id.,  437. 

WHEELER,  GRATTAN  H.— State  Senator,  342. 

WHEELER,  MELANCTON— One  of  the  <  high-minded  Federal- 
ists,'224;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1S21,243;  State 
Senator,  267  ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286. 

WHEELER,  NELSON  K.— Member  of  Assembly,  451. 

WHIGS — Name  assumed  by  the  opponents  of  the  State  and  Nation- 
al   Administrations   in    1S34,  396 ;   Divisions    in   regard  to 
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WHIGS— 

Presidential  Candidates  in  1836,  403;  Success  in  1837,416; 
Reverses  in  1838,  419;  General  success  in  1S40,  43G;  Flat- 
tering prospects,  441  ;  Extra  session  of  Congress,  and  tem- 
porary disorganization  of  the  party,  112;  Attachment  to  Mr. 
Clay,  419,457;  Partial  union  with  the  Native  Americans  in 
New-York  city,  403,407;  Position  in  regard  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas,  400  ;  In  favor  of  a  Protective  Tariff,  400. 

WHITE,  FORTUNE  C— Member  of  Assembly,  117. 

WHITE,  HUGH  L.— Candidate  for  President,  409. 

WHITING,  BOWEN— Member  of  Assembly,  281 ;  Course  in  re- 
gard to  the  Electoral  law,  282;  Circuit  Judge,  403. 

WHITNEY,  ASA— Canal  Commissioner,  433. 

WHITTLESEY,  FREDERICK— One  of  the  Anti-Masonic  General 
Committee,  351. 

WILKESON,  SAMUEL— State  Senator,  300. 

WILKIN,  JAMES  W.— State  Senator,  73;  Id.,  137;  Council  of 
Appointment,  90;  Member  of  Assembly,  127;  Candidate  for 
United  States  Senator,  157. 

WILKIN,  SAMUEL  J.— Member  of  Assembly,  2S1 ;  7o\,  300;  In 
favor  of  the  Electoral  bill,  282 ;  Whig  candidate  for  Lieut. 
Governor,  400. 

WILLARD,  JOHN— Circuit  Judge,  405. 

WILLES,  JABEZ— State  Senator,  397  ;  Vote  against  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  safety  fund  law,  413. 

WILLETT,  MAHINUS— Mayor  ot  New-York,  110;  Removed, 
124  ;  Supported  by  the  Mart  ling  Men  for  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or, 141;  Friendly  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay,  'ill. 

WILLIAMS,  ELISHA— Member  ot  Assembly,  160;  /,/.,  221  ; 
Jit?.,  343;  Opposition  to  the  war,  160;  Friendly  to  Dewitt 
Clinton,  191;  Connection  with  th.-    Bank  i  [9; 

Delegate  to  the  Convention  of   1821  Supports  Ju< 

Spencer's  suffrage   proposition,  240 ;  Delegate  t<i  the  Si 
Tariff  Convention  in  i  B27,  338. 

WILLIAMS,  EZEKIEL— Working  Men's  candid  rerncr, 

:(71. 

WILLIAMS,  NATHAN— Friendlj  to  Dawitl  Clinton,  109;  Dela- 
te to  the  Convention  "i  1821,241  ;  Opposition  to  universal 
suffrage,  250 ;  Vote  against  tb<  election  of  Sheriffs  and  Coun- 
ty CL       bj  the  people,  Circuit  Jodf 
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WILLIAMS,  RICHARD  H.— Member  of  Assembly,  431. 

WILLIAMS,  ROBERT— State  Senator,  120;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 133. 

WILSON,  ISAAC— State    Senator,  195;    Contested   seat   with  J. 
Prendergast,  202. 

WIRT,  WILLIAM— Defense  of  Col.  Burr,  121;  Anti-Masonic 
candidate  for  President,  383. 

WOODS,  DAVID— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  190:  Id. ,191;  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  305. 

WOODWARD,  BENJAMIN— State  Senator,  327. 

WOODWORTH,  JOHN— Presidential  Elector,  77;  Candidate  for 
United  States  Senator,  94,95;  Attorney  General,  99;  Remo- 
ved, 125;  Candidate  for  re-appointment,  177;  Friendly  to 
Dewitt  Clinton,  192;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  213  ;  In  favor  of  a  State  Convention,  229  ;  Nominated 
for  Associate  Justice  and  rejected.  270;  Re-nominated  and 
confirmed,  272  ;  Resignation,  352. 

WOOSTER,  SHERMAN— State  Senator,  2G7 ;  Vote  on  the  Elec- 
toral bill,  28C. 

WORDEN,  ALVAH— Member  of  Assembly,  437;  Id.,  468. 

WORKING  MEN— Party  formed,  368,309. 

WORKS,  SAMUEL— One  of  the  Anti-Masonic  General  Committee, 
351;  State  Senator,  409;  Id.}  437;  Candidate  for  Canal 
Commissioner,  466. 

WRIGHT,  JOHN  C— State  Senator,  450. 

WRIGHT,  SILAS— State  Senator,  281  ;  Course  in  regard  to  the 
Electoral  bill,  285,286;  Adherence  to  Gov.  Yates, 290  ;  De- 
feat of  the  election  of  a  U.  S.  Senator  in  1825,  30G-310;  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  327;  Comptroller,  360;  Financial  views 
adopted  in  Gov.  Throop's  message,  380;  Re-appointed  Comp- 
troller, 381 ;  Recommendation  of  a  mill  tax,  381 ;  United 
States  Senator,  390;  Opposition  to  his  election,  390;  Op- 
posed to  the  distribution  of  thesurplusrevenue,411 ;  Attempt 
to  prevent  his  re-election,  411,412;  Re-elected,  412;  De- 
clines nomination  for  Governor,  435 ;  Re-elected  United 
States  Senator,  457;  Declines  the  nomination  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 464 ;  Objections  to  accepting  the  Gubernatorial  nomi- 
nation, 465 ;  His  nomination,  and  its  effect,  465,466  ;  Elected 
Governor,  467. 

FATES,  ABRAHAM,  Jr.— Mayor  of  Albany,  38  ;  Presidential 
Elector,  49. 
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YATES,  HENRY,  Jr.— State  Senator,  137;  Id.,  195;  Council  of 
Appointment,  145;  A/.,  200;  Course  in  the  Council,  200, 
201 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  243  ;  Lottery  con- 
tract, 2G3. 

YATES,  JOHN  VAN  NESS— Recorder  of  Albany,  139  ;  Removed, 
189;  Member  of  Assembly,  20'3;  Secretary  of  State,  210; 
Re-appointed.  272. 

YATES,  JOSEPH  C— State  Senator,  110;  Associate  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  125;  In  favor  of  a  State  Convention, 
229;  Elected  Governor,  266  ;  His  messages,  269;  Mania  for 
offices  under  the  new  Constitution,  269;  Rejection  of  his 
nomination  for  the  Supreme  Court,  270  ;  Course  in  regard  to 
appointments,  273;  Hostility  to  his  administration,  289 ; 
Desire  to  be  re-norninated,  293  ;  Extra  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  adjournment,  294,295. 

YATES,  ROBERT— A  leading  Anti-Federalist,  22;  Delegate  to 
the  National  Convention,  and  withdrawal,  21  ;  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  1785,28;  Federal  candidate  for  Govern- 
or, 35 ;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  35;  Chief 
Justice,  38  ;  Republican  candidate  for  Governor,  55. 

YOUNG,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  468. 

YOUNG,  SAMUEL— Member  of  Assembly,  166;  Id.,  173:    Id 
314  ;  Speaker,  17'J ;  II.  ,315  ;  Defense  of  the  act  to  encourage 
privateering,  174;  Advocacy  of  war  measures,   175;  Canal 
Commissioner,  188;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  197  ;  Dif- 
ficulty with   Mr.  Van  Buren,   197  ;    Candidate  for  United 
States  Senator,  209;   Delegate  to  the   Convention  of  I821j 
■.Ml  ;  Opposition  to  negro  suffrage,  247 ;  (n  favor  ofunivei 
suffrage,  24  * ;  Advocates  the  appointment  of  Justices  of 
Peace  by  the  Governor,  257  ;  In  lavor  of  the  election  of  Sher- 
iffs and  Count]   Cli  I  andidate  for  I  ■ 
nomination,  265;  In  favor  of  the  Electoral  bill,  290;  At- 
tempt of  Mr.  Cramer  to  form  a  coalition  with  the 
party,  290  j  Nominal          the  Republican  Caucus  for  Gov- 
ernor, 290;  Friendly  t<    Mr.  Clay ,  299 ;  Defeated,      I     \<1- 
rocates  the  extension  of  the  right  ol  inffra 
tion  to  the  State  Road,  319;  Difficulty  with  Gen.  F         191; 
Opposition  t->  the  Chenango  canal,  335,3  gate  to 
the  State  and  National  Tariff  Conventions  in  16 
port  «'ii  the   Chei 
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i#.,409;  Expunging  resolutions,  399;  Attempt  to  repeal  the 
restraining  law,  400;  Opposition  to  internal  improvements, 
405;  Kemble  and  Bishop  investigation,  406;  Resignation, 
406  ;  Declines  the  nomination  of  the  Equal  Rights  party  for 
Governor,  407 ;  Vote  against  the  suspension  of  the  Safety 
Fund  law,  413;  Id.,  against  the  repeal  of  the  Small  Bill 
law,  426  ;  Removed  from  the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner, 
433  ;  Secretary  of  State,  446 ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Croswell, 
454;  Attack  of  Mr.  Foster,  455;  Controversy  with  Mr. 
Dickinson,  454,455. 
ZABRISKIE,  GEORGE  R.— Member  of  Assembly,  424. 
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